Committee on the Environment, Quality of Life, and Disability Issues

Queensborough Community College

Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

Via Blackboard Collaborate, 12:15 pm-1:10pm

Minutes

            Present: Sara Danzi Engoron (Chair), Noelia Diaz (Secretary), Chantale Damas, Mel Rodriguez, Dugwon Seo, John M. Triolo, William Faulkner, Christina Saindon, Naja B Hougaard, Neeraj Mehta, Clara Wajngurt, Janet Franzese, Mohammad Javdan, Patricia Kinneary, Tony Monahan
1. The minutes from the previous meeting (March 15, 2020) were reviewed and approved. 
                    2.  Introductions – new members. Sara Danzi-Engoron introduced the new members to the    

                          Committee, Prof. Kelly Ford, Business, Prof. Janet Franzese, Nursing and Prof. Mohammad            

 Javdan, Biology, as well as acknowledge the departure of Prof. Patricia Kinneary, Nursing, Prof. Anthony Monahan, Health, Physical Education and Dance and herself. 

3.  Review of responsibilities of Chair and Secretary.
Since there was a scheduled vote for both a new Chair and a new Secretary Sara Danzi-Engoron reviewed the responsibilities for each.  Among the Committee Chairs responsibilities are the following: Set the Agenda, Set the Meetings, Schedule pertinent votes (5 voting members are required to conduct a vote), Communicate with the Steering Committee, attend two Steering Committee Meetings in addition to the EQLD meetings and submit a yearly report. Among the Secretary of the Committee responsibilities are the following: Attend the EQLD meetings and Steering Committee meetings, and record and submit the minutes for the EQLD committee. New members are designated by the Academic Senate and not two people from the same department may be in the same committee.

      4.      Annual Report
  Sara Danzi-Engoron summarized the work conducted by the committee during the year as well as anticipated work the EQLD committee will be tasked with next year. Some of the accomplishments and pending work of the committee are the following:

· Evaluate the physical accessibility of bathrooms (the library bathroom signage was updated).

· Approval and evaluation of a subcommittee of the EQLD committee in charge of reviewing, training, and promoting ADA compliance on courses. The newly formed subcommittee reports to EQLD. If classes move to online teaching in the fall the work of the subcommittee will increase and become essential.

· Follow up on the renovation updates. Once the Academic Master Plan is completed, it will inform the Facilities Master Plan. Among the spaces the EQLD will follow up on is the Academic Senate approved Child Care Center for students.

· Follow up on guidelines of allergens on campus, in particular on the Cafeteria. A new vendor will replace the current one, at which point the committee will seek clarification on the guidelines and procedures for the Cafeteria.

· All capital projects are on hold while the campus remains closed. However, a conversion of the bathroom faucets to automatic ones should be completed by the end of June.

· Next year, if classes resume in person, among the tasks the EQLD will follow up on are the measures taken to ensure that all members of the community are safe while COVID-19 remains a concern.  QCC will follow up the Governor’s guidelines and recommendations. The PSC will also participate on discussions to ensure the safety of employees and students.

             5. Election for Chair and Secretary for Fall 2020

· The election for the new Chair and Secretary for Fall 2020 was conducted. Chantale Damas and Noelia Diaz volunteered to serve as Chair and Secretary respectively. Both of them were unanimously voted for the positions. Sara Danzi-Engoron volunteered her guidance and support to the new elected members as a former Chair of the EQLD Committee.
                      The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.
 

Respectfully Submitted,
Noelia Diaz, Committee Secretary
