
“Never doubt that a small, group of thought-
ful, committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has,” stated
Margaret Mead. This is one of the quotes shared at
the panel discussion on the USA PATRIOT Act.
The forum, organized by Dr. Peter Bales, assistant
professor of the Political Science and History
Department, and Student Government Day
President Jorge Fanjul, was held on Wednesday,
March 3, in lecture hall 111 of the Science
Building. 

The USA PATRIOT Act is an acronym for
Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing
Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and
Obstruct Terrorism. There were five panelists who
unanimously agreed that the USA PATRIOT ACT
presents a challenge to academic freedom and ulti-
mately the American Constitution and our basic
civil liberties provided for in the Bill of Rights.

The forum commenced with President
Eduardo Marti giving welcoming remarks and
defining the Patriot Act, the reason for concern,
and the need for action. As the first panelist speak-
er, Student Government President Jorge Fanjul set
the tone for the debate. 

The USA PATRIOT Act was enacted forty-
five days after September 11, 2001 to make it easi-
er for government officials to monitor communi-
cations to combat terrorism. Under the PATRIOT
Act, for example, the government does not need to
show probable cause to tap anyone’s telephone,
monitor voice mail and email, scrutinize web sites
individuals visit, and obtain records of books and
materials purchased at college bookstores or bor-

rowed from college libraries. It has been reported
that foreign students have encountered roadblocks
to continuing their education in the United States.
The PATRIOT Act is believed to be a euphemism
for limiting and violating the rights of American
citizens—and this is being done in the name of
national security. 

The panelists included Udi Ofer, an attorney
at the New York Civil Liberties Union, and direc-
tor of its New York Bill of Rights Defense
Campaign, Julie Anderson and adjunct instructor
teaching American Government and Politics at
QCC. She is currently defending her dissertation
entitled “Intelligence and Democracy Continuity
and Change in the Russian Intelligence Services
and the Political-Economic Transition.” 

Nancy Romer is a professor of Psychology
and Director of the Brooklyn College Community

Partnership. She chairs the PSC’s Peace and
Justice Committee and has worked on the passage
of New York City Council Resolution 909 that
challenges many of the features of the USA
PATRIOT Act that threatens civil liberties. 

Bonnie R. Nelson is a Professor and
Associate Librarian for Information Systems at the
Lloyd Sealy Library, John Jay College of Criminal
Justice. These panelists believed that the rights of
all inhabitants of this country are being violated by
this act.  

According to the national government, in
order to protect and provide security, our inalien-
able rights have to be suspended. To an unprece-
dented degree, the USA Patriot Act sacrifices our
political freedoms in the name of national security
and upsets the democratic values that define our
nation by consolidating vast new powers in the
executive branch of government. The Act
enhances the executive’s ability to conduct sur-
veillance and gather intelligence, places an array
of new tools at the disposal of the prosecution,
including new crimes, enhanced penalties, and
longer statutes of limitations, and grants the
Immigration and Naturalization Service the
authority to detain immigrants suspected of terror-
ism for lengthy, and in some cases indefinite, peri-
ods of time. And at the same time that the Act
inflates the powers of the executive, it insulates
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First Political Forum on QCC Campus 
Debates Patriot Act

By Ryan Petgrave

The issue of gay marriage has been a hot
topic for quite some time now, but as a new presi-
dential election is quickly approaching, more and
more states are deliberating over whether or not to
allow same sex couples the right to marry.

Just in time for Valentine’s Day the city of
San Francisco began distributing marriage licens-
es. Over 1200 couples from around the country
flocked to San Francisco’s City Hall all seeking a
common goal to obtain a marriage license. One
couple who had been together for over thirty years
and is now in their late seventies were overjoyed
to finally have the ability to make their long
standing love and commitment to each other legal
at last.

San Francisco, California, is not the first
place to make a legal a union between same sex
couples possible. Back in 2000, the state of
Vermont set a precedent by becoming the first
state to grant a civil union to same sex couples.
This was made possible due to former Vermont
Governor and former Democratic presidential
candidate Howard Dean.

At the center of the current debate over gay

marriage is the state of Massachusetts which in
November ruled by the state’s Supreme Judicial
Court that it was unconstitutional to ban gay cou-
ples from marrying. In February the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled that
there is constitutionally no adequate reason why
lesbians and gays should not be allowed to marry,
clearing the way for the state to issue marriage
licenses to same sex couples. With that said the
state House and Senate are faced with a variety of
possible amendments and outcomes that either
way will result in controversy on either opposing
sides of this issue. Any constitutional amendment
would have to get 101 votes in the constitutional
convent which is a joint session of state House
and Senate. It would have to take 101 votes again
in the 2005-2006 legislative session, and then
would need approval of voters in November 2006.

The debate is over what exactly defines a
marriage in the eyes of the law. President Bush
has been very outspoken on this issue, arguing
that marriage is and should remain solely between
a man and a woman. Current Democratic presi-

Separate But Unequal –The Politics of
Gay Marriage

BY ELIZABETH TEITELBAUM
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You are the star athlete on your college’s
baseball team. Lately, your performance has hit an
all time high. You are running, batting, and pitch-
ing faster. Your coach as well as your teammates
cannot believe the astonishing improvement that
you have made in only three short weeks. The
other players on your team are even starting to
grow increasingly suspicious not only because of
your high energy performance ability, but because
of your sudden aggression and temper, and as they
rightfully should be. 

Little do your coach and teammates know, but
you are using steroids .How would you feel if your
school suddenly made the decision to implement
routine drug testing on all the college sports
teams? Random drug testing for illegal perfor-
mance enhancing supplements on sports teams
both professional and minor league are used to
both discourage players from their use, and to
keep them safe from the bodily harm they cause. 

Steroids can make an athlete reach their goal
of becoming faster, stronger, and able to train
longer than they ever had before.  They increase

the users strength, but at what cost? The common
side effects of steroids are:

Jaundice and liver damage because these sub-
stances are normally broken down in the liver. 

Mood swings, depression, and aggression,
because they act of various parts of the brain

In Males the excessive concentrations of
testosterone interfere with sexual function and
bodie characteristics causing:

• baldness
• infertility
• breast development
In females the excess of testosterone causes

male characteristics:
• deepening of voice due to the thickening of

the vocal cords
• growth of hair on the face and body
• interference with the menstrual cycle
The appeal of anabolic steroids is that they

build up muscle and bone mass by stimulating the
muscle and bone cells to make new protein. This is
why athletes use anabolic steroids.

Drug Testing and College Sports
BY ELIZABETH TEITELBAUM, RABEYA HASAN, LEE SHELLEY, DANNY WOODS, AND EDWARDO RUIZ

Mayor Bloomberg has proposed a plan that could effectively shut down New York City, the city that
never sleeps, at 1 A.M.  Bloomberg, who is being referred to as ‘the big municipal nanny’ by some
bar/club goers, issued the proposal partly in response to an increase in late night noise complaints associ-
ated with bar and club revelers.  Ironically, this wasn’t much of a problem before the city smoking ban
was put into affect last year.  At any rate, the mayor’s new plan would require all bars and clubs to
acquire a special two-year nightlife license to stay open after 1 A.M. 

At this point, there is a certain amount of skepticism about whether or not Bloomberg will actually
be able to get this new proposal passed.  It seems ludicrous that such a proposal will ever be made into
law, but as Mr. Zuckerman of the New York Nightlife Association notes, “Last year all of our members
thought that the smoking ban proposed by Mayor Bloomberg would never happen in NYC. And guess
what? We were wrong.”  This time around, the Nightlife Assn. has made it known that they will fight
long and hard against this proposed plan.  David Rabin, president of the New York Nightlife Assn. and
co-owner of city hotspot Lotus, says, “This bill will end up closing New York at 1 A.M..  It’s no longer
going to be the city that never sleeps.  We’re united on this — everyone from the little bars to the biggest
nightclubs.  The best-run bar in the entire universe could not stay open under the conditions in this pro-
posal.”  

It’s very sad indeed to think that should this proposal be made law, New York will no longer be
known as the city that never sleeps.  Instead, as someone recently said, it will be known as the city that
was put to bed at 1 A.M. 

New York Nightlife Under Attack
BY ISABEL DETTMER, ERICA ROBB, RYAN PETGRAVE AND RYAN ENRIQUEZ

the exercise of these powers from meaningful
judicial and congressional oversight.  

For yet another time in American history, it
is the people who must fulfill their time-honored
duty to restore the fundamental principles upon
which our nation was founded. That task cannot
be left to judges or politicians or anyone else. It is
our duty. The duty of every person who lives in
America, citizen and non-citizen alike, to take
back the government, to lead it back to the true
path from which it has strayed so far, to light the
path to liberty and justice for all. These were the
sentiments of the presenters at the panel. Student
Government President Fanjul remarked, “We
never had a political forum at Queensborough
before and this is the beginning of student
involvement in issues and concerns that deter-
mine the future of this great country.”

dential hopeful John Kerry also agrees with Bush
in opposing gay marriage yet affirms that some
sort of basic rights should be granted to lesbian
and gay couples.

Many believe that the issue of legalizing
same sex marriage is an issue of granting basic
human rights to all. We live in a country where
everybody is believed to be allowed the same
rights as human beings regardless of religious
beliefs. We live in a country that is supposed to
be free of discrimination. Many believe that by
denying gays the right to marry is discrimination.
Others believe that gay marriage will destroy a
moralistic principle that says that marriage is
between a man and a woman.

With three states issuing some form of legal
acknowledgment of same sex unions, there is no
doubt that this issue will continue to gain momen-
tum in the years to come. It is up to the American
public to elect leaders that have the same princi-
ples on topics such as this in order to determine
the outcome on this very controversial yet equally
important issue.

Within the time that this article was written
and published the city of New Paltz, New York,
began distributing marriage licenses. The mayor
of New Paltz, Jason West,  is currently facing
charges for illegally distributing licenses, but he
is continuing to perform marriage ceremonies
based on his interpretation of the U.S.
Constitution.

Separate But
Equal

Continued from page 1

Patriot Act
Continued from page 1
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Once again, legislation has been introduced to
the state Assembly calling for a raise in the mini-
mum wage level.  New York has not seen an
increase since 1997 when the federal government
raised the minimum wage to $5.15 an hour.  Under
the proposed legislation, the minimum level would
be raised to $6 an hour on October 1 and would
continue to increase until it reached $7.10 by
January 1, 2006.

According to NYPIRG, an increase in the min-
imum wage would benefit over 1 million New
Yorkers.  Currently, just about 700,000 workers
make between $5.15 and $6.99 an hour, while
another 500,000 bring in between $7 and $8 an
hour.  All of these people are likely to benefit from
a boost in pay as a result of a minimum wage
increase.  It would primarily benefit working
adults, especially women, African – Americans,
Latinos and immigrants.  

There are currently twelve states that have the
minimum wage set above that of the federal gov-

ernment.  The last time there was an attempt to
increase the minimum wage in New York was in
2002.  The measure was approved by the State
Assembly, but rejected by the State Senate.  Frank
Lombardi of the New York Daily News has report-
ed that the Assembly Democrats have passed bills
to increase the minimum wage again and again,
only to have them held up by the Republican - con-
trolled Senate.  And, Governor Pataki has stated
that he favors following the federal lead on the
minimum wage issue, meaning he has no plans of
raising the minimum wage until the federal govern-
ment does so.  This may not occur anytime in the
near future.  According to a U.S. State Data web-
site, a Democratic measure introduced by Senator
Edward Kennedy, D. - Mass., would have raised
the federal minimum wage to $5.75 an hour in
2002, $6.25 in 2003 and $6.65 in 2004, but opposi-
tion from business groups makes it improbable that
a federal minimum wage increase will happen any-
time soon.

So, the question remains, what will happen to
the minimum wage increase bill this year?  Will it
again be shelved by the State Senate, or will those
of us making under $9 an hour soon be getting a
pay raise?  While prior precedents point to the for-
mer, I, for one, am hoping for the latter.

The city has been in deficit for two years.
Since spring of 2003 students experienced a tuition
hike because of this. Students are directly affected
both financially and mentally by this increased
tuition. Vanessa Corchado, a student of QCC is one
of many students having trouble with the hike. “I
work to pay for college, and I take out loans.” “I
won’t let the tuition hike affect my graduation date;
I will take out more loans.”

Like the rest of the students Vanessa Corchado
is trying to pay for college. Is it worth the increase?

Maybe QCC has better equipment, or the structure
of CUNY is improving. Students reply, “I haven’t
noticed any changes in QCC or the CUNY sys-
tem.”

Since the CUNY system has a large number of
students who don’t vote, the government finds it
easier to raise tuition fees or cut student budgets,
such as TAP, to close the deficit.

According to “AJ”  the project coordinator of
NYPIRG at QCC, there were many participants to
help prevent the tuition hike.  Two of the many

supporters Steavisky and Wapirn who represent
education, promised they would do their best to
prevent a tuition hike. Also, students of
Stonybrook, Old Westbury, Brooklyn, Hunter,
Syracuse, QCC,  and Albany took part in a “Walk
Across the State,” a walk from Stonybrook to
Albany to help protest against the tuition hike.
Other actions were taken to help prevent the hike
such as sending letters, protesting, and legislative
visits.

Minimum Wage Debate Echoes Past Opposition
BY ISABEL DETTMER

CUNY Tuition Hike Empties Pockets
BY JOHN BRUNO
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According to canine vaccine manufacturers, such as Merial, Pfizer, Fort
Dodge Animal Health and Schering Plough, dogs should be vaccinated annu-
ally. But last year, the AAHA (American Animal Hospital Association) came
up with new vaccine guidelines. Thy believe that core vaccines should be
given tri-annually instead of annually. This has stirred up much controversy in
the animal medical field. Veterinarians aren’t sure how frequently they should
vaccinate.

“It’s recommended, not required, that veterinarians place vaccines in one
of two categories when developing a vaccine protocol for their practice: core
or non-core,” says Dr. Richard Ford, on the AAHA taskforce and professor of
medicine at North Carolina State University. This separates the vital vaccines
from the vaccines which are used upon the veterinarian’s own discretion. Core
vaccines include rabies, canine parvovirus vaccine, canine adenovirus-2
(hepatitis vaccine), and distemper vaccines. These are to be given every year.

Some vaccines didn’t even make the cut. Giardia was cut because there
isn’t even a test available for the disease and the vaccine has not been proven
to prevent infection. Canine adenovirus-1 was but because studies shows that
it can cause visual impairment in dogs. “We’re not recommending coron-
avirus because the disease isn’t significant. The vaccine is safe, there just isn’t

a disease to go with it,”
Ford says.

Dr. Stuart Goldenbert,
owner of The Sunnyside
Animal Pet Healthcare
Center felt some uncertain-
ty about the new vaccine
guidelines and is now
waiting for final modifica-
tions to be made before
adopting the new protocols
in his practice. “I definite-
ly have more questions
than answers right now
and hear there will be changes made to the guidelines. I need to feel I can trust
these recommendations before I practice them because the transition can be
bumpy with clients. For now, I vaccinate every dog for distemper, hepatitis,
parvovirus, parainfluenza, bordetella, coronavirus, leptospirs, lymes disease
and rabies annually.”

Dr. Brett Herrin, owner of Monett Animal Hospital says, “It’s an impos-
sible situation. I could get sued for vaccinating an animal either too often or
not often enough. Before I stop vaccinating my clients’ pets annually, I want
proof that immunity lasts for three years.”

Although the AAHA provided vaccines manufacturers with a preview of
the new guidelines, many people involved in the animal health industry just
wanted to be more involved in the process. Dr. John Albers, executive direc-
tor of the AAHA says they have an open door policy and will listen to any
comments or concerns from industry officials or from the profession although
it’s unlikely any more revisions will be made to the guidelines at this time.
Adam Yankowsky, director of sales and marketing for Biocor Animal Health
said, “I don’t expect them to run everything by us. They do what they want to
do, but when it affects manufacturing, we hopefully would have some input
because we’re also held to the guidelines of the USDA.”
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In a 1996 study conducted on eating disorders it was learned that 8,203
girls and 6,769 boys were dieting to control weight and binge eating. But the
results were opposite to the goal of weight loss; instead, the boys and girls
gained more weight by binge eating and taking dieting pills. 

Medical data suggest that for many adolescents, dieting to control weight
is not only ineffective, it may generally promote weight gain. Bulimic people
gain more weight because of overeating. Young teenagers worry about their
weight when there is nothing to worry about. A risk was found for anxiety dis-
orders, cardiovascular symptoms, chronic fatigue, and depressive disorders. 

Recent research evidence was found that the development of these eating
disorders come from socio-cultural factors like  media, peer influence, family
factors, low self esteem and body dissatisfaction. According to a new study
published by the Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine Association, media usual-
ly feed weight problems of teenage girls. Young teenagers want to look like
thin celebrities, so they can be appreciated by others.

Eating disorders during adolescence can lead to the risk for physical and
mental disorders during adulthood. Girls with eating disorders can do major
damage to their bodies. Restricting what you eat can make you sick — like
feeling nauseous, tired, dizzy, or irritable. If this behavior goes on too long, it
can disrupt your menstrual cycle, dry out your hair and skin, and might even
cause osteoporosis- a disease of the bones. Bulimia destroys the esophagus.
Anorexia can cause heart problems and liver problems.  But the physical prob-
lems are only half the story. The emotional problems can be serious, too. An
unhealthy attitude towards food and body is the main problem and worst of all,
the more people begin to obsess about what they are eating or not eating, the
less they care about other things like school, friends, or other activities.
Research shows that 18% of all people with anorexia nervosa will die prema-
turely. 

It clear now that this eating disorder doesn’t reduce weight, but instead,
produces weight gain and causes damage to the body. There are many factors
that lead to eating disorders like media, criticism from friends and families,
low self esteem. But young people should know that the side effects of eating
disorders occur in adulthood. Finally, dieting pills, binge eating, and bulimia
do not even help the person lose weight. So, these eating disorders are
unhealthy and cause the person to weigh more than lose. It’s not beneficial at
all. In most cases, it was found that these eating disorders lead to early death.

Eating Disorders Cause
Weight Gain Instead of

Weight Loss
BY RABEYA HASAN

The Real Download: 
There’s More To Music Than

Meets the Ears
BY KATHRYN BONELLI

During the 46th Annual GRAMMY Awards held on February 8th in L.A.,
the president of the Recording Academy, Neil Portnow, announced the new
campaign tactic against music piracy on the web. The site is called What’s The
Download.com. “WhatsTheDownload.com fills the crucial need for consumer
information about the impact of illegal downloading. The site provides an
overview of the issues, quotes from music-makers and artists offering personal
perspectives on file-swapping, a message board where consumers can connect
with one another and discuss downloading, a news and information section,
and an opt-in eNewsletter called “The Download” that keeps consumers up-to-
date on various file-swapping news. Additionally, the site includes in-depth
information about copyright laws and a comprehensive listing of legitimate
online music retailers.” 

On this easy-to-navigate site, there are ten “quick access to content” sec-
tions (with appropriate sub-sections) that are filled with “need to know” infor-
mation for all music lovers. The sites’ “What’s The Controversy” section is an
overview of illegal downloading debate. Since September of 2003, the
Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) has been issuing lawsuits
against people who allegedly downloaded and/or who have file-swapped copy-
righted music over the Internet for free. This, sometimes viewed as a harsh
step, has literally split both the entertainment and consumer worlds into two,
the “Anti-Free Downloading” and “Pro-Free Downloading.” The “Anti-Free
Downloaders” believe that copyrighted music should be sold not downloaded
for free because of the lost of revenues for all involved with the song. While
the “Pro-Free Downloaders” think that it’s not going to hurt the music industry
and that they shouldn’t have to pay for an entire album if they only like that
one song. 

The “What’s the Controversy” section gives the reader an opportunity to
know all the possible information one can need on both sides of this hot topic.
With this information known the reader (AKA consumer) can make a well
informed decision about downloading on the web. If they need help to find
music that is legal to download on the web, they can go to the “Get Music
Now” section of the website. This page is a resource for music lovers to find
out where to get music legally on the Internet. 

To this date RIAA has issued 1,445 lawsuits in its campaign against indi-
viduals suspected of illegally trading music files over the Internet. According
to Cary Sherman, President of RIAA, “Our campaign against illegal file shar-
ers is not missing a beat. The message to illegal file sharers should be as clear
as ever — we can and will continue to bring lawsuits on a regular basis against
those who illegally distribute copyrighted music.” But still many people don’t
know why the RIAA has not been looking at the consumer’s side fully. 

“Many people will still download illegally until they get caught.  For kids
that are in college, that live on a campus where sharing music files with each
other is simple and sharing it with outsiders is almost as simple, there doesn’t
seem to be too much reason to not download music for free,” a person stated
who answered our random online survey about the downloading “controversy”
and “Whatsthedownload.com.” Mostly everyone who answered the survey
stated the same but also said that the site “helps people become aware of the
different sides of free downloading and the legal alternatives.” 

In time we all will see if or if not “What’s The Download” campaign will
truly help in the music industry’s crusade against music privacy.  If a medium
can be reached between both parties and if everyone will know “there’s more
to music than meets the ears.”

New Vaccine Guidelines For Your Pet: 
Canine Vaccine Controversy

BY HELEN KO
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It’s a new year at Queensborough Community
College (QCC) as it welcomes its new Vice
President for Student Affairs, Ellen Hartigan.  Vice
President (VP) Hartigan officially took office on
January 6, 2004, filling the position after Dr. Patricia
Evanoski retired last year 2003. 

VP Hartigan has had much experience working
with faculty, staff and students and has twenty years
of experience in higher education. According to a
recent QCC  press release, VP Hartigan’s education
began at Marist College where she received her
bachelor’s degree (cum laude) in American Studies
and graduated from Fairfield University receiving
her master’s in educational administration. 

Vice President Hartigan also has an advanced
certificate from the Institute on College Admissions
– Harvard University.  Prior to becoming the new
VP for Student Affairs, she has been with
Polytechnic for fifteen years where she served as the
VP for Student Affairs and Alumni Development as
well as the university’s Dean of Admissions.  She
has also worked in similar capacities at several pri-
vate universities and colleges.

A beaming VP Hartigan is excited to be at
Queensborough even though she wasn’t looking for
a job. She was nominated for the position and came
to visit the campus. She pointed out that she was
happy with what she saw and felt. She said,
“Meeting with staff, faculty and some students made
a difference…it felt like a distinguished college, and
I knew I would be able to make a difference.” 

But that didn’t finalize her decision until she
met with Dr. Marti, QCC’s President, whose influ-
ence was the reason she came here. Hartigan was
impressed with his vision for the students and

today’s CUNY system and added, “He is dedicated
to his mission.” 

VP Hartigan also added, “There’s a definite
sense of community, students are motivated, respect-
ful. The mindset of the faculty is incredible and ded-
icated with impressive credentials …throw in talent-
ed, experienced and professional. The three ingredi-
ents add up to a warm community that works well
together.”

As the new VP for Student Affairs, and as a
member of the President’s Cabinet, her role has just
begun, but she assumes the role with confidence, one
of commitment and leadership.

VP Hartigan also speaks highly of Dr.
Evanoski: “A seasoned, experienced and intelligent
leader — Dr. Evanoski. I’m very fortunate to come
into a division that is well run.”

VP Hartigan’s responsibilities lie in providing
leadership to formulate college policies that create a
supportive environment for educational success and
student development. Her responsibilities also reach
out to the following areas: Recruitment and
Admission, Counseling, Financial Aid, Career
Services, Services for students with Disabilities,
College Discovery, International Student Services
and Immigration Center, Student Activities, Health
Services, Child Care, Students’ Judicial Affairs and
several grant-funded programs such as CSTEP,
COPE and Liberty Partnership.

With the responsibilities also come the chal-
lenges. When asked about the challenges she faces,
VP Hartigan said, “Focusing better ways of retaining
students, constituting better ways to finance educa-
tion and having them complete their degrees.” She
went on further to say that she plans on achieving

success by developing
a new team of people
called “The Enroll-
ment Managers” and
“ R e l a t i o n s h i p
Managers.” 

“The Enrollment
Managers team will
develop and help stu-
dents plan …. It’s a
simple and stream line
process,” explained
Hartigan. The
Relationship Managers will be more like mentors
that will help in navigating the student’s path. Thus,
the Relationship Managers can be anyone that works
at QCC such as VP Hartigan herself or even Dr.
Marti. She also mentioned that with her many years
of experience in the private field, she has adopted
the philosophy: “Everything we do must be focused
on the customer (the student).” 

Having achieved her goals and given the oppor-
tunity to work in a diverse setting at QCC with so
much to offer was rewarding for VP Hartigan. She
says, “It’s such an education to be part of the multi-
cultural activities on campus because I learn, too.”

“I’m proud to work for the CUNY system
which is currently enjoying a rejuvenation and
happy to be part of it,” says Ellen Hartigan.

VP Hartigan looks forward to meeting and
working with the QCC students. She holds an “open
door” policy where students can stop by her office in
the Library Bldg., Room L-412. Call  (718) 631-
6351 or email EHartigan@qcc.cuny.edu with any
question or concerns.

Getting To Know the New VP for Student Affairs:
An Experienced Queens Native

BY BIBI INSHAN

Ellen Hartigan, Vice
President for Student

Affairs
(Courtesy of QCC Marketing and

Communication Department)
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What you need to know about . . . IDENTITY
THEFT

Identity theft is the fastest growing crime in
America today. Identity theft requires only a few
pieces of valid personal information. With them,
thieves can apply for and receive credit cards or
debit cards in your name. Your credit can be quickly
damaged and your efforts to correct these problems
can become a nightmare.

The acquisition of key pieces of identity, such
as name, address, date of birth, social security num-
ber and mother’s maiden name, enable the imper-
sonation to occur. This information allows the iden-
tity thief to commit numerous forms of fraud which
include, but are not limited to, taking over the vic-
tim’s financial accounts, opening new bank
accounts, purchasing automobiles, applying for
credit cards, loans and social security benefits, rent-
ing apartments, and establishing accounts with utili-
ty and telephone service providers.

Web sites sell the personal information from
your credit report. Presently, there is no way of pre-
venting this from happening.

The identity thief has many ways to gain access
to your information. It can be obtained from uncol-
lected mail sitting in your mailbox, personal infor-
mation carelessly thrown in the garbage, dishonest
retail or restaurant employees or by the theft of your
wallet or pocketbook.

How do the thieves assume your identity? They
may rent a mailbox, usually at a package shipping
center. Then, they fill out a change of address card
on your account using the address from the center
and the mailbox number. They begin running up
charges on your accounts. The bills then go to the
new address and you may not find out about it for a
few billing cycles, if at all.

The thieves aren’t going to pay the bills or they
may just pay the minimum to keep the credit cards
company "happy", prolonging the time it takes for
you to find out about the problem. When they stop
paying the bill all together or write bad checks, the
delinquent accounts appear on your credit report.

How to prevent becoming a victim . . . 
• Shred all bills, credit card charge receipts,

credit applications, insurance forms, bank state-
ments, expired charge cards, and pre-approved credit
offers before throwing them in the garbage.

• Do not providesonal information simply
because someone asks for it or because it is asked
for on a form, questionair or product registration
card.

• Do not give out your social security number
freely.

• Promptly remove mail from your mailbox. If
going on vacation, make arrangements for someone
to take the mail for you or call the U.S. Postal
Service at 1-800-275-8777 and request a "vacation
hold" on your mail.

• Place outgoing mail in post office collection
boxes or at your local post office.

• Never give personal information over the tele-
phone, such as your social security number, date of
birth, mother’s maiden name, credit card number of
bank PIN number, unless you initiated the call.
Make sure you release this information only when
necessary.

• Don’t carry extra credit cards in your wallet or
pocketbook. Cancel the ones you no longer use.

• Order credit bureau credit reports once a year
to check for fraudulent activity or other discrepan-
cies.

• Sign all new credit cards upon receiving them

in the mail.
• Never leave receipts at the ATM, store

counter, self-serve gas pump or in tash cans. Keep
track of all paperwork and destroy those you no
longer need.

• Memorize your social security number and
passwords. NEVER write them down and carry
them in your wallet or pocketbook.

• Keep track of when routine financial state-
ments should arrive in the mail. Contact the issuing
ban or company, if one doesn’t arrive. Review state-
ments to verify all charges.

• Never loan anyone your credit cards.

What to do if you become a victim . . . 
• Contact all creditors, by telephone and in writ-

ing, to inform them of the situation.
• Notify the police.
If you are the victim of identity theft, call each

credit bureau with a national database and ask to
have a "Fraud Alert/Victim Impact" statement
placed in your credit files. Also request that all cred-
itors contact you before they open any new accounts
in your name. The following contact information is
provided to assist identity theft victims:
Equifax www.equifax.com 1-800-685-1111
Experian www.experian.com 1-888-397-3742
Trans Union www.tuc.com 1-800-916-8800

I would like to thank the 111 Pct. And the
NYPD Crime Prevention Section who supplied this
information.

If you have any questions or would like some-
one to address your club meeting, etc., regarding
Safety on Campus, please feel free to call the
Security & Public Safety Office at 718-631-6320 or
6384.

PUBLIC SAFETY CORNER
Joseph Cunningham

Director of Security & Public Safety

Representatives from some of New York’s
biggest media companies were in attendance at the
Fourth Annual Student Media Conference on
February 20, 2004.  The conference was held at the
CUNY Graduate Center, home of the CUNY TV
station.  The admission was free, guests were wel-
comed with a full breakfast and schedule of the
day’s events programmed between 8:15 A.M. and 3
P.M. 

Media professionals ranging from
CUNY professors to staff investiga-
tors, reporters, editors, producers and
columnists from major newspaper and
broadcasting companies were speakers
in two series of panels all focusing in
helping the students prepare for
careers in the media industry.  Each
series lasted an hour and included four
separate panels.  Among the panel top-
ics in the first series was Get Me out
of Here: From Classroom to the
Newsroom with NY1 reporter Itay
Hod discussing how to make the “tran-
sition from student to professional
journalist and segueing an internship
into a job.” In the second series, the Job Search Prep
panel was overcrowded with students interested in
learning “basic skills of writing a resume, preparing
for an interview, and developing a salary request”
with Ingrid Tineo, Assistant Director of the Career
Development Center at Baruch College. 

After the series of panels, keynote speaker for
this exclusive CUNY event and 2001 National
Emmy Award Winning CBS correspondent, Byron
Pitts was invited onto the stage.  Pitts, also a four-
time Associated Press award winner, insisted on
having “conversation” with the audience as opposed
to a lecture.  He spoke on his plight associated with

his successful rise in the media industry.  Students
seemed to respond well to Pitts’ very warm and
down-to-earth presence as he answered numerous
questions as well as handing out personal business
cards at the end of the event.  He also stated that he
would help anyone and everyone he could in the
room because he believes in “Paying it Forward.”

Also in attendance were CUNY Chancellor,
Matthew Goldstein and Secretary of
the Board of Trustees & Vice
Chancellor for University Relations,
Jay Hershenson who discussed the
introduction of the new CUNY
School of Journalism, an intensive
one-year master’s degree program
scheduled to open in the fall of 2005.  

The biggest benefit from the
conference was the Career and
Internship Fair scheduled from
12:30-3:00 P.M. along with a box
lunch buffet served at 1:30 P.M.

Z100, BET, Caribbean Life, The
New York Times, CBS News, NBC,
NY1, Newsday and Queens Tribune
were just some of the major media

companies represented at the fair.  The recruiters
and representatives at the event gave out personal
contact information as well notification regarding
career and internship opportunities.  

So many opportunities, so little time!  During
the job fair, there was an additional afternoon series
of panels discussing topics such as How to Fix a
Newspaper, Radio Roundtable, and Inside NBC
Network News and Broadcasting.  Also available
was a tour of the CUNY TV studios in the main
level.  To find out more about this and other events,
log-on to www.cuny.edu/mediaconference.

Bryon Pitts, CBS
Correspondent and

Keynote Speaker at CUNY
Media Conference, 

Feb. 20, 2004

Student Media Conference Brings
Home the News

BY TIFFANY L. PATTERSON

FREE 
White Flowering
Dogwood Trees
Ten free white flowering dogwood trees

will be given to each person who joins The

National Arbor Day Foundation during March

2004.

The free trees are part of the nonprofit

Foundation’s Trees for America campaign.

“White flowering dogwoods will add year-

round beauty to your home and neighborhood,”

John Ros the Foundation’s president, said.

“Dogwoods have showy spring flowers, scarlet

autumn foliage, and red berries which attract

songbirds all winter.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid at the

right time for planting between March 1 and

May 31 with enclosed planting instructions.

The six to twelve inch trees are guaranteed to

grow or they will be replaced free of charge.

Members also receive a subscription to

Arbor Day, the Foundation’s monthly publica-

tion, and The Tree Book with information

about tree planting and care.

To become a member of the Foundation

and receive the free trees, send a $10 contribu-

tion to TEN FREE DOGWOOD TREES,

National Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor

Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by March

31, 2004.
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BY RYAN ENRIQUEZ

There are an increasing number of college stu-
dents today with very poor health and health
habits. It is not hereditary but rather the way of life
that students choose for themselves. Whether it’s
full time work or homework, college students seem
to have no time for anything nowadays, especially
for exercise or grabbing a healthy bite to eat.
College students are stressed out, overworked, and
underpaid. Several studies have indicated that
many college students throughout the U.S. engage
in behaviors that place them at risk for serious
acute and chronic health problems (Lowry et al.,
2000).

College students today have more responsibili-
ties and obligations in this very competitive and
challenging world. Every decision is fast, every
action is even faster, and the reaction, almost too
fast to react to. Whether students are full time or
part time at Queensborough, school is not their
only life. Most students work for a living, some are
mothers and fathers, single or otherwise, but all are
not taking care of their health the way they should.
Students live in a fast world, always doing some-
thing on the run and grab whatever they can. They
don’t always eat healthy the way they should, but
just eat to calm the embarrassing grumbling their
stomachs make during class. Whether it’s pop tarts
or Drake’s cakes, sodas or smoothies, students eat
anything as long as it calms their nerves and fills
their stomachs.

Not only are college students not eating right,
they don’t exercise enough, or for most, not at all.
Most students say they don’t have the time because
they work or have other more important things to

do than hit the gym. While some unhealthy behav-
iors start in high school, they tend to increase dur-
ing the college years. Participation in vigorous and
intense physical activity decreases from an average
of 3.8 days/week in high school to 2.3 days/week
during college (Calfas, Sallis, Lovato, & Campbell,
1994).  When asked if they knew if the gym was
open today, most QCC students were like, “We
have a gym at this school?”  In another class,
another student was asked if she knew the pool
hours of a particular day, and she was so shocked
to learn that we had a pool on campus. The same
responses came when some students were told
about the quarter-mile track that Queensborough
houses in its backyard. College students may either
be under-informed of the special amenities that
Queensborough has to offer or they just don’t care
about their health and well-being.

Not eating the right foods and a lack of physi-
cal activity is not the only problem that the college
student of today faces. According to a study done
by the New York Times, college students are not
getting enough sleep. Last year, “College students
averaged 6 to 6.9 hours of sleep per night, substan-
tially less than the recommended 8 to 9.25 hours.”
Psychiatrists are concerned that a lack of sleep may
be contributing to the increasing number of college
students being treated for depression, a rate that
has doubled since 1989, according to a recent study
by psychologists at Kansas State University pub-
lished in the February issue of Professional
Psychology.

Stress also plays a big role in the lives of many
college students. Stress in and of itself is neither
good nor bad. It’s how you deal with the stress that

determines it. Some students bottle it up inside,
some take it out on others, and the rest take it out
on themselves. Students turn to alcohol, nicotine,
and over-the-counter drugs to deal with these
stresses. But you don’t have to. You can talk to a
friend, hit the gym and pump some weights, go for
a little PT run, get a sparring partner and go a few
rounds. You do not have to deal with these stresses
by yourself.

College students should take time out for the
benefit of themselves. Next time you look at that
coffee cake, ask yourself, “Do I really need a cof-
fee cake?”  Opt for an apple or a banana, or any of
the other many fruits the cafeteria has to offer.
Next time you grab that carbonated soda, take an
apple or orange juice instead. It tastes good and its
good for you. When you get that notorious two to
three hour break, instead of going to your car or the
library for a little nap, get a little fresh air and run a
few laps. Or change into gym clothes (Robert F.
Kennedy provides gym clothes) and hit the
weights, do some push-ups, sit-ups, jumping jacks,
or jump some rope, anything to get that heart of
yours pumping.

The schedule for the Fitness Center is as fol-
lows: Mondays & Wednesdays 12:00-8:45 p.m.,
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11:00-4:45 p.m., and
Fridays 11:00-8:45 p.m. For more information
about the gym and gym activities, you can go to
the Robert F. Kennedy Hall and go to the physical
education department. It’s your life and health, and
nobody is responsible for it than the person in the
mirror. Get a little greedy and take some time out
for yourself and for your health. Semper Fidelis.

College Students Risk Healthy LifestylesOpinion
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Opinion
Working towards solving the
Problem of Child Abduction

BY PEDRO CHILALA

The issue of child abduction is a serious traumatic and sometimes fatal
crime. At times we don’t seem to realize how brutal the world we live in can be.
The murder of an eleven year old Florida native, by the name of “Carlie Brucia”
was a headline on every newspaper, and T.V station in America. The unfortu-
nate episode brought up a warning for parents all over the country. Moreover,
studies indicate that abduction is generally carried out by people who know the
child. Abduction is a matter that should be brought to people’s attention as it is a
matter we in the society don’t often discuss.

Parental abduction is the most common type of abduction. This is usually
the result of a divorce, where one of the parents will kidnap the child instead of
splitting custody of the child. That can in many cases bring mental and physical
trauma to the child involved. Child abduction could be worse when the parent
kidnapper flees to another country. In such cases rescuing the child becomes
very difficult. The society needs to be concerned about what can be done to
avoid parental abduction and take action.

The other form of abduction requires more concern because it usually gen-
erates into a fatality. In most cases the abductor would sexually abuse the vic-
tim. A child who survives abduction might be mentally damaged for life.
Imagine if that were to be one of your kids? Another big concern is the safety
provided by schools. Children need to be taught and become informed on how
to avoid talking to strangers at all times. Today’s advanced technology such as
the internet could be a trap to child abduction. Sometime earlier you might have
heard about stories of children who were abducted after entering chat rooms and
then decided to go on a rendezvous which usually ended with the child being
molested or murdered. That is also a cause of sleepless nights.

It is frustrating to know that a child goes missing every 40 seconds. Laws
and regulations with reference to kidnapping should be more severe. Awareness
programs should be promoted and sponsored by the local governments to work
towards improving the safety of kids in the various communities. Parents should
be educated on how to guide their kids to safety by learning how to protect
themselves. Those guidelines should be enforced in and outside the house, e.g.
at school, public library and so on.

In other to improve children’s safety, the issue of abduction should be taken
seriously and should be discussed more often. Unfortunately, the world we live
in isn’t getting any safer, so it is up to you to make it better.

Why We Really Need Sex   
BY NURATU OTULANA

Carrie, Charlotte, Miranda, and Samantha. These four women have
helped change the national dialogue of sex. We found a piece of each of
them in ourselves. By adding a realistic women’s voice to the conversations
of mainstream America, Sex and the City became an endearing part of
Sunday night television. The phenomenal and almost cult like following that
Sex and the City has garnered is due in part to unequal and often misogynis-
tic views of Americans towards women in relation to sex. The show tackled
ideas of sexual liberation that can be paralleled to those in the heart of the
women’s movement. Men enjoy the show because it gives them an insight
into what women really think and say when they are not around. Women
love it because it mirrors their lives, and the fashion is simply fabulous.

The unique sense of comraderie and independence that Sex and the City
gave to women is unlike any other television show before it. For those of us
who were lucky enough to be born with the right to vote or have the right to
control our bodies protected by law, being able to openly and freely talk
about what is important to us both emotionally and physically is part of our
liberation. Yes it was a comedy that made us both laugh and cry, root for our
female heroines, and emulate their clothing choices, but a lot of the issues
that are addressed speak to the heart of women’s issues, both political and
otherwise. 

There are millions of women who are suppressed, mutilated, tortured,
and even killed because they happened to be born missing a phallus. The
denial of proper and effective education for women fuels many of the global
crises that threaten not only women but the entire populations of various
places. Here at QCC the idea of a campus without women is unrealistic and
illegal, but in many places around the world the denial of education for
women is the norm. There are still countries that outlaw the right of women
to learn about and protect their bodies or to take responsibilities for their own
destinies. There is a direct correlation to the lack of educational opportunities
given to women and the social stability of a nation. It would be naïve and
selfish to think that we are powerless to help change some of these
deplorable situations.

Sex and the City educated women by breaking stigmas about our bodies
and our cultural beliefs. 

Our foremothers would be proud of our accomplishments, and at the
same time optimistic about the future that lies ahead of us. Every women’s
issue cannot be solved in a half hour television show, but it is a start to get
people talking and thinking. And isn’t that the real objective of great televi-
sion and artistic sovereignty.

There will never be another Sex and the City. But it has opened doors
and set a path that is inspiring for television but more importantly for
women. We have had six great years of Sex. It should be our goal as women
and as individuals to help other women achieve the same sense of freedom.

“The Passion of the Christ” may be on its way to becoming known as one
of the most controversial movies of all time, which would only make sense
since Jesus Christ himself is the most controversial person to have ever walked
the earth. 

"The Passion of the Christ” is a depiction of the last 12 hours of Christ's
life: the Last Supper, Judas' betrayal, the arrest, trial and crucifixion.

The movie, released February 25, is drawing attention not so much for the
R rated graphic depictions of the crucifixion and death of Christ, but for the
rumors of anti-Semitism. The movie is said to put the blame of Christ’s death
not only on Caiaphas the high priest, and his associates, but on Jews as a whole
and ignore the Romans part in the crucifixion.

This conception of the movie and in many cases, pre-conception, due to
the fact that some had cast judgment without having seen the film, is what is
causing an uproar throughout Hollywood and the rest of the country. Many
Jewish organizations around the country are spending much time and money
protesting the film as well as Mel Gibson, the film’s director, producer, co-
writer as well as sole investor of the estimated $30 million dollars used in the
production of the movie. 

On the other side of the controversy, many Christian organizations are
promoting the film through meetings and the internet. Many priests and minis-
ters are also promoting it in their sermons and recommending parishioners see
the movie. They are doing this with the hope that “The Passion of the Christ”
will inspire those to renew their faith. Some have bought blocks of tickets in

the thousands to distribute, and in some parts of the county congregations are
renting entire multiplexes, thereby necessitating an additional 800 theaters
being added to the release.

As always, with all the bad word of mouth going around about the movie,
there is a “silver lining,” and there is. There is a saying, particularly in
Hollywood, “any press is good press” and this is the perfect example. There
have been very few ads aired on TV promoting the film, with the exception of
ABC’s “Primetime Live” special, which received more than 17 million view-
ers, proving a tremendous amount of interest in the movie. “The Passion” will
open in a near 2,800 theaters nationwide, which is one of the biggest releases
for an independent movie. As it seems, the turnout for the movie will be huge.
Executives are estimating the movie to take in a near $40 million in the first
five days of the release. Christians and non-Christians alike will turn out for
the movie. 

“The Passion of the Christ” is drawing many questions among the public,
so much that Yahoo! reports searches for the movie have gone up 119% in the
last 30 days. In addition, America Online reports “The Passion” is the top fifth
headline its members are discussing.  

Gibson’s goal is for moviegoers to examine the Christian faith, as he did
the many years before co-writing the movie. He told reporters during his press
junket for the movie, “Moviegoers will be forced to make a decision about
Christ after they leave the theater; they won’t be able to put it out of their
minds. I hope [the viewers] come out of the movie with a lot of questions.”

Entertainment

FILM REVIEW
“The Passion of the Christ"
Turns into the Passion 
of the People

BY ERICA ROBB
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HEALTH
Dying to be Thin

BY TAMAYO ANGEL

Cleaning Up the Campus?
On my way to class the other day, I narrowly avoided breaking my neck on the stairs leading to the

fourth floor of the Science building.  I noticed my potential folly just moments before bringing my foot
down upon a mayo-coated piece of lettuce.  When I left class two and a half hours later, that same piece
of lettuce had moved three steps further down and was now pretty obscure.  I wondered if someone else
actually had slipped on it.

I have noticed that the conditions of the hallways, and especially, the stairwells are getting worse
and worse.  “There have always been complaints about the conditions of the hallways" ("Getting
Personal with a Campus Clean Up,” Queensborough Communiqué, Dec. 2003).  I have to question why
nothing has been done to remedy these potentially harmful conditions, especially since they have been
brought to the attention of the administration.  In the above mentioned article, Alex Khodzhayez and
Cara Adams tackled this issue head-on.  They pinpointed specific problems and found out why these
problems exist.  They also tried to find out how this mess can be cleaned up.  It seems to me that the only
solution to this problem is to hire more custodians.  I guess one can only hope that the pleas of the stu-
dents for a cleaner, safer campus won’t fall upon deaf ears.         

- Izzi Maria
Bronx, N.Y.

Who Are We to Say:
After reading “Do Celebrities Get Preferential Treatment?” (Queensborough Communiqué, Dec.

‘03), I got to thinking about how quick to come to a conclusion people are. We have to learn that
although the accused art or talent may touch our lives, we are far from being in the position to pass judg-
ment.

I find it sickening that with such a serious crime as child molestation that these fans would be so
quick to proclaim Michael Jackson’s innocence. My question to these diehard fans would have to be,
because of his musical ability, which I would never deny, would you trust Michael Jackson to be alone
with your child?

I guess what I am saying is that none of us are really in the position to pass judgment, whether guilty
or not. Since we the public are not presented with all of the facts, the decision is left to those in the court-
room. However, guilty or not does not have anything to do with admiring the accused for their accom-
plishments in their industry. I do, however, ask that we realize the difference between the person and
their talent.

I hope that those chosen for the jury in the case of Michael Jackson can really be impartial. I hate to
think that our judicial system can be affected by a person’s celebrity and that would then get them prefer-
ential treatment.

-E. Catherine
Bayside, N.Y.

The College of Staten Island held an eating
disorder screening on February 23-27.  It seems
that although much has been learned on the subject
of eating disorders, more and more young women,
many of college age, are succumbing to this dis-
ease. So the need for this type of event is great.
This is found especially in those that have been
overweight as children. 

Anorexia nervosa and Bulimia Nervosa are
two of the most well know eating disorders.
Anorexia nervosa which is severe and deliberate
self-starvation can lead to death. Bulimia nervosa
is binging then purging, with vomiting or a laxa-
tive and most sufferers manage to keep their
weight. One out of 150 college age women devel-
op anorexia. So for Queensborough alone that is a
possible 80 people in the case of Bulimia, where it
will affect 3 out of every 100 in their lifetime.
That would mean 360 Queensborough students are
likely to get it. Although it is mostly women who
suffer from these diseases, many men also get
them.

Many attribute the cause of these diseases to
the pressure that society puts on a woman, insisting
that thin is beautiful. Experts in the field state that
these diseases stem from “conformity to the idea
that a woman must be thin.” Society keeps rein-
forcing that in order to be beautiful a woman must
be thin. When interviewed, a recovering Anorexic,
whom we will call Jane for privacy, attributes her
bout with the disease to the insensitivity of some
family members and their constant criticism and
comparison to her thinner sister. She says, “People
fail to realize the impact of their words, and even

though you may try to be strong and confident, it
can eventually wear you down.” 

Jane, like many others who had bulimia ner-
vosa, understands the dangers of what the diseases
do, but they seem incapable of stopping their
behavior. Jane said,  “Even at my lowest weight, I
looked into the mirror and saw fat.”

One clinic designed to help women states,
“We help the client discover her own unique iden-
tity. What kind of woman is she or does she want
to be in the world when she no longer has an eating
disorder?” The first step to treating a disorder is
recognizing it. It is much easier to help somebody
with anorexia or bulimia if the problem is spotted
and dealt with quickly. The longer that it remains
unrecognized, the worse the problem tends to
become, and the harder it is to help. 

There are some tell tale signs to look out for to
see if anyone we know is secretly battling one of
these diseases. Abnormal weight loss of 25% or
more with no known medical illness accounting for
the loss, reduction in food intake, denial of hunger
and decrease in consumption of high carbohydrate
and fat-containing foods, prolonged exercising
despite fatigue and weakness, intense fear of gain-
ing weight, peculiar patterns of handling food, are
just some of these warning signs. 

For further details on these diseases and how
you can help yourself or someone you know, go to
http://www.kidsource.com/nedo/warning.html. No
one needs to go it alone for as Jane says,
“Anorexia can be like alcoholism; it is a daily bat-
tle in the beginning of recovery.”

Letters to the Editor:

A SMALL TOWN’S
BIG REACTION 

TO HATE:
THE LARAMIE PROJECT

PLAY TO BE PER-
FORMED AT QCC

The Laramie Project, Moises Kaufman and
the Tectonic Theatre Project’s critically
acclaimed play examining a small town’s reaction
to the 1998 brutal hate crime perpetrated against
gay college student Matthew Shepard, will be
performed by the Speech Communications and
Theatre Arts Department at Queensborough
Community College from March 12-18th, 2004.

Directed by QCC theater professor Michele
Cuomo and featuring a cast of Queensborough
students joined by faculty members Lisa Yonker
and Michael Cesarano, the production is based
upon real interviews with Laramie, Wyoming res-
idents in the wake of Shepard’s murder. The
result is a socially-relevant and powerful depic-
tion of a town left questioning its own self-identi-
ty and attitudes toward tolerance and acceptance.

“The very violent murder of Matthew
Shepard, a gay University of Wyoming student,
led a group of actors to interview the townspeople
of Laramie, Wyoming,” said Ms. Cuomo, who
has directed The Laramie Project before. “In their
own words, members of the small town of

Laramie speak, and
we can hear our-
selves.”

The Laramie
Project is the mov-
ing theatrical cre-
ation of playwright
Moises Kaufman
and nine members
of the Tectonic
Theater Project

who conducted more than 200 interviews with
Laramie residents over the course of 18 months.
In the resulting play, eight actors lend voices to
the real-life testimony of more than 50 citizens of
the town. The play has been widely hailed by crit-
ics and subsequently has been produced by the-
ater groups across the nation.

“I am struck that this particular story, this
particular subject matter, is explored through this
particular form,” commented Ms. Cuomo. “It is
important that the actors play multiple characters
and that they sometimes play characters physical-
ly and ideologically unlike themselves. It illumi-
nates the difference between tolerance and accep-
tance. Actors transform and give voice to oppos-
ing viewpoints and allow the audience to examine
our differences and our common humanity. This
particular production is graced by voices joined
together in song, in an ultimate celebration of the
human spirit and a prayer to end violence and
intolerance of all kinds.”

Performances will be held in the QCC
Theatre, located in the Humanities Building on
campus, according to the following schedule:

Friday, March 12th at 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 13th at 8 p.m.,
Monday, March 15th at 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, March 16th at 12:15 p.m.;
Wednesday, March 17th at 1:15 p.m.,

and 6:30 p.m.,; and
Thursday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets, which are $8 for the general public,
$5 for seniors and Performing Arts subscribers,
and $3 for students, faculty and staff, are avail-
able in the QCC Box Office, open Monday
through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Credit
cards are accepted. For ticket information, call the
Box Office at (718) 631-6311. The College is
located at 56th Avenue and Springfield
Boulevard, Bayside (exit #29 on the L.I.E.).
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For the first time in seven years, Pete
Marchitello, the Lady Tigers head softball coach,
found out what it was like to return for the final
day of playoffs last spring at Nassau Community
College. The night before, his Lady Tigers beat
Dutchess Community College 3-2 in the seventh
inning but lost to Nassau Community College 9-8. 

Everyone the next morning was excited, even
though it was only 8 AM. The Lady Tigers were
looking to return to Nassau Community College
and beat Dutchess for a second time.
Unfortunately, that would not happen. Down by
three runs, QCC came from a 5-2 deficit in the
sixth inning to tie the game 5-5 with a three-run
triple by Kimberly Grabkowitz. The excitement
was short lived. Dutchess scored a run in the top of
the seventh inning and QCC couldn’t come back.
Looking back on the game, Pete said “I had told
Kim, before she got up to bat, that she was going
to get a chance to tie this game up and she deliv-
ered.” 

It was a long, hard fought season for the Lady
Tigers. They finished the season with a regional
record of 9-4 and as CUNY Champs. The saddest
part wasn’t the fact that they had lost in the play-
offs, it was the fact that this team was the best Pete
Marchitello has had in his seven years as head
coach. It is now a brand new year and a brand new

team. All but three players have graduated or trans-
ferred to another college. 

The beginning of September saw a new fall
season for the Lady Tigers. Tryouts were held on
Sept. 5 and by the outcome of girls that showed up,
the team looked promising. The only three return-
ing players from last year’s team were Natasha
Kirkland, Shamika Bolta and Diana Martinez.
Pete had recruited many girls and some had come
on their own. Jill Grant from Bishop Loughlin,

Camille Camacho, a transfer from Briarcliff
College, Alicia Sanchez, from Bryant High School,
Teresita Figueroa from Bushwick High School and
Alejandra Zarate from Newton High School were
some of the girls that showed up. 

The fall season started off on a good note.
Thirteen girls were now on the team and everyone
seemed to get along well. The fall season, which
consisted of six scrimmage games, was the proving
ground for the new team. During the January 2004
intercession, the team practiced every Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Unfortunately,
not everyone from the fall returned. Only six out of

the thirteen girls showed up. “I was surprised
because this was supposed to be my most success-
ful class of recruits to date” said Pete Marchitello.
By February, some players started to get angry and
scared that there might not be a season due to the
lack of girls. The players went out and looked for
more girls on their own. Pete, on the other hand,
was confident that girls would show up and that in
fact, there would be a spring season. The girls were
very pessimistic though. Team captain Natasha
Kirkland actually went up to a girl in her class and
asked her if she played. “After class, I went up to
this girl and asked her if she played softball
because she looked like an athlete and she said
‘Softball, hell yeah.’ I just told her to come to prac-
tice that day and she showed up.” 

We are now heading into the middle of
February and the Lady Tigers look stronger then
ever. There are once again thirteen girls and every-
one is looking forward to the beginning of the sea-
son. When asked about the upcoming season, Pete
had this to say, “They look very promising. I
expect more learning and team efforts in the short
weeks prior to the start of the season which opens
up March 28. I further expect the Lady Tigers to
return to the Final Four at Suffolk West
Community College”

Lady Tigers Head into a New Season 
with a New Team

BY KIMBERLY GRABKOWITZ

It was a long, hard fought 
season for the Lady Tigers.

Summer Olympics Will
Have Another U.S.

Absence.
BY ALEJANDRO GARCES

If missing the U.S. baseball team wasn’t bad enough for U.S. gold aspira-
tions in the upcoming olympics of Athens in the summer, now we can count
out any medals from the soccer national team.

These two eliminations have something in common, Mexico. Both in
baseball and soccer, Mexico has taken up the job of eliminating the U.S.
squads.

The first of these eliminations came on Nov.7 2003,in a pre-olympic tour-
nament held in Panama City, Panama. Mexico beat the American baseball
team by a score of 2-1.Since the U.S. were the last olympic gold winners in
Sydney 2000, they went into the qualifying tournament as the number one
favorite team to get to the Olympics of Athens. This was a dream ,but in the
way of this dream came a reality called Mexico. It’s ironic that the U.S. won’t
have their baseball team in Athens, since baseball is America’s game. But as
time passes we see that baseball has really grown all over the world. There
would be eight teams in the Olympics .Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Cuba,
Canada, Taipei, Japan and Australia will be the teams trying to reach olympic
gold.

The second deception came on Feb.10 in Guadalajara, Mexico. In a pre-
olympic tournament the U.S. team lost to Mexico by a surprising score of 4-0.
Although soccer is not the most popular sport in the U.S., and there is still a
long way for it to reach the popularity and quality of other countries. This loss
is still a surprise if we remember the great progress they showed in the 2002
world cup. In the world cup celebrated in Japan and Korea the U.S. advance
all the way to quarterfinals by beating Mexico by a score of 2-0.This was a
great achievement by the U.S. team and it showed that the quality of the amer-
ican players had grown. This performance gave the U.S. a new view by other
countries and especially by Mexico, since they were eliminated after that
match.For this reason a game between Mexico and U.S. now has a special
rivalry, and for Mexico it was double the joy, one because they advance to the
olympics and two because they eliminated the U.S.

The Olympics have always brought great pride and joy to the American
athletes and public. For an athlete there is no greater joy than to represent your
country in an Olympic game .Athletes train hard for four years to prove they
are the best, to break records , to win medals ,to be consider Olympic heroes.
For this reason missing an Olympic is hard to accept.

This summer while many American athletes are trying to conquer
olympic gold, two teams will have no choice but to watch it on T.V. and only
imagine themselves in Athens.   

SPORTS



12 Queensborough Communiqué, March 2004

Millions of Dollars
May Yet Buy

Another Yankee
Championship 

BY DANIEL WOODS

For the New York Yankees it seems like they
can buy themselves another World
Championship.

With the recent acquisition of Major League
Baseballs Most Valuable Player of 2003 Alex
Rodriguez, both the Yankees and their critics
think this multimillion dollar trade will hit the
competition in the American League out of the
ball park.

Rodriguez, 28, will receive 112 million dol-
lars over the next seven years.  In his first season
as a New York Yankee his salary will be 15 mil-
lion dollars. This brings the Yankee projected
starting lineup salary to over 81.275 million dol-
lars.  The ironic thing is entire budget of the
Yankees is more than other teams combined

This empire of a team is definitely good for
the Yankees and for New York, but is it good for
baseball?

Former owner of the Texas Rangers and now
President of the United States of America George
W. Bush even commented on the trade when it
took place in February.

“It looks like a big deal, and it looks like it’s
going to happen,” Bush said.  “A-Rod’s a great
player and the Yankees are going to be a heck of
a team with him in the infield.”

But dedicated Boston fans, like Academy
Award winning Ben Affleck thinks the Yankees
are going too far with their massive payroll.
Affleck thinks that they are ruining the game of
baseball and the rules of fair competition.
“Eventually they may be able to buy everybody,”
Affleck said.  “Why not, when is enough, enough
for the Yankees?”

As a result of this mega trade, another feud
has erupted between the rivaling Boston Red Sox
and the New York Yankees.  Boston is upset that
their Rodriguez trade proposal was declined by
the commissioner’s office but the offer from the
Yankees to acquire Rodriguez was accepted and
signed by commissioner Bud Selig without hesi-
tation.  

The owner of the Boston Red Sox, John
Henry, has called the Yankees in the Press the
“Evil Empire” as a result of their massive budget
and Rodriguez trade.  

“Baseball needs a salary cap to deal with a
team that has gone so insanely far beyond the
resources of all the other teams,” Henry said.

The owner of the New York Yankees,
George Steinbrenner, had an answer for Henry’s
remarks.  “We understand that John Henry must
be embarrassed, frustrated, and disappointed by
his failure in his transaction, ”Steinbrenner said.
“But it is time to get on with life and forget the
sour grapes.”

QUEENSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Health, Physical Education and Dance Department

Men’s Baseball – 2004 Season Schedule
Revised 2/4/04

Day Date Team Place Time
Wednesday 2/18 Methodist JV Methodist JV 2:00 pm
Thursday 2/19 South Eastern South Eastern 1:00 pm DH
Friday 2/20 Mt. Olive Mt. Olive 1:00 pm
Saturday 2/21 South Eastern South Eastern 1:00 pm
Saturday 2/28 Baltimore City CC Dundalk CC 12:00 pm DH
Sunday 2/29 CCBC-Dundalk Dundalk CC 12:00 pm DH
Saturday 3/6 Hudson Valley CC QCC 12:00 pm               DH
Sunday 3/7 Sussex CC QCC 12:00 pm DH
Wednesday 3/10 Briarcliffe TBA 3:00 pm
Friday 3/12 Chesapeake College Chesapeake College 12:00 pm DH 
Saturday 3/13 Montgomery County CC Montgomery County CC 12:00 pm DH
Sunday 3/14 Salem CC Salem CC 12:00 pm DH
Friday 3/19 Delaware Tech Delaware Tech 2:00 pm

Saturday 3/20 Montgomery College-RockvilleMontgomery College-Rockville12:00 pm DH
Sunday 3/21 Montgomery College-Germantown MC-Germantown 10:00 am
Sunday 3/21 Hudson Valley CC MC-Germantown 1:00 pm
Wednesday 3/24 Rockland CC Rockland CC 4:00 pm
Friday 3/26 Westchester CC Westchester CC 4:00 pm
Saturday 3/27 Middlesex CC Middlesex CC 12:00 pm DH
Sunday 3/28 Gloucster CC Gloucster CC 12:00 pm DH
Friday 4/2 Suffolk West CC QCC 3:00 pm
Saturday 4/3 Suffolk West CC Suffolk West CC 12:00 pm DH
Wednesday 4/7 Orange CC Orange CC 3:30 pm
Thursday 4/8 Orange CC QCC 3:30 pm
Monday 4/12 BMCC QCC 1:00 pm DH
Tuesday 4/13 BMCC BMCC (Roberto Clemente)1:00 pm or
Wednesday 4/14 BMCC QCC 3:30 pm
Friday 4/16 Suffolk CC Suffolk CC 4:00 pm
Saturday 4/17 Suffolk CC QCC 12:00 pm DH
Sunday 4/18 Union County College QCC 12:00 pm DH
Monday 4/19 Nassau CC Nassau CC 4:00 pm
Tuesday 4/20 Nassau CC QCC 4:00 pm
Wednesday 4/21 Nassau CC Nassau CC 4:00 pm
Friday 4/23 Ulster CC QCC 4:00 pm
Saturday 4/24 Ulster CC Ulster CC 12:00 pm DH
Sunday 4/25 Burlington CC QCC 12:00 pm DH
Monday 4/26 Kingsborough CC QCC 4:00 pm
Tuesday 4/27 Kingsborough CC KCC 4:00 pm
Wednesday 4/28 Kingsborough CC QCC 4:00 pm
Friday 4/30 Bronx CC Bronx CC 4:00 pm
Saturday 5/1 Bronx CC QCC 12:00 pm DH
Friday 5/7 Dutchess CC QCC 3:30 pm
Saturday 5/8 Dutchess CC QCC 12:00 pm DH

Tue. - Wed. 5/4 & 5/5 CUNY CHAMPIONSHIPS TBA 3:30 pm
Wed. - Fri. 5/12 - 5/14 Region XV Tournament  TBA TBA
Sat. – Fri. 5/22 - 5/28 National Tournament Batavia, NY TBA

Head Coach: Craig Everett
Assistant Coach: Richard Kashdan & Charlie Foster 
Dept. Chair: Dr. Aaron Krac

“A-Rod’s a great player and
the Yankees are going to be a
heck of a team with him in

the infield.”
George W. Bush

National Junior College Athletic Association
CUNY Athletic Conference

Queensborough Community College — Men’s Baseball — 2004
Player Roster # Position(s) B/T High School Season __
Arthur, Mario 12 IF R/R Aviation 1st Season
Basquez, John 5 OF/P R/R B. Cardozo 2nd Season
Berg, Brian 2 1B/P R/R M. Van Buren 2nd Season
Boothby, Mike 24 P/OF R/R Grover Cleveland    1st Season
Cruz, Ricky 4 IF R/R L.I.C 2nd Season 
Dickson, Kerry 8 IF L/R W. C. Bryant 2nd Season
DioGuardi, Danny 28 P/1B L/L Flushing 1st Season 
Gonzalez, Anthony 36 1B/3B R/R Grand St. Campus 1st Season 
Jordan, Paul 13 P/OF L/L Grover Cleveland 1st Season 
Limberis, John 40 OF R/R Francis Lewis 1st Season 
Martinez, Felipe 30 P/IF R/R Mt. St. Michael Academy  1st Season 
Martinez, Jason 7 C/OF R/R Richmond Hill 1st season 
Martinez, Jeff 21 P R/R L.I.C 1st Season 
Mercado, Dave 9 C/OF S/R L.I.C 1st Season 
Muniz, Hector 15 OF R/R Lowell 2nd Season
Munoz, John 37 OF/C R/R G.E.D. 1st Season 
Nunez, Rubi 33 P/ IF R/R Transit Tech. 1st Season  
Petrides, Peter 32 C/OF R/R St. Dominic’s 2nd Season
Reo, Tommy 18 OF L/R Lynbrook 1st Season
Rios, Mark 35 P/1B L/L John Adams 1st Season  
Rosenbluth, Dan 25 P/1B R/R Cardozo 1st Season 
Santiago, Mario 27 P R/R Francis Lewis 2nd Season
Streppone, Dominick 34 P L/L G.E.D 1st Season
Turzo, Frank 22 P/IF R/R Holy Cross 1st Season  
Villamar, Alex 23 1B/3B R/R Jamaica 1st Season 
Woods, Daniel 10 P/OF L/R St. Mary 2nd Season
Head Coach: Craig Everett 3rd Season
Assistant Coaches: Richard Kashdan 3rd Season

Charlie Foster 3rd Season 

Athletic Director: Pete Marchitello
Dept. Phone: 718-631-6322
Dept. Fax: 718-631-6333




