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QCC REMEMBERS THE WORLD IN GRIEF!
BY STEFAN WEIDENBACH

We all will remember September 11, 2001.
All of us were in shock and very upset. Some of
us even lost people close to us, people we loved.
The World Trade Center disaster isn’t just an
American tragedy it is an international tragedy.
Thousands of people from some 80 different
nations died.

When the news of the two planes crashing
into the towers reached Germany, officials could
not believe it at first, but shortly after that all flags
were at half-mast. All American nationalist build-
ings got additional security.

Germany, like many other nations, was in
shock about what had just happened. Mourning

marches were organized, very spontaneously, and
the German government made it clear that it was
on the side of the USA. Germany mourned for the
victims of those terrorist attacks.

Friday, September 14, was announced a “Day
of Mourning” by the German government.
Thousands of people participated in a candle
march on the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin.
Germany is just one example, the same things
happened in many other nations around the globe
as well.

The victims of this tragedy came from all
around the world.
AUSTRALIA lost about 55 people.

BANGLADESH announced about 50 people
missing or dead.
BRAZIL reported about 55 citizens being missed.
CAMODIA lost about 20 people.
CANADA lost about 35 citizens.
COLUMBIA lost about 295 people, 17 of them
worked in the WTC and 1 was on one of the
planes.

CHILE lost about 250 people.
EQUADOR reported about 36 people missing.
EL SALVADOR lost about 101 citizens.
GERMANY lost about 100 people.

continued on page 3

Michael A. Soto
ACC Webmaster

September 11, 2001

This issue is primarily devoted to the tragic
events of September 11, 2001.

As Our Tears fall on 
American Soil

In our hearts we should
know it only helps to 
cultivate the land

Providing the necessary
nutrients for the 
dissemination of life

The inevitable growth
of a stronger nation 
will emerge
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Redefining Brotherhood
BY OMAR BHOORASINGH

Sensationalism reigns supreme turning brother against brother and friend away from friend, ugly
realizations of what we can become show themselves suddenly, and just because of the callous acts of a
few.

The events of September 11, 2001 will always stay with us, not just because of the sheer losses but
for its wake. The result showed that we were a truly strong unit as a country/city/world. The world came
speedily to our aid which we readily accepted.

The efforts to find the group responsible for the act resulted in the fingering to the Taliban organiza-
tion led by Osama Bin Laden. The focusing on this group also pointed a finger at one of the many
threads that held the group together. That was a common religion, they were all of the Muslim faith.
They were also from essentially the same area in the Middle East but it proved easier for the media to
point out a group and it must have been too hard for them to say, “these men also shared the same politi-
cal beliefs.”

So what was the result of the news media pinpointing a single group? People all around the world of
the same faith felt the stigma attached to something they had nothing to do with, the actions of a few
became the definition of the many. 

Practitioners of a peace loving faith became allied with the dreaded Taliban because of what was not
established and stated in so many words in the media. The distinction is between those who practice a
religion of peace and those who are fanatics.

One of the main purposes of Islam is to unite over class, tribe, and sex, so we can defiantly see that
these guys even though practiced Islam did not pay too much attention to the Koran. All the avenging for
evil’s were and are supposed to be handled by god, not taken into the hands of regular men. And if there
was avenging to be done, why the United States, and why now?

As stated by a professor on campus, “There is a difference between understanding and what was
done.” We will puzzle over the motivations of the members of the Taliban for years, but we will under-
stand that it was done and our whole country and the world were scared for it. The last thing anyone
needs to see happen is the separation of people of different faiths resulting from this occurrence. Then
they would have won. The basis for all religion is a common belief that leads to rules and law that in turn
builds cities, not destroys them. The politics of a few should not change the way we look on each other.

September 11, 2001 Terrorists Attack World Trade Center

QUIET
A day later
And never sooner.
The smoke is waiting
The souls are solely
What is left . . . to lead the smoke that will
soon follow.

The stalwart buildings stand around to mourn
Those who lay. . . to lead the smoke that will
soon follow.
The smoke
That is eager
To cease but is doomed to die & WILL con-
tinue to follow.
Refusing to quit and holding on, the warm
bodies sustain the small flames; bristling. 
Assuring us that there is time and room for
hope until...
The smoke will proceed to follow.
To remind us that this quiet is only a short
rest, 
Before the weighty bleat.

So let’s keep quiet
Let’s follow with our hearts
These souls.
And hope that the smoke will cease
To emanate To follow.

By Rotem Berenholtz

Letter to the Editor:
In the last issue of “Communiqué”, I was quoted as saying that I did not want the QCC bookstore on

campus. Communication is always more difficult within a group setting, and at times the interpretation of
a statement appears harsher than it really was. In my discussion of the bookstore, I indicated that it is
sometimes more advantageous when a bookstore is part of a College, as opposed to one that is operated
by an outside vendor. However, a College-owned bookstore is a very expensive proposition and, in many
cases, translates into higher prices for the student. Barnes and Noble, because it is such a large outfit with
tremendous volume, is able to provide books at far more reasonable prices than the College could if it
owned a bookstore. Having said that, I wish also to emphasize that Barnes and Noble works to provide
quality service for students here, as evidenced by its recent donation of 800 textbooks to the Library in
response to a Student Government request. We have enjoyed a long working relationship with Barnes and
Noble, and we are appreciative of the company’s continued willingness to serve our campus.

President Eduardo Marti
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continued from page 1
GREAT BRITAIN lost about 250 citizens.
IRELAND lost about 25 people.
ISRAEL lost about 64 citizens. 
ITALY reported about 10 people dead or missing.
JAPAN lost about 24 people, 2 were on one of
the planes and 22 worked in the WTC.
HONG KONG lost about 16 people.
HUNGARY lost about 143 people.
MEXICO lost about 20 people, but the communi-
ty claims that about 500 are more likely.
PAKISTAN officially lost about 201 people,
even though about 650 worked in the WTC.
The PHILIPINES lost about 117 citizens.
RUSSIA reported about 117 people missing.

SOUTH KOREA lost about 15 people.
SWITZERLAND lost about 6, 2 of them were on
board of one of the planes.
TURKEY lost about 120 people. About 500
worked in the WTC.

Other nations who lost up to 10 people are
Argentina, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, the Czech
Republic, the Dominican Republic, Egypt,
Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Indonesia,
Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, the
Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Paraguay, Peru,
Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Sweden, Spain, South
Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, Ukraine, Uruguay,
Venezuela and Zimbabwe.

These numbers were taken from the
September 23 editions of the German newspaper,

Stuttgarter Zeitung. 
In the end those attacks backfired on the ter-

rorists. They had brought not just American closer
together, but also polarized other nations to fight
against the rest of terrorism. Those terrorists
gained nothing, but their own distraction since it
is them against the rest of the world. The fight
against terrorism has started and the terrorists
have to face the wrath of especially those nations,
whose citizens were also killed on September 11.

The World in Grief

In the wake of the horrific terrorist attacks on
America, many Americans and well known
celebrities are doing their part to help rebuild and
unite America. Thousands of New Yorkers rolled
up their sleeves and donated blood when they
heard how there was a blood shortage right after
the attacks. Lines at hospitals and blood centers
were so long (as much as 200 deep) that people
were asked to come back in the coming days
ahead. Many Americans have donated clothes and
food to rescue workers and volunteers who are
down at ground zero. Many churches and syna-
gogues asked for donations to help in the fight to
rebuild America. 

Many celebrities in the entertainment world
are also doing their part. Recently there was a

bicoastal fund-raiser, America: A Tribute to the
Heroes, which aired on all the major television
and radio networks. Celebrities such as Tom
Cruise, Jack Nicholson, Cindy Crawford, Whoopi
Goldberg and many others worked the phones for
viewer contributions, while U2, Sting, Limp
Bizkit, and Mariah Carey all belted out songs that
were appropriate for the telethon. The telethon
was watched by over 89 million Americans and
raised over 150 million dollars. The money will
go to the United Way’s effort to assist disaster
victims and their relatives. 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani help an interfaith
memorial service on Sept. 23. Oprah Winfrey and
James Earl Jones spoke and Bette Midler, Marc
Anthony and Placido Domingo all sang. 

Jim Carrey, Sandra Bullock, Julia Roberts
and Dr.Dre all took out their checkbooks and have
donated 1 million dollars for relief efforts. Rosie
O’Donnell has donated 2 million to the American
Red Cross. 

Madonna who has just finished her successful
Drowned World concert tour has also donated 2
million dollars plus proceeds from three of her
L.A. shows to the victims children.

Whitney Houston has re-released her stirring
rendition of the national anthem that she sang dur-
ing the Superbowl in 91 when the Persian Gulf
War was occurring. All the proceeds will be
donated to the New York Firefighters September
11 Disaster Relief Fund and the New York
Fraternal Order of Police. 

It’s nice to see Hollywood pitching in to help
raise money in this time of need. Some people per-
ceive celebrities to be stuck up about themselves
without a care in the world but they are human
beings who do care and who do want to do the right
thing which now is to help rebuild America. 

Americans & Celebrities Unite to Rebuild America
By John McGuire

QCC Theater Dept
to Stage Two 
one-act Plays:

Shostakovitch and 

The Indian Wants the Bronx
The Queensborough Community College

Department of Speech Communication and
Theatre Arts will present a Short Play Festival of
two exceptional one-act plays, Shostakovitch and
the Indian Wants the Bronx, for a 10-day run
beginning October 17.

The first offering, Shostakovitch, represents
the New York premiere of this comedy by Paul
Sambol, whose material has been developed in
workshops throughout New York and whose
plays have been produced on both the east and
west coasts of the U.S. Shostakovitch is an antic
comedy about the use of music therapy to brig a
depressed person back to the functioning level.

The second one-act play, The Indian Wants
the Bronx, is Israel Horovitz’s acclaimed classic –
a disturbing study in sadism which won multiple
awards (Drama Desk, Obi) in its original 1967 Off-
Broadway production. The play relays the story of
Gupta, a man from India who is terrorized by deli-
quent youths on this first day in this country.

Both plays will be presented in the QCC
Theater on campus:

Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 1:15 pm
Friday, Oct 19 at 8 pm
Saturday, Oct 20 at 8 pm
Wednesday, Oct 24 at 1:15 pm
Thursday, Oct 25 at 8 pm
Friday, Oct 26 at 8 pm
Saturday, Oct 27 at 2 pm and 8 pm
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SPORTS HALT DUE TO
TERRORIST ATTACKS

BY DENNIS HERNANDEZ

As the nation witnessed the worst ever terrorist attack in its history, sports in our country suddenly
became unimportant and unnecessary during this national tragedy. Two hijacked planes crashed into the
World Trade Center and another hijacked plane crashed into the Pentagon. A fourth hijacked plane
crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania just 55 miles southeast of Pittsburgh. This flight also contained two
scouts of a National Hockey League team. These terrorist attacks left the nation as well as sports in a
state of lockdown. 

Accustomed to seeing our hero athletes perform on the field on a daily basis on television, the nation
was now seeing the true heroes of our country–policemen, firefighters, EMS crews, and volunteers
courageously trying to rescue as many lives as possible in the disaster sites across the country. No longer
were scores, stats, and standings of importance. The nation was going through a national crisis which
affected every American nationwide in one way or another. 

Due to the horrific terrorist attacks on our nation all professional, as well as collegiate sports were
postponed during the week of the tragedies. The National Football League postponed its week two sched-
ule. The postponement of the NFL games created a domino effect among the other professional leagues
in postponing their games for the week of September 11. Major League Baseball followed by postponing
all of its games for the rest of the week. Major League Soccer decided to cancel the remaining games on
the schedule for the final week of the season and just conclude with its playoffs for the following week of
September 20. At the collegiate level, College Football’s Division 1-A also did the same by postponing
its week’s games. 

But no other sport was hit as hard as the National Hockey League, due to the tragic terrorist attacks.
Two scouts, Mark Bavis and Garnet Baily of the Los Angelos Kings Hockey team coaching staff were on
the United Airlines flight 93 Boeing 757 that was hijacked and crashed in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
There were no survivors on that flight.

As the nation copes and begins with its healing process, many will look to sports for an escape to the
tragedies that have affected the entire country. It will be difficult for fans as well as athletes to have the
same passion as they once did for sports before this major tragedy hit our nation. But as the country’s
healing process continues, going back to our normal ways of life and enjoying sports will never be quite
the same for a long time.

Foreign Student
Affairs Unified and
Stronger Through

Hard Times
BY MICHAEL CONNOLLY

In a recent interview conducted with Tunde
Kashimawo, head of Foreign Student Affairs at
QCC, she discussed the effects the recent terrorist
attacks had on QCC’s foreign students and her
personal feelings on the terrorist attacks.

The Queensborough Foreign Student Affairs
office deals with the foreign students coming to
this country on student visas. Despite the recent
terrorist attacks on the U.S., our school remains
like our country, strong and unified even with our
students here from foreign countries. Ms.
Kashimawo states, “I would assume the majority
of student that I know feel this is their country as
well and feel a sense of unity with the U.S. that is
the way I feel as an immigrant myself.”

Ms. Kashimawo, having come here herself
on a student visa, understands and relates to our
foreign students well. She says, “I enjoy working
with the foreign students very much and I feel
connected with them. I have come here and
worked my way through going to school on a
visa, having been an undergraduate at CUNY and
a graduate in SUNY. I have been there and the
connection is strong. I know what they are going
through.”

When asked how Queensborough’s foreign
students from middle eastern countries would be
affected by our war on terrorism regarding their
student visas, Ms. Kashimawo replied, “the cur-
rent students in Queensborough many not be
affected as far as I know, but the U.S. may be
more cautious in allowing future F1 students to
obtain a visa.”

Although there have not been any students
who came in directly to complain to the Foreign
Student Affairs Office on how the disaster affect-
ed them, this does not mean they were not affect-
ed. To help both students and staff who needed to
talk about the emotional trauma the recent terror-
ist attacks may have caused on our students,
Queenborough has offered counseling and work-
shops which can be done in one on one or group
sessions.

Ms. Kashimawo was also questioned on how
our school as a whole is being affected by this
recent disaster. She stated, “Though there may be
a few problems, the school is promoting unity
amongst the students despite our large number of
foreign students throughout this school. President
Marti is a student-oriented president who is help-
ing to unify Queensborough as whole.

PUBLIC SAFETY 
CORNER

JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM, DIRECTOR OF SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Welcome, to all our new and returning students, faculty and staff. By now you have begun
the new Fall Term here at Queensborough Community College. We are looking forward to a
safe and productive term.

In early October you will be receiving copies of the Annual Crim Statistics Report. This
report is mailed to all students, staff and faculty. Please look for this very important report for it
contains specific information about the Security and Safety Department, the College at large
and Operational procedures. If you do not receive a copy of this document, please contact the
Director of Security. Out office is located on the third floor of the Library, southwest corner at
the top of the stairs.

A concern for many students is PARKING. Student parking is available in Lots 2 - 5 and 6
during the day. In the evening, Parking Lots 2 and 6 and after 5:00 PM there is parking in
Main Lot 1. You will need tokens to enter these Lots and tokens can be purchased from token
machines located in the Lobbies of the Admiistration Building, the Humanities Building and in
the Medical Arts/Science Building. tokens can also be purchased on the second floor of the
Library. Copies of Parking and Traffic Control Regulations are available in the Security Office.
Parking Lots are under CCTV coverage 24 hours a day.

A special note, if you are parking on public streets around the Campus, be sure to read the
parking signs carefully. Traffic and parking regulations are strictly enforced.

In order to get to know the Security officers here on Campus and in turn they get to know
you, our Officers will be visiting with you during your Club Hours. If you would like to have an
Officer speak to your Club, please call our office. Out number is 631-6320.

As we are concerned with your safety at all times on Campus, we are particularly con-
cerned about going to the parking lot or walking on Campus during the venigb hours. And we
will at your request, provide you with an escort. Also, RED EMERGENCY PHONES are located
on all floors in all of the buildings on Campus and have a direct lkine into the Security Office.

The Security and Public Safety office is on Campus seven days a week, 24 hours a day,
365 days a year, so if you have a problem or a concern regarding your security and safety
while on our Campus, please call or visit our office.

The Security and Public safety Office is here to maintain a safe and respectful environment
for you so that your stay at queensborough is amemborable oe. We appreciate hearing of
your concerns or pblems regarding your safety on Campus, please let us know hwat they are.

Thank you.

JOIN 
THE 

NEWSPAPER
STAFF

Call Prof. Reesman at 
718-631-6302

We need: 
REPORTERS 
REVIEWERS

ARTISTS 
PHOTOGRAPHERS
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With billows of smoke still rising from the
rubble of what used to be the WTC, and the white
stars and red strips of the American Flag draped at
a mournful half mast, the mood was eerie as
America tried in vain to come to terms with the
September 11 terrorist attacks in NY and Wash
DC. Even in the midst of this somber environment
hate mongers took advantage of the tragedy to

instill even more fear in innocent civilians
throughout America. QCC was not spared from
this evil.

It all took nothing but a simple and brief tele-
phone call to the Math Dept. on Sept 13 at around
12:45pm in which the hoaxer believed to have
been a male, simply said “there’s a bomb in the
Math Dept”. The terrified secretary who received

the message did the obvious and sensible thing by
informing security who then dialed 911 and set
off the alarm in the adjoined Maths and Science
buildings for an evacuation. 

Commenting on the emergency evacuation
procedure the Director of Security and Public
Safety, Mr Joseph Cunningham commended the
swift response of the NYPD, FDNY and ambu-
lance service. He reiterated that the evacuation
went well and no casualties were reported. 

As a measure to upgrade and create efficien-
cy in public safety operations the Dir. confirmed
that plaques with distinct information on emer-
gency evacuation procedures are under production
and once complete would be mounted in every
classroom. These plaques will instruct students
from each building to congregate at an appointed
location that will act as an assembly point where
trained fire marshals employed by Qcc and deans
will coordinate the operations. 

On an overall wrap up Mr. Cunningham
expressed satisfaction on all Safety measures Qcc
has in place so far, mentioning that all emergency
exits were clearly labeled and reliable instructions
outlined. He stated that at least 10 to 12 drills are
carried out each term at a time and place picked
according to a set program within the department. 

PANDEMONIUM AT QCC 
BY FUNGAI MABOREKE

President Marti with crowd of NY
Policemen investigating report of bomb in

September 2001
(photo by Angela Cutrone)

NY Firemen called to QCC Campus during
bomb threat September 2001

(photo by Angela Cutrone)

SECURITY CORNER
BY JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM, DIRECTOR OF SECURITY & PUBLIC SAFETY

If someone threatens you based on your race, religion, gender, sexual orientation or other
characteristics . . . get help right away.

Not for one minute, does anyone have to put up with the fear and intimidation of tactics used
by hate mongers. You have everyright to be on our Campus, as does everyone.

If you are subject to this illegal tactic of intimidation, report it to the Security Office at 631-
6320 and/or the New York City Police Department.

Emergency Evacuation of Campus Buildings
All alarms must be treated seriously. This cannot be emphasized enough! If fire alarms

ring, leave the building.
DO NOT PANIC – DO NOT USE ELEVATORS
Follow the evacuation plan. Leave by the nearest Fire Exit. Go to the assigned area where you

will be advised of the situation and as to when you can return to class.
Faculty, Staff, Security and Fire Wardens will assist in the evacuation process. Please follow

their directions and go to your assigned areas.
Disabled students are to go to the Disabled Persons assembly area, or, use the Red Phones to

alert Security of their location. Security and or Faculty members will assist in their evacuation.
DO NOT RETURN TO YOUR AREA UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO DO SO.
Under no circumstance use a smoke filled stairway. doors are hot, do not open. If stairs

are filled with smoke, return to your room and close the door. Call Security and advise them
of what room you are in. Place clothing in window. The Fire Department will find you. 

PLEASE NOTE: Fire Department ladders can reach all floors on Campus.
Copies of Fire Safety Instruction can be obtained in the Security office located on the third

floor of the Library building.
I would like to thank those of you who have volunteered to be Fire Wardens. We can use a

few more volunteers. If you are interested, please call me at 631-6320.

Career Days
Stay at QCC – Get your Degree

Meet QCC Alumni who have succeeded in:

FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS OCTOBER 31
(Art, Music, Dance & Theatre) 

TECHNOLOGY NOVEMBER 7
(Mechanical, Computer & Electrical)

BUSINESS NOVEMBER 14

Room M-136 (Medical Arts)
1-3 pm

Wednesdays

Dr. Martin Jacobs, Transfer Coordinator, Room L-428 (718) 631-6370

QCC Fall Job Fair
Wednesday, November 7th • Student Union Lounge

50 EMPLOYERS
Free Seminar

“How to Market Yourself to Prospective Employers”
presented by Tactical Sales Professionals

12 Noon • 1 pm • 2 pm 
at the Job Fair in the SUL

(as presented at Newsday’s Information Technology and Health Job Fair in Spring 2001) 

Please dress for success and 
bring a QCC friend or graduate with you.

From the Dark Into
the Light

We must not look upon such a tragedy in the dark
But immerse from the light shining through it
With the understanding and recognition of all the 

lives lost
And the energy being focused on these lives that 

remain.
What one group of human beings has lied upon us
Are images forever indented in our minds
Though their intentions are incomprehensible to 

the life in which we know.
We must not concentrate our thoughts on getting 

into their minds.
Instead, for ourselves, we must stay focused 
On this life that lies ahead of us 
And prove once of for all 
That our freedom will never be broken.

By Angela Cutrone

Photo by Angela Cutrone
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BY DANIEL E. LUNA

On August 9, 2001 President George W. Bush
made the decision to allow research for the devel-
opment of human embryonic stem cells, in which
scientists manipulate stem cells  [an essentially
blank cell that has not developed into any particu-
lar cell] into any of the more than 200 human tis-
sues. Some of the possibilities of this research are
that the stem cells would be transformed into cells
that are needed in parts of the body that need
strengthening and even cure from disease.
Ranging from: Pancreatic islet cells, that could
provide a cure from diabetics, Muscle cells, that
could repair a damaged heart, Nerve cells, that
could treat Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s disease, and
repair spinal cord injuries.

There are a few ways of getting stem cells and
there is a lot of debate between them. The biggest
debate is whether or not it is morally or ethically
right. One way of getting stem cells is to extract
them from human embryos, some say that this is
wrong because the embryo is destroyed in the
process. Embryos that are being used are embryos
from in-vitro fertilization, where scientists implant
a woman’s egg with sperm to help infertile cou-
ples conceive. Many of these eggs are implanted
but not all are used after the couple conceives.
This leads others to say that since the extra
embryos are frozen in labs and some will not sur-
vive for a long time in storage and some are
destroyed that they should be used to help or cure
some one’s life instead of letting them go to waste. 

“The United States has a long proud history
record of leading the world toward advances in
science and medicine that improve life, and the

United States has a long and proud record of
upholding the highest standards of ethics as we
expand the limits of science and knowledge.”
President Bush went on to say, “Research on
embryonic stem cells raises profound ethical ques-
tions because extracting the stem cells destroys the
embryo, and thus destroys its potential for life.” 

Another way scientists have been experiment-
ing with the research of stem cells is creating
human embryos in test tubes [solely to experiment
on them], to essentially clone another you, so if
you need an organ, it would be available to you.
This idea is one that is opposed by most people.
Even the President said, “I strongly oppose human
cloning, as do most Americans. We recoil at the
idea of growing human beings for spare body parts
or creating life for our convenience.” 

There is also a lot of skepticism on cloning
because prior cloning of sheep has not been com-
pletely successful where the sheep have many
health and growth problems. The President
declines this research and the White House has
endorsed congressional legislation that forbid
human cloning procedures.          

The research of human embryonic stem cells
will be federally funded. The president conclud-
ed," we should allow federal funds to be used for
research on these existing stem cell lines, where
the life and death decision has already been
made." 

The President sidestepped the issue of creat-
ing embryos for testing that would eventually
destroy stem cells by allowing research of the
stem cell lines [colonies of cells derived from a
single embryo] that already exist, but scientists say

they need higher quality stem cell colonies. 
National Institute of Health has reported

that 64 of these stem cell lines exist, but the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, Tommy
Thompson, says there are only 24 to 25 of these
stem cell lines. Scientists feel they don’t have
enough cell lines for solid research. On September
11, 2001 experts endorsed human embryonic stem
cell research in Washington despite the President’s
decision not to fund any research on any cells
other than the ones that already existed.

It seems debate about this research will go
on, and many people will have a lot of emotions
about this research but perhaps the President put it
best when he said, “I have made this decision with
great care, and I pray it is the right one.”

Scientists Need More Stem Cell Colonies 
for Solid Research

The Professional Performing Arts
Series

QCC Theater
Anthony Carobine, Director

As you might know, we’ve expanded our series
to a year-round operation. For more information
about each performance, see our website:
qcc.cuny.edu/boxoffice (click onto Professional
Series) 
Pick up a copy of the season’s brochure at the box
office in Library 1st floor entrance.

Telephone 631-6311 • Fax 631-6033
Email boxoffice@qcc.cuny.edu

The Professional Performing Arts 
Series 2001-2002

Saturdays at 8 pm; Sundays at 3 pm
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NYPIRG Statewide
Student Action

Conference
October 26, 27 and 28 at SUNY Cortland

The New York Public Interest Research
Group (NYPIRG) Statewide Student Action
Conference is an opportunity for student activists
from across the state to come together to learn
about issues impacting our lives, gain important
organizing skills and connect with other students.

Workshop topics include: 
• Elections 2001 
• Campaign to End Sweatshops 
• Higher Education Funding 
• Homeless and Hunger Awareness 
• Media Strategies 
• Effective Public Speaking.

The $30 fee for conference covers all the
workshops and events, transportation to and from
Cortland, meals, and a Halloween costume party
on Saturday night. It is a great chance to meet
with leading student activists and professional
organizers from across the state.

NYPIRG is New York State’s largest 
student-directed advocacy group working for 
students’ rights, environmental protection and
educational and political reform.

For more information or to sign-up, call 718-
225-9121 or stop by the QCC NYPIRG office in
the Lower Level of the Student Union (Room 6).

OPINIONS
...and is Hollywood to blame?

BY OMAR BHOORASINGH

The events of September 11, 2001, to many of us who watched it happen and thought it was not real,
seemed like something that some studio executive in Tinsel Town would think up.

The fact remains that movies based on historical events are big business, and why not.  The story is
already written out and just begs to be produced.  The fact is it will, because no matter how angry or sad
we are about the tragedies if this is given a handsome leading man, and maybe a lady to rescue it will be
the box office champion for months.

Let’s look back, in recent history there was Titanic, Thirteen Days, and Pearl Harbor.  All of these
captivated the nation when they were actually occurring but put a couple years between the actual event
and suddenly the death of thousands is perfectly fine to be emblazoned on a screen in front of us and we
are willing to sit and watch the events that greatly affected the lives of our fore-fathers.  Not bad for a
Friday night huh?

Also what needs to be considered is the historical accuracy of these movies that will eventually come
out of the Hollywood hype machine.  The movie Pearl Harbor is a prime example, unleashed upon us
earlier this year by Disney through Buena Vista (that’s how Disney releases movies with sex scenes
between people).  This movie was released in two final versions, one for the US and the rest of the world
and another for Japan.  The huge difference you might ask, well the version for the Japanese market was
edited version that makes our attackers seem less like the "bad guys."  Yes I’m as curious as everyone
else to see how that version turned out and it makes me wonder.

Maybe the billion dollar blockbuster about the September 11 tragedy will be produced by heartless
zealots like the folks as Disney and we might also get two versions.  The US market version and the
Middle Eastern version where Old Uncle Osama’s seen and a mischievous guy with all the time in the
world, or maybe even a hero.  Whatever happens behind closed doors in Hollywood will eventually be
released upon an unsuspecting public and just like  movie reviewer Karl Williams said “History deserves
more than a hollow moneymaking scheme.”

He’s Baaaack . . . It is Official
BY ALEX REYES

Yes, it is final. Basketball great Michael Jordan has decided to make his second return to the
sport of basketball. After months and months of anticipation of his return he put all doubts to rest when
he faxed the statement “I will return to the game I love.”

There are many skeptics on this return, many based on his age of 38. Many people question whether
he can still keep up with the young players of today’s game. N.B.A. commissioner David Stern stated his
concern that Jordan will be taking fame and notoriety away from many of the younger players. In a press
conference, after making his return official, Jordan stated that he has no desire to be marketed by the
league and wants the league to market their young stars.

Jordan will be returning to play for the Washington franchise that he was the team president for last
season. The Wizards finished last season with 19 wins and 63 losses. Another concern about the return is
whetherJjordan can make the difference needed for the team to beocme contenders.

Money is not an issue for Jordan; he has said that he plans to donate his salary from the upcoming
season to charity. Jordan will be playing for the veteran league minimum of one million dollars.

Whether you agree with the return of Michael Jordan to playing professional basketball or not, there
is one thing everybody can seem to agree on, everybody is curious to see how it goes.
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Sunday, October 14-November 26: QCC Art
Gallery Exhibit. European American Bank
Collection. Opening Reception: 1-4 p.m. QCC
Gallery, Oakland Building. Gallery hours: Monday
through Friday, 9 to 5 p.m., and by special appoint-
ment on weekends. Free event. For information,
call (718) 631-6396.

Sunday, October 14 - November 26: QCC Art
Gallery Exhibit, featuring works by Cuban artist
Roman Menocal, entitled “Umbral de la
Conceiencia” Opening Reception: 1-4 p.m. QCC
Gallery Oakland Building. Gallery hours: Monday
through Friday, 9 to 5 p.m., and by special appoint-
ment on weekends. Free event. For information,
call (718) 631-6396.

October 12- November 15: A small exhibit fea-
turing materials honoring the Italian contribution to
American culture. Kurt R. Schmeller Library, 2nd
floor. During regular Library hours. In celebration
of Italian Heritage Month. Elayne Gardstein, coor-
dinator. Free event. For information, call (718)
631-6227.

Sunday, October 14, 2:00 p.m.: QCC’s Holocaust
Resource Center and Archives Fall lecture Series
will present “Lions of Judah: The Unsung Story of
Jewish Anti-Nazi Resistance.” Dr. Jud Newborn,
author and historian, speaker. Medical Arts
Building, Room 136. Free event. For information,
call (718) 255-1617.

Tuesday, October 16, 7:30 p.m.: QCC’s
Holocaust Resource Center and Archives Fall
Lecture Series will present a Film/Discussion enti-
tled “The Quarrel.” Dr. William L. Shulman,

speaker. Library Building, Room LB14. Free
event. For information, call (718) 225-1617.

October 1-15: A small exhibit featuring materials
honoring Puerto Rico’s contribution to American
culture. Kurt R. Schmeller Library, 2nd floor.
During regular Library hours. In celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month. Elayne Gardstein, coor-
dinator. Free event. For information call (718) 631-
6227.

Tuesday, October 16, 12-2 p.m.: Lecture/slide
show on the “Heritage of the People of South
America.” Bobby Gonzales, Taino Native
American storyteller, lecturer and poet, will discuss
the history, culture and the art of the indigenous
people of Latin America. In celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month. Free event. for informa-
tion, call (718) 631-6233.

Wednesday, October 17, 1 p.m.: QCC’s Fall
Health Lecture Series will present “Infection
Control: The Bug Stops Here.” Barbara Winter,
R.N., Director of Infection Control at Mount Sinai
Hospital of Queens, will discuss how to recognize
and avoid disease-causing viruses and bacteria in
various aspects of daily living, including food han-
dling. Sponsored by the Department of Health,
Physical Education and Dance. Gym building,
Room G201/202. Free event. For informaton, call
(718) 631-6322.

October 17, 24 at 1:15 pm; 19, 20, 25, 26 at 8
pm; 27 at 2 & 8 pm: QCC Short Play Festival fea-
turing two one-act plays. The first is
Shostakovitch,from nationally reknowned play-
wright Paul Sambol, directed by Robert Simons.

An antic comedy about the use of music therapy to
bring a depressed person back to the functioning
level. The second is The Indian Wants the Bronx, a
one-act play by Israel Horovitz, directed by
Michael Cesarano. A powerful and disturbing
study of the mindless cruelty of two teenage toughs
towards a helpless stranger. QCC Theater. Tickets:
$8; senior citizens $5. Bargain Matinee: October
24 all tickets $1.00. For ticket information call
(718) 631-6311.

October Calendar of Events


