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The labor market has been one of the weakest
aspects of the U.S. economy since World War II
and is expected to get worse after the Christmas
holidays. Since September 11, 2001, the New
York labor market has been in a debacle due to the
millions of job cuts the economy suffered because
of the 9/11 attack. The labor market has been on a
steady decline ever since and more jobs are being
cut to maintain the economy. 

Since a lot of our businesses have relocated to
other states and areas within New York, where
their business is much likely to evade another
attack, many New Yorkers have found themselves
out of a job and in the unemployment line. It
would take a total of 15,000new jobs to match the
average growth of the labor force. 

With Christmas just a few weeks away, many
are expecting that the holiday will bring in some
“good cheer” and that the labor force will be bet-
ter. But with the New Year fastly approaching,
and the labor market still not looking up, we can
expect that the economy is going to deteriorate
and more people will be joining the unemploy-
ment line.

With the Christmas season being one of the
busiest for the job market, there is a possibility
that more jobs will become available to the public,
but what if it doesn’t? We can expect that after the
New Year many individuals will be out of a job,
as most companies only hire for the holiday sea-
son and lay off after the first week of January. We
cannot blame them, as there is no way they can
afford to employ so many people with their stocks
falling and the economy is not stabilized enough
to provide the kind of revenue that they would
need to keep their businesses and their employees
afloat. 

More than 2 million people in New York City
have been out of work for 27 weeks or longer,
which is the highest level in more than a decade.
So what will the New Year bring? Will it be a year
of unemployment and increasing request for
unemployment benefits?

The Labor Department has reported that
“365,00 people filed new claims for unemploy-
ment benefits in the week ended November 29,
compared with a revised reading of 354,00 in the
prior week.” It is believed that the holiday season

has been contributed to the decreasing numbers of
individuals filing for unemployment benefits.
Economist hope that “as the economy gathers
steam, the labor market will continue to improve.”
With such bad numbers and statements from econ-
omists, it is evident that the labor market will
probably be like this for a while.

Unfortunately, many retailers and other busi-
ness have been complaining that since the holiday
season began, that they have seen little or no
change in the labor force or the economy, and
their cash flow is limited and prevents them from
hiring. This is turn is taking millions of dollars
from the Labor Department, as more people are
filing for unemployment.

With the hopes that the labor force will
improve for the new fiscal year, less people will
be in the unemployment line and more discour-
aged workers will flood into the labor force. This
will mean that new jobs will be created and hopes
that this will help repair and increase the growth in
our labor force.

Unemployment After the Holidays?
BY DAHLIA FOLKES

The Queensborough Student Government,
like other democratic governments, gives voice to
its constituents, in this case students, especially in
the areas of academic, cultural and social welfare.
But, like other governments, it is a voice that can
be softened by apathy—officials say some elec-
tive posts often go vacant and must be filled by
appointment.

The Queensborough Student Association
(QSA), as the student government is known, is led
by its executive board, which consists of a presi-
dent, executive vice president, administrative vice
president, programming vice president, vice presi-
dent for evening students, vice president for part-

time student and treasurer.  Non-voting members
of the board include the president pro-tempore,
parliamentarian and executive secretary.

According to the student affairs web site, the
QSA has “primary responsibility for student
events.  It coordinates programs, participates in
shaping policies and student regulations, charters
new organizations, and recommends the alloca-
tions of student activities fees.”

Student government is structured to try to
provide genuine representation for all students—
day, night, and part-time.  In fact, the night stu-
dents have their own government entity—the
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What is Student Government?
BY MICHELLE PRENDERGAST & JONATHAN L. PEREZ

(continued on page 3)
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Plastered across the front covers of several
newspaper and magazine covers were headlines of
the nude photos of Jessica Lynch. This appeared
after the POW of the Iraq war was highly publi-
cized as an American Hero. Jessica Lynch is not
alone for many of our celebrities and politicians
have faced the problem of falling from grace. 

Baseball, they say, is America’s favorite pas-
time. I beg to disagree, for it has been proven time
and again that America’s favorite pastime is to
raise up, then destroy heroes.  Why is that? Could
it be because it makes us feel better about our-
selves to see that our role models and idols are just
ordinary people, who make mistakes? 

What is the ironic thing about that is we are
the one who create a lot of our heroes and icons,
and we are the ones who placed them on these pre-
carious pedestals. Rarely do they tell us that they

are god-like creatures to be worshipped. Yet, as
we worship and adore them we wait for all their
flaws to show. No matter how basic their mistakes
we ridicule and demonize them as if what they did
wasn’t something that happened to your neighbor
last week or even to your families.

There is no doubt that there are some weird
celebrities out there whose actions are out of our
reality. But weren’t they weird when you built that
pedestal and placed them on there and made them
idols and role models for our kids? Instead should
we not be our kids idols, and find our own role
models from the influential people in our lives.
Analysts and psychiatrists may be asking for years
to come, but we may never find a definite answer
as to why such interest and delight is taken from
seeing people fall from grace, especially when
most of the time we lift them to their height.  

Toppled Pedestals
By Tamayo Angel
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Evening Students Government, which its web
page says is “completely independent of the day
student government and has its own elected offi-
cers and committees.”  

Despite their different constuencies, the Day
and Night student governments share similar
goals: to provide student support programs and
services, understand the culturally diverse student
body, and encourage students to develop to their

full potential, preparing them for transfer to four-
year institutions or the working world.”

To accomplish these goals, according to the
Student Affairs web page, the QSA coordinates
programs of student activities, stimulating interest
in development of educational, cultural and recre-
ational programs, and generating communication
between students, administration and faculty.

With elections set for late March, campaign-
ing should be in full swing by November.  Though

qualifications can vary depending on student cir-
cumstances, generally speaking candidates for stu-
dent government posts must, among other criteria,
have completed 12 credits with a 2.25 grade point
average and must maintain a 2.0 GPA while in
office.

The Communiqué learned that out of 12 thou-
sand plus students registered at Queensborough,
only 500 to 600 voted last April.  

Are you tired of changing your mobile phone
company without keeping the same number?
Well, cell-phone customers wait no more because
as of November 24th you can now take your phone
numbers with you when you change carriers.  In
stores all across the country, people are eager for
the change in hopes of never again having to deal
with high bills, disconnected calls, bad reception,
and poor customer service.  

George Debolt, 43, of Manhattan, who defect-
ed from T-Mobile told Newsday, “I’ve been wait-
ing for two months to do this.  I’ve had several ser-
vices and no one can keep track of my cell-phone
numbers.  It’s annoying.”

It was on a Monday that experts predicted that
a million to 9 million people would switch cell-
phone carriers on the first day but just tens of thou-
sands switched carriers.  In the New York Post,
Mike O’Brien, vice president of marketing for

Telecommunication Services Inc. said, “The first
day of switching was also a work day, which tends
to be slow time for customers heading to cell-
phone stores.”  Though the big rush was expected
to come the day after Thanksgiving, also known as
Black Friday, a day considered one of the biggest
shopping days of the year. 

Still, on that Monday cell-phone stores were a
lot more busy than normal.  The New York Times,
“Verizon Wireless said that store traffic was twice
to four times normal.  T-Mobile reported that some
of its more than 700 stores had a ‘significant’
increase in activity, and said the number of cells to
its phone lines were up 400 percent.” 

Another rule that went into effect that same
day was the federal portability rule also allowing
people to switch a home number to a cell-phone.  

It’s been a long wait, but now the cell-phone
plan switch is on slowly but surely.  

Student Elections 2004
(continued from page 1)

Hope For Cell-Phone Customers
After All

BY JAMES KONG



4 Queensborough Communiqué, December 2003

Most would think that after paying one of the
highest tuitions for a community school in the
nation, one would get benefits from it, such as
receiving adequate custodial services.  On the con-
trary, it has been discovered that the sanitation sys-
tem and over all custodial operations are in disar-
ray. Have you ever walked into the school bath-
room and frighteningly found disgusting soap of
various unpleasant colors; or even worse, no soap
at all to wash your hands with?  Even when you
are done washing your hands, do you find yourself
unable to dry them because the paper towel rolls
are not in its proper place, or better yet, they are
soaking the dirty water from the floor?  Then,
would you dare to turn to the electric hand dryers,
only to find them inoperative?       

Alumni and faculty were asked what they
thought of the cleanliness in the buildings.  Many
students agreed that some bathrooms are so dis-
gusting that they refuse to use them. Some also say
that the soap is “watered-down” and that it “smells
horrible.”  There have also been complaints about
the conditions of the hallways.  There is a spot by
the vending machines, on the first floor of the
Humanities Building that reeks of urine.  When
asked about this spot, Jennifer, a QCC freshman,
said, “Oh yeah, I have to walk through the side
entrance to avoid the stench.                

One of the morning-shift custodians said,
“The materials aren’t of good quality, second qual-
ity to be exact, and there aren’t enough workers to
handle the job.”

Another custodian mentioned that there is no
communication between custodians and their offi-
cials.  He added, “there are no meetings to discuss

proposals or possible problems. There are only
three custodians for the five floors of the
Humanities Building, and only one custodian is
responsible for the entire floor.                                   

Mr. Roger Grooms, the principal custodial
supervisor, agreed that the population of our col-
lege is rapidly increasing and more custodians are
needed to service the College’s buildings.
According to Mr. Grooms, the difference in perfor-
mance of custodial services can be attributed to
individual work habits. Mr. Grooms claims that
supervisors have mandatory meetings once a week
to discuss potential problems and take proposals.
When asked about custodial responsibilities, Mr.
Grooms mentioned that each morning-shift custo-
dian is responsible to clean 13-14 classrooms
before classes begin, also that bathrooms are to be
cleaned 3-4 times a day.  We further learned that
there are approximately 21 custodians during the
morning-shift (6:00a.m.-2:30p.m.), 16 during the
evening shift (3:30p.m.-11:00p.m.), and none on
the weekends, while classes are in session.   

Both the custodians and Mr. Grooms agree
that there aren't enough workers for such a large
campus.  The hiring of more custodians to keep
our campus clean is the responsibility of the office
of finance and administration. After several
attempts to contact Dr. Diane Call, the VP of the
office of Finance and Administration, no reply was
forth coming.

Getting Personal with a Campus
Clean Up

BY ALEX KHODZHAYEV AND CARA ADAMS

E v e r y o n e
dreams of what
they would like to
be when they grow
up and for years
parents and
guardians have
been telling their
children to go to

college. They tell them it  is the only way to get
that good, high paying job that they dream of.
However, it is now more likely for a graduate to
be in debt for years, entering a working world
with a diploma in debt rather than a B.A. or B.S.  

According to one study, between the 1980/81
to 2001/02 academic years, the average tuition has
more than doubled. This growth happened during
a time when the federal government policies
favored loan aid rather than grants, and fewer stu-
dents are receiving financial aid than years before.
So in order to pay for the high tuition cost, most
students have to turn to student loans such as
PLUS (parents loan for undergraduate students).
Another studied finds that the increase in loans
makes the true decline in aid to students unclear.
It goes on to say that just over half of student
loans are not sponsored, a dramatic change from a
decade ago when the majority of loans were spon-
sored by the federal government. Under the spon-
sored student loan program, the government pays
the interest on the loans until the student gradu-
ates from college (after a grace period) and also
during periods of unemployment. Interest rates
are capped at favorable levels, below the market
rate for personal loans. 

Due to the increase in tuition and the decline
in student aid, students are leaving college with a
great amount of credit card debt. The reason for

this is that college students use their credit cards
for much more than just shopping sprees and par-
tying. They also use them to pay for tuition and
books. A recent study by Nellie Mae, a company
that help students with managing their money,
surveyed students and found that twenty-six per-
cent of students reported that they charged their
education to their credit cards. Nellie Mae also
reported that students owe on average $18,800
and of that $2,200 is because of credit card debt.

Though many students plan to leave with a
college degree, they leave with a little more than
that, they leave with a debt. Even though the col-
lege education has prepared them with the oppor-
tunity to gain a high paying job, it will be a long –
long time before they see the effects of it, and
that’s if they ever do, considering the recent job
market low. Now that the student has left college,
they are now entering the financial world. A
world that is filled with more bills and debts that
ever before and that is added to the debt and bills
of the now finished college life. Students are left
struggling to make minimum payments, on hous-
es, cars, etc. Unless you were a business major or
took a course many college students are not
equipped to deal with money management.
Developing a financial plan, analyzing spending
habits, building a solid credit history, comparison
shopping for credit and checking your credit
report, are ways to keep tabs on your financial sta-
tus. These are things
graduates have to do to
keep afloat, because a
degree in debt may not
be what they want, but
it’s what they always
seem to get.

A Degree in Debt
BY TAMAYO ANGEL
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The financial damage caused by identity theft
is not only mounting, it's exploding at a growth
rate of about 300 percent a year, according to
Aberdeen Group, a Boston-based industry analyst
firm.  Not many people know much about identity
theft or how it can affect you.  It is the fastest
growing crime in the U.S. today.  Last year, there
were 161,819 cases of identity theft reported to the
U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The FTC
also reported that identity fraud complaints were
the most common type of fraud complaints report-
ed by American consumers in 2002, accounting
for 43 percent of all FTC complaints. Nationwide,
identity theft reports nearly doubled last year,
totaling more than 160,00 with losses of more than
$343 million.

What exactly is identity theft? Identity theft is
defined as a crime in which key pieces of data,
which are used to identify someone, are stolen.
Targeted data usually includes social security
numbers, driver’s license numbers, and health and
welfare identifiers. The thief uses the information
to obtain credit, merchandise, and services in the
disguise of the person whose information he/she
has stolen.  

One person (who requested to remain anony-
mous) who was a victim of identity theft, and had
owed close to $100,000 to credit card companies
said,  “I don’t know how they were able to get all
my information, but they somehow got it.  I have
been over seas for the past 4 years due to my job,
and I had to come back here since I was getting
calls that I owed thousands of dollars.”  He said
that they were able to open up false credit cards
under his name, and went on a shopping spree.  “I
try not to use credit cards whenever possible, I try
to pay for everything in cash now.  I only own
very few credit cards, because I don’t want this to
ever happen to me again.”

People often think it’s hard to obtain all this

information needed, when in reality it’s quite sim-
ple.  All a criminal needs to steal your identity are
a few pieces of information.  Your social security
number, birth date, address and home phone num-
ber are basically the key pieces of information that
are needed to steal your identity.  These pieces of
information are also easily obtainable.  You do not
need to lose your wallet or have anything tangible
stolen from you for someone to take your identity.
If you do not shred your confidential information,
utility bills, credit card slips and other documents,
it is easy to go searching through your garbage for
these items. Much of your information is readily
available on the Internet, at courts, and accessible
from public documents. Additionally, if someone
obtains your credit report illegally, they have all
the information necessary to become you.

With it being so easy to steal you personal
information, you might start wondering what can
you do to protect yourself?  The identity theft
help website has posted up some safety tips for
you to help prevent criminals from stealing your
identity.

• Ask stores at which you are applying for
credit how they safeguard credit applica-
tions. Ensure that they are treated as secure
documents. 

• Ask businesses how they store and dispose
of credit card transaction slips. Ensure that
proper safeguards are in place to treat these
documents securely. 

• Never give credit card numbers or other per-
sonal information over the phone unless you
initiate the call. Even if you initiate the call,
ensure that called party is not using a cellu-
lar or other mobile phone. 

• Sign credit cards in permanent ink as soon
as you obtain them. 

• Carry only the credit cards needed for the
current trip. Most people carry all their cred-

it cards with them at all times. 
• Tear up or shred all “pre-approved” credit

card offers before throwing them away.
Trash bags are not secure; nor are dumps.
Thieves can retrieve these documents and
open credit accounts with new addresses. 

• Keep a list or photocopy of all credit
accounts, along with expiration dates and
phone numbers to call in case of theft. Keep
this list in a secure spot at home. 

• When you purchase items with credit,
always take your credit card receipts with
you. Never toss them in a wastebasket. 

• Do not have boxes of new checks delivered
to your home. Arrange to pick them up at
the bank or credit union. 

• Carefully examine each monthly credit card
statement to ensure that every charge accu-
rately matches credit card receipts. 

• Do not write credit card numbers on checks. 
• Do not sign a blank charge slip. Draw a line

through all areas for recording charges
above the total. 

• If you have applied for a new credit card and
it does not arrive, contact the issuer. 

• Avoid giving credit card numbers over the
phone if you are in a public place. Even at
work, others may overhear and use the
information.

By following most of these steps, it will help
reduce the risk of someone stealing your identity.
Even though this may not be full proof, it will
make it harder for would-be criminals to obtain
the information needed in order for them to steal
your identity.  A lot of people are unaware of how
vulnerable they are to this crime.  Hopefully you
will be more precautious, and think twice before
giving out your valuable information.

Identity Theft, It Can Happen To You!
BY JASON M. CHAN

New York – Thousands of patients are being

harmed due to medical errors in the United States

each year. Recent studies show that the number of

reported cases is on the rise and it seems that there

is no control over this issue. 

The institute of Medicine indicates that there

are tens of thousands of deaths every year when

doctors make mistakes at American hospitals. Dr.

Emily Senay, The Early Show medical correspon-

dent explains, "This year’s report details almost

200, 000 medication errors as voluntary and

anonymously in about 500 hospitals and health

care facilities around the country." 

The United States Pharmacopoeia (USP) has

a database that keeps track of errors in prescribing

and giving medication in order to help hospitals

report so to prevent future cases. Thus, many

patients are reporting these mistakes before more

harm is caused. However the study has found that

3,213 mistakes caused patients’ serious injuries,

514 patients needed an extended hospitalization,

47 cases required medical intervention to save a

life, and 20 cases provoked a patient’s death.

Moreover, one third of these medication

errors affect the senior population (over 65 years

old) which means that they are twice more suscep-

tible to get harmed by doctors’ mistakes.

"Mistakes occur for variety of reasons, but lack of

communication between doctors and health care

workers is a common problem. Errors included

giving the wrong medication, the wrong dose and

even medicating the wrong patient," said Senay.

"Two months ago, my grandfather had

received the wrong dosage for his blood pressure.

Consequently, he began to have heart attacks due

to this medication. Now, he is seriously ill and

needs to be operated urgently. Who is to be blame

for these kinds of mistakes? Our family will sue

the hospital for sure," said Marcus Brown, a stu-

dent at Queensborough Community College.

Now the fact is that very few hospitals report

their mistakes; therefore, it is much harder to tell

whether the higher number of cases indicates a

worsening problem or mistakes are reported

because of awareness. Even though the percentage

of affected patients decreased since last year, the

number of reported mistakes has been increasing.

Senay states that, "Health workers are encouraged

to report mistakes anonymously without fear of

punishment, so that dangerous situations can be

corrected instead of being covered up."   

Furthermore, the only way patients can mini-

mize medication errors is by knowing the names

of the medications, the prescribed dosage and the

duration of the treatment. Also, it would be very

important for them to state his or her name before

receiving such medication, and these patients must

ask questions if they are not sure whether they are

receiving the right medication. 

Wrong Medications That Kill
BY YOLI GUADALUPE
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For all commuters that travel on the Belt
Parkway or the Southern State there is a new act
called the Transportation Equality Act-Legacy.
What this means is  there will be more taxes for
everyone. It determines how much funding there
will be nationwide. This applies to mass transit,
bridges and highways. The only problem with this
act is the House of Representatives needs $375
billion over the next six years. Rep. Tim Bishop
said, "If we don’t come up with the money it will
mean projects will have to be put on hold- and we
will not be able to make improvements."

The biggest problem isn’t even the money but
the distribution of this money is a problem. And
how much will this cost you, the driver in the end?
This could mean new taxes on ethanol and higher
tolls. The administration proposal wants each state
to receive a minimum of 90.5 percent return in

transportation  taxes sent to Washington D.C. The
donor stated Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Michigan, Texas and Virginia want a return of 95
percent transportation funding. This will reduce
money from New York, maybe as much as 300
million a year.

Currently, New York gets transportation
funding at a return rate of about 121 percent.
Leslie Maybe, the New York State Department of
Transportation said, "If the federal funding falls
short, our progress will be slower. The fallout
could be as simple as when it is time to do a major
highway construction project- whether it is next
year or three years from now, whether it takes a
year to do it or two." This would tramatically slow
the commuters down causing a lot of anger.

All in all the Transportation Act should
improve the everyday commute for people. It

would repair the Long Island Railroad, it will
improve mass transit to Manhattan, build the New
York Cross Harbor Tunnel and much more. This
would take cars off the Southern State, Northern
State and Long Island Expressway, which is a big
plus.

Where the funding will come from and how
much it will cost is unclear. We will be feeling the
changes when they happen.

Holiday Jobs:
Help Wanted

BY TOMIKA TAYLOR

Roadwork Costs Commuters
Higher Taxes

BY BILLY PATTI

Many of us are looking forward to the last day
of classes. Some of us will be away visiting fami-
lies, and others will just stay at home to relax. But
what do many of us do when we come back from
visiting family members for Christmas? Some of
us will either be home or out trying to make some
extra money for the holidays. If you notice when
you walk into a mall,  you see "help wanted" signs
in the windows of retailers. Stores like T.J. Maxx,
Macy's and other places are now hiring for just the
season. For some of us that is good especially if
you just want to work for the season, then that's
the job you look for.

In some cases students want a permanent job
and 9 out of 10 jobs usually keep the worker if
everything is working out well. If you aren't a
retail person, temp agencies are a good way to go.

You can find temp agencies in the yellow pages or
sometimes in your local newspaper (depending on
where you live) classified ads. Even in schools
you find posters up for part-time jobs, but usually
they are door-to-door sales and if you enjoy the
challenge, then go for it.

For those graduating in May, internships are
the way to go. Many businesses are looking for
interns right now, so you can either go to the
career counselor or you can even check it out on-
line. When looking for these jobs, make sure your
resume is up to par and if you are filling out appli-
cations, keep them nice and neat. Many of us tend
to fold the application or if we make a mistake
scratch the mistake out, leaving practically a hole
in the paper. Use either correction fluid or put a
line through the mistake. Also dress to impress,

even if you don't have an interview always look
your best when taking the application back to the
store. Managers look at your experience as well as
your appearance, so make sure you look your best.

Finally, to everyone I hope you have a safe
holiday whatever you may do and have a wonder-
ful new year.
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In today’s society where most celebrities are looked upon as godlike fig-
ures, it is impossible to think of them not getting preferential treatment. With
the latest news of a Michael Jackson being charged with child molestation,
and R. Kelly, who was charged with child pornography, many wonder if our
justice system is capable of judging these individuals without being influ-
enced by their status?

In the past, many celebrities have been in run-ins with the law and just
got a slap on the wrist, either paying fines or doing community service.
Although financial gain is some of the more prevalent reasons why these
individuals are accused, it is believed that celebrities like Michael Jackson
and R. Kelly normally don’t do the time for the crime. But in order for them
to be prosecuted, there has to be substantial evidence that link them to the
crimes. In the case of Michael Jackson being charged with child molestation
of a 14-year-old cancer stricken boy, it is a matter of whether or not he did it
or he is being vindicated because of his social standings, or his popularity
with kids. He was allowed to turn himself, and not be hunted as a person
charged with a serious crime. Many believed that because he’s Michael
Jackson, the famed superstar, he was treated differently than they would any
normal citizen.

Credibility is another thing that is being looked at in dealing with this
case against Michael Jackson. Many ask, what is his motive for molesting a
14-year-old boy? Truth, we might never know what his reasons are, but there
are many speculations. For the teen accuser, many think that his parents are
after money. In an article written on the Michael Jackson scandal by CBS
News, it is reported that “in November of 2001, J.C. Penney Co. paid the
accusers family $137,500 to settle a lawsuit alleging security guards beat the
boy, his mother and his brother in a parking lot after the boy left the store
carrying clothes that hadn’t been paid for, court records show.” There are
other legal problems surrounding this family of the accused, so what are
their motives or do they even have one? Was this child really molested or is
it just another way of bashing Michael Jackson? This we might never know,
but can only hope that he’ll get a fair judgment and not judged by his
celebrity status as many think that will eventually happened.

R. Kelly, who is now being compared to Michael Jackson because of
the numerous indictments against him for child pornography, many, includ-
ing myself wonder if he’ll get a fair and impartial trial. With mounting evi-
dence against him, R. Kelly is being judged by many for his past history
with young girls, who are flabbergasted by his superstardom. With alleged
videotapes with his promiscuity with these young girl, one have to wonder if
he will ever be convicted or be slapped with a probation, or community ser-
vice, as is normally the case with most celebrities. Many already predict him
walking away from this mess, after being slapped with a 21-count indictment
for possession of child pornography, a judge gave him permission to do lim-
ited tour.

With what seem to be preferential treatment of these celebrities, we can
only believe in our justice system, and hope that these individuals will get
and fair and impartial trial and not treated differently because of their
celebrity status.

Do Celebrities Get
Preferential Treatment?

BY DAHLIA FOLKES

JOIN 
THE 

NEWSPAPER
STAFF

Call Prof. Reesman at 

718-631-6302

We need: 

• REPORTERS 

• REVIEWERS

• ARTISTS 

• PHOTOGRAPHERS
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With the holiday season upon us, most people are preoccu-
pied with the details of holiday planning and shopping.
Unfortunately, the safety precautions we normally take can be
forgotten as the excitement of the season causes us to let our
guard down.  The NYPD wants this to be a SAFE holiday sea-
son for all, so we remind you to follow these safety tips.  Enjoy
the City and the Season!

• Be alert and aware of your surroundings at all times.
Criminals often target people who are distracted. 

• Whether driving, walking or taking public transportation, plan the trip
in advance.  Know how to get to your destination by the most direct and
safest route.

• Travel on populated, well lit streets.  If possible, travel with a friend.
• Remind children to be wary of strangers.
• When driving, keep your doors locked and the windows closed.  Make

sure the gas tank is full.  Maintain your car in good working order to avoid
breakdowns.

• If possible, stay in designated waiting areas or in view of the booth
clerk while awaiting your train.  Never walk or stand near the edge of the
platform.

• Plan your purchases in advance and carry only the amount of cash or
number of credit cards necessary to make the purchase.  If you must carry a
large sum of money, divide the cash between your purse, pockets and wallet.

• Cancel credit cards you don’t use and keep a record of the account num-
bers for each credit card you possess. This will facilitate reporting the theft or
loss of the cards.

• Carry your purse close to your body.  Place one end of the purse in the
palm of your hand and the other in the bend of the elbow.  Never wrap the
strap around your body.  

• Always lock your car.  Before getting into your car, check the back seat
to make sure no one is hiding there.

• If you are carrying a wallet, carry it in the breast pocket of your jacket
or in your side pants pocket.  The rear pants pocket is one of the easiest to
pick.

• When in a restaurant, don’t leave your handbag over the back of your
chair or on the floor.  Don’t leave belongings unattended.

• Whenever possible, place items out of sight in the trunk of your vehicle
prior to reaching your destination.  Never leave packages in the passenger
compartment unattended. 

• Don’t wait until you have reached your front door to look for your keys.

Have them ready in your hand.  If a stranger is standing
near your door, it may be a good idea not to go in until
the situation feels safer.

• Lock your front door immediately upon entering
your home.

• If you live in an apartment building, don’t buzz in
someone who rings your bell until you have verified
who they are.  This will help protect both you and your
neighbors.

• If you have elderly family members or neighbors, please remember to
check in on them.

• Be wary of con artists.  Con artists use a number of ploys to scam you
and steal your property.  Some divert your attention while another picks your
pocket, some pose as utility workers or as a trades person to gain access to the
inside of your home, while others conduct scams that are more elaborate
involving several con artists.  

• Be wary of telephone and email solicitations asking for personal infor-
mation about your accounts, passwords or social security number. 

• As a consumer you should avoid illegal vendors selling goods on the
street.  Purchase merchandise only from licensed vendors or reputable stores.
Follow your instincts.  Remember, “If it seems too good to be true, it proba-
bly is”.

NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
OF DEPARTMENT CRIME PREVENTION SECTION 

Holiday Safety Tips

Tennessee 
Comes To 

Queensborough 
BY BRIAN BELLIVEAU

Both students and faculty were treated to a pleasant surprise this
semester when 

Tennessee William’s classic play The Glass Menagerie came to
Queensborough.

All the hard work that was put into the production paid off and the per-
formance was first class.

Directed by Assistant Professor Michelle Cuomo, The Glass
Menagerie featured three Queensborough students: Edward Molina, who
has appeared in movies and on television; Robyn Schlau, appearing in her
fourth production here at QCC; and Fernando Hernandez, who has
appeared on numerous television programs. The cast is rounded out by pro-
fessional actress and storyteller Rebecca Jernigan.

The play takes place in the Wingfield apartment in 1937 St. Louis.
Tom Wingfield (played by Molina) is a disgruntled young man who hates
his job, and the nagging of his hypocritical mother, Amanda (played by
Jernigan). Tom spends his evenings “at the movies,” which we find out
later means he’s been out drinking. After his mother’s insistance, Tom
brings home his friend Jim (Hernandez) to woo his loving, yet crippled sis-
ter, Laura (Schlau) who spends her days polishing her collection of glass
animals. After spending time alone with Laura, Jim takes a fancy to her,
an, after they dance, kisses her. Laura is taken aback when Jim tells her
that he has a fiance. Amanda blames Tom for the whole incident and Tom
leaves the family as the play concludes.

The actors and crew who put together this play knew what they were
doing. I myself was shocked at the level to which they performed.
Congratulations to the cast and crew for turning a classic American play
into a terrific display of  talent at QCC.

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE!
In case of emergency, dial 911

Help fight terrorism, report suspicious
activity to the

COUNTER TERRORISM HOTLINE 
1-888-NYC-SAFE

(1-888-692-7233)



11Queensborough Communiqué, December 2003

The King of Pop is back in the headlines, but
not for the things that allowed him to earn that
title, but for the things that earned him his new
nickname “Jacko.” Michael Jackson has been no
stranger to controversy, like the time he dangled
his infant son off the edge of a hotel balcony to
please a group of swarming fans and media. This
time it’s serious, for the second time since 1993 he
is being accused of child molestation. The victim
is believed to be a 12 or 13-year-old cancer
patient. 

On November 19 a warrant was put out on
him and Jackson's infamous Neverland Ranch in
Santa Barbara was raided. This is how seventeen-
year-old Ahmed Eletab, who claims to know
Michael and his Neverland Ranch quite well as
part of an endless lists of other children that do,
describes the mansion: “When you first go in, it’s
like Disneyland but better. You see a black gold
gate-‘Neverland, welcome to Neverland’ and signs
everywhere say caution kids at play, stuff like
that.” Surely the scene wasn’t to welcoming on
that morning when the police searched every inch
of the land in hopes to find evidence that could be
used against Jackson later in court. 

On November 21 Michael Jackson turned
himself in on charges of child molestation and was
quickly booked, fingerprinted, photographed and
then released on $3 million bail. Before returning
to Las Vegas on his private jet he released a state-
ment saying, “Lies run sprints, but the truth runs
marathons. The truth will win this marathon in
court.” 

These allegations come ten years after his rep-
utation was first damaged with similar allegations.
That case never resulted in charges because of the
victim’s refusal to cooperate with police. It was
reported the victim was given something near $20
million for his lack of cooperation. 

Just like the first case Michael Jackson main-
tains his innocence, but what about his fans?
There’s no doubt that everyone has their own
favorite Michael Jackson classic, but now after the
second time facing these same charges how much
of his fan base will remain on his side. A huge
decline in the sales of his latest recording album
Invincible, which sold about one-eighth of his top
seller Thriller, proves that he has lost many fans
already. So how do the people feel about Michael
Jackson and the new troubles he’s facing. Here’s
what some students at Queensborough had to say.

“Michael Jackson is a pedophile who needs
help.  He was robbed of a childhood and is now
stealing the childhood of other young boys,” said
Elizabeth Simpson.

“I feel that everyone is just jumping on him
because he’s different. I believe the real motive
behind these allegations is money. There’s no
doubt that Michael Jackson is a little Wacko, but
there’s no way I could believe that he’s guilty,”
commented Alex Cortez.

“If he’s guilty or innocent, what type of par-
ents allow there child to sleep over a grown mans
house who was already accused of child molesta-
tion without any type of supervision?  It all sounds
fishy to me,” stated Lucelis Assman.

Below are the results of a random survey
taken at QCC of 150 students. The surveys show
most people don’t believe that jail time is a possi-
bility.  They might be right since proving a child
molestation case is the hardest case to prove, but
what if they’re wrong?  If convicted the penalties
for lewd or lascivious acts with a child under 14 is
three to eight years in prison. Michael Jackson
being sent to prison after four decades of hits,
fame, and fortune, imagine that.

Do you feel Michael Jackson is Guilty or
Innocent? 

Do you think he will be convicted and sent
to prison?

Do you think this case will help or hurt his
career?

Wacko - Jacko Back in The Spotlight
BY RICARDO CRUZ
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SPORTS

QUEENSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Health, Physical Education and Dance Department

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
2003-2004 Season Schedule

Day              Date        Team  Place Time
Monday 12/15 Kingsborough CC Kingsborough CC 7:00 pm
Tuesday 1/6 Bronx CC QCC 7:00 pm

Tuesday 1/13 BMCC QCC 8:00 pm * QCC DH
Saturday 1/17 Suffolk West CC QCC 1:00 pm 
Tuesday 1/20 Suffolk CC QCC 8:00 pm * QCC DH
Thursday 1/22 Bronx CC Bronx CC 7:00 pm
Friday 1/23 TCI TCI (Baruch) 7:00 pm
Tuesday 1/27 Westchester CC QCC 7:00 pm * QCC DH

Saturday 1/31 Dutchess CC QCC 1:00 pm (Family Day)
Tuesday 2/3 Hostos CC Hostos CC 7:00 pm
Thursday 2/5 Kingsborough CC QCC 7:00 pm * QCC DH
Saturday 2/7 Orange CC Orange CC 1:00 pm
Monday 2/9 Nassau CC QCC 7:00 pm
Wednesday 2/11 Monroe Monroe (Mt. St. Michael’s)6:00 pm

CUNY TOURMAMENT 2/18 & 2/20  @ Kingsborough CC
REGION XV TOURNAMENT 2/27, 2/28 & 2/29 @ Sullivan CC
* QCC DH – Indicates Women’s & Men’s Double Header
Head Coach: Tom Sinnickson 
Asst. Coach: Bill Atkinson
Dept. Chairperson: Dr. Aaron Krac
Athletic Director: Pete Marchitello
Dept. Phone: (718) 631-6322
Dept. Fax: (718) 631-6333

The Struggle
Of New York

Teams
BY RICHIE FERNANDEZ

New York sport teams have been in kind of
a slump lately.  Besides the Yankees, New York
has been watching other teams play in the post-
season while their team is home waiting for
next season. So what happened to our teams?
Weren’t the Mets and Yankees fighting for the
World Series back in 1999 and fighting for the
National League Championship in 2000?  What
happened to the hard playing Knicks with
Patrick Ewing who were always at the top of
the Eastern Conference in the mid 90’s and in
the NBA finals in 1994 and 1998?  This is all a
thing of the past now for New York fans, at
least for the time being while these teams try to
figure out what’s wrong.  

The question is why all of a sudden for our
teams. How did these teams go from being
championship contenders to now being the
worst in the league? Is it the management? Is it
the quality of players being brought in? Who
knows, but one thing is for sure, something has
got to change. At least give us one other team
besides the Yankees that can make the playoffs.

What team can that actually be? The Mets
are in a rebuilding stage with all their minor
leaguers, the Jets and Giants playoff hopes have
been squashed with some disappointing losses
throughout the season, and don’t even get me
started on the soft playing Knicks who don’t
have enough talent to beat some of the top
teams in the league.

So what hope do we have as fans of these
teams? Not much, but you have to try to think
positive. The Mets have some young talent and
could be one big trade away from being a play-
off contender again. The Jets are playing better
now that they have Chad Pennington back in
the lineup.  The Giants were a few unlucky
plays away from having a playoff record. The
Knicks are also playing better than expected,
and with a healthy Antonio McDyess they
might have a chance, in a very weak Eastern
Conference, to make the playoffs.

The last time we have seen something
remotely close to this was from the late 70s to
the early 80s where all the teams struggled and
also back in the mid 60s.  So New York fans are
kind of spoiled, really only having two main
periods where all their teams struggled.
Hopefully it is a short period like the other two,
but only time will tell that. 

So all we can do as New York fans is hope
and be patient. Hopefully we won’t have to wait
too long since we’re not used to losing in New
York. Until all these other teams get it together,
we have the Yankees who are going to try to
buy themselves another championship this year.
Hopefully things will change in the near future
and we’ll see another Subway World Series
between the Mets and Yankees, or the Jets and
Giants in the Super Bowl, or maybe even an
NBA Finals game played at Madison Square
Garden. Until then we’re going to have to fight
through the pain and just be patient and realize
that our day will come soon.    

When Good Teams, And Fans, Go Bad
BY RICHARD SCHACK

As the seconds on the game clock wind down in with the Knicks facing the arch-rival Indiana Pacers
at the Garden, there's actually a part of me rooting against the home team.     

I find it happening more and more lately, as I'm in the bizarre position of actually hoping the Knicks
lose when I watch them. Just writing that sentence would have been considered blasphemy at the highest
level to me a couple years ago, but now it seems like the depressing truth. 

Yeah, I know what's coming. Go ahead. Take your shots at me. Call me traitor or a bad fan if you
will, but I have my reasons. Let me explain: I root against my team because the more they lose, one
would think the better chance there is of things being seriously shaken up. Roster and management-wise.
Something has to happen, or they'll be stuck with this, old undersized team forever. 

Some will argue me with logic. Yes, I know I don't have to watch the Knicks. They're not the only
show in town. The Nets play in tri-state area too and are more fun to watch, but they don't play in the
Garden. The mecca. It's just not the same. For all entertainers, playing the Garden means the big-time.
The Garden is big-time. But the Knicks aren't. So what are they?

A big-time waste of money, maybe.
The Knicks, who do not have bona-fide all-star all-star on their roster, somehow have the largest

payroll in the entire NBA and missed the playoffs the last two years. Yet they don't even try to clean
house at all, still clinging to that small speckle of hope they can make it to the playoffs as the last seed.
For what? So they can get run, literally, off the court by a younger and more talented team?

You can make a case for the Knicks being a talented group individually, but young they definitely
are not.

They don't  run, they don't fast-break. There's no energy. I don't know if Knicks G.M. Scott Layden
realizes this or not, but the Association is changing rapidly. The teams are getting younger, faster, and
more athletic. The league is being dominated by fast, athletic guys who can jump out of the ceiling. Take
Kobe Bryant and Tracy McGrady for example, probably the two most dominant wing players. You know
how old they are? 24, 25. You know how old the average age of he Knicks is? According to the Daily
News, over 30! 

Most losing teams in the NBA are populated with young, energetic players showing flashes of bril-
liance as they grow into great players. Knick fans? Well, we'll be able to watch our team grow... even
older.

How about the Knicks’ NBA Draft choices? Last year, the Knicks traded the seventh pick along with
Marcus Camby for former all-star Antonio McDyess, who as of this writing has finally played a couple
games for the Knicks after missing the entire previous year, and the 30th pick in the draft, inconsistent
point guard Frank Williams. And this year, all three of his draft picks are on the injured list, none of them
ready to contribute yet.

Now, you may remember that back in 2000, when the Knicks hired Layden, he was hailed as some
kind of Draft virtuoso based on his ability to evaluate talent.  Riddle me this, though: If Layden is such a
good GM, then how come he had two all-time-greats in Utah ( Karl Malone and John Stockton) and in 10
years the best he was able to surround them with was Jeff Hornacek? And no, Scott Layden didn’t draft
Malone or Stockton - his father did. 

If they get the first pick next year, Layden will probably trade it for the chronically disabled Grant
Hill and a bag of magic beans.

Not that I could fully blame him. At this point, it might take magic to help turn the Knicks around.


