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CUNY faculty has been working without a
contract since August 2000. A new labor contract
with CUNY is currently being negotiated by the
PSC. The PSC (Professional Staff
Congress/CUNY, American Federation of
Teachers Local 2334) is the union of CUNY fac-
ulty and professional staff, both full time and part
time.  

The PSC is one of the oldest and largest high-
er education unions in the country. It was formed
in 1972 and has bargained for CUNY employment
contracts ever since. The contract proposals they
have been working on include reduced class sizes
and better pay for teachers. Their intention is to
accomplish these goals without affecting student
tuition. 

The organizations that have been a part of this
protest include the United Federation of Teachers,
the Professional Staff Congress at CUNY and the
United College Employees at the Fashion Institute
of Technology. Their students have been huddled
in overcrowded classrooms without materials for a
decent education. Special education and after-
school programs have also suffered cuts.

There have been many rallies in New York
City in which students as well as teachers and
other officials have protested the system’s budget
cuts. They demand their share of the money that
the president promised the city as aid after Sept.
11.  In the last few years, however, many politi-
cians like former Mayor Giuliani and Governor
Pataki have been a part of the huge drop in state
and city funding of CUNY that has resulted in
increases in tuition and a cut in half of the num-
bers of full time and part time faculty and a shrink
in the number of programs and course offerings.
One of the first rallies was organized on Dec. 5,
2000, by the AFL-CIO Professional Staff
Congress, which is affiliated with the Federation
of Teachers. Speaker after speaker at the rally
challenged the Bush administration, Gov. George
Pataki and lame-duck Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
about their lack of commitment to education.
Students and faculty chanted, carried signs and

marched around the campus.  
In the last couple of years, the Professional

Staff Congress (PSC)—the union of faculty and
students—has worked diligently to protect the uni-
versity and its community from an all-out drought.
In early March 2002 PSC reached an agreement
that provided a 9 percent increase in pay and ben-
efits.   It also agreed to split with the university the
cost of one year of tuition remission for graduate
assistants. This agreement was not enough.
Protesters demanded that raises for faculty not
come at the expense of more costs for students.
College students and professors gathered at New
York’s City Hall on March 22 (2002) to protest
Gov. George Pataki’s proposed cuts to the Tuition
Assistance Plan (TAP). The plan will raise student

costs by $2,000 over four years.  
This past spring and summer the PSC also

organized to lobby legislators in Albany and to the
fight against tuition hikes and for tuition remis-
sion. “We not only want a contract, we want a

CUNY Faculty Still Negotiating a Contract
BY ELENA ACOSTA

Teachers rally in protest of budget cuts.
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In New York City, the common crimes such
as homicide, rape, assault and robbery still tear
our society and city apart. In many cases, victims
go through their daily routines such as going to
school or work. Furthermore, the frightening part
of these crimes that brutalize our city and its peo-
ple is that there is no motive for their actions,
which means that anyone is a target — including
you. 

Last month, there were many murder cases
that occurred in different locations within our
city. Some, police have linked motives such as
revenge or some sort of dispute that led into a
shooting; however, other instances went unsolved
because there was no motive or reason for the
killings.  For example, a bystander could be shot,
or a person who is intoxicated could harm others

for no particular reason.
A brief example of a crime that had no real

motive was an example of a Russian woman who
was killed on her way back from work to her
house in the Bronx. 

Anastasia Krovic, 29, was on her way walk-
ing from the Fordham Road subway station to her
house four blocks away. But Krovic walked right
into two drunk men who brutally raped her and
stabbed her to death. As a result, we can be sure
that crime is unpredictable; it can happen to any-
one, anywhere. However, we can make compar-
isons between multiple crimes and we can try to
prevent them before it happens. In other words,
learn from the mistakes that others have made or
just by preventing an accident. 

Crimes Assail The City
BY ALI BENCHAKROUN

continued on page 3

continued on page 3
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Political Rift Keeps Liberals and
Conservatives Apart

BY ADAM TORTORA

If one thing is certain about the events of the past four years, it is that they have created a rift in this
country.  A line has been drawn in the sand dividing the left and the right, liberals and conservatives, and
both sides agree that this is something that needs to be changed. Wouldn’t it be best if we let the fact that
we were Americans be our defining characteristic? Then, one side would see something in common with
the other. Instead, the country has been split into a nation of red and blue, divided by color, a practice that
isn’t supposed to be tolerated anymore. 

What can be done to heal the wounds each side has inflicted on the other? Which side needs to make
these changes? Truth is, both sides need to change, show good faith toward the other by meeting some-
where in the middle. If this is going to get off the ground, just like any other program, the first step is the
most difficult: admitting you have a problem. 

The left must see that it is a minority in this country, a decreasing minority even. Any doubt that the
liberals may have over the outcome of this year’s election must be taken right out of their minds. Nothing
can be done about it now. Bush won, Kerry lost. Even though the outcome was close, Bush had more than
half of all voters on his side. This is something that not even Clinton was able to do, showing irrefutably a
public mandate for his position. Another characteristic of the left that shows the liberal position is moving
further and further from mainstream America is that they have become the party of extremists, the party
of Holywood, the party where Michael Moore gets the seat of honor at their national convention. This
trend needs to be nipped in the butt if they ever hope to see one of their candidates make a run at the
White House again.

It’s difficult for us as New Yorkers to realize this, but that is exactly the point that is being made
here. There is a lot more to this country than just new york. There are millions of other people out there
with different opinions who lead totally different lifestyles, not just New Yorkers, and contrary to popular
belief, we are no  better, no smarter and no more important than they are.

What the Republicans can do to help this along is to try to include more Democrats in their party and
show the nation that they are big enough to not only listen to the views of the other side, but also include
them in the policy making progress. Bush has done a great job of including both minorities and women in
his cabinet, but has failed to bring in people with much different views than his. Accomplishing this
would help to build bridges between the two sides. Surely, Kerry would fit in nicely as U.S. ambassador
to France.

Register NOW
a

For the 
QCC Spring Job Fair 

a
Wednesday, April 20th, 2005

12-3 pm, Student Union Lobby

Meet with 50 Employers
Interview Attire Required

a

To Register Come to the Office of Career Services 
in the Library, Room 429.
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The recent invention of the Verichip has cre-
ated questions and stirred some displeasure among
the media and the general public about the ethical-
ity of its usage.

This new micro chip is a radio frequency
identity device (RFID) that is about the size of a
grain of rice.  It does not use batteries and, there-
fore, contains no chemicals which can be harmful
to the body.  The chip is said to have a lifespan of
up to twenty years.

Even though the chip is so small, it can hold
tons of information, ranging from data about your
every day movements to your medical records.
The ability for this small unit to hold so much per-
sonal information has brought up questions about
identity theft. Christian officials refer to this
invention as the mark of the beast. Others shrug it
off as just another way for Big Brother to monitor
every move we make.  

“I will never get the chip,” said Laura
Riccobono, a U.S. citizen. “It would feel like an
invasion of privacy for someone to know my
every move.”

According to the Internet, the Verichip will
be beneficial to the military because it will help
commanders keep track of their soldiers at war.  

Some soldiers like the concept of the
Verichip.  Paul Kaiser, an ex-Marine who served
in the Corps for four and a half years, said, “I
believe in the Verichip, troops are placed in com-
bat situations which increases the chance of seri-
ous injuries and if they are not located in time, it

can prove fatal.”
According to Applied Digital Solution, the

manufacturers of the chip, the chip has a unique

16-digit identification number which allows you
to update your information in the database
through an encrypted Internet access. The compa-
ny also argued that the device is useful because if
one is lost or abducted, he can be found once the
device tracks him, thus saving his life.

It is recommended that the chip be placed in
the forearm. Once inserted, it is virtually unde-
tectable by the naked eye. The chip is encapsulated
in a polyethylene sheath which fuses to the flesh
and can only be detected by a Verichip reader.

According to the BBC news, the British
Medical Association says that it sees no ethical
reason for not allowing such a device as long as it
is proven to be safe.

New Micro Chip Tracks
Movements and Raises 

Ethical Issues
BY JENIENE DALEY

(RFID) Radio Frequency Identity Device

Many people are actually accustomed to hear-
ing death or rape cases everyday in New York
City. We certainly feel sorrow towards the vic-
tim’s family but we are not shocked or surprised
that it could happen. Moreover, the residents of
larger cities should be familiar with the overall
crime statistics in their neighborhood and should
always be prepared and conscious of wherever
they might be going. In addition, the Uniform
Crime Report states clearly that larger cities gen-
erally tend to have more crime within. Also, the
current status of crimes in the city is 40% lower
then they were in the early 90’s. For in stance, in
1993 there were a total of 1927 murders; however,
ten years later, in the year 2003, there was a 70%
decline in the murder rate, which brought the
number down to 527. Although crime in the New
York City region is at its lowest point, we cannot
assure and guarantee ourselves that we are safe
and must take precautions.

visionary contract,” PSC First Vice President
Steve London told the crowd. “No more will we
sit and listen to our newest colleagues worry
about paying rent and caring for their children!
No more will higher education officers work with-
out hope of promotion and advancement! No
more will adjuncts be treated as second-class!” 

I urge you as students to support this move-
ment, stand for something, show your awareness
of the institution, which frames your learning and
your active citizenship in this community.  Join us
for a contract with a new vision for CUNY.   

QCC has contributed to this “cause” by
putting up flyers all over campus so that the issue
can be known.  On this flyer it calls attention to
all students, faculty and staff; it also gives a short
description of what exactly it is we are fighting
for and how this fight affects us as students. If you
are interested in giving your support you can con-
tact Jay Appleman at (718) 281-5149 or
jappleman@qcc.cuny.edu. 

As a whole we can make a difference!

Crimes Assail:
continued from page 1

CUNY Faculty:
continued from page 1

Sponsored by The Social Sciences Department &

The Office of Career Services

Build Your 
Teaching Career
Now!

Attend our sessions and learn:
• How to write a powerful resume
• The importance of having a student

portfolio
• Where to find postings for teaching

assistant or group teacher positions
• and much more

For Evening Students
March 15, 2005
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Medical Art Building
Room 130

For Day Students
March 23, 2005
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Medical Arts Building
Room 130

For more information please call
718-631-6027 or send an e-mail to

rrhodd@qcc.cuny.edu
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CUNY’s Board of Trustees has created a pol-
icy that requires all students whether in associate
or baccalaureate programs to take the CPE.
Although this is an important exam, many of
CUNY students have no idea what it is or of its
importance. To avoid shock in students who need
to take this test, they should be made aware of
what it entails and who exactly
needs to take it.

CPE stands for CUNY
Proficiency Examination. On
this exam students must
demonstrate their ability to read
with understanding information
that is given and be able to
express themselves clearly
through writing. To put it sim-
ple, CUNY wants all students
to be able to show forth the
skills  they have developed
while in college in their read-
ing, writing, and understanding.

The format of this three hour exam, which is
broken into two parts, consists of analytical read-
ing and writing and graph analyzing skills. The
reading and writing part consists of two reading
selections, one given in advance that students will
need to study and a reading selection given the
day of the test. Students are expected to write an
essay connecting information from the advance

reading and the selection at the test. The second
part requires the student to use information from
graphs. 

Those required to take the test are all students
who have accumulated 45 credits or more.
Students will have to pass the CPE before the
completion of 60 credits. Those with 45 credits

completed must take the CPE
for the first time. CUNY basic
skills requirements must be met
in order to take the CPE.
Students whose GPA is below
2.0 may not be allowed to take
it

There are three chances
allotted to take the CPE. QCC
has sent out letters to those who
need to take it now. Students
that meet the requirements to
take the test,  but have not
received a letter, they should
make sure they are registered at

the college testing office. Failure to register will
forfeit one of the three chances to take the exam.
This exam is needed to graduate. 

To get more information about the CPE, visit
the QCC website or go to the ISSC building.
There are workshops and sample materials provid-
ed for free, available specifically to prepare stu-
dents for the CPE.   

CPE Exam Cram:
CUNY students should know beforehand

BYJOVANNA FOREMAN

Paper Food Saves
Calories

BY NIKSON SHALOMAYEV

Do you ever feel so hungry that you can
almost eat anything? Well now you can. Thanks
to a new invention of an ink jet printer you can
print out your favorite food.  It will print you out
anything from a pizza to sushi. Oh yeah, if your
birthday is around the corner, it can print you a
birthday cake as well.

Chef Homaru Cantu, is inventing some inter-
esting stuff including new cutlery-type mecha-
nisms for eating, futuristic cooking methods, and
yes — paper food!

The way it works is the printer’s cartages are
filled with fruit and vegetable concoctions instead
of ink, and the paper tray contains edible sheets of
soybean and potato starch. The chef has also taken
to printing his menus this way: diners can spice up
their soup by ripping up the menu and tossing in
the pieces. Until he has filed some patents, Cantu
is not revealing how he modified the print heads
to write in vegetable juice, nor is he divulging the
recipes for his colorful inks.

Cantu’s ideas go much further. He plans to
cook steak by using a hand-held laser to sear the
center until it is well done while leaving the out-
side medium rare, or raw. He even envisions
using the laser to bake bread - with a crust inside
the loaf.

Homaru said, “You can make an ink-jet print-
er do just about anything. Just imagine going
through a magazine and looking at an ad for pizza.
You wonder what it tastes like so you rip a page
out and eat it.”

Source: NewScientist.com
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Cigarette-ignited fires cause approximately
1,000 deaths and 3,000 injuries in the United
States each year. New York was the first state to
address this issue in 2000, by passing the first law
requiring a safety standard for cigarettes. Then, on
June 28 of last year, New York was the first state
to pass a law mandating only the sale of fire-safe
cigarettes. California has followed suit, permitting
only the sale of self-extinguishing cigarettes
beginning in 2006. Maryland, Massachusetts,
Oregon and Vermont are currently trying to pass
similar laws.

The issue of fire-safe cigarettes has a history
of about 30 years.  In 1974, a bill was first passed
in the Senate but failed in the House of
Representatives. In 1984, Congress enacted a bill
requiring the creation of a Technical Study Group
of Cigarette Safety to help minimize the deaths
and injuries. After the TSG established that it
would likely manufacture an enhanced product,
Congress then passed the Fire Safe Cigarette Act
of 1990.

These safer cigarettes, called Reduced-
Ignition Propensity cigarettes (RIP), are made
with less dense tobacco and are wrapped in thin-
ner, ridged, less porous paper that acts as a “speed
bump,” causing the cigarette to extinguish when
not inhaled into. 

According to the National Fire Association,
cigarette ignited fires cause nearly $4 billion dol-
lars in property loss and health care in the USA
each year to fire. It has been proven that an ordi-
nary cigarette dropped on a sofa may burn at 700

Celsius, 1292 degrees Fahrenheit, for 30 to 60
minutes before erupting into massive flames. RIP
cigarettes self-extinguish in approximately thirty
seconds before flames get the chance to ignite.

One major argument of tobacco companies is
that there needs to be one universal law for the
nation. Philip Morris says the company
“support[s] the enactment of federal legislation
mandating a uniform, national standard for
reduced-ignition propensity cigarettes that would
apply to all cigarettes sold in this country and
avoid the confusion that could result for conflict-
ing state rules.”

Tobacco industries argue that since there is a
law in New York but not in other states, they must
take responsibility for fires and injuries in the
other states not selling RIP. Andrew McGuire,
director of the Trauma Foundation, stated on new-
scientist.com, “The industry feared that marketing
fire-safe brands would suggest earlier versions
were less safe. This might expose them to lawsuits
from people injured from standard cigarettes.”

Major cigarette manufacturers such as
Reynolds Tobacco, Philip Morris and Lorillard are
complying with the New York State law. In 2002,
New York accounted for 4.3 percent of cigarette
sales in the United States, and sales have not
decreased since the law was enacted. Studies have
found that the alteration on cigarettes has not
resulted in elevated costs for manufacturers or
consumers. Fire-safe cigarettes have a long black
bar over the bar code on the outer package to
show the consumer it is a fire-safe product.

Companies who falsely declare that their product
meets the new standard will be subject to heavy
fines.  

Another issue brought up was the annoyance
of smokers having to relight if their cigarette gets
automatically extinguished. Although Philip

Morris did receive feedback stating dislike from
some consumers, other consumers stated they find
themselves lighting less cigarettes, which could
help them cut down and possibly quit in the long
run. This is obviously another fear of tobacco
industries who want smokers to light more ciga-
rettes, buy more, and in turn, increase their sales.

In a brief interview with our class, six out of
twenty-one students smoked; two of whom said
that the self-extinguishing cigarette is annoying
having to be relit, but otherwise, there is no real
difference. 

Self- Extinguishing Cigarettes Mandated for Safety
BY ANDREA HALOULOS AND SAMANTHA ALTAN

Veterans ‘Shunned’ 
In New York

BY PAUL KAISER

New York’s Veterans are being treated with less importance than Vets
indigenous to other states in our Union. Veterans within this state are dis-
covering that New York continually fails to provide educational benefits
that other states furnish to their Veterans. 

Attention is invited to States such as Illinois, which through the Illinois
Veterans Grant (IVG) provides free college tuition to their Veterans.
Through the Hazlewood Act in Texas, returning veterans have the comfort
of knowing that their sacrifice is rewarded with a college education as well.
Veterans from the state of Connecticut may attend public colleges and uni-
versities tuition free. In addition, there is a waiver of all fees for
Massachusetts veterans to state colleges and universities. 

Within the parameters of the Veterans Affairs administration, there are
certain federal entitlements that most Americans believe Veterans are
awarded. In reality, most federal and state benefits are only provided to
those with crippling war-related disabilities, those having minimum disabil-
ity criteria that must be met for eligibility. 

Currently, only 10% of 26 million American Veterans receive, or are
entitled to receive, federal benefits. One CUNY vet states, “this is a travesty
that needs to be addressed right now.” The Montgomery GI Bill is a federal
program which allocates money for college to qualified veterans. But this is
by every stretch of the term “supplemental” when the GI Bill funding does-
n’t nearly match what schooling costs in New York. Veterans within this
State are calling on the government for reform and fresh legislation, for
both city and statewide jurisdictions.

Within the confines of the City University of New York’s school sys-
tem alone, there are veterans who are struggling to attain benefits. They are
being force-fed through a bureaucratic VA system that has been saturated
and backlogged with claims dating back to the Korean and Vietnam wars.
Acquiring federal entitlements through the VA is an arduous task in itself,
requiring long, lengthy and cumbersome processes to receive. 

In essence, the Veterans Affairs administration is not planning for our
veterans to fail, they are failing to adequately plan for them to succeed.
CUNY Vets ask why they are being left to begin with an up-hill battle.

A Queensborough Community College veteran explains,”When you are
in the business of brandishing the weapon, and pulling the trigger, eventual-
ly someone will listen.” This of course, being the weapon of speech.  Lest
we forget that while this article is being read, there are soon to be Veterans
returning to NY from war with no hands. Are these the issues they need to
be dealing with?
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Imagine this, a magazine with music clips, art,
photography, videos and instant feedback from its
readers. It’s here. Queensborough now has its own
online magazine, it’s called Queenszine. The reason
you may not know about or haven’t read this maga-
zine is because unlike most other publications, you
can only find it online at www.qcc.cuny.edu/queen-
s z i n e .

“There’s so much more that you can do online
than what you can do with print. It’s so much more
interactive, for example, posting comments on
someone’s work,” stated Professor Counihan, one
of Queenszine’s editors. Queenszine features a
large variety of creative work; stories, poetry, pho-
tographs, academic papers, plays, memoirs, web-
sites, videos, paintings and music. It welcomes
work by all members of the college community:
students, faculty, staff and alumni. Queenszine
takes pride in being a loose structured publication
without strict forms, regulations, requirements and
any limitation to the type of writing and multimedia
allowed. Although Queenszine is open to all sub-
missions and does not have restrictions, unaccept-
able material will be edited.

Three faculty members, Wolstan Brown, Beth
Counihan and Susan Jacobowitz, are the ones who
have come together to edit this unique publication
for Queensborough. Professor Wolstan Brown is in
the Business Department and is the one who actual-
ly came up with the idea of an online magazine
which steemed from his love of poetry. Professors
Counihan and Jacobowitz are both members of the
English Department; Counihan teaches Advanced
Prose Writing and Jacobowitz teaches Fiction
W r i t i n g .

“We are focusing on a broader perspective to
highlight all of the talents of the college communi-
ty. Queenszine is simple and straightforward and
open to everyone including students, faculty and
alumni,” explained Professor Counihan. The
biggest reason for them creating an online maga-
zine and only an online magazine is that they want-

ed to showcase more talents that are not available in
print where there is less limitation.

The magazine has been in the making for a
year, taking time to get the web designers to create
the site, make the actual site functional and com-
plete and, of course, gather the material for the cur-
rent premier spring issue. As of right now
Queenszine is accepting material for the fall 2005
issue. April 22nd is the deadline.

The only way to submit work is to email 
the item, in an attachment, to
Queenszine@qcc.cuny.edu along with a short biog-
raphy. The biography can be as long or as short as
desired. Your name, affiliation with the college and
your major are encouraged to be included.
Professor Counihan adds, “We encourage submis-
sions; don’t be shy...People can post comments on
your work and you will get feedback...although it is
trendy to do online now, we do not encourage any
sort of rating system because it is not at all a com-
p e t i t i o n . ”

This is not only limited to submissions from
QCC students but also faculty and alumni are more
than welcome to participate. The only requirements
for submitting your work is that you are or have
once been a part of Queensborough, you are over
the age of 18 and the work you submit is original. If
musicians want to submit their music but do not
have any recorded to do so, they can go to the acad-
emic computing center and record there as long as
at least one member is a student at Queensborough.
Not only are you able to submit your work, but also
you can comment on anyone else’s work or get
feedback on your own work from fellow peers or
faculty. Additional information is available at the
website itself, along with the current issue.
Eventually, it should have its own link on the col-
lege website, located on the right hand side of the
QCC homepage under the ‘ABOUT US’ section, in
the publications segment. This will make it much
more convenient to visit this new addition to
Queensborough Community College.

Queenszine Online:
QCC Magazine Features Original Talent

BY MEGHAN BONACASA

QCC Parents
Discover Quality

Childcare 
BY MONICA HERNANDEZ

Head Start opened one of their centers in 1988
at Queensborough Community College Campus to
help parents with their financial status and their
children’s care. Head Start is a non-profit organi-
zation that cares for children while their parents
attain their goal of going to school. The organiza-
tion was started in 1965 and is sponsored by South
Jamaica Center for Children and Parents Inc. Head
Start is now nationwide and has over 250 centers
in New York City alone.  

Originally, the center at Queensborough
Community College was started for the neighbor-
hood, but today, it specifically serves parents who
attend QCC. This facility does not only take care
of children, it also educates them: it has a number
of licensed teachers and assistants who provide a
complete curriculum.  Today, the center takes care
of 42 children who range from 3-5 years of age.

Head Start has many other things to offer.
The teachers and assistants keep a safe environ-
ment for children and offer emotional support for
them and their parents.  Head Start helps children
and families access high quality, free health ser-
vices in their own community.  Children are
screened by a professional and have access to reg-
ular medical care, including check-ups. The NRS
(National Reporting System), under the Bush
Administration, requires that children get an extra
assessment two times a year as part of the “No
Child Left behind Program.”

Head Start offers children with physical,
developmental and behavioral disabilities addi-
tional help with the goal of correcting problems
before kindergarten. Nutrition is also very impor-
tant: Breakfast and lunch is cooked for them daily.
Children are taught to wash their hands before
meals and brush their teeth every day, so these and
other habits become part of their routine at an
early age. Family assistant, Francisca Balnarine
says, “They learn how to be independent.”

Head Start does not run itself: it requires the
coordinated effort of many hard working people.
The Health Department comes and checks the
children’s files including the medical records and
immunizations.  Additionally, the CACFP (Child
and Adult Care Food Program) inspects the quality
and quantity of nutrition. Emotional support is
important for both children and parents.  The cen-
ter gives the children reinforcement and a friendly
atmosphere. A home visit is requested before chil-
dren enter the program and two home visits are
requested every year once they enter the program. 

Parents also are given emotional support.
Director of Education, Cynthia Clendenin said,
“They never have anytime to express how they
feel so, if they have a problem we are here to
help.” Head Start also refers parents to any family
service as needed.

Head Start offers many programs that benefit
the larger community. Parents and senior citizens
are invited to join in the celebration of special
events. The multi-cultural event is one of the occa-
sions were kids and adult come dressed up with
different costumes from their home countries; dif-
ferent foods are also served so that children are
given the opportunity to experience different cul-
tures.  A men’s group is also sponsored for fathers
or all figures to get them more involved with their
children’s education. Head Start is truly at the ser-
vice of the larger community.

Head Start has helped many children in life.
One of the greatest rewards for parents is seeing
their children ready by the time they leave.
Marcelana Stewart a parent and student of QCC
said, “Head Start is the best thing I ever did for
Kevin,” and in reality every child deserves a Head
Start.

Those who come to Queensborough either
just for a semester or for their two year Associates
program are already considering continuing their
education at a senior college. Some might dread
the thought of relocating to a new school. The
hassle, the paper work, the deadlines, but the truth
of the matter is  that there are a number of
resources available to students who are willing to
seek out help and information.

Students who plan on transferring should
visit the Academic Advisement Center located in
Room 413 in the Library Building. There they can
obtain counseling and plan their academic career
at QCC, so when they transfer, they maximize
their time and money because their intended
school accepts all earned credits. Academic
Advisement can be reached at 718-631-6329 and
more information can be found on the web at
www.qcc.cuny.edu/Advisement/

Beyond Academic Advisement at QQC, stu-
dents can also speak to Dr. Martin Jacobs, the
transfer counselor located in Room 428 in the
Library. Dr. Jacobs can help students in exploring
appropriate alternatives for continuing their edu-
cation at another school. There students can
receive important advice as to what colleges
would be best for them to continue their education
and the requirement and tools to make their plans
reality. Students can also pick up copies of the
official CUNY admission guide and transfer
application. The Office of Student Counseling can
be reached at 718-631-6370 and more information
can be found on the web at
www.qcc.cuny.edu/counseling.

An important day for students interested in
transferring is Transfer Day which takes place in
the Student Union Building. Over 60 public and
private colleges are represented with information
available concerning degree programs, transfer-
ring and financial aid.

Another important source of information for
students considering a transfer between CUNYs is
the transfer information and program planning
system (TIPPS) located on the web at
WWW.TIPPS.CUNY.EDU. Students can also
find out important information such as what cred-
its the other CUNYs will accept, course equiva-
lences and transfer policies.

Another important facet of the transfer
process is being aware of application deadlines
and turning in official documents as soon as pos-
sible.  Most CUNYs need applications for fall
transfers by the start of March, and schools need
the application for spring by at least August.

Colleges also need an officially sealed col-
lege transcript which can be obtained in the
Bursar’s office for four dollars; the fee is waived
if the transcript is being sent to another CUNY
school. Applications also require official tran-
scripts from any other colleges that students have
received credits from.

The transfer process is simple. Students have
a wealth of information and counseling available
on campus and on the internet. The only thing a
student needs to do is to free the time they need to
plan and work on their transfer and assure the
process goes smoothly and that it works out for
the best.

Tranferring Process Simplified at QCC
BY STEPHEN CHOU
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QCC Produces Julius Caesar
BY KOYA BRAGG

A recent production at Queensborough Community College paid homage
to a Shakespearean play.

Julius Caesar, performed at QCC on March 11, was a modern-dress
Shakespeare play —  a timeless and true story. The play is about the death of
Julius Caesar. 

The production was directed by Michelle Cuomo, who chose the play
because, “It’s well read and I think it will be an educational experience.” She
also said, “even if this play is classic, there are a lot of themes surrounding the
plot such as revenge, love, and patriotism.” The role of Julius Caesar was
played by Paul Robilotto, who described his character as “challenging,” but
added that many people can relate to his personality. 

QCC put an interesting twist on the play, as roles were reversed.  Two
women played the roles of men: Casca was played by Carla Bosnjak, who
described her character having a lot of depth, very sarcastic, blunt, and dry.
Natalie Rodriguez played the dual roles of Cinna Conspirator/Citizen 8, and
she described her character as a follower of Brutus. 

Other performers included Decius Brutus, played by Carlos Alvarez, who
described his character as being laid back. Metelus Cimber (Mathew Wood)
looked for revenge, Cassius (Kane Chiang) was evil and the mastermind who
influenced others to kill Caesar.  Trebonius, played by Philip Weeks, was a
character who followed others, just like the role performed by Rodriguez. 

This cast prepared assiduously and all its members dedicated themselves
to transforming into the characters in the play. They researched and read the
play in class, and they also worked with diction and voice projection to ensure
that they would sound their best. I can truly say I enjoyed every minute of it.
I would like to congratulate the cast of Julius Caesar for performing a wonder-
ful production.  

QCC Student
Performance Shapes Up

BY MEGHAN BONACASA

On the week of February 16th the play, The Shape of Things, was going
to be performed, but luckily for those who either did not know about it or
those who could not make it, it has been postponed till one of the last weeks
of May. The exact date is yet to be officially announced. That’s right; you
have a second chance to see it. 

For those who haven’t heard about this upcoming play it’s about an artist
who uses the power of suggestion to “mold” a human statue. The recent grad-
uate of Queensborough, Beata Bailey, is directing the upcoming performance
with a small cast of four actors. Delilah Gomez plays the artist, Mathew
Woods plays the low self esteemed young man, and Melinda Aniolek and
Kane Chiange who both play his friends.

Coincidently, all four of these stars are also going to be in the upcoming
performance of Julius Caesar, with an opening date of March 11 and six per-
formances.  With double the rehearsal time, double the amount of lines to
remember and half the time to do so, these four actors are showing their true
colors of ambition.

“I feel that today people aren’t that theater savvy anymore, and to see a
live performance today is a fun and unique experience. Plus this particular
play has a lot of different aspects that people can relate to or say that they
themselves have gone through something similar, for example there is infi-
delity, finding yourself in society, how you see or how others see or judge
you from the outside appearance, friendships, etc.” explains Melinda
Aniolek.

Whether or not The Shape of Things is a comedy, dark comedy, or a
drama would be up to you to decide, as for the stars themselves, they can’t
seem to agree. One thing they can agree on is, “It’s very different, it has a
very unique story and some things that are said and done in the show will
shock you,” stated Mathew Woods.

The play will be taking place in the Shadow Box Theater rather than in
the Humanities Building Theater. Tickets can be purchased either at the box
office in the library or at the actual Shadow Box Theater.

Time Management 
Pays Off

BY LA U R A MO S S
For college students managing school, homework, holding down a job, and

oh yes, having a life can become overwhelming. Time management can play the
most important role in being able to accomplish these tasks all at once.

There is a huge pressure that is placed upon college students to succeed and
eventually fulfill their future career. Dr. Victor J. Defazio, a counselor at
Queensborough Community College, suggests that students should always think
about the pay off. College graduates earn millions over a few years compared to
those who are not graduates. “If money and recreation time is not available
now, think of the recreation time you will be able to afford once college is com-
plete,” states Dr. Defazio.

On average, college students spend anywhere from approximately 18 hours
in the classroom per week and are given at least one to two hours of homework
for each class. Most students work at 20-40 hours per week as well. A c c o r d i n g
to a study done on time management, 20 hours of work per week affect a grade
average and full time has a bigger affect and a higher drop out rate.

Also consider the competition. City University’s students in the end will be
competing for jobs with private school students who do not have to work. T h e y
have the privilege of just studying all the time and not having to worry about
anything else. One student here, Christian Vega stated, “I wish that I just had
time to lie down.” Well here’s one thing to think about. School is only open 28
weeks a year. January, June, July and August are free months not including hol-
idays and spring break. 

Let’s face it. Most students need to work to pay for school, books, travel
expenses, families and other needs and wants. So what can be done if your life
style and college coincide? What can you do to manage your time and arrange
for that long awaited haircut or manicure? What about that car wash that was
needed two snowstorms ago? Well, here are a few tips that might be helpful:
1. Don’t Procrastinate!!! It can be your biggest enemy. Putting off what needs

to be done actually adds more stress. Dwell on success, not failure. Motivate
yourself to study. 

2. Drink water. Water helps the body stay rejuvenated.
3. Don’t sleep past 7 hours. Anything more will make you feel more tired and

studies show that over 7 hours sleep increases mortality and disease rate by
50%. 

4. Set priorities. 
5. Get a schedule book. QCC hands them out for free at the beginning of the

semesters. 
6. Having your friends or partner help you with your work doubles as quality

time and you get your work done. 
7. Study in small blocks instead of long time periods. You tend to accomplish

more by breaking ten minutes in between than studying 2-3 hrs. straight. 
8. Always plan ahead.
9. Set realistic goals.

New York, the home of Queensborough, is the city that never sleeps, or is it
because it never has the time to. Always remember to live for yourself because
in the end you will be the one receiving the biggest pay off. Life is controlled
by the time you have so use it wisely.
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The New York Knicks started the 2004-2005
season with high hopes of winning an NBA cham-
p i o n s h i p . They had coach Lenny Wilkens back
from the previous season and an explosive new
guard from the Chicago Bulls, Jamal Crawford.
With Crawford, who averaged 17.3 points per
game last season with the Bulls, the Knicks were
supposed to be a better team. As of a week
before All-Star weekend, the Knicks were in last
place in the Atlantic division and were not even in
the playoff race.

What happened to the Knicks can only be
explained by a series of events and decisions.
New York started the ’04-‘05 season as the No. 1
team in the Atlantic division. With a record of
16-13, the Knicks looked as if they would be
tough contenders. The Knicks then went on a
four-game losing streak, leading to a 16-17 record
as of January 8. They ended that streak by
defeating the Portland Trail Blazers, but then went
on another losing streak – this time, however, it
lasted seven games.

After a heart-breaking, one-point loss to the
Houston Rockets at the buzzer during that streak,
Coach Lenny Wilkens announced his resignation
as head coach and the team ended up in the hands
of Assistant Coach Herb Williams. The team
ended that long losing steak with a win against the
Cleveland Cavaliers, without Cavs superstar
LeBron James, and then went on another laugh-

able five-game losing streak. You might notice a
pattern of Knicks’ losing streaks.  

What the Knicks need to do is play hard
through the whole game. The Knicks have a
habit of playing basketball for three quarters of
the game and not playing up to their potential in
the final quarter. They’ve lost 11 games by five or
fewer points, which should send a message to the
Knicks to play hard the whole game.

The Knicks definitely have talent, but are not
achieving their potential. With point guard
Stephon Marbury and Jamal Crawford at his side,
the Knicks should be a good team. It’s no ques-
tion that Stephon Marbury is doing his job. H e
leads the team in scoring with 21.5 points per
game and Crawford is second with 18.3 points per
game. The big players are definitely doing their
parts, but need help from the rest of the team.
The Knicks’ big men Kurt Thomas and Nazr
Mohammed are both averaging just under 12
points per game, the Knicks need more scoring
help from them. Rumors speculate that Thomas
and Marbury do not get along off the court, but
when they are on the court, they must put their
differences to the side for their team to succeed.
With one game left before the mid-season break,
the Knicks had a 20-32 record. The team needs
to finish the season strong if it has any hope of
making the playoffs.

Sources: NBA.com, Newsday

Knicks Slack Off, Drop Back
Slumping New York Knicks Fall to Last Place in Atlantic Division

BY ROBERT ALEXIS

Jets Come Close,
But Fail to Make

Super Bowl
BY DWAYNE JOHNSON

Within the last three years the Jets have twice
come so close to going to the Super Bowl but
have failed. Who should the fans blame it on, the
coaches or the players? Many Jets fans believe
that they should blame it on the players and not
the coaches. For example, in January 2003 after
playing the best season that they have played, the
Jets went to Oakland with a chance to win the
game and move onto the championship game, but
they failed.

It wasn’t because of bad coaching or because
of injures, but because of two bad decisions that
Jets quarterback Chad Pennington made in the last
four minutes of the game which caused the Jets to
lose it. The first bad decision that the Jets’ star
quarterback made was to take a sack instead of
throwing the ball away, which forced the Jets out
of field goal range and forced them to punt.  Then,
with a chance to win the game, the Jets quarter-
back threw a crucial interception in the last
minute, which sealed the loss for the Jets and the
victory for the Oakland Raiders. 

It was like a dagger to the hearts of many Jets
fans who have been waiting so long to see their
team go to the Super Bowl and win a champi-
onship, but it was not to be in the 2003 season
because of the two crucial mistakes by the Jets
quarterback.

The following season, 2004, was a disaster
for the Jets and their fans. The Jets did not even
make it to the playoffs and their season was a dis-
appointment, with the Jets going 5-11. Plagued by
injuries and needing a new defensive coach, the
Jets looked to make their 2004-2005 season a
much better one. They went and got a new defen-
sive coach in Danny Henderson, who transformed
the Jets’ defensive unit along with rookie line-
backer Jonathan Vilma. The Jets started the sea-
son with a bang, going 5-0 at the start, creating
franchise history, and being one of just four teams
in the NFL that were unbeaten after five games.

Jets fans finally had something to cheer about
after a disappointing season the year before, as
their hope for a championship this season was
looking bright.

After a successful season, the Jets made it to
the playoffs for the second time in three years and
their hope of making the Super Bowl looked
bright, but once again, the Jets failed to go all the
way.

After playing in two consecutive overtime
games, the Jets were determined to go to
Pittsburgh and beat the Steelers, something that
they were not able to do earlier in the season or in
their previous 13 games at Heinz Field in
Pittsburgh.  This time, it seemed possible. After
playing the game of their lives, the Jets had a
chance to win the game and move on to the cham-
pionship, but once again they failed.

In the last two minutes of the game, Jets kick-
er Doug Brien missed two field goals which
would have given the Jets the win. He missed one
from 38 yards and another from 43 yards, forcing
the game into overtime, where the Jets went on to
lose. It was a heartbroken loss for Jets fans who
believe that their team could have gone all the
way, but it must have been even more difficult for
the players who played their hearts out.

Can we say that there is some kind of a spell
on the Jets team?  Why can they not win a cham-
pionship? Maybe there is a spell, or maybe the
Jets players just can’t come up with that big win
when it matters most.

Queensborough Community College
The City University of New York

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, New York 11364-1497

Department of Health, Physical Education and Dance
Robert F. Kennedy Hall • Office – Room G216 • Tel. 718-631-6322 • Fax. 718-631-6333

Queensborough Community College Academic All Region & CUNY Athletic Conference
Scholar Athlete Nominations (Fall 2004 & Winter 2005).

Region XV Requirements: 12 Credits 3.25 Cumulative GPA
CUNY Athletic Conference Requirements: 12 Credits 3.20 Cumulative GPA

Kijana Kerr 3.4 GPA Men’s Soccer
Anthony Small 3.8 GPA Men’s Soccer

Jennifer Gillette 3.23 GPA Women’s Volleyball (CUNY)
Mekia Henry 3.8 GPA Women’s Volleyball
Sabrina Song 3.3 GPA Women’s Volleyball

Shonda Brinson 3.4 GPA Women’s Indoor Track 
Lorena Gomez - Blum 3.28 GPA Women’s Cross Country & Indoor Track
Asma Khetani 3.7 GPA Women’s Cross Country 
Stacy Mohammed 3.4 GPA Women’s Cross Country & Indoor Track
Gbemisola Ogun 3.7 GPA Women’s Indoor Track
Renato Compres 3.4 GPA Men’s Cross Country & Indoor Track 

Jennifer Duarte 3.6 GPA Women’s Swimming
Natalia Hincapie 3.9 GPA Women’s Swimming
Emilie Weynberg 3.7 GPA Women’s Swimming
Hu Bing 3.7 GPA Men’s Swimming
Arthur Fu 3.5 GPA Men’s Swimming

Fabrizzio Leroy 3.7 GPA Men’s Basketball

Yahaira Bernal 4.0 GPA Women’s Basketball
Kandyce Gunning 3.3 GPA Women’s Basketball
Billie Borgolte 3.4 GPA Women’s Basketball

* Spring Sports (Men’s Baseball, Women’s Softball & Men’s & Women’s Outdoor Track) not
included.

SPORTS
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Super Bowl XXXIX
Patriots Win, Fans Lose

BY CHRIS CAMERON

Take G–Rated ads, an oldies’ pop singer, and over a billion viewers
worldwide and what do you get?  The Super Bowl.  Oh, let’s not forget that
there’s some football played, too.  The Super Bowl has become more than just
a game, it’s become a national holiday, and surprisingly, football is not the
main event.  Commercials, pre-game shows, and the infamous halftime show
are what this event is all about.

Commercials are usually the time for a bathroom break, or beer run, but
during the Super Bowl, if you leave your couch, you risk missing the big com-
mercial of the year.  For a cost of 2.4 million for just 30 seconds of airtime,
the top companies in America tantalize the entire country with their products.

This year, there were 58 commercial spots this year, and the products
offered ranged from tobasco sauce to Cialis, all battling for the right to be
thought of as the best Super Bowl ad.  And the winner is?  Nobody knows.
After last year’s “wardrobe malfunction” advertisers as well as the network
were careful not to offend anyone this time around.  The viewers were the
ones who got the short end of the stick.

Ads from Pepsi, Ford, The Best Damn Sports Show Period, and
GoDaddy.com were rejected due to improper content.  GoDaddy.com even
had an ad pulled that was supposed to air during the last two minutes of the
game because of the first ad GoDaddy.com aired earlier.  GoDaddy.com went
where other companies wouldn’t and was the only advertiser to fully reap the
benefits of a 2.4 million dollar commercial.  They were the name that nobody
knew before the game but the one that everyone knew and talked about after
the game.  

The ad contained a corpulent woman at a Senate hearing pleading to be
on a commercial for GoDaddy.com.  Her shirt strap then breaks, to the dismay
of those present at the hearing.  This parody of the censorship fiasco of last
year pushed the envelope in a year when few even dared. 

The reason the ad was seen as racy and provocative was because of the
circumstances of the occasion.  The most-talked-about topic with respect to
Super Bowl ads was the fear of last year’s slip into obscenity.  But where
other advertisers went wholesome and fun, GoDaddy.com did just the oppo-
site and wrote itself into the Super Bowl ad history books. 

New England Patriots
Dynasty

BY MICHEL NICOLAS

At a time of great competition, the New England Patriots have estab-
lished themselves as a dynasty.  They do not have to say it themselves --
their accomplishment in the NFL speaks for itself, and their accomplish-
ments go down in the NFL history books.

On February 6, the New England Patriots made history by defeating the
Philadelphia Eagles by the score of 24-21.  Those who doubted that the New
England Patriots are not a dynasty can now say at the very least that they are
challenging history.  The win over the Philadelphia Eagles was New
England’s ninth straight postseason win, tying with Vince Lombardi’s Green
Bay Packers as the most successful team in playoff history.  Ironically, the
team received the trophy named for Lombardi.  This year’s Super Bowl
game was Coach Bill Belichick’s tenth playoff victory in 11 games, which is
one better than the great Lombardi.  The team’s win also matches the Dallas
Cowboys’ run in the early 1990s, a team that also won three Super Bowls in
four years.  

Some may argue that the New England Patriots haven’t earned the right
for others to call them a dynasty yet.  But, let’s face it; they have accom-
plished a lot in the past four years.  Let’s run down what they have accom-
plished: they won two straight Super Bowl titles and competed in their Super
Bowl in four years.  Other great players who are retired, in the Hall of Fame,
and even those still playing think the New England Patriots have definitely
earned the name “dynasty.”  Former Dallas Cowboys quarterback Troy
Aikman said that the Patriots are a much better team than his successful
Cowboys from a decade ago and back then the Cowboys were the only team
that had ever won three Super Bowls in four years.

No matter what you say, the Patriots are a great team.  They have the
best coach, defensive and offensive coordinators, coaching staff, and most
importantly they have a group of great players.  To be a true champion you
have to be able to win even when you don’t have your best performance and
that’s exactly what the Patriots have been doing in the Super Bowls.  Their
first Super Bowl was against the defending champions St. Louis Rams; they
beat them on the last play of the game.  They beat the Carolina Panthers on
the last play.  And this year they defeated a great Eagles team by three
points.  That’s why they are champions -- because they are able to win big
games even if they didn’t bring their “A” game.  That’s why they’re great.

Just weeks after the NBA’s All-Star game,
and almost two years after being accused of sexu-
ally assaulting an Eagle, Colorado teenager, it
appears that the once Teflon image of Los Angles
Lakers superstar Kobe Bryant has been perma-
nently tarnished. This brilliant young superstar,
who drew comparisons to the great Michael
Jordan, and in many cases was dubbed the heir
apparent to Jordan by many sports analysts, seems
to now be on the verge of becoming the heir
apparent to O.J. Simpson. Like the Simpson case,
the alleged victim was a Caucasian female; this
astonishing similarity seemed to divide the nation
across racial lines much like the Simpson case.

Following the NBA’s post season, Kobe
Bryant checked into a Vail, Colorado, clinic for
knee surgery. While in Colorado, authorities
claimed that Bryant sexually assaulted a Colorado
teenager on June 30, 2003 at the Gate Lodge and
Spa in nearby Edwards. The alleged victim in the
case claimed that Bryant, who was 24 at the time,
forced her to have sex with him.

Bryant has always maintained his innocence,
and fully cooperated with the authorities and
everyone involved with the case. Eventually the
case against Bryant was dropped after the prose-
cutor claimed that the alleged victim decided not
to pursue the case any further, but the damage to
Bryant’s career was already done. 

Sports and marketing experts predicted that
the case would be a permanent blow to Bryant’s
image — but to what magnitude no one knew.
Like Simpson, before the start of the trial, major

companies who once sup-
ported Bryant pulled the
plug on commercials fea-
turing the superstar.
Nutella chocolate spread
began phasing out
endorsements from Bryant.

Just before the alleged
assault, Bryant and fellow
NBA superstar LeBron
James both signed multi-
million-dollar contracts

with Nike. As the Bryant case preceded, Nike said
its deal with Bryant remained in place; however,
commercials featuring a younger, less-experi-
enced, James are shown daily while Bryant is left
in the dark.

Coca-Cola company spokesman Scott
Williamson said Bryant has been under contract
with Sprite since 1997 and remains under contract
until 2005, yet since the alleged assault we have
yet to see Bryant in a Sprite commercial.

Many other past business associates have
decided to stop airing commercials featuring
Bryant. This is reminiscent of Hertz’s decision to
permanently and immediately cancel commercials
featuring O.J. Simpson, as being associated with
an accused killer would hurt business more than
help. 

Not only did major companies such as
McDonald’s stop airing commercials featuring
Bryant, the once very-marketable Bryant, whose
squeaky-clean image outside basketball and his

amazing performances on the basketball court
made him irresistible to the public, was also
changing. Like Simpson, it seems as if even
Bryant’s peers are turning their backs.

Before the June 30 incident Bryant was con-
sidered by many as the best player in the game,
but since the incident he is barely mentioned in
the argument of who the best player is in the
league. Similarly, O.J. Simpson, who was the first
running back in NFL history to run for 1,000
yards in a season, is no longer mentioned in the
argument of who is the best player in his day. Like
Bryant, Simpson was considered to be one of the
best at his sport, but since the trial in which he
was found innocent; Simpson’s name is barely
mentioned amongst the best running backs ever.

Like Simpson, Bryant may never be able to
repair his once Teflon image, but unlike Simpson,
he refuses to shy away from the camera. Bryant
continues to be a very dominant player in the
league. Despite his troubles off the court, Bryant
signed a multi-million-dollar deal with the Los
Angeles Lakers this past spring. He forced the Los
Angeles Lakers to send Shaquile O’Neal, who is
considered to be the most dominant player ever by
many analysts, packing, and also got Coach Phil
Jackson fired. 

His basketball jersey still ranks as one of the
top ten sellers among active players, and Laker
games are still selling out. Throughout his ordeal,
Bryant still remains poised, professional as if
nothing ever happened, and maybe that’s because
nothing did.           

Kobe Bryant Mirrors O.J. Simpson’s Tarnished
Sports Image

BY RODNEY NICHOLLS

SPORTS


