Academic Senate Agenda - December 9, 2025 - Attachment C

QUEENSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DATE: Tuesday, December 9, 2025
FROM: Academic Senate Steering Committee, Scott Litroff,
Chairperson
TO: QCC Academic Senate
SUBJECT: Proposed Amendment of Policy Adopted at November 11,
2025 Senate

Whereas, on November 11, 2025 the QCC Academic Senate voted to adopt a policy
proposed by the Committee on Committees encouraging a Meeting Hours session on
Tuesdays from 3-5pm, and

Whereas, the intention of the policy is to encourage Chairpersons to facilitate faculty
attendance at Senate and Standing Committee meetings by not scheduling classes
during the above-mentioned Meeting Hours for faculty serving in the Academic Senate
and on Standing Committees, and

Whereas, the current wording of the adopted policy reads as follows:

“Be it further resolved that department Chairpersons be discouraged from
assigning classroom or other activities to instructional staff during those
hours so that Senators can attend Senate meetings on the second Tuesday
of every month, so that Senate Committee meetings may be held on the third
Tuesday of each month, and leaving the other Tuesdays available for
Departmental and other meetings”

and,

Whereas, the adopted wording implies that Chairpersons be discouraged from
assigning classroom activities entirely during the adopted Meeting Hours, which may
prove logistically difficult and unfeasible, and

Whereas, it would align better with the adopted policy’s intention to state that
Chairpersons are instead encouraged to avoid scheduling classes during the adopted
Meeting Hours for those faculty members serving in the Academic Senate or on
Standing Committees,



Be it resolved that the aforementioned wording be changed to the following:

“Be it further resolved that Department Chairpersons be encouraged to
avoid scheduling classroom or other instructional activities for
instructional staff who serve on the Academic Senate and/or Standing
Committees, to ensure availability for Senate meetings on the second
Tuesday of each month and Standing Committee meetings on the third
Tuesday of each month.”

Be it further resolved that an additional resolution statement be added to the adopted
policy as follows:

“Be it finally resolved that the Academic Senate acknowledges that
Chairpersons must ultimately make scheduling decisions based on a variety
of factors. Instructional staff are also encouraged to communicate with
Chairpersons about Senate and Standing Committee appointments in a
timely manner.”

Be it finally resolved that these changes to the adopted policy will take immediate effect.



The City University of New York
Academic Senate Committee on Committees
MEMORANDUM
TO: Academic Senate Steering Committee

FROM: Committee on Committees, Sebastian Murolo (Chairperson) & Kevin Kolack
(Secretary)

SUBJECT: Proposal regarding establishing Meeting Hours on the weekly Academic
Calendar

DATE: Wednesday, October 22nd, 2025

Whereas, the Academic Senate meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 3PM,
and

Whereas, the academic department Chairpersons meet on the second Tuesday of
every month at 2PM, and

Whereas, other meetings are commonly scheduled on Tuesday afternoons, and

Whereas, there formerly was a block of “time for meetings” on the QCC weekly
calendar, and

Whereas, the ability to attain a quorum at Academic Senate Standing Committee
meetings often limits the ability of these committees to conduct their business, and

Whereas, the establishment of a posted Standing Committee meeting time has proven
difficult for many Committees due to the unpredictability of instructional staff teaching
and work commitments,

Whereas, discussions with the President’s office and the academic department
Chairpersons have garnered support for the re-establishment of a block of “time for
meetings” on the QCC weekly calendar,

Be it resolved that: weekly “Meeting Hours” be added to the Queensborough
Community College weekly academic calendar on Tuesdays between the hours of 3PM
and 5PM.

Be it further resolved that department Chairpersons be discouraged from assigning
classroom or other activities to instructional staff during those hours so that Senators
can attend Senate meetings on the second Tuesday of every month, so that Senate
Committee meetings may be held on the third Tuesday of each month, and leaving the
other Tuesdays available for Departmental and other meetings.



