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Summary of CUNY Transfer Report Findings for QCC. 

Updated in fall 2021 

CUNY central OIRA has developed a CUNY Transfer report in the form of an interactive 
Tableau dashboard that shows trends in transfer activities and outcomes. The report is limited 
to transfers from community colleges to senior and comprehensive colleges within the CUNY 
system. 

The report can be found at https://insights.cuny.edu for those who have permission to access the 
CUNY insights reports (Tableau reports). 

The report was first published in 2019 and was recently updated in fall 2021. 

What follows are main finding from the updated report. 

General trends: 

• The number of QCC students transferring to CUNY senior colleges (with and without 
degree) was 1,995 students in 2019-20 (1478 with Associate Degree and 517 without 
degree). 

• In the last three years, over 70 percent of transfers had earned an Associate Degree at 
QCC before they transferred. 

• Most transfer students had a GPA of 2.0 and higher at the time of transfer. Over 45% of 
transfers had a GPA of 3.0 or higher at the time of transfer. 

• The first-term GPA at the senior college for QCC transfer students has steadily increased 
over the years, both for transfers with and without degrees. The average first semester 
GPA at the senior college was 2.61 in 2010-11 year and 2.96 in 2019-20. For Associate 
Degree graduates the first semester GPA was 2.71 in 2010-11 and 3.02 in 2019-20. 

• The average number of credits earned in the first semester in the senior college increased 
slightly over the years from nine credits in 2010-11 to 9.7 in 2019-20.  

• Students, who transferred with a degree, transferred with a higher pre-transfer GPA, and 
students with more QCC credits transferring, all tend to earn more credits in their first 
semester at the senior college. 

• The one-year retention rates at the senior colleges for QCC transfer students was 75% in 
2018-19.  

• The one-year retention rate was higher for transfers with degree (78%) compared to 
those without a degree (69%) in 2018-19.  

• QCC transfers with a pre-transfer GPA of 3.0 or higher were retained at 81% in 2018-19 
and those with less than a 2.0 were only retained at a rate of 57% in that year. 

• The average four-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rate for QCC transfer students 
varied between 46 to 50 percent in the last seven cohort years. For transfers with degree, 
the four-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates varied between 51% and 56%. 

• The average six-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rate for QCC transfer students ranged 
from 55 to 59 percent in the last 5 cohort years. For transfers with degree that range was 
between 60 and 64 percent. 

https://insights.cuny.edu/
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Equity gaps in senior college progress:  

• First-semester GPA in senior college: 
In 2019-20, the differences in the average first-semester GPA at the senior college for 
QCC transfer students by race and ethnicity were as follows: 2.54 for American Indian or 
Native Alaskan, 2.75 for Black students, 2.88 for Hispanic students, and 3.09 for Asian or 
Pacific Islander as well as for White students. The difference by gender was 2.90 for men 
and 3.00 for women. Over the years the average first-semester GPA at the senior colleges 
increased for minoritized and not minoritized students and for both sexes. 
 

• First-semester credits earned:  
In 2019-20, the differences in the average first term credits earned at the senior college 
were 10.5 for American Indian or Native Alaskan, 9.1 for Black students, 9.5 for Hispanic 
students, 10.1 for Asian or Pacific Islander, and 9.7 for White students. The gender 
difference was 9.7 for men and 9.6 for women. Over the years, the average first-semester 
credits earned at the senior colleges increased for minoritized and not minoritized 
students and for both sexes. 

• One-year retention rates: 
The differences in one-year retention rates at senior colleges for the 2018-19 cohort were 
88% for American Indian or Native Alaskan, 72% for Black students, 74% for Hispanic 
students, 78% for Asian or Pacific Islander, and 76% for White students.  The gender 
difference was 74% for men and 76% for women. 
 

• Four-year graduation rates: 
The differences in four-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates at senior colleges for the 
2016-17 cohort were 42% for American Indian or Native Alaskan, 41% for Black students, 
48% for Hispanic students, 56% for Asian or Pacific Islander, and 54% for White 
students. The gender difference was 45% for men and 54% for women. Over the years, 
the four-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates increased for minoritized and not 
minoritized students and for both sexes. 
 

• Six-year graduation rates: 
The differences in six-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates at senior colleges for the 
2014-15 cohort were 45% for American Indian or Native Alaskan, 51% for Black students, 
59% for Hispanic students, 57% for Asian or Pacific Islander, and 57% for White 
students. The gender difference was 52% for men and 59% for women. 

 

QCC and other CUNY schools: 

• Queens College continues to be the top destination for QCC transfers receiving between 
39-47 percent of all QCC transfer students every year.  

• Other major receiving colleges are John Jay, York College, Baruch, and Hunter College. 
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• The number and percentage of transfers with an Associate’s Degree have increased from 
61% in 2010-11 to 74% in 2019-20 (percentage based on total transfers per year). 

• We have seen a steady decline of the percentage of transfer-outs without a degree over 
the years from 39% in 2010-11 to 26% in 2019-20. 

• The first semester GPA averages in senior college were significantly lower for students 
who transferred to York College (2.67) compared to other colleges.  

• The one-year retention rate in senior college was significantly lower for students who 
transferred to York College (69%) compared to other colleges. The rate was significantly 
higher for students who transferred to Baruch College (85%) and John Jay College 
(79%). These rates were reported for the 2018-19 cohort.  

• The four-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates for QCC transfer students were 
significantly higher at John Jay College (65%), Professional Studies (63%), and Hunter 
(57%) compared to other senior colleges and was lowest for York College (38%) for the 
2016-17 cohort. 

• The six-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rates for the 2014-15 cohort were highest at 
John Jay College (68%), followed by Baruch (62%). This rate was 43% at York College. 

• CUNY system wide, the average six-year Bachelor’s Degree attainment rate in all 
senior colleges combined was highest for QCC transfer students (57 percent) 
compared to transfer students from other community colleges (cohorts 2010-11 to 
2014-15). 

• QCC transfers along with BMCC transfers had the second highest average four-year 
Bachelor’s Degree attainment rate of 49 percent for the cohorts 2010-11 to 2016-17. 
The transfers from Guttman CC (324 students) had a 50% four-year Bachelor’s 
Degree attainment rate. 

• Finally, QCC transfer students had the second highest average one-year retention rate of 
75 percent for the cohorts 2010-11 to 2018-19 at the senior colleges. Only NYCCT had a 
higher rate of 76 percent. 
 


