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BY Michell Cabrera

Worlds AIDS Day Health Fair 

Queensborough Community College 
successfully hosted a World’s AIDS Day 
Health Fair on November 30, 2016, in the 
Upper Level of the Student Union Building. 

disease.” 
It’s very important that people know 

that there is no vaccine for this disease and 
they have to be very careful with their health, 
once the virus gets in their immune system, 
it can’t be overcome. World AIDS Day 
helps spread information to the people who 
doesn’t know about the virus and educate 
them about the different kind of ways it can 
be transmitted and prevented. 

Raising Awareness is one of the main 
goal for the World’s AIDs Day Fair. People 
worldwide should be aware of this disease 
and its consequences. HIV and AIDS are 
more prevalent in large poor populations. 
There is a lack of awareness of the virus 
and it’s very difficult for them to prevent it 
giving the fact that they may not have the 
resources. People in their productive years, 
from 15 to 30, are at a higher risk of getting 
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BY Jessica Arias

How Latinos Feel with Donald Trump As 
Their New President 

With the elections over, the new 45th 
president-elect of the United States of 
America is Donald Trump. Since the early 
morning of Wednesday after the election, 
many protests have been occurring. A new 
hashtag #NotMyPresident was developed 
by people against Donald Trump showing 
their discontent.  Many Latinos feel 
critical of the president-elect, given the 
rhetoric Trump used during his campaign, 
which branded Mexicans as rapists and 
drug dealers and his proposal of building 

White 
Supremacists 
in the Alt-Right 
Find a Place in 
the Trump White 
House

a wall to seal off the border. But there are 
also Latinos who voted for Donald Trump 
because they feel he can bring something 
different to the presidency. 

 “We did want a change for the United 
States but not someone like Donald Trump 
who dislikes immigrants, as if he doesn’t 
know about history,” said one third semester 
Queensborough Community College 
(QCC) student, Estefany Fernandez. “We 
are all immigrants due to our ancestors who 
emigrated here.”

Estefany suppose that the protests will 
keep occurring to let Donald Trump know 
that Latinos have the right of being in the 
United States as much as anyone, and the 

BY Vanessa Lewis
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only thing immigrants want is to provide 
wellness to their family. 

Jose Cando a first year QCC student 
who works for an organization that focus 
on ensuring immigrants rights echoed her 
sentiments.

“We as a Latino community will keep 
fighting for our rights, we would prove 
Donald Trump we aren’t bad as he says 
we are,” Jose said. “We are hard working 
people, we want the best for our families 
that’s why we came to the United States 
because in our country of origin we couldn’t 
do it.” 

Fernanda Robles, a second year QCC 

infected. However, “it’s recommended that 
from ages 3 to 64 people get tested” says 
Kathleen Pecinka.

Prevention is the key to live a joyful life 
without the concern of being diagnosed with 
HIV. The fair had many people willing to 
give information about the ways to prevent 
it and what was the best options. Using 
condoms gives people a 99 percent chance 
of not being infected with the disease when 
having sexual intercourse. However, there is 
still a 1 percent chance of getting the disease. 
Being both partners tested before taking 
a further step is always the best option. 
Testing can prevent people from suffering 
from a horrible disease and live a life out of 
HIV precaution regrets. There are also drugs 
that can be taken to prevent from getting 
infected. “Pre-exposure prophylaxis help 

Inside the
Communique

  Campus, pg 2
 City, pg 6
 National, pg 8
 Lifestyles/Holiday, pg 11
 Arts, pg 14
 Sports, pg 15  Opinion, pg 18  Letter to the Editor, pg 19

As Americans closely watch President-
elect Trump fill his cabinet with high-ranking 
government officials, the appointment of 
Stephan K. Bannon as chief strategist and 
counselor to the President-elect has sparked 
a flood of outrage across the Unites States. 
In August 2016, Bannon became manager 
of the Trump presidential campaign, adding 
another job title to his now controversial 
resume. Bannon’s diverse resume includes 
service in the United States Navy from 
1976-1983, holding an investment banking 
position at Goldman Sachs, working as an 
executive producer in the film industry, 
and most notably serving as executive 
chairperson of Breitbart News Network.

During Bannon’s time working in the 
film and media industry, he met and became 
acquainted with writer and publisher 
Andrew Breitbart. Breitbart, founder of 
the Breitbart News Network is known 
for assisting Arianna Huffington in the 
creation of the popular online news site, 

Photo Credit: www.alderhealth.org

The fair had five main goals: raise awareness, 
encourage prevention, testing, treatment for 
the ones who are suffering from HIV, and 
honor the ones who have died. 

Worlds AIDS Day is an annual event 
that has been celebrated since the 1980s 
and it encourages people to come together 
and fight against this terrible disease. 
HIV infections were first discovered in 
the 1980s, the starting point where large 
amounts people were becoming infected 
within the years. HIV stands for Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus and once it’s in the 
body it weakens the person’s ability to fight 
against infections which can surely lead to 
AIDS. The virus can be transmitted by sexual 
intercourse, bodily fluids, blood transfusion, 
and by sharing needles. According to Isabel 
Hocevar from the Health Department, “there 
is therapy, treatment but no vaccine for the 

source: global.fncstatic.com
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Campus News
The U.S. Versus Mother Nature: US Policy on 
Global Warming

The world is changing, and 
scientists have proven that there 
is no reversing the damage that 
has been done to our planet. The 
place we call home won’t be as 
sustainable in the future. President 
Obama has used executive orders to 
act against climate change by using 
solar or wind power to generate 
electricity to create a clean energy 
economy. With the new president 
elect, Donald Trump, questions 
have been raised about all kinds of 
issues, including those involving 
environmental policies. 

In 2012, Trump tweeted, “The 
concept of global warming was 
created by and for the Chinese in 
order to make U.S. manufacturing 
non-competitive.”

Donald Trump’s belief of a 
“Chinese Hoax” could potentially 
boost the economy, but hurt the 
environment.

 Under Barack Obama’s 
administration the U.S. has been 
adamant in foreign affairs to 
counteract the consequences of 
climate change. Global warming 
policies have been one of Obama’s 
priorities while in office. In the last 
year, he has tried to pass the Clean 
Power Plan, which would cut 
back on carbon pollution caused 
by power plants to reduce health 
issues, such as childhood asthma 

attacks. As of now, the Supreme 
Court has put the brakes on it to 
have another judicial review. 

In 2015, Obama met with over 
190 countries and created the Paris 
Agreement. The consensus aims 
to form earth-friendly policies 
such as decreasing greenhouse 
gas emissions, a result of using 
burning fossil fuels for electricity, 
heat or transportation. According 
to the Paris Agreement, developing 
countries such as China and India 
will need financial and technological 
support to transitioning from fossil 
fuels to natural forms of energy. 

Last year President Barack 
Obama pledged $3 billion dollars to 
the United Nations’ Green Climate 
Fund (GCF). The GCF is a global 
initiative that targets low-emission 
and climate-resilient development. 
Many GOP members who support 
Trump believe the Paris Agreement 
will cause an economic strain for the 
U.S. GOP members have claimed 
that the United Nations created a 
scam and ultimately would want 
the U.S. to drop the agreement to 
avoid more national debt. 

According to the L.A. Times, 
the agreement seeks for “countries 
signing on to recognize the 
importance of minimizing and 
addressing damage caused by 
climate change and the role of 

BY Wendy Rivera
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sustainable development in reducing 
the risk of loss and damage.” 

The EPA’s (Environmental 
Protection Agency) administrator Gina 
McCarthy, has worked with Barack 
Obama to ensure that America initiates 
earth-friendly actions nationally and 
internationally. However, due to our 
president-elect’s philosophies on 
climate change, current plans by the 
EPA might be subject to change. 

In a recent New York Times article, 
Donald Trump claims that, once in 
office, he’ll replace McCarthy with 
a known climate contrarian, Myron 
Ebell, .

Ebell is a contributor in a national 
organization called Cooler Heads 
Coalition which is “focused on 
dispelling the myths of global warming 
by exposing flawed economic, 
scientific, and risk analysis”, as stated 
on their website.

Cooler Heads Coalition claim that 
coal mining and other techniques, that 
increase greenhouse emissions, will 
boost the U.S. economically as well 
as becoming less dependent on other 
countries’ oil imports. Many from 
the left wing agree that “fracking” 
will produce more jobs in states such 
as TX, ND, PA, CO, OK, and VA. 

Due to the hectic election, many 
citizens, as well as foreign allies are 
concerned of policies that will affect 
the nation. During Donald Trump’s 
transition into office, climate change 
supporters as well as opponents, will 
be awaiting his game plan.

Fracking is a technique 
known as hydraulic 
fracturing, this process 
causes “the injection of 
fluid into shale bed at 
high pressure in order 
to free up petroleum 
resources (such as oil 
or natural gas), stated 
in Merriam-Webster’s 
dictionary. The amount 
of water used for 
fracking is one thing 
but specifically, the 
aftermath of mixing 
it with chemicals, 
is really toxic 
contamination in water. 
Fracking has already 
impacted politicians 
as well as economists’ 
decision in claiming it 
could revolutionize the 
U.S.’s energy industry. 
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Worlds AIDs Day Health Fair 
Campus News

individuals who said do not have HIV or 
AIDS to not get infected” Simon Ulubabov. 
By taking the drug, along with using a 
condom will decrease the probability of 
getting infected. Always remember that 
getting HIV affects the person infected, the 
family and the community.

 Treatment is the hope that people get 
to help fight the disease and to live a longer 
expected time. There were representatives 
at the fair from health insurance companies 
willing to help. Treatments can’t cure the 
disease but it can help ease some of its 

effects. 
Many people who live with HIV face 

stigma and discrimination. Stigma and 
discrimination held towards the individuals 
infected with HIV impacts the treatments, 
care and support that they should be getting. 
Fortunately, the rate among people who 
were infected has dropped and there is still 
fighting for less infections. “Africa has 17 
million people who are receiving treatment” 
says Kathleen Pecinka. Research shows 
that treatments have longed the expected 
life time of individuals infected with HIV 

continued from cover page

such as for Magic Johnson. 
World AIDS Day honors the people that 

have died from the virus. Queensborough 
community college last year made a 
beautiful quilt. It’s full with many different 
colors, drawings, messages and names to 
commemorate them. This year 40 more 
squares were added to the quilt totaling 96 
squares. 

The United States is aiming for zero 
HIV infections and zero discrimination. 
Kathleen Pecinka said, “We should all 
remember hope and keep working in a HIV 

free world. Have the hope that every baby 
be born free of HIV and that adolescents 
and adults stay HIV free and those already 
living with HIV have access to medications 
and the care that they need.” By people 
coming all together there will be a greater 
chance of ending HIV transmission 
infections. Everyone must collaborate by 
preventing it using the right procedures and 
by getting tested. 

BY Mara Gonzalez Sanchez

In Memory Of The Aids Quilt

In 1987, a group of people gathered in front of a store in San Franciscoto create 
a memorial to those who lost their lives to AIDS and to help inform people about 
the devastating disease. The AIDS quilt was created in order to remember those who 
have passed. Today it is seen as a powerful visual reminder of the AIDS tragedy. 

Queensborough Community College’s Health Related Sciences Academy and 
VAPA, put together an AIDS quilt along with fellow students. 

Prior to last year, it was a poster contest and the academies wanted to get more 
student involvement. What started with 63 patches last year and 40 patches this 
year, became 103 patches in total. Nelly Karlin, mother of Deborah Karlin from 
the Health – Related Sciences Academy/Academy Adviser volunteered her time to 
put the quilt together since last year. I had interviewed the Health Related Sciences 
Academy Advisors Gail Patterson, Deborah Karlin, and Arthur Abramov. Ms. 
Patterson said that “last year they thought about doing something special for world 
AIDS Day. They have been doing this for a few years but we really wanted to do 
something creative that would attract attention and bring more people here, to raise 
the awareness and deal with the stigma, we wanted the students to become more 
involved.” 

In order for them to raise awareness, they created World AIDS Day on campus 
in hope to bring not only the student body but the community together as well. I 
asked the advisors if they had any words for those who have been diagnosed with 
AIDS and HIV. Gail Patterson said, “You’re not forgotten no matter how big or 
small depending on how you’re impacted.  There is some level of remembrance and 
acknowledgement on campus and you never know who is impacted, you have to see 
that representation in those pieces. I think that kind of says you’re not alone.” When 
I asked the group what next years’ plans are they thought it would be interesting 
to see what other campuses were planning to do so that all campuses could come 
together.  Those involved in this project and who attended the fair would like to 
thank VAPA and the staff with the Health Related Sciences Academy for making 
World’s AIDS Day on campus possible. Thank you for your support and being there 
for those in need.  

How Latinos Feel with Donald Trump As Their New President 
continued from cover page

student, said she couldn’t believe that Trump was elected as the new president, a person 
who encourages hatred toward immigrants. 

“ I have a feeling of fear or concern for all the people I know and have no documents, 
what is going to happen to them? Will I keep seeing them? Will they still have the 
opportunity to study, to work?” she wondered. 

As a daughter of immigrant parents she thinks the only way Trump could change her 
point of view is if he apologize to people, to stop mocking immigrants and encouraging 
fear and hatred, and to take seriously the role of president. The country is not a simple 
company, leadinga nation involves a lot of responsibility, the only way to make America 
great again is working with and for the people including Latinos. 

In contrast, Jorge Hernandez he believes that people are tired of having presidents 
with political backgrounds 

“ We should give him chance to see what he would be capable of doing, he seems 

to have good policies to help the American economy, that’s why I voted for him,” he 
explained..“ Donald Trump wants to change the Obamacare into a better health plan that 
individuals can afford,” Janneth Carpio responded, when asked for her thoughts of the 
result in the elections. “ We should be able to choose if we want a health plan or not, but 
with the Obamacare we are forced to have one and it’s expensive. I pay for my health plan 
monthly even if I don’t go to the doctor,” she added. 

She wants to be able to have a health plan that is affordable to her budget and can 
provide good service.

With the passage of time, we will continue to see more clearly the people who voted 
for and against Donald Trump as their new president, and their reasons for doing so. We 
hope that this decision is for the improvement of the country and that Latinos’ families 
and immigrants are not affected negatively by this decision and can continue to live in the 
United States and together make the country a good place to be. 

Photo by Mara Gonzalez Sanchez
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The QCC Food Pantry

College students are always struggling with the weight of school, metro 
card fares, food, bills and work. All throughout the semester, Queensborough 
Community College offers a number of resources that are beneficial for 
everyone. There are many opportunities that allow students to thrive so 
nobody misses out on anything. One of the biggest resources, which many 
people are unaware of, is the Queensborough Food Pantry. 

Queensborough has an extraordinary system for students in need to have 
easy access to food and other necessities. The Lucille A. Bova Food Pantry 
provides students who are suffering from money troubles or malnourishment 
with the chance to obtain food and other necessary personal items. 

The Food Pantry is located on the fourth floor of the library building, 
Room 433A. It offers non-perishable food and personal hygiene products. 
This amazing organization was created by faculty in order to address the 
problem of malnourishment at our college campus. The efforts of the 
Subcommittee on Food Insecurity, the Steering Committee of the Academic 
Senate, and Queensborough’s Phi Theta Kappa, an honor society for 
community college students, made it all possible for students to feel less 
anxiety if they have a limited food supply. 

Professor Emily Tai, the Chair of the Subcomittee on Food Insecurity 
said “there’s nothing better than students going in and leaving with bags of 
food.” She also spoke on how she hopes the food pantry blossoms to help 
the problem of student hunger. 

Many people have food insecurity, which is why the food pantry requests 
are always private. 

“I have helped students dealing with homelessness, job loss, sick parents,” 
said English professor Susan Jacobowitz.  “Some are undocumented. Some 
are helping to feed younger brothers and sisters. Some are single parents. 
Queensborough has the only food pantry initiative started by faculty and 
staffed solely by faculty. It feels good to be able to make even a small 
difference for students struggling with so many challenges.”

There are drop boxes throughout campus where QCC students and other 
members of the community can donate food.  Students can go to www.qcc.
cuny.edu/foodpantry to contact for help and hours they are at the food pantry. 

Campus News

BY Ashley Rodriguez

White Supremacists in the Alt-Right 
Find a Place in the Trump White 
House

the Huffington Post. After Breitbart’s death from a reported heart attack in 
2012 at age 43, Bannon became a prominent figure at the news network, 
becoming the networks executive chairperson. It was under the direction of 
Bannon, that Breitbart became a popular platform for those associated with 

Photo Credit: qcc.cuny.edu

continued from cover page

far-left ideologies eventually giving a voice to the alt-right movement. 
The term “alt-right” short for alternative right, was created by Richard B. 

Spencer, president and director of the National Policy Institute (NPI), a think 
tank classified as a white supremacist organization by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center.  On its website, the NPI describes itself as an organization 
“dedicated to the heritage, identity and future of people of European decent 
in the United States.” In addition to speeches regarding the creation of 
their ideal white ethno state, the conference’s attendees celebrated Donald 
Trump’s election victory embracing it as a key step towards the creation of 
a white nationalist society.

Through Breitbart.com the alt-right attracts far larger crowds than the 
200 plus people who attended the NPI’s annual conference. The Breitbart 
media platform has given white nationalist, white supremacists, racists, and 
misogynist a platform from which they can freely express, embrace, and 
further promote their views. White nationalist groups such as the alt-right, 
associate with far-right politics and tend to have strong beliefs in what they 
call “traditional” values. This group is known to shun liberal views, instead 
choosing to adopt and promote an extreme white nationalist agenda. 

White nationalist promote the separation of whites from other racial and 
ethnic groups in the United States leading to their ultimate goal of forming 
a white nationalist state. Other white nationalist groups include the Ku Klux 
Klan (KKK), neo-Nazi’s, and Christian Identity all of who believe the white 
race to be supreme to all other races. The rapid change in the demographic 
makeup of the United States has raised fears in these white nationalist as 
they view these changes as a threat to their identity as a race, going as far as 
calling for an ethnic cleansing.

At Donald Trump’s rallies across America during the presidential 
campaign of 2016, the nation and the world began to see frequent live images 
of physical altercations breaking out between Trump supporters and those 
opposed to his messages. These images along with offensive soundbites 
from many Trump supporters revealed the racist, anti-immigration, and 
misogynistic ideals that were freely on display for the world to watch. 
Aside from their promotion of racist ideologies others associated with the 
alt-right such as Breitbart technology editor Milo Yiannopoulos, has openly 
expressed misogynistic views adding yet another disturbing layer to the alt-
rights ideological makeup.

Yiannopoulos expressed his disdain for women in a recently published 
Bloomberg News profile piece. In the interview he argues that scientific 
evidence shows the way women process spatial relationships, are inferior 
to their male counter parts. Yiannopoulos expressed a distrust of female cab 
drivers due to their gender. Instead Yiannopoulos prefers to make sure his 
Uber drivers are strictly male. 

“It’s the only thing Saudi Arabia gets right,” Yiannopoulos says referring 
to the countries ban on women obtaining a driver’s license, essentially 
restricting their right to drive.

Yiannopoulos was recently banned from Twitter after violating the social 
networking sites hateful conduct policy by insultingly referring to actress 
Leslie Jones as a “black dude”. Yiannopoulos denies his comments were 
ever made to insult Jones.

 Now that Bannon has stepped down from his position as the executive 
chair of Breitbart News, he prepares for his new role as chief strategist and 
counselor to President-elect Trump. The outrage pouring out from each 
corner of the country has come from the fears that grip many stemming 
from the rise in hate speech, calls for ethnic cleansings, the promotion of 
misogynistic views, strong anti-immigration sentiments, and Islamophobia. 

Bannon, referring to the Breitbart News Network told Mother Jones, 
“We’re the platform for the alt-right”, a platform those on the side of tolerance 
and equality vow to keep from ever influencing American democracy. 
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2016 Fall Presidential Series: The Queens and Brooklyn 
Nobody Knows 
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Campus News

BY  Lyasia Henderson

On November 15th 2016, Dr. William 
Helmreich came to Queensborough 
Community College and spoke about his 
experience of walking through New York 
City. To be exact he walked 6,000 miles or 
the equivalent of 121,000 blocks through 
the city. Dr. William Helmreich received 
his Ph.D. in Sociology from Washington 
University (St. Louis). He is a Distinguished 
Professor of Sociology at the Colin Powell 
School of Civic & Global Leadership at 
City College of New York and a Professor 
of Sociology at City University Graduate 
Center. He is also a Permanent Senior 
Fellow at Yale University.” He has authored 
15 books, one of his most recent publications 
is “The New York Nobody Knows.” In this 
book he talks about gentrification and his 
many experience and encounters with the 
diversified people of New York City. Dr. 
Helmreich specializes in areas such as race 
and ethnic relations, religion, immigration, 
risk behavior, the Sociology of New York 
City, urban sociology, consumer behavior 
and market research. 

The love for the city stems from when 

Dr. Helmreich was a young boy growing 
up in the city and played a game with his 
father called “Last Stop.” In this game him 
and his father rode the train until the last 
stop and then proceeded to walk around 
that neighborhood. When they finished 
their walk in that particular neighborhood, 
they proceeded to the neighborhood on 
the second to last stop and so on and so 
forth. This game went on for four to five 
years during his adolescence. He talked of 
many encounters he had with people from 
the Queens and Brooklyn area. One of the 
stories were about a Guyanese native whom 
had various flowers in front of his yard from 
his country. 

While he was walking in Brooklyn he 
came across a man with two boa constrictors 
around his neck and four pit bulls.  Just to 
help us see the New York he sees and to 
justify why he walked every block and never 
skipped any. He explained the differences 
and commonalities of both Queens and 
Brooklyn. He said that gentrification occurs 
differently in each borough. In Queens 
there are many Asians moving into our 
neighborhoods, which, according to Dr. 

Helmriech, isn’t gentrification. In Brooklyn, 
gentrification is taking place in different 
neighborhoods too. 

When he spoke about the topic of 
gentrification, he explained that gentrification 
is either good or bad depending on which 
end you’re on. For example, renters may 
disagree but the owners do not because 
according to Dr. Helmreich the only color 
that matters in New York is green, money. 
He believes we should study the question 
of where do the displaced go when they are 
kicked out. 

After his lecture there was a series 
of questions, one of them being was his 
book solely based on personal experience? 
Dr. Helmreich had over 800 references 
and some outside experience to help him 
write his book. When asked about how he 
prepared for the book he said that he had a 
map of each neighborhood and after walking 
that neighborhood he marked the blocks that 
he walked. He used his iPhone to record 
conversations he held with people on the 
street and had 700 pages of notes. When 
asked why walk every block, he simply 
responded, “When walking, you’ll never 

know when you will come across something 
amazing.” He calls New York City, “the 
greatest outdoor museum in the world.”

The Rise in Hate Crimes within High Schools and Colleges

“I am sick and tired of 
seeing my fellow Muslim 
brothers and sisters 
being killed and tortured 
EVERYWHERE … I can’t 
take it anymore. America! 
Stop interfering with other 
countries … [if] you want 
us Muslims to stop carrying 
lone wolf attacks.” 

 This was a 
Facebook post Abdul Razak 
Ali Artan made before 
stabbing 11 students on 
his school campus. While 
this kind of violent act is 
never justified, it speaks to 
the kind of outcome that 
arises from xenophobia. 
The news about these hate 
crimes have been an up 
and coming topic, and the 
numbers of incidents are 
only increasing since the 

BY Zaida Chunga

made these hateful individuals feel validated in expressing and acting out their negativity 
towards these groups.

 According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, “nearly 40 percent of all incidents 
occurred in an educational (K-12 schools and university/college) setting.” Schools have 
become a vulnerable place for these occurrences.

Racial profiling is the common reason for the numerous cases of police brutality. 
Public opinion sees many of the cases to be unjust. The Civil Rights Organization states 
that, “The U.S Supreme Court has held that racial profiling violates the constitutional 
requirement that all persons be accorded equal protection of the law”. As a result, 
protesting from all over the country has become more frequent. As the elections come to 
an end, many protestors are not only opposing the outcomes, but also trying to stand up 
for minority groups. 

Within high schools and colleges, there is graffiti of racist comments being spray-
painted. For example, in California, a teenager walked into the bathroom to find “whites” 
and “colored” written over the urinals. 

One SUNY New Paltz student walked into her school’s bathroom stall to see graffiti 
that read, “ISIS is calling! Muslims can leave!” and “ F*** stupid Latino Immigrants.” 

As a Mexican-American student attending a school with mostly white students, she 
identifies herself as a minority. 

“Racist ideals [that] so many people claim don’t exist, truly do, and they only target 
minority groups,” she stated. “It’s evident that America is taking a step back in history,” 

In extreme cases, minorities have been verbally or physically assaulted by others who 
believe that they are superior. As a result, protesting from all over the country has become 
more frequent. As the elections come to an end, many protestors are not only opposing the 
outcomes, but also trying to stand up for minority groups.

As we grow up we are normally taught to accept and acknowledge others, not make 
others feel looked down on. As a president, Trump is supposed to be a representation of 
our country but instead is justifying these hateful acts with talks of building a wall to keep 
immigrants out, and proposing to start a registry for Muslims. That is how hatred and 
division is spread throughout people. 

As high school and college students attempt to find a role in society, they are being 
constantly exposed to the separation occurring in society. They are our “future” and instead 
of nurturing equality many of them are being limited to being the oppressor or being the 
oppressed. 

Photo credit: Mariella Benavides Bravo
Caption: Hate speech found in SUNY New Paltz campus 
bathroom

Presidential elections. 
Not only have the boroughs of New York City been affected but it has also raised 

concern in different states. The rise of these hate crimes have been towards Latino, African 
Americans, LGBT, and Muslims groups. If America is known for being diverse, then why 
is hate being directed towards groups of people that make up our student body. 

According to a statement on the FBI’s website, “Situations surrounding crime at 
school locations vary based on the offender’s motive and intended victim.” 

Recent incidents such as a KKK recruitment flyers being distributed on campuses, 
swastikas being spray painted with “Go Trump” epithets at a Brooklyn park dedicated 
to a Jewish MC, and numerous other offensive verbal and physical crimes are proof of 
this rising epidemic. These hate crimes are done to target minority groups. The incidents 
that have occurred have risen after Donald Trump was elected president. His election has 
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Building Your Credit

Credit scores have become an integral part of our 
financial lives and they are a great financial tool.  Whether 
they help us or haunt us, they’re always there to remind us 
just how important they are which is why it is important to 
keep track of your score and understand how your actions 
can affect those numbers that mean so much. 

Credit scores affect the kind of deals you get on 
cellphone plans, loans, credit card limits, insurance prices 
and mortgages.  Sometimes landlords want to see your credit 
score before they let you rent. It is essential that everyone 
knows how to use their credit score as a lever. 

Many people don’t have credit because they have either 
never used a credit card or haven’t used their credit recently 
enough to get a score. There are various ways to build your 
credit score. One way of building credit is getting a secured 
credit card. A secured credit card is just like a regular credit 
card except you are required to put down a deposit first to 
provide assurance to the creditor that you will repay your 
debt, you start off with a small amount of credit but it slowly 
builds up if you keep up with your payments the right way. 

Just like any other credit card you may buy things, 
make a payment on or before the due date, incur interest if 
you don’t pay your balance in full. Your cash deposit is used 
as collateral if you fail to make payments. Once the account 
is closed you will receive your deposit back. Secured credit 

BY Francesca Pacheco
cards are meant to help you build your 
credit enough to be able to apply and get 
approved for a regular credit card. Not all 
the credit cards you apply to are the same 
so be sure to look for low interest rates, 
benefits, if possible, (which are better 
when you acquire an unsecured credit 
card), and finally make sure it reports to 
three credit bureaus, Equifax, Experian 
and TransUnion. 

Another way you may begin to 
build your credit is to get someone who 
trusts you to become an authorized user 
on their credit card. First you may want 
to ask the credit card user if his or her 

payment that is required by a secured credit card. Whether 
you have bad credit or not credit at all you will be approved 
for the loan which is when you will need to start making 
the payments to repay the loan that was given to you. The 
money you borrow will be deposited into a savings account 
which you will have access to once you finish paying it off. 
If you are successful in making your payments, you will get 
a positive report sent to the credit card bureaus and build or 
improve your credit. 

Now that you know how to start building your credit 
you must know that maintaining a good credit score is the 
main goal. Only charge what you can afford to pay in full.  
The point of having a credit card to build your credit is to 
demonstrate that you are responsible in paying back any 
money that is loaned to you. This doesn’t mean to leave 
your card in your wallet to collect dust either; your credit 
card must be used to receive reports and feedback--not 
using your card doesn’t demonstrate responsibility. 

Try to use your credit card a minimum of once a 
month, you may want to use it for gas, your metro card, a 
quick meal, or any small random payment that you know 
you will be able to pay back. You may also want to avoid 
using more than half of your credit card limit as it will 
affect your score. Paying all your bills, loans and debt on 
time every month is extremely important. One late payment 
may drastically affect your score especially when you are 
just starting off. 

Even if you only have one or two credit cards try to 
avoid applying to various accounts. Every time you apply 
for a loan or a card your credit score gets negatively affected. 
Six months into building your credit you may begin to 
check up on your credit report. Look at the feedback that is 
given to you and try to make improvements if need be. A 
year after making timely payments may be enough to apply 
for an unsecured credit card. Think of this time period as 
initiation before getting all of the perks of having a good 
credit score. 

Campus News/City

Subway Therapy: The Hearts of New Yorkers
BY Sara-Frances Sassine

“Black, white, yellow brown… two eyes, one heart, two lungs. See love, feel love, 
breathe love. STOP hate.” This was one of the many quotes that plaster the walls of the 
New York City underground.

In the wake of the election New York has dealt with major devastation as more than 
80% of the city’s population voted for presidential candidate Hillary Clinton.

Inside the subway’s the once lively train cars are so quiet you can hear a pin drop and 
no eye contact is made on buses for the city dwellers every day commute; the silence was 
deafening. New Yorkers felt as if they had no voice anymore; that their opinions didn’t 
matter. No one spoke because everyone was just in complete shock.

One man felt the sadness had to be changed long before the election was conducted. 
Matthew Chavez, a street artist set up a table inside the halls of the subways with a sign 
that read “Express Yourself.”

A quote from Mr. Chavez read, “At the end of that year I crashed on a motorbike, and 
I spent 3 weeks in a Korean hospital with a foot injury. I had a lot of time to think about 
pain, isolation, and fear and I started wondering about how people find absolution. How 
does a person feel better about something they feel bad about? I have family and friends I 
can rely on, but what about people who don’t have what I have? I wanted to explore that 
through action so I started going out with a table and two chairs to see if people would talk 
to me. They did.”

He had already been doing subway therapy for six months, but at the time it was just 
him and his notebook with which he asked people to just talk to him. When he found that 
this didn’t work as he would have hoped, he decided to get some post-it notes, sit on the 
side and allow people to write their feelings out on paper.

In an interview with Elite Daily when Mr. Chavez was asked if he was a therapist 
he responded with “No, I’m just a passionate human being and I want people to feel less 
stressed.” 

And that is exactly what he did. If it wasn’t for his efforts our underground wouldn’t 
be filled with so much love, hope and dreams for a better tomorrow. 

card reports to the three credit card bureaus; Equifax, 
Experian and TransUnion. If their card doesn’t it will 
not help you build your credit and your efforts will be 
wasted. Being an authorized user is great because you get 
to have access to the credit card as you build your credit 
but the plus is that you aren’t legally obligated to pay for 
your charges-- which of course means you need to come 
up with an agreement with the credit card holder. 

Since you will most likely need to pay your share 
of the card as per the cardholder, you need to make sure 
the payments are done on time. Otherwise it will harm 
the person who was trying to help you build your credit.  
Getting a co-signer on a credit card or loan will also help 
you get the unsecured credit card you want but the catch 
is that the co-signer is responsible if you fail to make 
your payments. The card your co-signer signs for is their 
legal responsibility, their credit will be the one negatively 
affected if things go south. 

Applying for a credit-builder loan has the sole 
purpose of helping people build their credit. Although it 
is not widely advertised, it is a way in which you can 
build your credit and save money at the same time. 
This is a great method for the people who can make the 
monthly payments but don’t have the money for a down 

New Yorkers were able to express themselves and also feel safer in knowing there are 
other people out there who not only feel the same but also want to protect those who are 
most scared.

“We as minorities need to stick together, not drift apart,” read one note written by 
Jonathan Periola, a first year student at Hunter College. 

It was as if the city was alive again and the colors were back and bright on the streets 
of New York. 

Mr. Chavez spoke about how he felt seeing so many people respond to his Subway 
Therapy.

“I think there was a moment right when it started when I was looking at a flood of 
people trying to get to the sticky notes to write something. I thought it was stunning that 
so many people were so desperate to find relief. It made me really want to be there every 
minute of every day to try and help in whatever was I could.”

Another post-it by an anonymous writer reads, “Sometimes you win, sometimes you 
learn.” 

And we will learn from this election. And we will learn from these emotions. And we 
will learn to come together again as one united nation. 

But for now we write our feelings on a wall for everyone to see that we do not stand 
alone and that in New York there is nothing to fear. New York was built upon what makes 
us different but also that we are more alike than meets the eyes. 

If you would like to “Express Yourself” as Mr. Chavez has said go see these walls filled 
with beautiful writing from all different ethnicities, sexualities, and ages. At the Union 
Square station as well as Mr. Chavez’s main spot the 14th Street Subway Station you can 
see for yourself the feeing of the people of New York and you can also write out your own 
feelings on these long colorful walls. 

A final anonymous post-it quote reads “Thank you New York. Keep fighting the good 
fight.” 

Photo Credit: Picserver.org
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Metro Card Hikes, Must or Bust?

“Stand clear of the closing doors, please,”
 Another year, another MTA fare hike. It seems just 

like yesterday when we had our last fare hike—and it might 
feel like that because it was only a little over a year ago 
when the fare of $2.50 was raised to $2.75, which caused 
quite a stir. 

As of late July this year the MTA revealed two financial 
plans that could increase the fare up to four percent. 

Two options have been floated. Plan A consists of 
allowing the $2.75 charge for a single ride to remain the 
same, but instead riders would get less of a bonus, at only 
five percent with every round-trip purchase. Plan B consist 
of raising the fare to $3, but would give  riders a 16 percent 
bonus, which is 96 cents back for every $6 on a Metro 
Card. As for unlimited metro cards, this means hikes under 
both plans. The monthly pass as of right now is $116.50 but 
that will be raised to $121, and the weekly pass, which is 
currently $31, will be increased by just $1 to $32. 

What does that mean for daily commuters? 
New York City is an expensive place to live and on 

average 5.7 million people commute on the weekdays so 
more than one frustrated commuter has asked, “Where is 
our money even going to?” 

Well, according to the MTA it goes to running and 
the maintaining the system as its always expanding and 
modernizing just like the Big Apple itself. For example 
the 2nd Avenue Subway that finally opened with a budget 
of $4.45 billion dollars has certainly been a drain on the 
MTA’s resources.. 

As history can tell you, most commuters aren’t happy, 
especially the ones who struggle to make ends meet. 

By Noely Cisneros

The New Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum
BY Alex Rivinius

On August 4, 2015, Billy Joel played the final show at  the Nassau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum (NVMC). This meant the end for the old barn – no more hockey, no more 
concerts, no more conventions. The only place now to watch a concert if you’re  on Long 
Island is  by taking the trip to the city to Madison Square Garden or the Barclays Center.  
So what is the Coliseum’s future? 

The Coliseum  will be undergoing a 229 million dollar renovation, which includes 
restaurants and an ice skating rink, bowling alley and movie theater. This was all in former 
owner Charles Wang’s lighthouse plan but got rejected after a vote was held in Nassau 
County. The plan included a minor league baseball stadium, ice rinks, training facilities for 
the islanders and the former AFL (Arena Football League) team, the New York Dragons.   
Nassau County voted no to the proposition, which included spending 400 million on the 
coliseums renovation.  This meant the Islanders would move and anyone who worked there 
– ushers, concession workers, vendors – lost their jobs.

        Now that the Coliseum’s rights have been acquired by Mikhail Prokhorov, the 
owner of the Brooklyn Nets and the Barclays Center, a 229 million dollar renovation is 
in place. The plan also includes the Nets D-league (developmental-league) team to play 
there. Since the New York Islanders won’t be moving back, they need to fill the remaining 
nights a hockey team’s schedule would usually fill. The Long Island Nets would help fill 
some nights while the rest will be filled with concerts and shows.  They need to fill the 
Coliseum 250 nights out of the year and with a D league basketball team and a possible 
AHL franchise, The Bridgeport Sound Tigers, they just might make it.  With a brand new 
basketball team and an AHL hockey team that doesn’t draw too many fans the Coliseum 
will have to work harder to book artists and to get Jon Ledecky to commit to the Islanders 
playing 6 games a year at the Coliseum.  

 I got the chance to speak with Jerry Mann, an usher at Nassau Coliseum for 10 
years. I asked him about his feelings on the Coliseum closing. 

“ I feel bad for the people of Nassau county,” he said. “They let something thing that a 
lot of people enjoyed go away.” 

I asked Jerry if he got an opportunity to pick the job he wants at the new Coliseum.

“ When the coliseum closed we were told we have first picks but as we come closer to 
the opening we still haven’t heard from them [Brett Yormark, the CEO of Barclays Center 
and the Nassau Coliseum],” he said.

On whether the Coliseum can survive without the Islanders playing there, he said, “ I 
really doubt it – even though they didn’t sell out every game they drew a decent number of 
fans. I personally feel that cutting the seating down to below NHL regulation was just flat 
out dumb, two minor league franchises will not draw many fans. I remember when we used 
to have NBA preseason games here and they just wouldn’t sell at all.” 

One Islanders season ticket holder, Keith Barret, agreed. 
“They’re [Brett Yorkmark’s team] trying hard to book tons of concerts, and I think the 

Sound Tigers would do much better in the Long Island Area.”  
On the Coliseum closing, he said, “ It hurt, I had season tickets for 13 years and it 

sucked because I didn’t transfer them over to Barclays. I love my Islanders but I’m not 
paying money to go see a team that doesn’t care about its fans and a building you can’t see 
half the ice in.” 

A lot of people are hoping the Long Island Nets are a big hit and draw tons of fans in 
absence of the Islanders. The Sound Tigers wouldn’t be able to move until 2018, so can it 
survive with just one team? The NBA’s D-league set an attendance record of 3 million for 
the year including playoffs. The Long Island Nets’ upstate rival, the Westchester Knicks, 
play in an arena only holding 2,100 so we really can’t expect a lot from the Long Island 
Nets. The AHL’s franchise the Bridgeport Sound Tigers only drew an average of 3,569 fans 
to the games, so we really can’t expect these two teams to sell out or even fill the coliseum 
to 10k like the Islanders do.  The Islanders even in Brooklyn average around 13k fans per 
night in a 16k arena, so maybe the two teams can add up to what the Islanders averaged 
during the NHL season. 

The Coliseum’s plan is on schedule and is opening on April 5th, 2017 and a lot of 
people are excited to see how it goes. With a brand new renovation, amazing food options, 
and hope in peoples’s hearts, hopefully the Coliseum will be Long Island’s arena forever. 

 

Photo Credit: newsweek.com
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On Nov. 17, the United States Surgeon 
General, Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, issued a report 
addressing substance use disorders and the wide 
range of health problems related to alcohol and 
drugs. He is essentially America’s first doctor 
and is responsible for communicating the best 
available scientific information to the public.  His 
message calls for, among other things, a cultural 
change in understanding that addiction is a brain 
disease, not a character flaw. 

“We have to stop treating addiction as a moral 
failing and start seeing it for what it is: a chronic 
disease that must be treated with skill, urgency 
and compassion,” said the Surgeon General.

 Most Americans know someone with a 
substance use disorder, and many know someone 
who has lost or nearly lost a family member as a 
consequence of substance misuse. Yet, at the same 
time, few other medical conditions are surrounded 
by as much shame and misunderstanding as 
substance abuse. Millions of Americans suffer 
from alcoholism or addiction to legal and illegal 
drugs, but only a small percentage are being 
treated. One in seven people in the United 
States are expected to develop a substance abuse 
disorder, but as of now only one in ten will receive 
treatment, according to the Surgeon General. 

  This report is intended to prompt the public, 

policy makers, and health care professionals to 
better address such issues.  Over 38,000 people 
die annually from drug overdoses in the U.S. 
Overdoses from opioids have become the fastest 
growing drug problem throughout the U.S. and 
there are more people with substance abuse 
disorders than people with cancer. 

 “His statement is a step in the right direction. 
Addiction is a disease and a problem that needs 
to be addressed, these are real people with real 
problems,” explains Dr. Farzon.A. Nahvi, an 
Emergency Room physician in New York City. 

Dr. Murthy’s statement has been compared 
to the groundbreaking Surgeon General reports 
of the 1950’s and 1960’s that said that smoking 
caused lung cancer, which led to Congress in 
1965 to require health warnings on cigarette 
packs. But it is not clear if this report will have 
the same trickle down effect. 

President Elect Donald Trump has said that 
he will try everything he can to get Americans 
“unaddicted” to drugs, but his chief proposal is 
to build a wall on the border with Mexico. This 
wall, he argues, would keep the drug dealers out 
and keep out “the heroin from poisoning our 
youth.” Whether this will help solve America’s 
problem with drugs will be something to watch 
for, especially when many more people are dying 
from abuse of legally prescribed drugs within the 
United States than from any heroin that may be 
entering through our border. 

With Trump’s recent appointment of Tom Price 
to be Secretary of Health and Human Services it 
is safe to assume that Trump will indeed follow 
through on his promise of repealing and replacing 
Obamacare. Price is one of the first lawmakers 
to draft a full replacement of the Affordable Care 
act and has a very different approach to health 
coverage. His draft calls for the elimination 
of the federal health exchange, through which 
millions of people have obtained subsidies for 
purchasing insurance coverage.  Also many states 
will no longer be given billions of dollars in aid 
for expanding Medicaid eligibility. All of this 
will add to the burden American’s already face 
in receiving proper screening, diagnosis, and 
treatment for alcohol and substance abuse. 

Surgeon General Murthy wants to make it 
very clear the call for people’s attention in this 
matter and the stark statistics, but he also wants 
to recognize that there are reasons to be hopeful. 
Prevention and treatment programs change 

The Future of America’s War on Addiction Under a 
Trump Presidency   
BY Adelcy Sanchez 

people’s lives. They bring communities together. 
College-campus-based programs are vital. 

I recently walked into Queensborough’s 
Community College Health Services and asked 
to speak with someone regarding alcohol and 
drug addiction. Because of the serious nature of 
such a request, I found myself in a private room 
with Isabel Hocevar R.N, who is the director 
of health services on campus, all in a matter of 
minutes. Her willingness to educate, council, 
and refer when appropriate was evident. She 
further explained how her office is able to handle 
such situations for anyone that is in the mist 
of alcohol and drug abuse and is seeking help 
and guidance. She elaborated that anyone who 
is in need of help can and should visit Health 
Services. 

We have heard it before: Addiction does 
not discriminate. It does not matter if you are 
rich or poor, famous or unknown, a man or a 
woman, or even a child. The Surgeon General’s 
directive serves as a message not to stigmatize 
the afflicted, but instead to offer compassion and 
understanding. Individuals, no matter whom, are 
vulnerable to the ravages of drugs and alcohol, 
and if you are experiencing these difficulties just 
know that help is available through the Health 
Services office here on the Queensborough 
Community College campus. 

Who will president elect Donald Trump 
choose to takeover the position of Surgeon 
General? Whether his new appointee will 
approach the war on drugs and alcohol with as 
much vigor and a similar approach to policy will 
be critical components of a Trump presidency. 
How America deals with its drug and alcohol 
abuse problem will further define our country 
and its citizens. As citizens it is vital to keep the 
dialogue of abuse in the forefront and demand 
our elected officials and president elect take 
serious measures in this war. 

Email our Senator Charles E. Schumer at: 
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-
chuck

Email our Governor Andrew Cuomo at:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/

governor-contact-form
            Email our President Elect Donald J. 

Trump at:
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/contact

Photo Credit: The Villager Feb. 18, 2016
The United States Surgeon General, Dr. Vivek H. Murthy
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Do you like to write?
Do you want to share your writing with 
others?
 
Then write for the Communiqué.
The QCC Communiqué is looking for a few good writers 
for its Spring 2017 issues. 
We are especially interested in micro-reviews (200-300 
words) of new movies; editorials related to QCC, higher 
education, NYC, and the world; feature articles about 
college life; and book, theatre, and music reviews for 
our arts section.                
Writing for the Communiqué is a great opportunity to 
share your ideas with other QCC students and contribute 
to the campus community. It’s also an excellent way to 
beef up your resume and your college applications. 
Interested students should contact Communiqué 
Faculty Adviser Alisa Cercone at : ACercone@qcc.
cuny.edu & Elisabeth Toohey at EToohey@qcc.cuny.
edu 
The COMMUNIQUÉ: 

 It’s Your Paper!

Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel Castro, who came 
to power in 1959 and has survived over 600 assassination 
attempts, has died on November 25, 2016, at the age of 90. 
The news came out on Cuban television when his brother, 
Raul Castro, announced to his people the death of their 
leader.

Fidel Castro came to power in 1959 as the leader of 
a revolutionary movement which aimed to overthrow 
the corrupt Cuban dictator at the time, Fulgencio Batista, 
whose dictatorship was supported by the United States. 

As Cuba’s new dictator, Fidel Castro espoused 
communism and began to work with the Soviet Union 
which helped Cuba with military and economic support. 
This led to high tension with United States and resulted 
in the Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Castro also helped incite communist revolutions in Latin 
America in countries such as Colombia and the Dominican 
Republic.

 While Fidel Castro did help improve health care and 
education, he maintined complete control over Cuba and 
brutally persecuted and/or imprisoned anyone who he 
thought to be enemies of his regime. Thousands of Cubans 
were killed or tragically died trying to flee the island 
because of his dictatorship. 

When the Soviet Union was destroyed in 1991, Cuba 
faced one of its worst economic crises but Castro was very 
determined on getting Cuba back to where it once was. This 
resulted in easing up on some restrictions.

 Over time Castro’s health became visibly worse and 
he finally handed power over to his brother Raúl Castro in 
2008. Fidel still maintained political influence and made 
appearances when dignitaries visited the island, with the 
exception of President Barack Obama’s recent visit. 

  Once the news of Fidel Castro’s death broke out, 
the world had mixed emotions. The Cubans on the island 
mourned his death and paid respects to their leader who 
they saw as a defender of the poor meanwhile the Cubans 
in Miami stayed up all night partying in the streets of Little 
Havana.

Many had different reactions because many had 
different perceptions of Castro. As the New York Times 
wrote, “He wielded power like a tyrant, controlling every 

aspect of the island’s existence. He was Cuba’s “Maximo 
Lider.” From atop a Cuban Army tank, he directed his 

Fidel Castro is Dead
BY Charlene Nieves

totalitarian island, it is my hope that today marks a move 
away from the horrors endured for too long, and toward a 
future in which the wonderful Cuban people finally live in 
the freedom they so richly deserve,”

Based on the statement, it seems that Trump is 
willing to form stronger relations with Cuba. Although 
many critics do believe it is Trump’s wallet that is talking 
and hoping to open businesses in Cuba and not his heart. 

Whether the United States forms better relations with 
Cuba or not, one thing is for certain which is that Castro’s 
death has closed a chapter for many Cubans, either a good 
or bad.

Alberto Ruiz, a Cuban resident of New York who has 
not been to Cuba in over 20 years, had mixed feelings 
towards Castro’s death. “I am glad that he is dead and will 
not be able to cause anyone harm but I am not pleased at 
how he died. He died peacefully in bed surrounded by 
loved ones meanwhile many have died in terrible ways 
because of him. Many died trying to have something so 
simple that we all take for granted which is freedom. It 
is good that he is gone but his death brings no feelings of 
justice.”

Fidel Castro will go down in history as a revolutionary 
leader who led Cuba for almost half a century. Whether 
you looked at him in a good or bad light, it did not matter to 
him. In response to his critics, he once stated: “Condemn 
me. It does not matter. History will absolve me.”

country’s defense at the Bay 
of Pigs. Countless details fell 
to him, from selecting the 
color of uniforms that Cuban 
soldiers wore in Angola to 
overseeing a program to 
produce a superbreed of milk 
cows. He personally set the 
goals for sugar harvests. He 
personally sent countless men 
to prison.

 But it was more 
than repression and fear that 
kept him and his totalitarian 
government in power for so 
long. He had both admirers 
and detractors in Cuba and 
around the world. Some saw 
him as a ruthless despot who 
trampled rights and freedoms; 
many others hailed him as the 
crowds did that first night, as 
a revolutionary “hero for the 
ages.”

Since Castro’s death, 
many have wondered what 
newly elected president 
Donald Trump will do in 
terms of working with Cuba. 
In a statement made by 
Trump during the holiday 
weekend, he said, “Though 
the tragedies, deaths and pain 
caused by Fidel Castro cannot 
be erased, our administration 
will do all it can to ensure 
the Cuban people can finally 
begin their journey toward 
prosperity and liberty.”

“While Cuba remains a 
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Puff Puff Pass a Law
Recently a law regarding recreational use, 

sale and consumption of marijuana was passed 
in November in five states. There are now 
eight states that allow their citizens to freely 
smoke cannabis in peace. States such as Alaska, 
Washington, Colorado, Oregon, Massachusetts, 
Maine, Nevada, California and Washington have 
now come to accept marijuana use for not only 
medical purposes but for recreational use as well.  

In the year 2000 only 31% of America was in 
support of legalization of marijuana but as time 
passed it seemed that more people are accepting 
this drug.  According to a Gullup Poll in October, 
60% of Americans support the legalization of 
marijuana, which is double what it was sixteen 
years ago. However, Governor Jerry Brown of 
California feels differently. In an interview he 
stated, “How many people can get stoned and 
still have a great state or a great nation?” But 
it’s not just stoners and Democrats who should 
be exhaling a deep cough of relief, economists 
too may find the news worthy of some bubbles or 
bubblers, states Huffington Post. 

This may come as a great surprise to the 
governor and many delegates that the legalization 
of marijuana can help many states collaborate 
to increase in the status of the economy. Some 
economists believe that legalizing cannabis 
could save the United States up to $14 Billion 
a year. According to Governing an online blog, 
twenty-six states and the District of Columbia 
currently have laws legalizing marijuana in some 
form. Below are each state and their new laws 
concerning consumption and distribution of 
marijuana. The marijuana revolution has begun! 

California:  California passed a bill, 
Proposition 64, which allows citizens who 
are twenty-one and older to have the ability to 
purchase marijuana legally. California natives 
are also granted to posses up to one ounce of 
marijuana and grow up to six plants in their home, 

according to Governing, an online source. There 
will be a 15% sales tax on marijuana but the 
money will be used in part to study drug research, 
treatment and help with enforcing the new law 
CNN claims. This new law has now made the 
entire west coast a legal enclave for recreational 
cannabis, reports Business Insider. 

Massachusetts: Voters chose to say yes 
to Question four, which is a bill legalizing 
recreational use of marijuana, possession, 
growth and cultivation. Comparable to the laws 
concerning alcohol, marijuana laws reflect 
similar qualities. According to CNN, a consumer 
can have under ten ounces in their home and 
under one ounce in public. Residents are allowed 
to grow up to six plants in their home. Although 
government officials such as Attorney General 
Maura Healy opposed this request, Healy claims, 
“Our state has already decriminalized the drug for 
personal use, and we’ve made it legally available 
for medical use. The question before us now is 
whether marijuana should be fully legal and 
widely available for commercial sale. We think 
the answer is ‘no.” But the people voted and the 
results show a majority of the voters supported 
the legalization of recreational use. Exactly 46% 
was against the legalization and 54% was in favor 
of it.  Starting on December 15th recreational 
use of cannabis will be allowed in the state of 
Massachusetts.

Nevada: On November 8, voters chose to vote 
yes to Question two on the ballet allowing “Sin 
City” to become one of the few states to legalize 
recreational use of cannabis. This bill allows 
possession, cultivation sale and recreational 
use of marijuana. One ounce or less has now 
become legal or one-eight of an ounce or less of 
concentrated marijuana is legal for people twenty- 
one and older. Residents can own up to six plants 
in their homes as long as the area is enclosed with 
a lock. Businesses that are marijuana related are 

By Danielle Sandow

National
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not allowed to sell within 1,000 feet of a school 
or 500 feet of a community facility. With the New 
Year come new laws, starting January 1, Nevada 
residents are legally allowed to possess up to one 
ounce of marijuana. Unlike other states, licensed 
medical marijuana dispensaries are the only 
establishments that can apply for a license for 
recreational sales. Nevada will also tax 15% on 
marijuana but the money will be used to support 
schools. 

Maine: Residents of Maine have chosen 
to pass this bill but it was pretty shocking how 
close in numbers the results were.  This bill was 
in favor to legalize recreational use, possession, 
cultivation and sale of marijuana to adults who are 
above the age of twenty-one.  The results show 
that 50% of voters voted yes while 49% voted 
against the legalization. CNN reported that the 
state will put a 10% sales tax on the drug and will 
allow social clubs and retail groups to sell it. This 
particular bill was designed to legalize, regulate 
and tax marijuana as an agricultural product. 
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Welcome back fellow shoppers, let’s talk smart 
shopping! Whether you are a spendthrift or a penny pincher 
there is probably someone special you want to surprise this 
holiday season, whether it’s your family, friends, or your 
romantic companion. So let’s go shopping for gifts that 
make a statement without breaking your wallet!                                                                                   

Everyone loves to save more and spend less. Stores 
offer a great selection of sales all year round, especially 
during the holidays, so if you missed Black Friday you 
have nothing to worry about. In addition, most stores offer 
an extra 10% off your first purchase when you sign up for 
email alerts. I am talking big name retail stores such as 
Adidas, Neiman Marcus, and Bloomingdales. Some offer 
student discounts, such as Top Shop and American Apparel, 
which offers 15 percent off your purchase when you 
register your student email. These discounts can amount to 
lots of saving, I can vouch for that. Just a few days ago, I 
purchased a Michael Kors puffer jacket at Neiman Marcus 
for my father, valued at $300, for only $67; that’s around a 
75 percent discount .       

“But how to feed that urge without the splurge?” as 
Ellen Warren asks in the Chicago Tribune.   Here are my top 
four tips for smart shopping: 

• Tip 1: Sign up for emails to your special someone’s 
favorite retail store; you’ll be notified when there is an extra 
discount available. 

• Tip 2: Always check the sale racks before 
purchasing a full priced item; chances are you’ll find just 
what you are looking for there. Better still, make your 
purchase online since more items are available and you 
won’t have to rummage through a messy sale rack. 

• Tip 3: Choose “quality over quantity.”  Don’t 
settle for low quality gifts at special times, even when you 
have a tight budget. This leads back to tip one and two and 
the most important tip of all: Check your emails and wait 
to buy when there is an extra percent off over the already 
reduced sale price. This is by far the best shopping tip and 
will guarantee you a jaw-dropping gift for a jaw dropping 
price! 

Experiences are a great alternative to material gifts. 
According to James Hamblin in The Atlantic, “Over the 
past decade, an abundance of psychology research has 
shown that experiences bring people more happiness than 

do possessions” Gifting an experience leads to that exciting 
feeling while anticipating a trip or day out. 

One great experience for many guys might be tickets to 
watch a favorite sports team play. Or, if you want to pamper 
your loved one, a relaxing idea for men might be a gift card 
to “The Art of Shaving,” with several locations throughout 
New York City, described as a “masculine establishment 
set up to provide men with the finest shaving products 
and barber services.” This establishment offers barber spa 
treatments conducted by a team of shaving professionals.  
And for thrill-seeking men the gift of a lifetime could 
be flight lessons! That’s right, from learning to fly a real 
helicopter to a small plane, prices start at around $64 on 
groupon.com for a one hour flight lesson starting with a 
thirty minute on-ground lesson then heading to the sky with 
a fully trained pilot. 

Nothing feels more like home than the smell of a 
warmed cooked meal. Cooking class could be the perfect 
gift for mom, or to enjoy with a friend for as low as $10. 
Classes range from social group cooking to private classes 
for two. From cooking Greek cuisine to elaborate cake décor 
and from chocolate tasting to wine tasting, the possibilities 
are endless. 

For couples dancing lessons is a great experience: 
you’ll learn to work together while learning some new cha-
cha moves. Classes range from group to private lessons 
from tango to salsa starting as low as $15 (visit groupn.
com). According to wellnessmama.com a website dedicated 
to simple answers for healthy families 

If you are parent you know exactly what your kids like, 
but for us aunties and uncles gifting a $30 voucher for laser 
tag sounds a lot better than buying the wrong gift.

Though experiences are exciting, for some it wouldn’t 
feel like Christmas without those carefully wrapped gifts 
arranged carefully beneath an illuminated tree. If you enjoy 
seeing the expression of your loved one’s face as they tear 
open the wrapping, then this short list may come in very 
handy. Happy Holidays and may this be a season filled with 
savings!

For men
• Watches (start at $50 at Macys, but Costco also o
ffers a great selection for a low cost)
• Shoes (best sales can be found at Macys or 

Gifts that Make a Statement Without Breaking your 
Wallet 
BY  Karla Cardenas

Bloomingdales starting at $45)
• Jackets/Coats (“Neiman Marcus last call” starts at 
$50 for high quality products)
• Sneakers (lyst.com shows a variety of shoes from 
different websites starting at $25)
• Wahl Razors (luxury shaving kit) currently on sale 
for $50
For women
• Jewelry (If buying gold/silver weight the piece 
and multiply it by the value of G/S on that specific day; 
Costco offers a wide variety of low cost fine jewelry)
• Over the knee boots (trending this year starting at 
around $35 at Macys)
• Jackets/coats (Lastcall.com Starting at around 
$35)
• Hair Kits such as Luxury blow dryer (start as low 
as $40 on groupon.com valued at $200)
Best deals on groupon.com
• Picture book (starting at $10) Customized picture 
blanket/pillow (starting at $25)
• Customized kitchen gear such as oven gloves, 
apron and more (starting at $5)
• Customized picture canvas (starting at $5)
For kids 12 and under
• Trolls ages 3 and up dolls (starting at $9 from
eBay also a great selection at Macys)
• Pokémon trading cards (starting at $9 at Target)
• Kids virtual reality goggles (starting at around $35 
at Macys)
• Easy bake oven (starting at $14.99 at Toys R Us)
• Barbie dream house (starting at $30 best for ages
5) 
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By Karol Escamilla

Winter Break Breaking your Wallet? Here are Some 
Fun and Inexpensive Things to Do In NYC

The semester is over. All those final 
exams are in and ready to determine each 
and every one of the students’ grades that 
they worked so hard for during these four 
months. This upcoming winter break is 
definitely well deserved. 

David Lopez (20), a student at 
Queensborough Community College, works 
two jobs as well as being a full-time student 
this semester. “Most likely I’ll be working,” 
David explains. “I do think it is important 
[to have a variety of things to do]....It makes 
time go faster and the visit more enjoyable.”

 “I would highly recommend to do 
all activities as possible to keep the blood 
pumping,” says Georgiana Rojas (27), a 
soon to be graduate of QCC. “Don’t let the 
winter and Netflix keep you hostage from an 
unforgettable experience!”

Growing up in New York can definitely 
spark an interest on what else is out there 
besides the block where you live. I have 
personally followed such interest and found 
some exciting and fun activities offered 
right here in your own city.

If you’re doing some late holiday 
shopping and you need a unique but 
affordable gift, the Union Square Holiday 

Market is the place to be. Located on 
the southern side of Union Square Park 
this market attracts not only late holiday 
shoppers, but New Yorkers who are looking 
to enjoy a night out in the city in a place 
filled with a variety of food and products. 
The market is open from November 17 to 
December 24. 

Urbanspace Provisions, the company in 
charge of making this holiday market occur, 
states that it is “a must-visit destination for 
unique gifts created by local craftsmen and 
artists.” You are bound to find something 
extra special for someone at this outdoor 
market, or even a treat for yourself. 

If after all this freezing cold weather, 
you’re looking for a warm place to hang out 
with friends and enjoy nature, you can do 
so at The Museum of Natural History. The 
Butterfly Conservatory is definitely a place 
to enjoy nature and stay warm during the 
frigid, cold months of winter. The exhibit is 
open from Dec. 10, 2016 to May 28, 2017. 
Take the B or the C to 81st street to enjoy 
this beautiful exhibit. Later, take a stroll 
around Central Park with your friends.

Speaking of Central Park, Pilgrim Hill 
is a perfect place to go sledding with friends 
and family. Known best for its bronze statue 
of a Pilgrim, it is also known as the best 

sledding spot in all of Central Park. Don’t 
feel like going all the way to Central Park to 
sled? Inwood Hill Park and Prospect Park 
are also two great sledding spots that may 
be closer to home or less packed. And the 
best part: all three are free. Just remember 
to take your sled with you!

Ice-skating under the city lights is 
a must if you’re in New York during the 
holidays. Skating to the music in Winter 
Village at Bryant Park, feeling the wind run 
through your hair while holding your best 
friend’s hand is by far one of the things you 
do not want to miss out on this winter. If 
you bring your ice-skates, the entrance is 
free. Skate rentals are only $20. 

Bryant Park’s official website offers 
information about upcoming events such as 
the lighting of the famous Christmas tree in 
a “Tree Lighting Skate-tacular” scheduled 
for Dec. 2, 2016. If you need a break from 
skating, there are also many holiday shops 
around the rink that will be open from Nov. 
25, 2016 to Jan. 2, 2017.

For the people that have a love for 
art and want to stay warm, New York 
City offers affordable prices and student 
discounts in most museums. 

The Whitney Museum of American Art 
has recently expanded into a beautiful new 

building that will leave you inspired and in 
awe. Their website describes its founding:  
“The Whitney Museum of American Art was 
borne out of sculptor Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whitney’s advocacy on behalf of living 
American artists. At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, artists with new ideas 
found it nearly impossible to exhibit or sell 
their work in the United States. Recognizing 
the obstacles these artists faced, Mrs. 
Whitney began purchasing and showing 
their work, thereby becoming the leading 
patron of American art from 1907 until her 
death in 1942.”

For anyone who enjoys art or is just 
curious to check out what is inside, the 
museum is located in the Meatpacking 
District of Chelsea, on 99 Gansevoort Street. 
A new exhibit has recently opened called: 
“Dreamlands: Immersive Cinema and Art, 
1905-2016,” which will run from Oct. 28, 
2016 to Feb. 5, 2017. 

Above everything, enjoy your vacation. 
Spring semester may seem far away from 
us now, but it will arrive sooner rather than 
later. Make the most of your time, whether 
it is relaxing at a vintage coffee shop or 
sledding down a hill at full speed. There is 
always something to do in the city that never 
sleeps.
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December Fun
BY Abisola Olu-Ojo

There are so many events and activities that 
go on during the month of December. Since this is 
the month of Christmas, you can never be bored. 
Many people like to sit home or  go out and have 
fun.. December is the time where people let loose 
and enjoy themselves. It’s a time to relax and just 
have fun, but usually most people still have to 

work during this month
December is when you spend time with 

your family and friends. This month is when 
people come together and celebrate together. 
The opportunity does not come around much for 
families to sit around and have fun with work in 
the way. Some people love to go out with their 

Holidays
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friends. If there is a snowstorm, your can even 
have snowball fights with your siblings or friends. 
You can build a snowman and take a picture with 
it. You can have a family get together with food 
and drinks. 

December is a month of joy with music, 
parties, dancing, and people playing games. It’s a 
time when some people exchange gifts. For some, 
it’s a time where some kind of miracle happens 
in one form or another and homes are decorated. 

I asked students in QCC what they like to 
do in December. Naomi Mohan said, “Just stay 
home.” So many people love to stay home during 
this time of year. They have done a lot of work 
in one-way or another whether educationally or 
domestically. So, they might just take this time 
to relax. Others may not celebrate Christmas.   I 
asked France Point-Dugour, a passenger on the 
bus, what she likes to do in December. She replied, 
“I don’t celebrate Christmas. I just go to visit my 
mom along with three other siblings.” I also asked 
Paula Rojas what she likes to do in December and 
she says, “I like to travel.” Many people also like 
to travel to go and spend the holiday with their 
loved ones.

There are also many events you can attend 
at this time of year. You can go to Rockefeller 
Center to witness the Christmas tree lighting. 
You can volunteer your time to help the needy or 
donate to shelters. In short, you can do anything 
in this month to put a smile on someone’s face.

Rockefeller Center 

Photo Credit: timeout.com
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Arts

By Kurt Glenn 

A Perfect Musical for Our Times 

In a time like this when the nation is 
divided after a tough election, a rare revival 
comes to Broadway just in time to redefine 
the question of what makes a family. The 
Lincoln Center Theater’s shattering and 
touching production of the cult hit musical 
Falsettos is that show. This musical is as 
funny and poignant as it is heartbreaking 
and tragic and its message-that families 
comes in different forms-still rings true 
today as it did when it first opened on the 
Great White Way in 1992.   

Conceived and put together from 
two one-act musicals that opened Off-
Broadway at Playwrights Horizon (March 
of the Falsettos in 1981 and Falsettoland 
in 1990), this show takes a look at an out-
of-balance Manhattan Jewish family which 
spans a three-year period between 1979 and 
1981. In the musical’s first act, we meet 
Marvin (Christian Borle), his wife Trina 
(Stephanie J. Block) and their young son 
Jason (newcomer Anthony Rosenthal). 
Anything wrong with this seemingly perfect 
family? Actually, there is. Marvin leaves the 
wife and kid to have an affair with another 
man by the name of Whizzer (Andrew 
Rannells). Not only that, but Trina has her 
own affair with the family’s psychologist, 
Mendel (Brandon Uranowitz). Mendel and 
Trina’s affair succeeds while Marvin and 
Whizzer’s relationship goes off track near 

caricatures. Rosenthal makes a delightful 
Broadway debut and Uranowitz (last seen 
on stage in An American in Paris) brings a 
wild and crazy persona to Mendel.  

But for me, the performance that takes 
the cake here is Block. She plays Trina as a 
mother trying to keep a strong bond around 
her already broken family. Block even 
steals the show in the first act as she starts 
to act crazy and insane in the aftermath of 
finding out her husband’s infidelity, while 
making a recipe in the kitchen, in the show 
stopping number, “I’m Breaking Down”.  
After seeing her past work in the revivals of 
Anything Goes and The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood, nothing prepared me for what she 
has done here in an astonishing portrayal. 
This is a performance that is destined to be 
remembered for the Tony Award nominating 
committee for next year’s nominations.  

In the end, I would like to congratulate 
Lincoln Center Theater for bringing this 
show back at a period when America is on 
the verge of a new transition at the White 
House, whether they like it or not. It’s times 
like these when a show on Broadway such 
as this give you a sense of what it’s like to 
be in a family that is fractured, but yet still 
holding on. Sadly, it’s a shame that LCT has 
given this show a short run until January 
8th. If you want to see musical theatre at its 
highest order, don’t let an opportunity like 

the end of the act. 
  James Lapine, handling the same 

duties he did in 1992 as the show’s 
director, has crafted a superb reworking 
of this timeless musical. The brilliant, 
Tony-winning score by William Finn still 
reaches the heartstrings and it will linger 
in your brain long after you hear it (you 
can listen to the original Off-Broadway 
cast recordings of March of the Falsettos 
and Falsettoland on Spotify to see what I 
mean). The Lapine and Finn-penned book, 
though sung through, holds this show very 
well.  

This musical may not have big million-
dollar sets or gigantic special effects, but 
Spencer Liff’s fine footed choreography 
and David Rockwell’s small set filled with 
large-scale school playhouse blocks gives 
the show an extra lift without trying too 
much for the audience’s attention. The fine 
lighting design by Jeff Croiter help enhance 
the show’s scenery and the nice costumes 
by Jennifer Caprio reflects the show’s time 
periods (the 70’s and 80’s) very closely.    

As the show’s “unlikely lovers”, Borle 
(who will be Willy Wonka on Broadway 
this coming spring) and Rannells both 
give excellent performances. Thoms (best 
known from the movie adaptation of the 
musical Rent) and Wolfe bring their lesbian 
couple to life as real people, not as cartoon 

this go away this holiday season. This is a 
show that shouldn’t and cannot be missed. 
Period. 

 The Buzz on Falsettos: 
 Rating: **** (Don’t Miss It) 
Bottom Line: A shattering, 

heartbreaking and touching musical about 
what really defines a family, no matter who 
you’re in love with or whatever tragedy that 
causes a crisis. 

Recommended Best for: Ages 10 
and up. Contains some adult language. 
You’ll won’t be embarrassed, but you’ll be 
entertained and thrilled by the whole thing.  

Playing at: The Walter Kerr Theatre. 
On 218 West 48th Street (between 
Broadway and 8th Avenue). Scheduled for 
a short run until January 8th. For tickets, go 
to ticketmaster.com or call 800-982-2787. 

Ticket Tip: If you’re between 21 and 
35 years old, you can see Falsettos for only 
$32 when you join LincTix (Lincoln Center 
Theater’s special ticket program) free. To 
join and for more information, go to www.
lct.org/linctix. 

 Kurt Glenn is a theatre critic for 
the QCC Communique. His most recent 
and past review can be read at glennbiz.
blogspot.com. 
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Phil Jackson Sparks Outrage with LeBron James 
BY Toussaint Carter

In our society today where everything is monitored and you have to watch what you 
say around everybody, you would think celebrities would watch their words at all times. 
With technology and social media, people become so accessible it’s almost a detriment. 
Phil Jackson, former Coach of the Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers, and currently 
hailing as the President of Basketball Operations of the New York Knicks, has made 
headlines not for the Knicks recent string of wins, but for a few controversial comments 
where he mislabels, the face of NBA LeBron James and his group of friends, have led for 
many people to change their opinion on him due to his 

In a recently published interview with Jackie MacMullan of ESPN, Jackson was 
discussing the departure of LeBron James of his former team the Miami Heat, to his 
hometown team the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2014.

“It had to hurt when they lost LeBron,” Jackson said. “That was definitely a slap in the 
face. But there were a lot of little things that came out of that. When LeBron was playing 
with the Heat, they went to Cleveland, and he wanted to spend the night. They don’t do 
overnights. Teams just don’t. So now [Coach Erik] Spoelstra has to text Riley and say, 
‘What do I do in this situation?’ And Pat, who has iron-fist rules, answers, ‘You are on the 
plane. You are with this team.’ You can’t hold up the whole team because you and your 
mom and your posse want to spend an extra night in Cleveland” Jackson went on to say.

What James and his camp took personal about Jackson’s remarks was the term he 
used to describe James friends, the word posse. The “Posse” that Jackson what alluding to 
are James’s friends Maverick Carter, Randy Harris and Rich Paul. Many minorities feel 
there is a stigma when you are considered a “posse”. The term was heavily thrown around 
in the NBA during the 1990’s associated with players like Hall of Famer, Allen Iverson. 
Iverson always kept a group of friends around him, who based on their appearance people 
considered them thugs. So, when the term posse is used it makes it seem as though that the 
people around them are up to no good, and mooching off of one’s success.

After hearing what Jackson had to say, James responded and he didn’t hold back at 
all. “I’ve been in the league for 14 years and from the beginning two years in, I felt like 
I wanted to put my guys in positions of power, give those guys an opportunity to better 
themselves,” James said. “You know, in the beginning we were highly criticized and I was 
highly criticized about what I wanted to do to help some guys around me become very 
successful in business.

“It just sucks that now at this point having one of the biggest businesses you can have 
both on and off the floor, having a certified agent in Rich Paul, having a certified business 
partner in Maverick Carter that’s done so many great business [deals], that the title for 
young African-Americans is the word ‘posse.’”

“We see the success that we have, but then there is always someone that lets you know 
still how far we still have to go as African-Americans.” 

Carter, Harris, and Paul are all high school friends of James. Shortly after James 

came into the league in 2003, he took them under his wing 
and helped them get start and build their own successful 
businesses. Rich Paul has become one of the most sought 
after sports agents, managing the likes of JR Smith and 
Ben Simmons. Maverick Carter has become brilliant in 
his marketing business, going on to work with major 
corporations like Nike, and Randy Harris has worked with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers front office. So the issue that many 
people have with Jackson’s comments is the fact that it may 
have been loaded language when he used the term “posse”. 
Many wonder if Jackson would have used that term if he was 
describing another group of men with a different race. James 
himself is on record in regards to these thoughts.

“If you go and read the definition of what the word 
‘posse’ is, it’s not what I’ve built over my career,” James 
said. “It’s not what I stand for, it’s not what my family stands 
for. I believe the only reason he used that word is because he 
sees young African-Americans trying to make a difference.”

James is absolutely correct, the definition of the word 
posse is described to be “a body of men, typically armed, 
summoned by a sheriff to enforce the law.” 

Maverick Carter has also voiced his opinion on Jackson’s 
comments. “I don’t care that he talks about LeBron,” 
Maverick Carter told ESPN.com. “He could say he’s not 
that good or the greatest in the world as a basketball player. I 
wouldn’t care. It’s the word ‘posse’ and the characterization 
I take offense to. If he would have said LeBron and his agent, 

Sports
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LeBron and his business partners or LeBron and his friends, that’s one thing. Yet because 
you’re young and black, he can use that word. We’re grown men.”

This is not the first time where Jackson has used such language when referring to LeBron 
James. In Jackson’s 2004 tell-all book, “The Last Season” Jackson says “Yet as talented as 
(LeBron James) definitely appears to be, I don’t believe any nineteen-year-old should be 
playing in the NBA. These young men grow so dependent on their posse’s who fetch their 
cars and their girls that they can’t possibly develop into mature, self-sufficient human beings. 
One day I’m convinced, we’ll find out the true extent of the psychological damage that’s been 
caused”

Around the NBA many of the premier players such have voiced their opinion on this 
subject. Carmelo Anthony, a close friend with LeBron James who also plays for the New 
York Knicks offered his opinion.

 “I would never want to hear that word about me and my -- I don’t want to say crew 
-- but people that I consider family or people that I come up (with), been through thick and 
thin with,” Anthony said Tuesday. I’d want to be called a tight-knit group or family. That’s 
what I consider those close people to me. I think everybody would understand [why the term 
is offensive]. I don’t think you would have to be a rocket scientist or an educated person to 
understand what that means to us.”

Later on, in the interview, Anthony seemed to be a bit torn, being that Jackson is the 
President of the New York Knicks (Anthony’s team) and James being one of Anthony’s best 
friends since they were in high school. Since Anthony knows both men well, it appears he 
was very careful with his words, trying not to cause a divide between himself or either party.

 Anthony continued “…In this sense [Jackson] was talking about four, five black men. 
Do I think he meant it in any kind of way? I really don’t know. I don’t think he did. I would 
hope that he didn’t. Sometimes Phil just say things and he says the first thing that comes to 
mind. Probably he’s in his office right now regretting it...”

Kevin Durant of the Golden State Warriors, another friend of LeBron James touched on 
the subject during an interview with ESPN.

“I don’t think Phil is racist, I think he just used a bad word; and he shouldn’t be talking 
about other players, anyway, on another team. But I don’t think Phil -- I don’t think he meant 
it in a bad way, but it sounds like a downgrade to what they really are. I understand why 
[LeBron] was upset.”

Many attribute this to Jackson’s age and his disconnect culturally and generationally 
(Jackson who is 71 years old who grew up in Montana) others think it sounds as though 
Jackson has something personal against James. James is on record stating that He and 
Jackson never had any relationship and that he once had respect for Jackson but not any 
longer. Jackson surprisingly has not released a statement on the criticism he has received but 
hopefully he comes forth once the Cavaliers play the Knicks on Wednesday December 7th.
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The World Stand Together in Support of Chapecoense
By Cesar Hernandez

The world of soccer and sports in 
general came to a halt on November 29 
when LaMia Flight 2933, a plane traveling 
from Bolivia, crashed in the outskirts of 
Medellin, Colombia. On that plane were 
nine crew members and 68 passengers.  In 
total there were 77 passengers on the plane 
of with six survivors. 

Those who lost their life were athletes, 
coaches, doctors, journalists, and guests of 
the Brazilian soccer club Chapecoense. The 
tragedy saw three out of 22 Chapecoense 
players on board survive the crash. This 
was an especially tragic event right before 
Chapecoense was ready to play in the 
Copa Sudamericana final against famous 
Colombian club Atletico Nacional, a game 
regarded as Chapecoense’s biggest match 
in club history. 

The team recently began playing in the 
Brazilian first division in 2014 after being 
in the fourth division five years earlier. In 
an impressive manner the team reached 
the finals in their second appearance in 

any major South American tournament.  
Continentally in South America, the Copa 
Sudamericana is of major significance for 
club teams and winning it would mean 
everything for any fan base.

The club was scheduled to play the 
first game of two that are used to determine 
the champion for the cup. The first game 
(leg) was scheduled to be played at Atletico 
Nacional’s home stadium in Medellin on 
November 30 two days after Chapecoense 
originally left Brazil to their connecting 
flight in Bolivia on their destination to 
Colombia. The second leg was scheduled to 
play in the Brazilian team’s home stadium 
of Arena Conda in the city of Chapeco in 
Santa Catarina, Brazil on December 7. 

The global response by people, fans, 
and teams showed nothing but strong 
support for the three players that didn’t 
travel with the team on the flight and 
the two survivors of the crash as well as 
families, friends, and everyone involved 
with the club Chapecoense.  Many teams 

in soccer and in other sports worldwide 
honored the tragic event with moments of 
silence, armbands, and Chapecoense’s logo 
on their shirts.  

The biggest tributes were held in the 
Atanasio Girardot Stadium in Medellin, on 
the night the first game of the finals was 
supposed to be played. In front of a sold 
out crowd packed with Atletico Nacional 
fans, the fans and club showed a massive 
sign of solidarity by holding a ceremony 
for everyone who lost their lives and 
standing in support of the Brazilian club. 
Head officials, coaches, and others who are 
part of the Colombian team spoke words of 
condolence for the events. 

On December 3 in the Arena Conda 
hosted an eerie homecoming. Under the 
heavy afternoon rain the club hosted a 
funeral on the team’s home field where the 
caskets of the players were brought on to 
the field. The stadium that can hold almost 
23,000 seats were fully occupied along 
with thousands outside the stadium that 

were in a state of mourning. 
On the bright side, these events 

displayed a large amount of support 
towards the club during these tough times. 
French team Paris Saint Germain offered 
to give the club 40 million euros in funds 
to help rebuild the club’s personnel. Other 
Brazilian teams offered to loan their players 
out for free in order to help reestablish the 
team. The Brazilian league authorized club 
Chapecoense to be exempt from relegation 
to the Brazilian second division for the 
next three seasons. To top it off, in a classy 
gesture Atletico Nacional told the South 
American governing association of soccer 
the CONMEBOL, to award the 2016 Copa 
Sudamericana trophy to Chapecoense. In 
a very heartwarming reply CONMEBOL 
agreed and crowned them South American 
champions. The players now rest knowing 
that they went off as champions and made 
the entire world proud for what they 
accomplished.

Jon Hochberg, Queensborough’s New Athletic 
Director 

BY  Brian Santana

This fall Queensborough Community College (QCC) 
appointed Jon Hochberg to the Athletic Director position. 
Jon has proved with his knowledge, history and competitive 
heart, in sports that he is the perfect person for the job. I sat 
down with Athletic Director Jon Hochberg to discuss the 
future of QCC athletics.

Q: What is back your background in athletics?
 I started my career in athletics in 1999 as an assistant 

women’s basketball coach at Mohawk Valley Community 
College. I then moved to on to Pace University [Westchester 
County, New York] for the next five years, where the team 
went to three NCAA tournaments and were Elite Eight [last 

eight teams competing to move on to final four] in 2001. 
I spent five years as head coach after that in a different 
institute, up until I realized I wanted to purse athletic 
administration. I received my masters at Adelphi University 
in Physical Education and within the year I became the 
Athletic Director in Vaughn College as well as being the 
head coach of the men’s basketball team. I moved on to 
a NCAA school, Lehman College for three more years. 
Doing all those jobs coaching, admissions, anything and 
everything has given me the knowledge and experience to 
become an Athletic Director.

Q: Were you ever a student athlete?

Yes, I played basketball in my hometown at Ulster 
Community College, and then I continued to my basketball 
career at SUNY Institute of technology.

Q: How can you describe your experience here at 
QCC?

It has been fantastic, I started in the middle of October 
as the fall sports were winding down but it was great to 
come to a winning program. The soccer team won the 
regular season championship; the volleyball team was 
CUNY Champions, Region champions and was ranked 
seventh in the country. These teams were already great 
the before I got here. The previous Athletic Director [Pete 
Marchitello] did a great job, and has been a great help since 
I got here. I felt very welcomed and became very familiar 
with the staff, but there is always a transition and them 
getting used my personality and seeing how I do things, and 
I as well getting used to there personality and see how they 
do things. There have been very few issues and I’m excited 
to continue working with the coaches.

Q: What are some goals you have for the 
department? 

I want to start off by branding the department. The 
school has a website which is great but I want to start 
featuring the student athletes more often. This school has a 
great history of athletics, and I would love to promote that 
more as well. 

Q: How are we pushing are athletes to graduate on 
time?

Recently added to the department we have our own 
academic advisor who is going to be assisting all student 
athletes. We also created a priority early registration for our 
student athletes. Having the academic advisor is going to 
be a great asset because now our students make sure that 
they are taking all the right courses, staying full time, and 
making sure that when they graduate all of their credits 
transfer.  At the end of the day, that is the goal, for all 
our students to graduate and move on to their next school 
without a problem.

Photo Credit: Queensborough Sports Information
Athletic Director, Jon Hochberg
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Sports
Ad’s On NBA Jerseys
By Anfernee Cooke

inch space, as the NBA becomes the first 
of four major U.S sports leagues to put ads 
on regular game day jerseys”.  

Advertisements on men’s professional 
basketball jersey could bring a big value to 
the sport teams.  

According to ESPN’s Darrien Rovell, 
“a small ad on the Golden State Warriors 
jerseys could bring $20 million a year or 
more.”  

When every team officially signs deals 
with the representing ads,  the NBA can 
grow to more than 100 million dollars than 

  The NBA (National Basketball 
Association) has announced that for the 
year of 2017-2018, theirplayers well be 
wearing advertisement badges on the side 
of their jerseys.  On Friday April 15, 2016 
the NBA announced that the board of 
governors has approved a three year pilot 
program that allows teams effectively to 
sell space for corporate logos on their 
players’ uniforms.  

According to Darrien Rovell from 
ESPN, “teams can now start pitching 
companies on buying a 2-5 inch-by-2.5 

Why Immigrants Fear Trump  
By Krystal Izquierdo

Immigrants fear for their lives— all 
that they have accomplished may possibly 
go down the drain due to our new president. 
We all know Donald Trump has been 
elected to be the ruler of our nation for the 
next four years. What a shame that Trump 
is putting a lot of fear into undocumented 
people because he claims that they bring 
crime to this country. 

“When Mexico sends its people, 
they’re not sending their best,” Trump 
announced to the public during the 
presidential speech on June 16, 2015.  
“They’re sending people that have lots 
of problems, and they’re bringing those 
problems with us. They bringing drugs, 
they’re crime, they’re rapists.” 

This affects many young immigrant 
people striving for success, people who 
came to this country to support their family, 
for those who came here for a better life 
and different lifestyles.

There are many cases where young 
people were born in their home countries 
and brought to the United States to be 
raised differently. Many have grown up 
with the motivation to become something 
in life despite their limitations with the 
U.S. government due to their illegal status. 
Many are in the process of making their 
dreams come true. Why should Trump be 
the one to snatch all of that away if they 
have done nothing wrong in their stay in 
the United States? 

Carlos Roa came to the United States 
when he was a toddler and now he’s a 29 
year old trying to accomplish his goals, he 
explained to Julia Preston from the New 
York Times. He was one of the few who 
were protected from deportation under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, better known as “DACA,” that 
was set up in 2012 by President Obama. 
Since then Roa has been working very 
hard in college to become an architect. 

Currently he’s been working in a Chicago 
firm drafting blue prints. Mr. Roa is one 
of the many immigrants who has been 
going through anxiety because of Trump’s 
promise to terminating Obama’s program 
immediately. 

“DACA” applies to many 
undocumented people. Participants 
who are eligible for this law are called 
Dreamers. This special program provides 
temporary work permits, social security 
number and protection from deportation 
for those younger than 35 and those who 
arrived in the United States before the age 
of 16 and lived here continuously since 
June 15,2007.  (Dreamers must also be in 
school or have graduated high school and 
as well as having a clean criminal record.) 

Many had hard times being accepted 
to this program and are very sensitive also 
afraid that current president Trump would 
take it all away from them. This program 
saved so many people who didn’t have the 
same opportunities as American citizens. 

Not to mention undocumented 
families, who are petrified of the thought 
of possibly being separated because of 
deportation. The thought of all having to 
go back to where they came from when 
they arrived here for better opportunities 
in life for their families must be nerve 
wracking. Undocumented parents come 
here with their kids in order for them to 
have a better lifestyle, a good education 
and better opportunities as they grow up. 

“I felt like I was going to achieve my 
American Dream. But now that Donald 
Trump has been elected president, I 
don’t feel safe,” said Claudia Quiñonez, 
an undocumented twenty one year old 
college student interviewed by Michael 
E. Miller from the Washington Post. “I 
can be deported. Even my mother can be 
deported.” 

The United States is the land of the 
free, so why is okay for Trump to step up 

to the presidential floor and take a category 
of people’s dreams away? He’s not only 
taking their dreams and goals away from 
them, he’s taking away their actual lives. 
Undocumented families face devastation 
and are eager to know if this will really 
happen because trump has repeatedly 
mentioned immediate termination of the 
DACA program and deportation. 

“Under the Trump administration, 
the level of fear and anxiety among 
undocumented people will only get 
deeper and more prevalent,” said Vargas 
the founder and chief executive of Define 
American. We should all have the same 
opportunities despite where we came 
from especially when immigrants are 
relentlessly working hard to provide help 
to the United States by becoming doctors, 
nurses, carpenters, architects, computer 
engineers, nurses, etc. 

Due to Trump’s statements, 
immigrants are now spending less and 
less money just in case anything happens. 
According to Liz Robbins from the New 
York Times, in our local area Jackson 
Heights, Queens, undocumented people are 
leaving their jewelry at the shop because 
they cannot afford to spend money to fix it. 
She has also reported that many furniture 
shops in the heart of Manhattan are not 
selling. The manager, Wendy Calderon, 
of a specific location in Manhattan called 
Casa Dominicana stated that most people 
are afraid to go out and shop because they 
are saving their money if anything crazy 
happens. A great amount of the economy 
in New York City is driven by immigrants 
and because of their uncertain future they 
stopped spending and now saving on the 
event that they are forced to go back to 
their home country.

A legal citizen Carmen Rios, age 39, 
has a family with an undocumented man, 
speaks upon the situation. 

“ I personally think Trump is picking 

on those who he believes has no voice 
in this country due to their immigration 
status,” said Rios. “He is a racist. He goes 
after those who are vulnerable. Immigrants 
are truly afraid of what’s going to happen 
next.” 

Many may agree that our current 
president is a racist because of his 
statements that “ Mexican immigrants are 
bringing crime, they’re rapists” and his 
proposal to build this great big wall in the 
southern border

The data on immigrants and crimes 
show no evidence that undocumented 
people commit more crimes than 
Americans, according to Michelle Ye Hee 
Lee, a reporter from the Washington Post.

Trump can be viewed as being very 
ignorant and racist because of his crazy 
remarks to the nation about immigrants. 
He’s putting fear into these people who 
do what they have to do in our country to 
survive and provide for their families. As 
the new president, he should be making us 
feel comfortable and helping us all. 

Trump represents “Xenophobia,” 
an intense or irrational dislike or fear 
of people from different countries. Due 
to Trump (and some other politicians’) 
vitriol, xenophobia has been considered 
the word of the year and Donald Trump 
is the main one involved in the lookups 
for the term.  Xenophobia and racism can 
often come up together. We are all humans 
and should have equal opportunities to 
become better despite where we came 
from. Undocumented people should not be 
hiding in fear and should not be waiting 
for the worst to happen to them because 
of our new president. Immigrants are 
hard working people just like Native-born 
Americans; How we respond to Trump as 
a nation will reflect how humanity wants 
to live their lives and what they want to 
accomplish. 

Opinion

the company was before.  The change 
also will raise the NBA’s player salaries 
two times higher than it was before.
This will be a huge change, as most fans 
rather prefer the original design of the 
jerseys instead of the newest one.  

A poll on Twitter by Darrien Rovell 
if the NBA should have ad’s on there 
jerseys.  Fifteen percent voted no, while 
85 percent voted yes.  The NBA’s jersey 
market is a 7 figure company.

“I’m not a huge fan of the new look 

for the jerseys” said Zachary Meija from 
Queensborough   Community College 
campus.  “I want to wear my city and my 
favorite player on my chest, not coca-
cola”.  

Could you picture your favorite team 
wearing your favorite jersey with Sprite 
on the side of it?  It’s hard to believe. Or 
would you support your favorite team 
with your favorite soda on the side of the 
jersey?
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Opinion
Living in the Swamp of Trump’s Cabinet Appointments   
By Lee Sianos

For many people across the country, 
the election of Donald Trump as President 
is a complete catastrophe in the making. 
This may sound like “Liberal” hyperbole 
from a sector sore about their loss, but 
there is good reason for many Americans, 
no matter political affiliation or ideological 
tilt, to be concerned about the consequences 
of having a man known for bankrupting his 
companies while enriching himself with 
high salaries and various bonuses, run the 
highest office in the country. 

Donald Trump is the kind of man 
that needed to settle lawsuits over his for-
profit and fraudulent Pseudo-University in 
preparation for office and has a record of 
gaming the system for his own personal 
gain at the expense of others, whether it 
was finding ways of not paying taxes or 
refusing to pay contractors for jobs already 
completed. Given such a history it is only 
rational to expect similar behavior once he 
takes office, and the public needs to ready 
itself for a struggle to protect themselves 
from the dangers hinted at my his current 
administrative personnel.

Commonly referred to as a “wildcard” 
it is often difficult to speculate on what 
his actual positions are, as his statement’s 
concerning tangible policies have been all 

over the map. 
Take his position on the minimum-

wage, he cycled from initially saying 
wages were too high in the country, saying 
he supported an increase in an interview 
with Bill O’Reilly; it is difficult to know 
which position he will actually take when 
in office, or if he meant it would be a 
Federal increase or not, as there has been 
no details on policy made available. It 
is difficult to take such claims as sincere 
when look at other rhetorical promises he 
has made. 

He has promised to “Drain the Swamp” 
of Washington corruption, yet many of his 
appointments seem to indicate the reverse: 
his administration is nesting in the swamp, 
and filling in with alligators, pythons 
and blood-sucking mosquitos.Trump’s 
swamp is being filled with characters 
like his recent nominee for Treasury 
Secretary, Steven Mnuchin. Mnuchin, who 
served as finance chairman for Trump’s 
campaign, is a former Goldman Sachs 
executive who was made infamous by 
his acquisition of failed Californian bank 
Indymac, a purveyor of high-risk loans. 
That acquisition would allow Mnuchin 
and his partners to foreclose on around 
36,000 properties, according to Politico. 

in 1986 to serve as a Judge of the U.S. 
District Court by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee over allegations of racism by 
members of his former staff. Although 
Sessions denies any racial prejudice, he 
has been criticized by many for his voting 
record, which includes opposition to the 
Voting Rights Act, as well as immigration 
reform. This coupled with Trump’s 
election-cycle rhetoric shapes what we 
can expect from his immigration policies 
and his position on race relations more 
generally.

The public will have a lot to wrestle 
with as we wade through the bogs of the 
transition team, an exhaustive list of which 
is beyond the scope of this article.  Hopefully 
the Senate will have some scruples over 
at least some of these appointments, and 
nullify the worst of them. However, with 
a Republican Senate majority, this seems 
very unlikely. The weight of the burden 
to challenge the hazardous policies these 
bog-demons will predictably fester, will 
fall upon the population and its ability to 
build public grass-roots organizations than 
can oppose them. 

This is a rather strange appointment to 
make, considering Trump criticized Hillary 
Clinton for her Wall Street ties throughout 
the election cycle. 

On the areas Trump has been consistent, 
the prospects seem even more terrifying. 
He has been consistent on the issue of 
Climate Change Denial and his promises to 
deregulate industry, as appointing climate 
change denier Myron Ebell to lead the EPA 
transition team provides good evidence for. 
According Jeremy Syrons Huffington-Post 
article “Meet Trump’s Pick to Dismantle the 
EPA”, Ebell stated in October he plans to cut 
EPA regulations 70 to 80 percent, helping 
Trump make good on his promise to “get 
rid of the EPA in almost every form.” Ebell 
was previously employed by the corporate 
think-tank “The Competitive Enterprise 
Institute”, is a former Washington lobbyist 
with no scientific credentials.  According 
to consensus studies, around 97 percent of 
academic research views Global Warming 
as a product of greenhouse gas emissions, 
according to Gayathri Vaidyanathan of 
Scientific American.

Trump’s pick for Attorney General has 
also come under scrutiny. Alabama Senator 
Jeff Sessions was first denied an attempted 
appointment by the Reagan Administration 

As someone with an interest in politics and it being 
my first year to vote, this presidential election had a huge 
impact on not only me but many others in my generation. 
Before assuming I do not know what I am talking about 
I follow politics and have had an interest in a Journalism 
concentration. When reporting, your job is to remain 
unbiased.  Unfortunately for the American people the media 
didn’t do their job covering this election. They one-sided 

this entire election and undermined who Trump’s supporters 
really were and minimized them to racists and uneducated 
whites. The media also said he only had an 11% chance of 
winning. When your responsibility is toeducate the public 
on what’s actually going on and you fail to report on the 50 
percent of the country that did vote for him, you’ve failed 
at your job. The moral of the story us to educate yourselves, 
open your ears to fellow Americans and do not be so naive.

Throughout this whole campaign Trump was wrongly 
demonized from start to finish. It was failed to report 
what Trump was onto and the message he was sending 
throughout his campaigns due to the fact the media decided 
that Trump’s supporters were a rabble of racist rednecks and 
homophobes.  They had no idea about what was happening 
in the lives of Americans who elected the new president. 
Regardless, at the end of the day whether you’re happy or 
disgusted, whether you said #MAGA or

#ImWithHer and now you’re going with 
#NotMyPresident or #TrumpTrain the truth remains that 
these are the cards we as Americans have been dealt. 

Now isn’t the time to turn on others such as friends or 
neighbors because of their own political view. Now is the 
time to show what love and mutual respect for all looks 
like in order to be decent individuals and pass that along to 
future voters and generations of Americans. This election 

spoke to people on many different levels to different people 
for different reasons, in both parties. Now matter how much 
we say anything now - this is what is going to happen next 
and there’s nothing more to do than accept it.

When having an outlook on this election and the 
future of America, you have to be open minded. Many of 
us are so set in stone on our own opinion. Even president 
Barack Obama expressed his concern about president-elect 
Donald Trump. “He ran an extraordinarily unconventional 
campaign and it resulted in the biggest political upset in 
perhaps modern political history,” Obama said. “What I said 
to him was that what may work in generating enthusiasm or 
passion during elections may be different than what will 
work in terms of unifying the country and gaining the trust 
even of those who didn’t support him.” No one knows for 
sure what the future holds but for those who are reacting 
irrationally and burning the American flag are no better 
than what some see Trump to be. You want to protest, 
go ahead. But lots of mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
cousins, friends, daughters and sons died without a goodbye 
protecting the flag, this country and all of the people who 
have brought out the worst in themselves because they 
can’t have an open mind on what the future holds as Donald 
Trump as our future President.

President-elect
By John Devito

Photo by Gage Skidmore
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I am writing in response to your recent article 
about homeless hotels.  This crisis has the potential 
to derail the city of New York’s economy. The 
rooms in these hotels are being rented for over 
$5,000.00 per month and the city budget had to 
be upgraded to 1.9 billion from 1.7 billion on 
homeless services. Considering that New York 
city budget is $83 billion, that is a big portion of 
the city’s outlay. 

The commissioner of homeless services 
Stephen Banks was a homeless advocate.He sued 
the city on behalf of the homeless for over twenty 
years to make NewYork a shelter city. This 
basically means anyone who needs shelter can 
get it. It wasrecently revealed that New Jersey’s 
homeless population has dropped by overtwo 
million people. No doubt, they are probably 
staying at a Holiday Inn in your neighborhood. 

There have been estimates that over 25% who 
are sheltered are not from New York City. Which 
means New York city taxpayers are footing the 
bill for non residents. But, even more disturbing 
is that these shelter operators have no city 
contract.  Mayor DeBlasio claims an emergency 
exists and our comptroller has no input in the 
decision.  These shelter operators are made up of 
shell companies that are mingling of profit and 
non profit companies.  One of which is Acacia 
Network which is a non profit.  While Promesa 
and Sera security are for profit companies.  So 
their executives make large amounts of money 

playing the homeless game.  And in turn the 
mayor gets large campaign contribution for his 
reelection.  

My community was concerned about 
background of who would be sheltered in the 
hotel in Maspeth.  They were concerned about 
their background, since, several sex offenders 
were found in the Pan Am hotel on Queens 

Boulevard.  This is a direct violation of federal 
law which prohibits sex offenders from living 
within 1000 feet of a school since the hotel is 
around the corner from a school. 

They were also concerned about the loss of 
property values in the community. In February 
2016, the mayor stated that he was going to phase 
out the use of commercial hotels. This after the 
murder of a mother and her two children in a 
Staten Island homeless hotel. Commissioner 
Banks reiterated that fact several months later. 
But, when Commissioner Banks took over DHS 
there were 36 hotels being used.In August, that 
figure had grown to 68 hotels. And, as of today, 
I would believe that figure may have topped 80 
hotels. The fact that back in August 1991,  Stephen 
Banks, then of the Legal Aid society, called the 
commercial hotel alternative “poorly conceived.”  
“For the city to be using the yellow pages to find 
commercial hotels for families flies in the face 
of everything we knew about how to solve this 
problem,” said Mr. Banks. 

Now, that Mr. Banks is in  charge of solving 
this problem he has no answers.  And the homeless  
population keeps growing.  My community has 
been maligned by the mayor’s cronies.  As being 
racist and not caring about children. The mayor 
has spent city money to produce videos trying to 
shame us. But, this will not deter us from exposing 
the problems at the various homeless shelters.  We 
have visited over six different communities that 
are dealing with this problem.  Since, apparently 
the mayor and his commissioner seem clueless 
on how to stem the wave of homelessness. My 
question is, where is all the affordable housing the 
mayor promised when he got elected? 

Shelter City
By John Luby

Letter to the Editor 

The city began moving homeless families into the defunct Pan American Hotel in Elmhurst, Queens, in early June 
2014, prompting a series of protests, including one on Tuesday that drew about 500 people
Photo source: NYTimes.com

Mr. Stephen Banks, Human Resources Administration Commissioner
Photo source: NYDailynews.com



Hosted by: 
Queensborough Community College, Office of Military and Veterans Services;  

College Discovery and CUNY Strive for Success

Collecting coats and any warm weather accessories (scarves, hats, gloves)  
for distribution to local shelters across the 5 boroughs by NY Cares.

Drop off locations in L-221, L-421, and L-440  
during operating business hours M-F, 9-5.


