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City Councilman Comes to QCC
BY JOHN BRUNO

Who walks away from a $3.6 million contract
from the NFL to serve in the United States Armed
Forces? Out of one in a million, one might make
that decision. This one person, specifically Pat
Tillman is considered today as one of the “Real
American Heroes.”

There used to be a cartoon show called G.I.
Joe. The G.I. Joes where a group of American
Special Forces that fought against the evil Cobra
Commander and his reptile organization who
sought to rule the world. Pat Tillman is a real life
G.I. Joe who walked out of a $3.6 million contract
as a safety with the Arizona Cardinals to join the
U.S. Army after the Sept. 11 attacks. Tillman was
killed in an ambush on a coalition combat patrol in
Afghanistan. He was 27.

Two years prior, Tillman, 25, told his team
that he was postponing his football career to enlist
in the Army, with plans to attend Ranger School
after boot camp. Tillman was a star athlete who
walked away from the game in his prime, leaving
millions in cash on the table, to put his life at risk
in service of his country during wartime.

“Pat  knew his  purpose in l i fe ,”  former
Cardinals head coach Dave McGinnis said. “He
proudly walked away from a career in football to a
greater calling.”

Tillman was not the only one who displayed
this selfless act of courage. His brother, Kevin

Tillman, also walked away from a professional
baseball career. The Tillman brothers made nation-
al news when they walked away from careers as
professional athletes to join the Army. Both broth-
ers earned their place among the elite Army
Rangers and served together in the same battalion
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Pat Tillman was a
Specialist in the 75th Ranger Regiment, a light
infantry unit out of Fort Benning, GA.

“In sports, we have a tendency to overuse
terms like courage and bravery and heroes,” said
Cardinals vice president Michael Bidwill, “and
then someone like Pat Tillman comes along and
reminds us what those terms really mean.

“Pat Tillman personified all the best values of
his country and the NFL,” Commissioner Paul
Tagliabue said. “He was an achiever and leader on
many levels who always put his team, his commu-
nity, and his country ahead of his personal inter-
ests.”

Pat Tillman exemplified the sacrifice, selfless-
ness, and service of the U.S. military. He is a gen-
uine role model in professional sports as well as in
life. To Pat Tillman, our real life G.I. Joe and all
those out there serving our country, we salute you.
Semper Fidelis (always faithful)

A Real American Hero Emerges 
Amid the Atrocities of War

BY RYAN ENRIQUEZ

Asian Elect City Councilman John Liu is
striving to make a difference here in Queens.
Councilmen John Liu spoke to an audience of
Queensborough students at the Asian Unity gather-
ing held in the Kurt Schmeller Library on April 21,
2004. 

He indicated that there is discrimination
which determines if a person will have opportuni-
ties to improve ones life and career. “I believe we
are one city,” stated Councilman Liu. ”Why call
someone an illegal alien if a person can not be ille -
gal nor be an alien,” questioned Councilman John
Liu. While his comments seemed very comedic, he
expressed anger on this issue and later stated that
illegal aliens are called illegal aliens only because
they don’t have papers showing that they are
American citizens. 

There were no Asian elect City Councilman
until 2001 when John Liu was elected. “I have
been in the city council for two and a half years
and I am enjoying it,” John Liu stated.  “This job
is a tough role to play with the budget crisis.”

Councilman John Liu asked to talk about
Asian unity, saying Asians are not a homogeneous
group and are represented by a wide range of
countries such as Korea, Bangladesh, Soviet
Republic, Iran, and Iraq.

Since living in Flushing most of his life, he is
determined to see changes be made starting with
discrimination, an issue that is the most meaning-
ful to him.

He also talked about recent violence against
immigrant workers such as Jian-Lin Chun, killed
while delivering Chinese food. Captain Yi arrested
for suspicion of espionage though later all internal
and disciplinary charges were dropped.

Since Councilman John Liu was visiting
Queensborough, a student had the liberty to ask if
he had any power in determining the tuition hikes,
or any other education related issues. John Liu
replied by emotionally suggesting, “I believe
tuition should be free, free like a few decades
ago.” 

Photo Credit: Sports Illustrated/CNN

Photo Credit: http://www.liunewyork.com
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College Degrees Buy Job
Security

BY NURATU OTULANA

If you were like most high school students, you pondered the importance of y = mx+b and those
seemingly trivial historical facts that you were responsible for remembering and later regurgitating in
essay form. Then you are off to college. That institution of higher learning where you can tailor your
curriculum to fit your personal interests and academic goals. But how many college students are really
having their educational expectations met? 

This begs the question, has college gone from a place of acquiring information and maximizing
intellectual potential to merely a job reference? Today the primary reason for going to college is to get a
job or satisfy an employer’s quota. Truth be told, for many people a majority of the information gained
during the four (or more) years of college is (willingly) forgotten the day after graduation. 

Some people spend more that $100,000 on a piece of paper that says they attended Smart-Guy
University and they are no smarter than Joe Shmoe who went to Don’t-Know College for Arts and
Sciences. What makes Smart-Guy U better than Don’t-Know College other than the price tag? It may
very well be that the expectations and standards of one are set higher than another. For many college stu-
dents grades have become the number one priority making learning, even critical thinking less impor-
tant. Has the spectrum of learning been narrowed to A, B, C, D, and F? Students have come to define
themselves by these letters rather than the information and critical thinking skills they have paid so much
to acquire. 

In one student’s opinion, school starts off bubbling with potential that usually tapers off during the
semester because of lack of enthusiasm, academic workload, and a clouded perspective. According to
another student, “School like anything else is what you make of it.” 

It would sometimes seem as if knowing something is no longer as important as getting a degree.
One Queensborough student nearly one semester away from graduation has aspirations of receiving an
MBA from The Wharton School of Business. He is said to have mixed emotions about the importance of
a college education: “I have worked without a college degree and I see the difference immediately.
When you do not have a degree the type of work you do is often more labor intensive and you get paid
less. I would much rather have that little piece of paper that says I met someone’s requirements, even if I
have forgotten most of that information. That equals more money and a sense of job security. In today’s
world that is just what you have to do.” 

On the recently released Kanye West album “College Dropout,” Kanye credits most of his success
to the fact that he had the courage to drop out of college and do what his heart was really telling him to
do. That may work for some but for the rest of us, you are not really even considered in the running (for
any professional) if you do not have at least one college degree, not matter how much information you
retain. But at the same time it is also possible to have a collection of degrees and not a fulfilling career. 

The most important thing that college can give anyone, dropout or graduate, is the ability to discern
what it is you are passionate about, or even an idea of what profession you would like to dedicate your
life to. College cannot give anyone anything that they are not willing to take from it. 



This is what “genocide” looks like. It is not portrayed under the eye of
classic film you would have just seen and took for granted or came up to the
point of accepting it and thought it’s “said and done.” Commanders and offi-
cers hover over thousands of “other” undesirable races like a mosquito ready
to suck blood.  Victims look vulnerable and stare at them sheepishly not
knowing exactly what to expect. Many of these people wear triangles of vari -
ous colors: green, black, yellow, pink and so on. Hundreds of supporters rush
to the streets to see what their leaders have in store for these debased, defunct
and vile subjects that they have for so long vilified, from mass media and
political lobbyist to civilians and heads of state.

In an hour or so the twisted logic behind the mass concentration of peo-
ple comes into play. Men are scurried away in over crowded carts and
women with babies in their stomachs are left to march on foot to places best
fit for them. Old men, young boys and homosexuals are told to stay behind in
special institutions for the “weakest link.”  Babies and children are later
grouped enmasse for scientific exploit. This drama that followed was a result
of the promiscuous relationship between state and stereotype, disinformation
and mass murder. Millions of lives are lost yet there was little to recall the
horrific crimes except the conservative estimate and photographs captured
under the thin lenses; a thin discourse of a fat atrocity.

Bodies lays bare and naked. Skulls in various stages of decomposition
lay motionless. Shoes floats in a puddle as if waiting to be crammed back on
to a dismembered foot. Blown off heads, cracks open for the transfixed
onlooker’s tears as if magically it could glue back its original pieces among
the rummages. Unrecognizable remains of babies dashed against the rock
remains a token for a mother’s ever increasing prayer for death. The world
was speechless, lifeless and deadened by a serial fascist outrage, formed by
extremist ideologies, ethnic animosity and diabolical disregard for human life
that produced repression, misery and murder at an unimaginable scale.

April 7th marks the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan Genocide and
QCC’s Holocaust Resource Center and Archives remembers the victims of
this horrific crime against humanity, including a look at other mass mas-
sacres across the globe as well. This event started off with a series of lectures
by holocaust survivors and displaced persons. The Eva Bobrow Memorial
lecture series on the 16th and 18th featured Joseph Berger speaking on the
topic “the survivors of holocaust and the new lives they built in America”
and Brian Mark Riggs’s “Hitler’s Jewish Soldier.” A detailed analysis was
provided by these eminent scholars and academics reiterating the need for
remembrance and personal judgment with regards to the magnitude of the
human suffering and the physical and emotional toll it had on the human
race; the lives it consumed and the discontentment that proceeded. 

The spring exhibit kicked off with the display of photographs and arts
captured from the century long hate crimes and related studies, this span
from the 1904 mass murder of the Hereros to the most recent Rwandan
genocide. The display had hard to find photographs from various depressing
ethnic, religious and racial killing spree with a detailed background summa-
ry. The display entitled “1900-2000: A Genocidal Century” also had basic
summary of the Ukranian, Armenian, Cambodian, Kosovo war and the holo-
caust.

It is estimated that more than 800,000 people were killed in the 100 days
mass slaughter of the Tutsis and moderate Hutus by the majority Hutus in
the autumn of 1994. The scale and speed of the genocide led some to think
of it as a natural disaster that struck Rwanda without warning. It was far
from a natural catastrophe; it was a premeditated killing campaign by ruth-
less politicians to rid the minority from the face of the nation. According to
the latest statistics provided by the Amnesty International more than 
300,000 children remain homeless, parentless and sleep daily on plastic
sheets with empty or undernourished stomachs. While the exact number of
people tagged with the international refugee status is virtually unknown,
some estimate a few million. Some are permanently displaced while most
wait in camps set up by the UNHCR’s in nearby Zaire and Uganda until fit
to be returned to a war torn country.

The Armenian remains one of the most displaced people of the century.
They are now peopling around many Middle Eastern countries like Lebanon,
Egypt, Syria and many parts of Europe. In a Turkish inquisition (under the
Ottoman empire) and mass deportation of 1915-1917, it is estimated that the
Christian Armenian estimated at more than a million were starved, maimed,
killed at concentration camps and marooned in a nearby desert in a systemat-
ic attempt to eliminate the population. The horror of this ethnic cleansing
remains vivid and unforgotten as children of those few survivors lament the
increasing denial by the Turkish government to date.

In the decade that followed, the greatest crime against humanity, the

holocaust followed. The extent and scale of human suffering reached it peak
during these few years of human slaughter with the help of technology and
science. It opened our eyes to a brand new world of the dangers of identify-
ing others as inferior and sticking our identity to one fixed notion of superior-
ity and others as subhumans. The whole world looked at it as the last of eth-
nic war. But the decade that followed had the same parallel replica of ethnic,
religious and political unrest resulting in other genocides; the bloody Kosovo
war and the less publicized Cambodian genocide.

It was indeed a great era of depression, suppression and annihilation;
some escaped the cruelty while most suffered th tyranny. QCC grieves for
their suffering and honors the awareness those whose suffering impacted the
world. 
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“A Genocidal Century”: 
QCC Remembers the Victims of Hate Crime.

BY SAVIO IAWPHNIAW

Photo credit: http://hawaii.edu/powerkills/RM1.ARM.BODIES.JPG
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There is Hope for
Contraceptives

BY JINA MORALES

For many years contraceptives for both men and women have been limit-
ed.  In the most recent years scientists and researchers are working on the
development of the “male pill.”

The male pill, still in progress, is supposed to have the same effect as the
female pill.  Scientists have not decided how the pill would be administered
but for now they do know that the male pill is not actually a pill, it is a rod that
is surgically implanted into the arm, or periodic hormonal injections, or both.

The theory behind the male pill is to basically stop the production of
sperm.  By administering an injection of testosterone, it’s supposed to send a
signal to the brain which fools the body into thinking that the testes are work-
ing overtime, which in turn stops the production of sperm.

Unfortunately, this doesn’t work in all men, so scientists have been exper-
imenting with altered versions of testosterone.  This study is currently being
done in many different parts of the world.

According to drug companies sponsoring this project, they say these stud-
ies will be concluded by December 2005, and an actual product will be expect -
ed in about 5 years.

Some people are afraid that this male pill might promote promiscuity.
One QCC student said, “most men’s worst fear is unexpectedly getting a girl
pregnant, if they don’t have to worry about that anymore, then they won’t
worry about keeping it in their pants.”

By developing this “male pill,” scientists have given men more options in
the type of contraception that they use.  Before they were limited to just con-
doms and vasectomies.  Although the “pill” will be able to prevent pregnancy,
it will not protect against STD’s, so it is recommended for couples in monoga-
mous relationships.    

Woman are ecstatic about the development of the male contraceptive
because it takes the burden off  the female, especially those who can’t deal
with the side effects of the hormones that women are subjected to.

Researchers are trying to make the “male pill” effective with very little
side effects.  This in turn will make it more appealing for men.

According to Dr. William Bremner of the University of Washington, the
male pill is intended to have added benefits such as lowering a man’s risk for
an enlarged prostate, prostate cancer, and even baldness.  For some men this is
incentive enough.      

A Cab Will Cost Us a
Little More

BY ALEJANDRO GARCES

How many times have you been late to work, a meeting, a date or even
school,and you have to take a cab? When you get off at your stop, you think
“That  was a lot of money for a ride.” Well if you are one of the people who
think like this, there is bad news: prices on cab fares have gone up .

On May 3, 2004 , at 12:01 am , there was a rise of 26 % on cab
fares.Starting  prices on cabs became $2.50, with 40 cents for every mile and a
half, and 40 cents for every 2 minutes of waiting time in traffic. Rides to
Manhattan from John F. Kennedy Airport were set to $45. The night surcharge
became  50 cents , while the rush hour surcharge  was  modified to $1 and it
will run between 4 and 8 p.m. on weekdays.

Taxi and limousine commissioners unanimously approved the price
increase on March 30 after seeing that regular prices did not provide a decent
living for taxi drivers. According to many taxi drivers they had to wait eight
years for this increase, which will barely let them live. Since 1996 prices of
gasoline have duplicated , and car insurance has sky rocketed. 

Taxi drivers complain that in eight years bus and train prices went up two
times while taxi prices never seem to increase. Taxi drivers are now working
on having an authorization  which will increase prices every two years, argu-
ing that no company employee has to wait more than two  years for a raise.

Students at Q.C.C. were consulted about this change in prices. Ricardo
Ariza a full time student at Q.C.C said “This is a bad thing, it was bad enough
when public transportation was raised now taxis decided to raise their prices
too,” Joseph Candelo responded, “This does not affect me at all because I
never uses cabs” Marth Sanchez said, “This is horrible because I am always
late and I usually depend on cabs to be in school on time.”

Everything in this city is controversial and this issue is not the exception.
There are those who are regular taxi users who will be affected that believe
that this increase will hurt them, because people would rather take public
transportation than pay that much extra. While taxi drivers believe that this
increase will help them improve their financial problems, only time will tell
who is right. For now, all we can do is adapt to this change and many others
that will come.
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LOCAL NEWS

August Martin High School has the reputation
of having more major crimes incidents per 1,000
students during 2002-03 year among southern
Queens high schools. The crimes include assaults,
burglary, homicides, rapes and the use of drugs
such as marijuana, to mention a few. As reports
indicate,  the number of  incidents  has only
increased.

A pregnant girl at August Martin High School
reported that she was assaulted and another teen
explained that students were arrested when a fight
broke out, but most of them were not involved in
the episode. However according to NYPD no inci-
dents were officially reported. When the mayor
was asked about the safety issues in South Jamaica
High Schools, he replied by saying “I would put a
cop next to every student if i had to.” Authorities
should know better than anyone that violence leads
to even more violence. There should be ways to
improve the safety of the students apart from
enforcing violence. 

According to the Department of Education,
August Martin High School is reportedly the third
most dangerous high school in Queens. The author-
ities should look at that the negative statistics and
work towards improving it, instead of making it the
situation worse. August Martin, located at 156-10
Baisley Blvd. , had a total of 5.7 major crime
Incidents and 19.4 non-criminal incidents, accord-
ing to statistics. 

By comparison with the rest of the South
Jamaica High Schools the local news paper
Jamaica times, reports that rates of major occur-
rences ranged from less than1 at Townsend Harris

High School in Flushing to nearly six major crimes
incidents at August Martin and Jamaica High
School. Franklin K. Lane, at 999 Jamaica Ave., had
2.9 crime incidents, 7.9 other crime incidents and
26.6 non-criminal incidents, the city figure showed.

The role played by parents is very significant
in the causes of violent incidents in high schools. It
is said that some of the reasons behind the violence
in schools could be related to the kind of environ-
ment experienced at home. Kids, who live with
violent and abusive parents, are more likely to be
violent in school. The channel of communication
between parents and children should be broad.
Parents need to educate their kids against the use
the drugs and alcohol. Teenagers are easily influ-
enced; therefore, a good role model is fundamental.
According to Daniel Lockwood PhD, 16% of high
school students in the country have been in one or
more fights within school property in the course of
a year.

Studies by the American Psychological
Association report that violent television and video
games are not as harmless as they seem. It also
states that “young men, who are habitually aggres-
sive, may be especially vulnerable to aggression-
enhancing effects of repeated exposure to violent
games.” Teachers and parents should work collec-
tively to better monitor the students. The solution
may come from the individual involved. As
avowed by Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford “Individuals
must examine their actions and underlying values
and beliefs.”

Studies by the American Psychological
Association report that violent television, video

games are not as harmless as they seem. It also
states that “young men, who are habitually aggres-
sive, may be especially vulnerable to aggression-
enhancing effects of repeated exposure to violent
games.” Teachers and Parents should work collec-
tively to better monitor the students. The solution
may come from within the individual involved. As
avowed by Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford “Individuals
must examine their action and underlying values
and beliefs.”

POETRY CORNER
Opportunity Knocks

By Edwardo Ruiz

You seem to love death.

or maybe it’s just a passing fancy,

because whenever it knocks at your door

you don’t want to answer.

Somehow you know I’m not surprised,

but then again, who really wants to check out

when it’s time?

and though it’s true everyone dies,

not everyone really lives

High School Violence as a Problem in Our Society
BY PEDRO CHILALA

The City’s Most Hated
School

BY CHRISTIAN YEPEZ

Franklin K. Lane High School in Brooklyn, is one of the most
despised schools in New York and the one many students say is the
absolute worst. 

An outstanding 713 students from Franklin K. Lane High School —
a whopping 20% of its population — fled the school after September of
this year, since they passed the new law “No Child Left Behind” which
let students transfer out of low-performing schools to better schools.
There is a good reason for students to transfer out since Franklin K.
Lane High School has just a 27.5% graduation rate, which is the city’s
third worst school.

Rafeena Ishmael, a 17-year-old junior at the Cypress Hills,
Brooklyn, school stated, “Everyone is trying to get out because it is so
bad.”   

Franklin K. Lane High School made Mayor Bloomberg’s dozen
most dangerous schools list with nearly three times the city average of
major crimes, locating officials to patrol the hallways of these schools
with cops.  Also, the 3,400 student Lane is mired on the state’s list of
falling schools.

Students, that had transferred out of Franklin K. Lane High School
represent more than 10% of “No Child Left Behind” transfers in all of
New York City.  Many of the Lane students who had transferred out,
now have a long commute to Ridgewood, Queens, to get what they hope
will be a better education at Grover Cleveland High School.  Grover
Cleveland accepted the highest number of total transfers in the city —
114 students. Students described Grover Cleveland as a generally good
school, but some said that recently the “ Franklin K. Lane Kids” have
been causing trouble.

Jeremy Lack of the department’s No Child Left Behind office said,
“We did our best not overcrowd the schools.”  Students could select
from among eight schools: the two nonfailing schools with available
space closest to their homes and six others throughout the city.  From all
elementary and high schools, where the choice of good schools with
available seats grows much slimmer, 71% of students got one of their
top three choices.

(Source: Daily News on March 8, 2004)



7Queensborough Communiqué, May 2004

The Murder of Emmett Till:
New Evidence Surfaces 50 Years Later

BY KIMBERLY GRABKOWITZ

New evidence in the 1955 murder of Emmett Till has been found
almost 50 years later. On August 27,1955, Emmett Till, a 14 year old
African-American boy from Chicago, was beaten and shot to death by two
white men who threw his mutilated body into the Tallahatchie River near
Money, Mississippi. 

What was Emmett’s crime? Talking and maybe whistling to a white
woman at a local grocery store. Emmett’s death came a year after the
Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision that outlawed segre-
gation. For the first time, blacks had the law on their side in the struggle for
equality. 

Emmett’s death struck a chord across a nation. White people in the
North were as shocked as blacks at the cruelty of the killing. The national
media picked up on the story, and the case mobilized the NAACP, which
provided a safe house for witnesses in the trial of the killers. 

Emmett became a martyr for the fledgling civil rights movement that
would engross the country in a few years. Emmett’s mother, Mamie Till,
spoke out about her son’s death. She held an open-casket funeral for her son,
so that the world could see “what they did to my boy.” Emmett’s face was
battered beyond recognition and he had a bullet hole in his head. The body
had decomposed after spending several days underwater. 

Roy Bryant, whose wife Carolyn was the white woman at the store, and
his half brother, J.W. Milam, were tried for Emmett’s murder and acquitted
by a jury of 12 white men.

It is now almost 50 years later and detectives in Mississippi have found
evidence that about seven other people, both black and white, may have been
apart of this vicious crime. No word has been given about what the new evi-
dence is yet, but detectives just say that there is some and that they are still
investigating the evidence that they have. Some of the suspects are dead but
for the ones that are alive, they will be charged and given the justice that is
due. Even though Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam could never be re-charged
with this murder due to the double jeopardy law, maybe some justice will be
found with this new evidence. 

We Bid Farewell to Our
Friends

BY ERICA ROBB

“I’ll be there for you”, like their theme song
says Friends has been there for us for the last ten
years. It’s hard to imagine life without Friends.
They have made NBC’s Thursday night “Must
See TV.” 

From the very first episode until  now
Friends has been one of the biggest comedies, well, one of the biggest televi-
sion shows ever. Not only in the U.S., but around the world. Why have we
been hooked all of these years? David Schwimmer believes it’s because they
really are friends. It wasn’t an act, and that came off in every episode. It is very
rare in Hollywood with all the overgrown egos to find a cast of six people that
actually like each other and enjoy one another’s company. This was a sign
from the beginning that this wasn’t going to be any ordinary show. 

The overwhelming popularity of the show was evident from the start,
Friends has started and revived many trends in its ten years. From season ones
“The Rachel”, the most copied haircut since the Farrah Fawcett feathers.
Season six’s episode based around Ross’ table from Pottery Barn, boosted
sales for the chain of stores. Then of course what would the dating world be
without, Joey’s always amusing “How you doin?” Not only has Friends been
our Thursday night entertainment for the last decade, it has inspired our way of
life.

Why not take a cue from these six pop icons? Although like all of us,
these characters are not perfect, take a bit of each and you have one well-
rounded person. Ross’ intelligence, Joey’s luck with the ladies, Monica’s orga -
nization and timeliness, Phoebe’s free spirit, Rachel’s fashion sense and
Chandler’s humor. In their time on television we have seen their characters
grow from twenty something singles without any cares in the world (besides
each other), to well functioning adults. Some are married, some have kids, and
some are moving. They have all grown and changed quite a bit, however, one
thing has remained the same, their love and loyalty to each other. A quality
they all share and we all should admire. 

Friends has beaten television odds again and again. In most cases hook
ups and break ups, marriages and babies have all been the kiss of death for

continued on page 11
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Queensborough students pay a student activity
to support extracurricular activities on campus.
The brainchild for most of these exciting events is
the Office of Student Activities (OSA), the heart of
student interadction at QUeensborough
Community College (QCC) located in the Student
Union Building lower level. The fee for full-time
students is $52.85 and for part-time students is
$22.85 as stated in the Student Handbook (See
[page 32).

According to the student handbook, “The OSA
provides a student friendly resource center at QCC,
offering opportunities to become involved in cam-
pus life through participation…Some of the ser-
vices provided by Student Activities are informa-
tional clearing house for all campus activities,
advisement on the formulation of clubs/student
organizations, assistance in the production of col-
lege publications (i.e. annual college yearbook, the
Aurora), responsibility for the coordination of
Heritage month events, promotion of student
involvement in campus governance…” This allows
for students to grow and become more involved
and experienced.  

“The Office of Student Activities is here to
assist students and for them to have the best expe-
rience. To be successful you have to be well round-
ed …you have to excel academically and socially,”
said Gisela Rivera. The office has been successful
in reaching students but it’s not easy. Most of the
students don’t have the time to commit to any-
thing. They have other responsibilities and/or are
weekend and evening students. 

Moreover, the Office of Student Activities
find that organizing events on campus to be very
competitive at times. The director, Gisela Rivera
said “We sometimes compete with other depart-
ments, classes to have events…there’s also the
problem of having enough money and time.” The
OSA also works with other departments, clubs and
organizations to make events a success where stu-
dents can have a great time.

“Our goal in Student Activities is to put our
best foot forward for the students. There were
times when we would be stumped trying to find

ideas that would appeal to the students… you can
say we have to stay on top of what’s hot and
what’s not,” added a smiling Ms. Thomas.

When asked about the goal(s) for the office,
Ms. Rivera responded “Making the Office of
Student Activities and Student Government (SG) a
center for students…letting students know that
there’s a SG.” She made it clear that more collabo-
ration of clubs/groups and organizations is needed
to liven up the campus. 

Ms. Rivera also mentioned that the toughest
decision she’s ever had to make was to “allow stu-
dents to make mistakes.” She realized that students
need to make mistakes to learn and grow. She said,
“I’m here to assist them and teach them. Students
lead the direction and I’m here to support them.”
Stepping back and watching the students grow into
leaders has always been rewarding for Ms. Rivera.
In additions, her team holds her in high esteem.
“The staff of Student Activities is a great team and
we are lucky to have such a wonderful leader as
Gisela Rivera,” says Ms. Wittig.

The OSA is a well run and organized office
and needs students to be aware of all the advan-
tages in being involved. Aside from attending the
events and paying a fee, being involved and an
active student leader has its rewards. It plays into
your favor because students can be legible for
scholarships like the SG Academic Leadership
Merit Scholarship of $1,000. implemented by the
SG, serving on various committees working with
higher administration, and invited to the recogni-
tion dinner etc. but more valuable is the experience
gained and being comfortable at public speaking.
“I can honestly say it is a whole new experience
but I love it because I have grown and my mind
has opened so much,” says one student leader. 

The OSA organizes many events and naming
just a few such as the: 
Student Welcome – September 1st  1-3 pm in
Humanities Quad
Club Fair – September 8th 1-3 pm in Humanities
Quad.
Student Leadership weekend - October 1st –
October 3rd in Connecticut 

In her own words, Ms. Thomas said, “I would
like the students to make more use of the office of
Student Activities. If you have an idea for an
event or things you would like to see done we
would love to hear from you. Not everything can
be done but at least something close to it can be…
putting your best forward is better than nothing at
all.” Students are encouraged to look up the QCC
website, newsletters or call the office at (718) 631-
6233 for upcoming event and other questions or
information they may need. 

From left to right: Ms. Jean Wittig, Ms. Christine
Patrizzo, CUNY CAP Ms. Michelle Estrada,Ms.
Gisela Rivera, Ms. Natasha Thomas and Mr.

Raymond Volel.
(Picture: Courtesy of Student Activities)

Student Activities: Why Get Involved?
BY BIBI INSHAN
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THEATRE AT QCC

Every Inch Counts
BY ELIZABETH TEITELBAUM

What do you get when you mix a transsexual
wannabe rock star with political undertones and
music that promises to blow you away? You get
the entertainingly hilarious rock musical H e d w i g
and the Angry Inch.  Hedwig and the Angry Inch is
the witty yet touching story by John Cameron
Mitchell of Hansel a young man who hails from
East Germany pre-Berlin Wall times.

After receiving a botched sex change opera-
tion in order to come to the United States, Hansel
now going by the name Hedwig who has dreamt
of rock star fame all his life, meets Tommy
Gnossis who becomes Hedwig’s protege and part-
ner. When Tommy Gnossis steals Hedwig’s music
and tours the country playing big stadiums,
Hedwig along with her band the “Angry Inch” fol-
lows  Tommy Gnossis across the country on a
quest for redemption and the search for her other
half.

Hedwig and the Angry Inch will be performed
in the Shadowbox Theatre in May. It is being
directed by Queensborough student Ben Pirtle
who is also playing the lead role of Hedwig. The
idea to bring the cult classic to Queensborough
came to Pirtle a few years ago after seeing an off
broadway production of Hedwig in New York.
Ben knew he “had to play this role someday.” 

Although Ben said that playing the role of
Hedwig is challenging he also said it is fulfilling
in that the message behind Hedwig is so uplifting.
“Hedwig is a poignant love story that crosses gen-
der barriers, and expresses the human need to find
true love and your other half that will complete
you,” said Pirtle. Hedwig and the Angry Inch
promises to be a hard rocking, comedy, that is
both entertaining and touching.

The show is to be performed May 13th -22nd,
in the Shadowbox Theatre daily at 8pm.  

A REVIEW A BOOK REVIEW

Stomp
BY LEE SHELLEY

Arriving at the Orpheum theatre, I immedi-
ately noticed that I had over dressed for the occa-
sion having gone to other Broadway perfor-
mances in the past. A variety of clothes, people
and hair color were not the only things that distin-
guished this experience from the rest. Stomp has
made a name for itself on the international level
winning awards appearing on commercials, and
performing in various countries it has now made a
name for itself in my eyes as amazing choreogra-
phy and an all around good time. 

The lively performers use Philippine dancing,
tap dancing, slapping, clapping, and stomping to
not only give their performance but to get the
audience involved as well.  Percussion rhythm of
stomp used everything from brooms and match-
boxes to yes, even the kitchen sink, in a sympho-
ny that depicts visual comedy, emotion, interac-
tion and movement to create a loud memorable
experience. 

The show is impressive with the variety of
sounds created using the different objects keeping
you interested and wondering what will happen
next. There is no storyline, and this alone charac-
terizes it as not just any Thursday afternoon. The
show is not for the faint-of- heart, and if you sit in
the front you not only will you be viewing, but
you will feel as though you are part of the show.
It plays at the Orpheum Theatre on the Lower
East Side and is definitely a must see with the
boys or a date. 

The Orpheum theatre is on Second Avenue.
and Eighth Street;. for tickets call ticket master at
(212)307-7000; for groups call 302-7000, or visit
the web site: http://www.stomponline.com.

Spectacular Book 
B rothers Karamazov

BY RA B E Y A HA S A N

Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novel B r o t h e r s
K a r a m a z o v is a magnificent novel. It goes deep
into human beings and their relationships with
others. The most interesting part of the book is the
different characters the three brothers portray.
Dmitri is an emotional masochist who finds beau-
ty in pain. He believes in optimism because pes-
simism leads to misery and that makes a person
unworthy. The brother I related to the most is
Ivan, who is an atheist. He feels that there is no
god because he wonders, why is there so much
pain. The youngest brother is Alyosha, the most
pious one. He is a devout Christian monk. 

The famous scene in this novel is when the
two brothers, Alyosha and Ivan, have a conversa-
tion about their philosophy on life. It’s so contra-
dicting and interesting. There is a conflict between
their faiths. This book is a masterpiece and greatly
artistic. Dostoevsky writes in a very artistic way
that makes you think about religion, life and rela-
tionships. Dostoevsky has an amazing understand-
ing of existence, torment, joy, and psychology that
just fascinates anyone who loves psychology.

The central theme of the book was God.
Dostoevsky was trying to imply that without God
there is chaos because everything is allowable. He
certainly believes that God gave human civiliza-
tion basic rules to function in life. If you don’t
believe in him then you don’t believe in his rule
which leads to destruction and confusion. It’s
mostly about Christianity because Dostoevsky was
an atheist before and then he became a Christian.
The most interesting part about the book is the
intensity of human relationships. While the novel
is very long, the themes and depths are remark-
able. It is a spectacular book. I highly recommend
that everyone can enjoy reading this novel.
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MUSIC

Are you eagerly waiting the new season of
N B C ’ s The Apprentice? Do you think CBS’s
Survivor is so yesterday? Are you wondering why
there are no interesting shows on about the music
industry? There is a new show on the horizon that
just might satisfy your reality TV needs.

With hit songs like “Fly,” “Someday,” and
“When It’s Over,” Lava Records/Atlantic Records
recording artists, Sugar Ray dominated the late 90s
airwaves and charts. Now with the help of Viacom
International Inc.’s Spike TV (“the first network
for men”) and with a partnership with Kia Motors
America, Sugar Ray will try to take over the
Reality TV circuit. On the Road is kind of a
hybrid of The Apprentice and Survivor. Eight indi-
viduals will compete on Sugar Ray’s Make Every
Mile Count Tour doing such tasks as promoting a
Sugar Ray’s concert, tuning guitars, setting up
meet-n-greets, and other music industry intern wor -

thy tasks, all while they are living with each other
and Sugar Ray on a tour bus. Over time, one con-
testant on the show will be axed and the last con-
testant remaining will win a lot. The winner of this
show will receive a 2004 Kia Spectra. In addition,
they will also win a paid, full-time job at a major
record label.  

Four boys and four girls are competing in this

once in a lifetime opportunity. Even though most of
them are not in the industry per say, they all had
experienced something in it. Some of them promot-
ed acts, interned at major record labels all over the
world, and one even got an artist signed. In fact,
half of the show’s cast is from the tri-state area
(two from New York and two from New Jersey)
and they seem to be the toughest competition in the
experience department. 

Tune in to On the Road every Friday at mid-
night on Spike TV beginning on June 18th and see
the chaos first hand. If the show premise doesn’t
send you into a tizzy, remember On the Road has
one thing all the other reality TV shows don’t have,
the very hot Mark McGrath.

For more information on the show and behind
the scenes stuff, check out
www.sugarrayshow.com. 

Sugar Ray Way of Reality TV
BY KATHRYN BONELLI

In the 1970’s hip hop, one of today’s most
popular genres of music was conceived in New
York City at a time where a number of immigrants
from Jamaica brought over with them a soulful and
compelling style of music called Dancehall/
Reggae.  New to the U.S., Dancehall/Reggae’s
approach to cultural expression was later fused
with the lifestyles of the inner city’s youth allow-
ing for the birth of a Hip-Hop culture as well as a
musical style including DJs, MCs, break dancing,
rap battles, street parties and now even culture
inspired clothing lines, sneakers and accessories.
(Source: www.inthabeginning.ca/history/first.htm.)

Hip Hop has come a long way since the 70s.
Some of the more popular, ground-breaking hip-
hop artists of the late 70s and 80s include Grand
Master Flash, Afrika Bambaataa, Kool Herc, Cold
Crush, and The Fantastic Four. For many of the
people living in urban communities especially
within the boroughs of New York, the stories and
circumstances portrayed in the music were easy to
relate to because in many cases they were a reflec-
tion of the people who lived there.  Artists such as
Arrested Development, Busta Rhymes, LL Cool J,
Tribe Called Quest, and The Lost Boyz are just
some of the few more popular voices embodying
the lifestyles of the urban youth in the early to mid
90s.

Many hip-hop listeners believe that there has
been a vast change in the music in terms of lyrical
content, sound and portrayal of the culture.
Christina Boursiquot, an 18 year-old Long Island
high school senior says, “Hip-Hop is becoming
dull and over-rated and it’s a shame that a genre of
music that …had such a unique style…is now fol-
lowing the crowd and going mainstream.”   

Although most will agree that it is flattering to
be widely recognized, many still wonder if this is
affecting the distinctive innovative production that
hip-hop is primarily known for.  There is also
immense concern with regards to the change in
message over the years.  In the late 80s and early
90s the lyrical content was still generally focusing
on issues such as freedom of speech and expres-
sion of culture. However, by the later 90s, there
was more of an emphasis on more controversial
issues such as sex, drugs and crime.  The abun-
dance of money associated with success in the
music industry as well as in drug dealing were also
prominent in the lyrics.  “From standing on the
corners boppin’, to drivin’ some of the hottest cars
New York has ever seen for droppin’ some of the

hottest verses rappers ever heard” (Jay-Z, Hard
Knock Life- Ghetto Anthem, 1998).

Does the music still represent the culture or is
it the culture that is now being influenced by the
music?  Jeneva Chalian, a Human Resources
Professional, believes that “Hip-Hop is definitely
evolving into a culture with no inspiration or moti-
vation for the youth of today.”  She also stated that
when it first came to surface “hip-hop was about
life, lessons learned and overcoming ones pitfalls
in life.”  Rachel Colin, a 19-year. old student says,
“I do know that hip hop to Grand Master Flash and
Afrika Bambaataa and Run DMC is not what hip
hop is today!”  

What do these hip-hop legends have to say
about the change?  Well, according to a 1996 inter -
view with the legendary Grand Master Flash post-
ed on Daveyd.com, his response to the change in
hip-hop was  “Me, Bambaataa and Kool Herc
planted a seed.  This seed was a seed to a tree.  The
leaves symbolize different subject matter that we
can speak on.  There was a time when all these
various subject matters were utilized.  But what
has happened, we as Hip Hoppers are not fully uti-
lizing this tree.  At this point in time, I just feel that
this tree is leaning. By that I mean, I think we are
putting too much weight on one side of the tree,
when this particular genre of music allows us to
talk about many things.” 

One possible reason for the lack of lyrical cre-
ativity and exploration on the part of the artists
may be the fault of recording companies.  The
grand consensus seems to be that these companies
try to duplicate something that they know will
automatically be a hit instead of allowing the artist
to let their creative skills formulate something
innovative.

Musical styles and lyrical content tend to
change as generations pass.  Some people felt that
there is nothing wrong with the hip-hop music of
today other than the fact that it is different.    The
debate surrounding this issue may be correlated to
similar concerns that past generations continuously
have with a modern, more expressive, rebellious
youth.  Maybe hip-hop is not doomed to fail but is
just evolving into something that we can’t appreci-
ate.  19-year-old Dianna Hernandez, a current stu-
dent at Maryland University expressed a different
view. She simply stated, “You have to accept
change.”

As a result of the change in recent years, hip-
hop has gradually begun broadcasting on known

pop music stations like New York’s Z100 (100.3
FM) and KTU (103.5 FM). However, there is a
fear that as it is becoming more and more popular
every year, more artists are beginning to focus
their creativity solely on “bangin’ beats” and
catchy choruses to aid record sales and gain radio
air play.  But why is it still so popular?  Notorious
B.I.G. fan Andre Grant is a 20-year-old student at
Queensborough Community College and has a the-
ory on this matter.  This popular acceptance is a
result of a need for more uplifting, less severe
lyrics like the kind that has been depicted in past
years. “In a time when everyone is trying to forget
that...black people are tried and convicted for
something like 51% of all the murders in this coun-
try, anyone who gives an air of wealth is success-
ful.”

Is this just a phase in hip-hop history?  It
seems as if new artists are “sacrificing original
ideas and thoughts of what true hip-hop is …for
the pursuit of the dollar,” stated Lenny Patterson,
current student and hip-hop fan.  For those not
approving the present path that this music has
inevitably chosen, is it the end all for hip-hop’s
future? Zenia Duran, a St. Johns University sopho-
more stated, “Hip-Hop is coming back.”
Producers and Songwriters like The Neptunes and
Kanye West are artists who involve influences
from all around the world in their music including
African, South American, Caribbean, Old School
and even Rock.  There are a lot of artists who do
not fit the mold of today’s chart-topping pop/hip-
hop artists with lyrics that tend to contain less talk
of drugs, money, expensive cars and loose women.
Forthcoming rapper from Jamaica Queens, Frankie
Brazko, 19, said that today’s contributions are still
going to make its mark in hip-hop’s history.  He
explained, “Someone like Kanye West who is not
just a rapper but also a producer came in with his
own style.”  

From past to present, some admired and said
to be revolutionary artists range from Grand
Master Flash and Run DMC, to already legendary
artists like the late Notorious BIG, Tupac Shakur,
recently retired Jay-Z.  What lies ahead as far as
music quality and popularity is certainly unpre-
dictable.  There seems to be a shared notion that
hip-hop is not going to fade away any time soon.  

HIP-HOP: Marking Its Legacy and Possible Decline 
BY TIFFANY L. PATTERSON
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Here are the current players: George W. Bush,
John Kerry, and Ralph Nader. Here is the game:
American Politics. Here is where you come in:
You single handedly have the power to decide the
outcome of this political shuffle. 

Lately this game has felt like it is way out of
your hands. Yes, I know, I too voted and the wrong
person was chosen. I empathize with you. You are
probably feeling like most people did after the
2000 Presidential election, that your vote does not
really count. Maybe at first glance this could be
considered true. The Electoral College does how-
ever decide who will hold the titles of President
and Vice President, but you must understand your
role in relation to the Electoral College to really
know where you fit in, not only as a voter but as a
citizen. Voting is a theory. Some may argue that
this theory is greatly flawed in the United States,
but before we can argue for change we must first
understand how exactly the system works. 

Here is a brief history lesson for all of those of
you who were absent the day the Electoral College
was discussed in History 101 or just don’t remem-
ber the basics. When you cast a ballot for presi-
dent and vice president, you are voting for officials
called electors who are assigned to each presiden-
tial candidate. The electors have only one responsi-
bility: to select the president and vice president.
Each presidential candidate has a slate of electors
assigned to them. When the candidate wins the
popular vote in a state, the electors assigned to that
candidate are the ones who vote in the Electoral
College. In most cases the candidate who wins the
popular vote also wins the Electoral College vote.
BUT... If the election is close, as was the election
of 2000, the Electoral College may end up picking
a candidate who did not receive most of the popu-
lar vote. The candidate who wins the presidency is
the one who wins a majority of the Electoral
College votes, rather than a majority of the popular
vote.

So now you are probably saying “Why should
I vote if I don’t really vote? 

BECAUSE...Not only are you given the right
as a citizen of this country, if you do not influence
the Electoral College to put your choice in office,
then you may get the other guy, AGAIN. You elect
the electors. They are your representatives. They

speak and act on your behalf. If you do not put
them there, then whoever does will get their candi-
date into office and you will then be left to com-
plain, AGAIN. 

The voting process actually takes longer than
most of you would imagine. It does not really con-
clude until weeks after the actual election has
ended. Under normal circumstances the candidate
who receives the popular vote by a large margin is
reported to you that night. Electors merely ratify
the results of the popular vote later in December.

Why is this so important? Because we are lit -
erally in the middle of election season. Many
unregistered voters literally only have weeks
before they can be shut out of the entire election
process. You have to first register with the board of
elections before you can participate in any election
and this process can take a bit of time. This means
for all of you 18 and over, pick up your voter regis-
tration cards and complete them. 

There are very serious issues on the table. The
draft is up for debate. Many of us do not remember
the draft because the last time it was implemented
was in Vietnam. And here’s a brief synopsis of
Vietnam: lots of Americans were forced to join the
service in order to go overseas to fight a war that
many did not agree with. Lots of those Americans
died in a place that they felt they had no business
being in, and neither did the rest of the world. And
many that came back were worse off than they
originally started. Hmmm…sound familiar. 

Increased taxes, as always, are on the table.
Education costs and availability for many are hot
topics that affect you directly. The ever looming
Social Security Reform is also up for discussion.
These are just a few of the issues to be addressed.

Of course voting for one single person cannot
fix ALL of the problems with the country. But it
can help on the road to improvements. In today’s
global climate we are forced to be political partici-
pants, whether or not we particularly care to be.

It’s one thing to not know and be thrown in
the middle of something. But if you have the
option to educate yourself and participate and you
don’t, it becomes harder to cry foul in the end,
because you either did or did not elect President X.

Election 2004
BY NURATU OTULANA

FRIENDS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

most programs. However, Friends has taken each
of these situations and flown with them. The rea-
son this has worked is because we love these
characters. For a half hour each week they are
real. They are people we know and are happy and
in some cases sad for. 

Not only has the show touched the lives of
the American public, but throughout Hollywood.
The show has been the hot spot for many celebri-
ty guests. Everyone from Julia Roberts, Tom
Selleck, Billy Crystal and Robin Williams, Bruce
Willis, Rebecca Romijin Stamos, Reese
Witherspoon, Ralph Lauren, of course, Brad Pitt
and countless others have lined up to be on the
show. Why? Because it’s a modern classic. This
show will go down in the silver screen hall of
fame.

Friends also gave birth to some of our times
funniest comedic actors, whom I am sure will go
on to great things. We all wish Jennifer, David,
Courtney, Lisa, Matt and Matthew the best. They
deserve it for ten years of great entertainment.

However, with the end of Friends here there
is one question on the minds of the fans. What do
we do Thursday nights at 8:00? The end of the
Friends era is going to leave a large void in
American pop culture. Is there anything out there
willing, and most importantly, able to take on the
challenge?

With World Series appearances in four of the last six seasons, the New York Yankees are off to one of the worst starts of their illustrious dynasty.  As of
April 28, 2004 the Yankees record is nine wins and eleven losses.  Their division rivals the Boston Red Sox, are off to a great start this season.  With the record
of 13 wins and seven losses the Sox have a four ? game lead over the defending American League Champion Yankees.  The Yankees didn’t help themselves out
by losing six out of seven games to the Sox, especially getting swept at Yankee Stadium.  So what are the reasons for the Yankees horrible start to the 2004 sea-
son?

There are many different possibilities on why the Yankees aren’t playing to their teams potential.  The first problem in the Yankees start of the season is
pitching.  Mike Mussina, the ace of the staff this year is off to a (1-3) record.  If the Yankees are going to go far this season, they need Mussina to win at least 15
games which he has done plenty of times.  Hopefully Mussina is off to a bad start and will pick it up the slack as the season goes on.  Jose Contreras, on the
other hand, has not been pitching to potential the last two seasons, so I’m starting to get the idea that he just isn’t good at all.  

Back in 2002, the Yankees and Boston battled for Contreras, the Cuban star pitcher, who of course, the Yankees won by offering a larger contract.  But the
question I ask is who lucked out in this deal, the Yankees or the Red Sox?  Opinions may vary from Yes to No, but Contreras hasn’t shown anything yet to get
respect from me when he is on the mound.  With a (0-2) record and an ERA over 10, who would be?  The other two Yankees starting pitchers, Javier Vasquez
and Kevin Brown, are throwing the ball the best this season for the Yankees.  Hopefully, they will keep up the good work and lead New York to another World
Series appearance and hopefully win our first one in over four years.  

Another reason the Yankees are on a downfall is their hitting.  With the lineup they have, there should be no doubt in my mind or anyone else’s that they
should score at least five to six runs a game easy.  With a batting lineup where Star Shortstop Derek Jeter leads off, Bernie Williams batting 2nd, last years AL
MVP Alex Rodriguez batting 3rd, the 2000 AL MVP Jason Giambi batting cleanup in the DH slot or playing first base, one of the RBI leaders last year Gary
Sheffield batting 5th, All Star Catcher Jorge Posada batting 6th, the Japanese Monster Hideki Matsui (Godzilla) batting 7th, and either Miguel Cairo or Enrique
Wilson batting 8th, depending on if a right handed or left handed pitcher is throwing, and either Kenny Lofton, Tony Clark, or Giambi in the DH position,
depending on how manager Joe Torre sees best for the team.  With this devastating lineup, no team should beat the New York Yankees.

It’s very ironic how the battles for players in recent seasons between the Red Sox and Yankees have gone for both teams.  The battle over
2003 AL MVP Alex Rodriguez also known as A-Rod and the Jose Contreras battle which the Yankees won both battles with use of massive amounts of  money.
Irony comes into play right about now  with Contreras’ tough first two seasons, and A-Rod’s recent hitting slumps, these battles might not have been worth win-
ning.  Where are the Red Sox in the standings?  Red Sox are in first place, and they will stay there unless the Yankees start to play the baseball that we all know
they can play and hopefully they will bring NYC their 27th World Championship and another parade through the streets on New York.  

Yankees Off to a Bad Start
BY DANIEL WOODS




