
Motion for the Endorsement of the “Together We Stand” 

Statement Authored by the  

City University Faculty Senate Executive Committee 

Submitted by: Jonathan Cornick, Chair, Faculty Executive 

Committee 

Emily Sohmer Tai, UFS Liaison, Academic Senate of 

Queensborough Community College, CUNY 

Margot Edlin, Chair, Department of English 

 

Whereas the “Together We Stand” Statement was authored by 

the Executive Committee of the City University Faculty Senate as 

an affirmation of Academic Freedom and the Mission of the City 

University of the City of New York; 

And 

Whereas the “Together We Stand” Statement has been endorsed 

by the governance bodies of multiple campuses across the City 

University of New York; 

 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Academic Senate of 

Queensborough Community College affirms our support of our 

colleagues across the City University of New York and the 

Historic Mission of the City University of New York with an 

endorsement of the UFS "Together We Stand" Statement. 
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TOGETHER WE STAND 
We, the Executive Committee of the University Faculty Senate of the City University of New York, 
believe that institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good, and 

● that the success of the common good depends on the production and dissemination of 
knowledge;  

● that the accumulation of knowledge requires an environment allowing for a critical, open, 
unending process conducted with discipline and rigor;  

● that a byproduct of knowledge is wisdom, a respect for justice, and an appreciation of civic 
duty; 

● that a student-centered urban university system requires a focus on access, affordability, 
academic excellence, and research and innovation; and 

● that only by preserving all these qualities can CUNY remain an engine of equity and upward 
mobility able to advance the well-being of all residents of the City and State of New York. 

In the face of accelerating attacks on academic freedom, shared governance, and higher education as 
a public good, the defense of knowledge, wisdom, and justice is of vital importance. 

We join with faculty colleagues throughout higher education in a call for unity to preserve the central 
role higher education plays in civic society. Together we stand; divided we fall. 

In particular, we urge the CUNY Board of Trustees and the CUNY Chancellery to formally propose 
and take a leading role in establishing an alliance among the public colleges and universities of New 
York State in defense of higher education, research, and academic freedom. 

Under this alliance, all participating institutions would cooperate to support any member institution 
under direct political or legal infringement. Such support would come by mobilizing constituencies 
to preserve the institutions and resources they have built to further the common good and to 
recognize and respond to attacks on the fundamental right to higher education. 

In instances of direct political interference, participating institutions would make available the 
combined services of their legal counsel, governance experts, and public affairs offices to coordinate 
a vigorous and unified response. 
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We further call on the state to engage in necessary legal actions and provide financial support to 
CUNY and SUNY to defend the integrity and principles of higher education in the State of New 
York. 

 

Eruditio populi liberi spes gentium 

 

Professor John Verzani, Chair, College of Staten Island 

Professor Victoria A. Chevalier, Vice Chair, Medgar Evers College 

Professor Kathleen Barker, Medgar Evers College 

Professor Ned Benton, John Jay College 

Professor Kerin Coughlin, New York City College of Technology 

Professor Douglas Alberto Medina, Guttman Community College 

Professor Enid Stubin, Kingsborough Community College 

Professor Cynthia Wiseman, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Professor Jason Young, Hunter College 

 
Signed April 22, 2025 
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