PERSPECTIVES ON DEATH AND DYING

FILM DESCRIPTIONS

1.  Traces of Death:

This film contains: accidents (where people have died), people getting shot, persons who have committed suicide, pets who have eaten their owners, autopsy of the brain and body, car accidents, animal being abused (pig- burning it's skin), persons who have been run overed by cars, car crashes victims, person getting breast implants, operation of sex change (man changed into a woman), plane crashes, suicide of a man, and lions devouring a man.

2.  Interview with Dr. Kathleen Foley:

The following controversial issues are being discussed by Dr. Kathleen Foley:  Physician assistant Suicide, the importance of pain control and pain management to prevent drug abuse, discussion of dying patients,  Dr. Kevorkian, Medicare (payment of pain medication), programs focusing of the last moments of live care for persons, and expenditures of dying patients on medicines.  

3.  Lauren:

This film is about a 5 yr. old girl who died.  Her teachers are giving attributes to Lauren's memory.  It shows her classmates' drawings about what they remember of Lauren.  Also it shows her teacher singing a song in Lauren's memory.

4.  Working through your Grief:

This film contains advisement on how to cope with grief.  Persons expressing their feelings about how it was when their loved one died.  How to locate support groups as well.  Comprehending feelings during this period of lost and understanding what is grief.  Teaches grieving people healthy ways on how to cope with grief.

5.  Near Death: 

This film contains testimonies of persons who have been close to death and personal experiences of life after death.

6.  a)  Wrongful Death:

This film shows cases of persons who were declared dead but they were really alive.  It has also doctors' mistakes about declaring people dead.  It contains testimonies of persons who were mistaken of being dead.

b)  Death:  Trip of a Lifetime:

This part of the film contains different views of societies about death ( India, Washington, Seado, Africa, Mexico, Patzguarro, London, Japan,  and Taiwan).  A journey on how people all over the world prepare for death.  

7.  Patient Assisted Suicide: 

This film indicates Oregon's law on euthanasia. Also it shows that some doctors disapprove euthanasia and their reasons.  Discusses the idea of improving pain control medications in order to keep ill persons pain free and prevent them to fall in depression  and have thought and feelings of suicide. 

9.  Live or Die:

This film contains people who are maintained alive with machines.  These people's families don't know if to keep them alive or reject any medical assistance.  These are people who have been victims of car accidents or are born severly ill.

10. Whose death is it anyway?:

This film indicates that people's wishes are not being taken and accomplished by  physicians.   Families of the ill person are struggling whether to choose their loved one to live or die.  Relatives, doctors, nurses, social workers and clergymen to speak out their emotions involved in that ultimate decision and in getting hospitals to carry out a family's wishes.

11.  Who shall survive:  

The Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation made observations about the agonizing  moments  that people fo through when their faced with awful situations.  For instance, a baby who was born mongol but the baby's parents and doctors decided that the baby would be better off dead.  They ended up starving the baby until he died after 15 days.

12.  Pinelawn- Memorial Park and Garden mausoleums:

This film is about a memorial park Pinelawn.  Explains the park's features and an explicit description of the park.

14.  Turning Point:

This film is about a woman who is diagnosed with cancer and who was thinking in committing suicide of her severe pain.  Also gives an insight to those doctors that have helped ill people to die.  It explains about the option of a Hospice program for the terminally ill.  A man with Aids decided to commit suicide with the help of a manual, which explicitly showed step by step on how to commit suicide.

18.  Malpractice Suits:

This film contains a report from ABC News where it explains the irreversible medical errors in hospitals.  Also it advises people on what to watch  for to prevent this.  Includes cases of people who are suffering the consequence because of hospitals' negligence.

20.  a)  Right to Die:

This film shows terminally ill people who's only desire is to die.  Also requests of people wanting to pass the  Michigan 119 law in Washington so doctors would have permission to aid terminally persons to commit suicide.    

b)  Down syndrome:

This part of the film is about parents who have given up their child with Down syndrome for adoption.  The feelings and thoughts parents had to go through when they found out their child was born with the Down syndrome. 

      c)  Teen Suicide:

The signs that a teenager emits when this one is thinking about committing suicide and how to help them prevent this.

22.  The High Price of health care:

This film is about HMO participants discovering that some treatments, particularly expensive ones are not being covered by their insurance .  Also discussions that sick people are being sent home before they feel ready to go.  Doctors protest that medical plans are getting between them and the people they want to help.

25.  Right to refuse assisted suicide:

This film is about a debate in court where  a case is brought about Dr. Cluster who suffers from Alzheimer’s disease.  One side of his family would like him to get help from Dr. Kevorkian  to commit suicide but his son is the only one who is opposed to this.

26.  Stopping Treatment:

This film is about a 17yr. old young man from Minnesota who was left in a vegetative state after a car accident.  His was connected for 17yrs.  on feeding tubes.  His parent's wanted to disconnect the tubes.  They brought this case to the court of Minnesota.

28.  Dr. Kevorkian- Mercy or Killing:

This film is about a man of 50 years of age suffered an illness that was made him incapable of moving his body and couldn't speak correctly.  He wanted Dr. Kevorkian to help him commit suicide.  this man is being taped when Dr. Kevorkian is practicing euthanasia on this sick man.

29.  Funeral Industry:

This film shows how funeral industry takes advantage of people at a time of grief.  Survivors who have to deal with funeral directors who lie about prices to customs.  Funeral directors are ripping off people.

30.  Funeral Industry II - Grief and Greed:

The movie shows fraud by funeral industries.  The abuse and mistreatment of dead bodies from funeral bodies.  The cremation industries have been mistreating corpuses, unsanitary conditions and abuse. 

33.  Medical Ethics- Transplants:

This film is shows a report about complications people have when it comes to transplants of organs.  Discussions about if it is right to use organs from mentally retarded people.

34.  a)  Transplants:


This film is about doctors in southern California want to make heart transplants from baboons onto to babies who are in need of organs to safe their lives. 

b)  7yr. old boy:  


This film is about a boy who was killed in a car accident.  His parents decided to donate Nicholas organs.

35. Organ "Sales":

This film is about doctors struggling to get more organs to save lives.  Some people think that making organ sale legal it will increase the amount of organs to be used for transplants.  Others believe that it wouldn't be and feel correct to sale organs and get  a profit out of this.

37.  a)  Transplants:

This film is about the illegal sale of organs in Los Angeles,  which organs have been imported from Russia and are being sold in the US  Russian organ brokers are being taken to trial for the sale of organs.  In Texas this problem is also going on about the illegal sale of human tissues, which are imported form Russia as well.  These illegally obtain organs are being found containing deadly infections.

b)   Not Quite Dead:

This part of the film is about doctors who are taken organs from persons who are not really dead or they are giving patients medicine that make them seem dead.

