
 
 

 
AUXILIARY ENTERPRISE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 
Governing Board Committee Meeting 

 
May 14, 2025 

 
Approx. 1:40 p.m. – In-person and Zoom 

 
M I N U T E S  

 
Members Present (in-person unless otherwise noted) 
  
* VP Gissette Forte, Finance & Administration, Treasurer 
* VP Brian Mitra, Student Affairs, Secretary 
   Dr. Phyllis Curtis-Tweed, Provost and VP Academic Affairs (Zoom) 
* Dr. Kevin Kolack, Professor, Chemistry Department 
   Dr. Venessa Singhroy, Professor, Math & Computer Science Department (Zoom) 
   Andrew W. Soria-Quiroz, Data Analyst, Walmart (Zoom) 
* Nazmul Arefin, President, Student Government (Zoom) 
   Shuchismita Saha, Executive VP, Student Government (Zoom) 
   Eugene Han, Administrative VP, Student Government (Zoom) 
* Chiu Fu (Charles) Chen, Treasurer, Student Government (Zoom) 
 
 *Denotes Budget & Contract Committee Member 
 
Members Excused  
   Dr. Christine Mangino, Chair 
   Md Mahbubur Rahman, VP Programming, Student Government 
 
Guests Present 
VP Stephen Di Dio (Zoom) 
Miguel Quiroz 
Gisela Rivera (Zoom) 
Kiana Blackshaw 
Chenxi (Stacey) Ding 
Hai Xiao (Helen) Jin 
Shan Shaleem 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
VP Gissette Forte opened the meeting at approximately 1:40 p.m. (in-person and via 
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Zoom) and stated the names of the 10 members of the Governing Board Committee 
who were present and eligible to vote:  
 
VP Gissette Forte, VP Brian Mitra, Dr. Phyllis Curtis-Tweed, Dr. Kevin Kolack, Dr. 
Venessa Singhroy, Mr. Andrew W. Soria-Quiroz, and SGA members Nazmul Arefin, 
Shuchismita Saha, Eugne Han, and Chiu Fu (Charles) Chen. 
 
VP Forte then proceeded to the first agenda item, approval of the Minutes. 
 

2. Consideration of approval of the Minutes of December 6, 2024. (Item A – Action) 
 
Those members on the Governing Board Committee who were present at the 
12/6/24 meeting were advised they could vote on these Minutes. 
 
VP Forte made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted. 
 
The Minutes were approved by a majority vote. 
 

3. Conflict-of-Interest Policy and Annual Statement (Item II – Informational) 
 
All board members are required to sign the Conflict-of-Interest Policy annual 
statement and return to Kimberly Hoppe-Hernandez. The policy and statement will 
be emailed to Board members to facilitate compliance. 
 

4. On behalf of President Mangino, Chair of this committee, VP Forte made a motion 
and read the following to all members: 
 
Motion: To fully incorporate by reference, into the record of this Board 
meeting, all items on the agenda of the Budget Committee meeting held 
earlier today, prior to the meeting of this Board of Directors, are 
accepted as follows: 
 
Whereas the full record of the discussion of each such agenda items 
which took place during such Budget Committee meeting; and all 
motions that were made during such Budget Committee meeting; and 
upon such incorporation, to approve and accept each of such agenda 
items, in its entirety, according to the voting record of the Budget & 
Contract Committee meeting shall be accepted as approved by the 
Queensborough Auxiliary Enterprise Association, Inc. Board of 
Directors at this meeting. (Action Item) 
 
A motion was made to approve the action as it was read by VP Forte. 
 
This motion was approved by a majority vote. 
 

5. Consideration of approval of the Minutes of December 6, 2024. (Item A – Action) 
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6. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte for funding for AVP Amaris 
Matos for Heritage Month Celebrations, $8,000; Mosaic Fund $2,000; and Truth, 
Racial Healing & Transformation Center $12,000. A total of $22,000 (Action 
Item) 
 

7. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte to reappoint Hai Xiao (Helen) Jin 
as an accountant for FY 26 and a step-up increase of 3% according to the PSC salary 
increases that will take effect September 1, 2025. (Action Item) 
 

8. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte to reappoint Laura Bruckner as 
Director of Auxiliary Business Development for FY 26 and a step-up increase of 3% 
according to the PSC salary increases that will take effect September 1, 2025. 
(Action Item) 
 

9. Consideration of a request from VP Stephen Di Dio for the reappointment of Mark 
Amsterdam as the Interim Director of QPAC until the search for a permanent 
Director of QPAC is completed in FY 26. (Action Item) 
 

10. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte to reappoint Ronni Weprin as 
event coordinator for FY26, and a step-up increase of 3% according to the PSC 
salary increases that will take effect September 1, 2025, for which Auxiliary will be 
responsible for 50% of her FY 2026 salary with the remaining 50% paid by QCC 
Foundation. (Action Item) 
 

11. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte for funding up to $8,500 to 
support a Sankofa year-end event, the Legacy Luncheon, in May 2026. (Action 
Item) 
 

12. Consideration of a request from VP Brian Mitra to support Persistence Plus for  
FY 26 in the amount of $117,000. (Action Item) 
 

13. Consideration of a request from VP Brian Mitra to support commencement 
activities in FY 26 in the amount of $140,000. (Action Item) 
 

14. Consideration of a request from VP Gissette Forte to approve the QCC Auxiliary 
Enterprise Association, Inc. FY 2025-2026 budget in the amount of $230,200. 
(Item B – Action Item) 
 

15. Update of the QCC Auxiliary reserve investments from Mr. Paul Wilson of Alliance 
Bernstein, the portfolio manager for the Auxiliary. (Information Item) 
 

There was no new business to discuss in the Governing Board Committee Meeting. 
 
A motion to end this meeting was called by VP Forte, a second was called and the meeting 
ended at approximately 1:43PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 


	* Nazmul Arefin, President, Student Government (Zoom)

