
American society is reaching a tipping point,
inch by inch we are losing the basic liberties and
rights that have been granted through the
American Constitution and the Bill Of Rights.
The Bush administration claims that the infringe-
ment of the rights of American citizens is for the
sake of national security, but is our protection
worth our basic freedoms?  Are we allowing our-
selves to slip quickly into a dark night that we
cannot find a way out of? These are among some
of the many questions that the artists and writers
of Marvel Comics have wrestled with over the
past year; proving true the saying that art is a
reflection of life.

On March 7th 2007, the 25th issue of the
Captain America comic book hit bookstore
shelves, revealing a shocking truth that readers are
now having to death with. After over 60 years as
one of Marvel’s most iconic characters, Steve
Rodgers, a.k.a. Captain America was killed by an
assassin’s bullet. Captain America is another hero
to fall victim to “Civil War,” a controversial
seven-part story arc that Marvel has been releas-
ing for the past year, a story that affected almost
every title in Marvel’s enormous library of char-
acters. 

In “Civil War,” the U.S. Congress passed the
Super-hero Registration Act, a law that required
all super powered beings or super-heroes to regis-

ter their name and identity with the U.S. govern-
ment, thereby making their identities public and
requiring them to be trained like every other
police officer. The act was passed following a
9/11-like catastrophe that involved a group of
young super-heroes named the New Warriors, as
they tried to take down a group of super-villains
in Stanford, Connecticut. The event took the lives
of hundreds of civilians, mainly children; it also
acted as a breaking point, turning the American
public against super- heroes, causing them to
think of heroes as Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD) that must be controlled.  Tony Stark,
a.k.a. Ironman, backed the passing of the act,
thinking of it as natural evolution of the role of
the super-hero. Captain America, on the other
hand, thought of it as a direct attack on the liber-
ties of the super-hero community, rendering him a
criminal and putting him at odds with the both the
U.S. Government and Ironman. It also forced
other heroes to either choose sides and fight or to
remain neutral. At the end of the story the two
sides met in a fierce battle that caused more
destruction and put many civilians in harms way.
Captain America turned himself over to the
authorities, removing his mask and surrendering
as Steve Rodgers.

The “Civil War” story arc served as an alle-
gory for the present political state of American

society, with the failure of the war in Iraq, the pas-
sage of the Patriot Act, and the overall state of
fear that Americans are living in.  Ironman, for
example, played a bigger role in the events that
triggered the “Civil War” than any other character
in the story.  While appearing true to his claim
that he backed the passage of the Super-hero
Registration Act out of a desire to protect the safe-
ty of the general public, in reality, he stood to gain
the most from the act being made law.  After
being named Director of the S.H.I.E.L.D. organi-
zation at the end of the ‘Civil War,” Ironman
gained control of the identities of all registered
super-heroes, bestowing upon him great political
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Death of the Sentinel of Liberty
BY STEFFON FYNES

On March 12th, the streets of lower
Manhattan echoed with sounds of college students
rallying to end the war in Iraq.

The protest, which was held one week before
the fourth anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq,
began at the New School, where students were
encouraged to walk out of class at 10:30am and
gather in front of the Graduate Faculty building
located at 5th avenue between 13th and 14th street.
A half hour later, approximately 75 students were
gathered, mostly from the New School and with a
handful from Pace University.  They began march-
ing through the financial district of Manhattan
toward the Armed Forces recruiting center located
at 157 Chambers Street. According to the protest-
ers, they chose this location as it is reportedly the
center with the highest recruitment numbers in the
city, servicing the Air Force, Army and Navy.
Many of the marchers said the recruitment center
on Chambers Street focuses on recruiting people
of color. 

The participants sang and chanted in protest
as they marched toward the recruitment center,
drawing attention to themselves by carrying drums
and posters. The drums were made from small alu-
minum garbage cans, and the drum sticks of small
pieces of wood. They sang out old war rally
chants, such as, “There ain’t no power to the
power of the people if the power over people don’t
stop” and “1, 2, 3, 4 we don’t want your racist war
. . . 5, 6, 7, 8 stop the violence stop the hate.”
Signs read “War is expensive, peace is priceless,”
and “Troops out now, this war is for profit!”

After 90 minutes, the protesters arrived at
Chambers Street. Nearly twenty-five students,
mostly from the New School, stormed the inside
of the building and began pulling out all the flyers
and Army propaganda while protesters outside
formed a chain, blocking the entrance to the cen-
ter. Within minutes the police showed up and
broke through the chain of protesters, trapping stu-
dents inside the building. Word quickly leaked that
twenty-one students inside were to be arrested.
This sparked a riot outside of the center, requiring
about two dozen police officers, two police vans
and the shutting down of Chambers Street. 

Angry protesters chanted: “SDS, we’re
fuckin’ pissed, SDS, we will resist!” 

“Students have historically played a role in
raising revolutionary consciousness,” said New
School SDS Organizer Pat Korte in a press release
issued before the rally. “Though students alone
cannot stop U.S. imperialism, we can spark an

Students for a Democratic Society Rally
in Lower Manhattan

BY ANNA WINWOOD
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E D I T O R I A L S

The word “nigger” also referred to as the “N-
word” has forever been an extremely controversial
term. Although some people say that “nigger” is a
racist remark, and that it should be restricted by
the law, not everyone agrees. Many politicians,
celebrities, and influential African Americans
have taken positions on the word.

Bryan Monroe, vice president and editorial
director of Johnson Publishing Co., strongly
believes that the word should be banned. He has
written that the “N-word has been swung like a
clumsy nightstick by whites for years, trying to
demean, dehumanize and destroy the dignity of
black America.” Jamie Foxx, a well-known come-
dian, singer, and actor has argued that there are
times when certain situations require the word to
be used and that it does not make sense to ban the
word. Politician Rev. Jesse Jackson strongly
believes in banning the word, “We want to give
our ancestors a present, dignity over degradation.”

The etymological source for the N-word is
not a derogatory curse. It originated from the
Spanish word “niger,” meaning black. However,
by the time of the American Civil Rights move-
ment, the word was deliberately employed to seg-
regate and dehumanize African Americans. It was
a word that expressed unmitigated racial hatred.
As generations have changed, however, so has the
meaning of the N-word. Instead of instigating

racial division and hatred, its earlier negative con-
notations have been displaced. African
Americans, putting the devastating history of
racism and slavery behind them, flipped the word
around to mean something positive. It has since
been used freely as a term of association and
camaraderie by many ethic groups.

Is it possible to ban a word? To do so would
be a direct violation of American’s right to free-
dom of speech. The government might draft legis-
lation banning the word, and authorizing fines and
penalties for anyone identified using the word
“nigger,” but what exactly would that accomplish?
Words may be banished, but can meaning be
banned? Can racism? Further, to draft law restrict-
ing the use of certain words would certainly cause
a huge problem in the entertainment field as many
artists frequently use “nigger” in the lyrics of their
songs and raps. And today, it is commonly used
by people of all races. I have heard Asians and
Caucasians, for example, greet their black friends
“What’s up nigga?” and vice versa, without either
party being offended.

If the word “nigger” was to be banned, then
the word “chink” (a derogatory slur for Asians),
“spic” (Latin Americans), “cracker” (Whites),
“polack” (Polish), or “kike” (Jewish) and numer-
ous other “racist” words should be banned too. To
do so, however, could result in unforeseen conse-

quences. Once a word is banned, any other word
can be banned. America would no longer be a
nation of free speech. To protect our freedoms,
every individual should consider the consequences
of what they say, and choose their words wisely.
But the freedom to choose should not and cannot
be restricted by law.

Hate speech is speech that is intended to
degrade, intimidate, or cause violence or prejudi-
cial action against a person or group of people
based on their race, gender, age or ethnicity. The
act of a white comedian calling black hecklers the
N-word and other racial remarks can be labeled
hate speech, but not the word itself. The word
“nigger” does not have power other than that the
user (and listener) gives it.

There is no use trying to pretend that racism
does not exist, because it does exist in varying
degrees among Asians, Blacks, Hispanics, Whites,
and every other race.  Banning words will not
make racism disappear. Putting a restriction on a
word only gives it power and furthers tension
among people. 

I do not expect everyone to agree with my
position. Whether you do, or you do not, please
write a letter to the Editorial page of Communiqué
and share your thoughts.

What Happened to Freedom of Speech?
BY JESSICA PARK

Blackberry Pearl: $350, Dolce & Gabbana
Motorola RAZR: $ 379, iPhone: $499. Keeping
up with the latest gadgets: priceless. Technology
has metamorphosized from providing simple con-
venience to making a statement, whether it is fash-
ion or status. Nowadays, a cell phone says as
much about a person as their car.  First it was the
belt clips that had cell phones fused to the hips of
people all across America and today it is the
Bluetooth headset, this season’s must-have acces-
sory.  As the trends change and technology contin-
ues to advance we reach deeper and deeper into
our pockets only to be wait-listed for the newest
and hottest gadgets. 

If the price of the phone doesn’t burn a whole
in your wallet, maintaining it just might.  The
phone service usually comes at a flat rate as long
as you stay within the limits of your contract (not
to mention that “standard” 2-year contract that can
reduce your $300 phone to $150).  But of course
the catch is should you decide you can’t live with
the terms of your agreement there will be another
hundred and something dollar charge for terminat-
ing the contract.  Oh, but then comes the addition-
al monthly fees to use all of those great new fea-
tures that made the phone so irresistible; add text
messaging service, internet access, and don’t for-
get those ringtone purchases to your bill.  With all
that time, effort, and money invested what hap-
pens when your beloved phone drops in the toilet
of the public restroom?  But of course, the nice
sales person asks if you would like to insure your
phone for only $5 more.

According to the research firm Yankee
Group, the average life cycle of a cell phone is 19
months; 5 months shorter than your “standard”
contract.  Of course, before the end of your con-
tract it’s guaranteed a new feature will have hit the
scene and everyone just has to have it.  As con-
sumers continue to upgrade to newer phones, the
old ones are left behind in the back of dresser

draws and on bedroom floors as outdated trash.
The same can be said for personal computers and
televisions as they also fall behind the times.  That
trash begins to build and build and build.  But do
you ever think about where it goes, or more
importantly, what exactly is it that you are throw-
ing away?  

The average cell phone contains 63 cents
worth of precious metals.  Remember those cell
phones you discarded, of the 130 million retired in
2005 the precious metal contained in them would
be worth $82 million dollars. And another $314
million for the 500 million obsolete phones left
behind on the back of shelves, as indicated by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 2005.  Of
the millions of cell phones that are annually dis-
carded only one percent are actually recycled.
Those that are recycled are refurbished, used for
replacement parts, or core elements are recycled
for later use, as reported by the nonprofit organi-
zation INFORM, Inc.

According to INFORM, Inc., discarded elec-
tronics contain potentially toxic substances includ-
ing lead, mercury, flame retardants, and PCBs.
Polychlorinated biphenyl is a hazardous pollutant
that can’t easily be disposed of, and it is banned in
several countries.  The electronic waste also
known as “e-scrap” or “e-waste” is piling up three
times faster than any other kind of garbage.  The
United Nations has predicted that the amount of e-
scrap produced worldwide each year will soon
reach 40 million tons; that is enough to fill a line
of garbage trucks stretching halfway around the
world.  This e-scrap ends up in landfills and in
developing countries where e-scrap scavengers
harvest the materials.  As no regulations or stan-
dards for extraction methods have been put in
place workers are exposed to these toxic sub-
stances.  The rapid advancements in technology
and the need for materials only fuel the health and
environmental problem.

The materials needed in the production of cell
phones and other electronics are being consumed
at an alarming rate, causing their prices to sky-
rocket and shedding light on the scarcity of some
of these rare materials.  The United Nations has

The Real Cost of Keeping Up with Technology
BY MAIMOUNA VIAER-MCCLYMONT
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Beautiful skies, sandy walkways, and a mag-
nificent view.  

It may sound like an advertisement for a
vacation in the Bahamas, or the chance to buy
timeshare in some sunny Florida enclave. It’s not.
The newest destination for fun and relaxation is
what Vice President Dick Cheney
has come to describe as the interna-
tional vacation hotspot—Iraq! 

“How could you not see the
beauty in Iraq? It’s fun under the
sun, and it’s the best place in the
world where you can take off and
totally forget about the pressures of
work and world politics and go
hunting,” reports the Vice
President. Cheney is not alone in
his enthusiasm for Iraq, many of
Cheney’s friends and former co-
workers are following in his foot-
steps having invested in Iraqi and
Middle Eastern real estate. After
the Vice President’s best friends moved their resi-
dencies to Dubai, Cheney began talking to other
friends and colleagues about investing in Iraq,
including Mr. David J. Lesar, the Chief Executive
Officer and President of  Halliburton.

According to Communiqué sources, Mr.
Lesar, following upon his patent application for
refining exhaled cigarette smoke into a new ozone
layer as the cure for the U.S. energy crisis and
global warming, recently decided to buy the coun-
try of Dubai with his company’s exceptional year

of windfall profits. Vice President Cheney, in sup-
port of Mr. Lesar’s Nobel-worthy efforts, has
called for everyone, including children, to start
smoking in order to “do their duty” and to help
serve and protect mother earth.  Mr. Lesar has also
announced plans to build Halliburton theme parks

in Dubai, Iraq, and throughout the
Middle East. “Halliburton Land,”
will contain everything imaginable
and necessary for guests to live like
a Prince, including automatic cli-
mate control, water desalination,
and topless belly dancers who will
steam clean your turban.

Halliburton Land will not be
the only resort where one can frolic
and relax in the Middle East.
Disney has decided to jump on
board as well. Disney Dubai will be
Mickey’s first major step into the
Middle East; Disney has announced
that as a special concession to its

Middle Eastern hosts (i.e., employees) Joe Camel
will be the new face of Disney in the Middle East.
According to Mr. Lesar, “Halliburton Land,
Disney Dubai and Disney Baghdad will be the
new hotspot summer getaways for my family and
some of my best friends, including Dick Cheney
and George Bush Jr.  We believe the American
public will embrace these newest manifestations
of American entertainment innovation.  Everyone,
regardless of their identity, will be welcome.”

According to statements released by both

Disney and Halliburton no-bid development con-
tracts, which are still being negotiated, will go to
the Bin Laden Contracting Company for the con-
struction of the resorts. Bin Lad Contracting hopes
to break ground on both the Disney and
Halliburton properties by late 2007. 

But don’t think that Dubai and Iraq are the
only real estate bubbles in the Middle East.
According to World Reality Monthly, by 2010
Iran will be among the most hotly contested
pieces of real estate in the world. According to
Vice President Cheney, “Iran is the next big thing
after Iraq – it offers all the luxuries of life that
people want.” Along with vacation buddies Carl
Rove, George W. Bush Jr., and Mr. Lesar, Cheney
believes that “Iran is where it’s at.  I personally
feel that within the next five years Iran will be the
51st state, and the Middle East in general will be
the next Hawaii.” Even the Ayatollah of Iran has
stated how wonderful it would be to have the pres-
ence of Halliburton Land in Iran to boost its
tourism industry. In fact, the Ayatollah has per-
sonally issued a fatwa stating that if Halliburton or
Disney were to build a resort within Iran he would
issue each employee their own personal AK-47
engraved with their initials.

From the beautiful scenery of topless belly
dancers while you smoke a hookah, to the mineral
rich mud baths of the Red Sea, the Middle East
has everything to offer in terms of enjoyment and
relaxation. Vice President Cheney says, “Enjoy
your vacation within the peaceful lands of the
Middle East.”

“The Plame Affair,” involving the identity
leak of a CIA operative, is one of the most signifi-
cant political scandals of the 21st century thus far.
Mrs. Valerie Wilson, AKA Valerie Plame, is a
former CIA covert agent who was involved in
gathering intelligence on weapons of mass
destruction (WMD).  She is also the wife of
Ambassador Joseph Wilson.  Ambassador Wilson
served under former President George H. W. Bush
as a diplomat in Iraq and Africa, as well as under
former President Bill Clinton.  According to alle-
gations as stated in columnist Robert Novak’s
July, 2003 article in The Washington Post, “senior
Bush Administration officials” were responsible
for the leak of Mrs. Plame’s CIA identity. 

Joseph Wilson believes that his wife’s identi-
ty was leaked because of his conflicting views on
WMD with the Bush administration, and in retali-
ation for the article he published criticizing the
Bush administration and their policies.  Mr.
Wilson accused Vice President Dick Cheney and
his former chief of staff, Lewis “Scooter” Libby
of leaking his wife’s CIA identity. Following an
investigation, Mr. Libby currently faces sentenc-
ing of either no-imprisonment or imprisonment for
25 years and $1million in fines on four of the five-
count indictment he was charged with: 1 count of
obstruction of Justice, 2 counts of perjury, and 1
of 2 counts of making false statements. 

The role of the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) is very vital.  The CIA gathers
intelligence from all over the world to help protect
Americans against possible threats originating
from outside the U.S.  CIA covert agents risk their
lives daily to gather intelligence from countries
that pose a threat to our nation or its interests.
After September 11, 2001, the CIA infiltrated and
captured many potential terrorists and our nation
continues to rely on its intelligence to ward off
potential attacks on the U.S.         

Before the Iraq invasion by the United States,
President George W. Bush stated that Iraq had
weapons of mass destruction and also said that
Africa was selling significant amounts of uranium

to Iraq based upon Italian intelligence reports.
The CIA began an investigation to verify the alle-
gations were true and deployed many agents to
gather intelligence.  Valerie Wilson AKA Valerie
Plame was one of the CIA spies gathering intelli-
gence on Iraq after September 11, 2001.  She held
Non-Official Cover (NOC) status, which meant
that she was not under diplomatic protection if
caught spying in another country. Little is known
about Plame’s career due to confidentiality of the
CIA.   

In February 2002, the CIA decided that in
order to be more accurate regarding the sale of
uranium between Africa and Iraq, that Joseph
Wilson be sent to Niger to confirm the reports.
The reason the CIA sent Joseph Wilson was
because he had relations and political experience
with both Iraq and Africa.  Some assumed he was
sent by the CIA to Africa to investigate uranium
sales to Iraq at the request of his wife, Valerie
Plame. When Mr. Wilson returned from Africa, he
stated in his report that Iraq had not purchased
uranium from Africa.  Completely ignoring his
report, the Bush Administration forged ahead with
its plan to invade Iraq by providing forged docu-
ments of Iraq’s attempted purchase of 500 tons of
uranium.

On July 6, 2003 Joseph Wilson published the
article, “What I Didn’t Find in Africa” in the New
York Times.  In his article, Wilson stated that in
his investigation he did not find any proof of ura-
nium being dealt between Iraq and Africa.  Wilson
also accused the Bush administration of “over-
exaggerating the Iraqi threat.”

On July 14, 2003, Columnist Robert Novak
published his article “Mission to Niger” in The
Washington Post.  In the article he briefly men-
tions Joseph Wilson and his mission in Africa, and
also leaks the name of Wilson’s wife, Valerie
Plame, a CIA agent.  “Wilson never worked for
the CIA, but his wife, Valerie Plame, is an Agency
operative on weapons of mass destruction. Two
senior administration officials told me Wilson's
wife suggested sending him to Niger to investigate

the Italian report.”  It became clear that Richard
Armitage (U.S. Deputy Secretary of State) was
Novak’s source and Karl Rove (Deputy Chief of
Staff) was his secondary source.  Both Armitage
and Rove were officials in the Bush
Administration at the time of the leak. Rove still
currently holds his position in the Administration.

Libby leaked Valerie Plame’s identity to
reporter Judith Miller.  Libby first denied he knew
of Plame’s CIA identity prior to July, 8; however,
Judith Miller who once went to jail to protect
Libby as her source testified that she was told of
Plame’s identity before that date.  Libby then stat-
ed that he learnt Plame’s identity from Vice
President Dick Cheney, but then “forgot about it”
until he relearned it from the journalist and televi-
sion host of “Meet the Press” Tim Russert.
Russert has denied any involvement. 

The information regarding Plame’s identity
was leaked to a total of four journalists.  So why
does this matter?  The United States has been at
war in Iraq for four years.  The U.S. government
and military rely on the intelligence services to
protect U.S. citizens at home and abroad.  Leaking
classified top secret information disrupts intelli-
gence collecting missions bringing to the surface
government weaknesses that enemies can use to
their advantage.

In the case of Valerie Plame, she was under
Non-official Cover (NOC) status.  She most likely
had a “cover company” in which she presumably
worked.  There may have been other NOC’s as
well employed by that company as a cover.  When
Plame’s identity was leaked, it put the other NOC
agents working at the “cover company” at risk of
being exposed, and possibly sabotaged their mis-
sions.  After Valerie Plame’s identity was leaked,
many foreign countries most likely pulled out her
records to see if she was visiting or spying in their
countries as well.  To date, no known significant
damage has arisen within the CIA due to the iden-
tity leak.

Cheney’s New Vacation Home
BY ALEXANDER OREJUELA

“The Plame Affair”
BY ANAS PARACHA
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As I clear my head to write these words, the
very idea that the day may come when I may no
longer have the right to express any individual
thoughts and opinions of my own surfaces.
Though I might wish to cast that idea back to the
dark crevices from whence it came, reality sets in
and the future comes into focus, the day of out-
right censorship draws near. If I sound somewhat
melancholy, there is just cause. As a young man of
nineteen, I wake up into a world that is at times
superficial, redundant, and apparently, retarded.  I
ask why I am here. What is my purpose? What
really matters if it all ends?  And, where do I go
from here, this very spot where I lay?  It can be
hard at times, not understanding yourself or your
surroundings, feeling disconnected with every-
thing, from the sun that beats down on you, the
laws made to govern you, to your very anatomy
and physical being. 

The one thing that keeps me in tune, makes
me get up in the morning and keep going is my
voice – my ability to express myself and be heard.
In this vehicle I drive, I propel forward, and my
skid rows follow me, marking where I’ve been.
Your right to expression, to perceive, and convey
is the very thing that lets you know you’re here. In
fact, expression is the very proof that you exist, or
existed. The world of free expression has come
under fire in recent years, causing a lot of people
to appear present, yet be null and void in heart and
mind.  Institutions given the façade of peer organi-
zation have become filters of the people’s voice;
discarding anything that one single person may
feel as an aberration until all individual thoughts
are the same. One instance of this fundamental
censorship and suppression that has come into
focus today is the Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA) ratings board.

The MPAA ratings board, founded in 1968,
was intended to work for filmmakers by helping to
provide feedback from the perspective of their
intended audience, and at the same time to help
parents oversee the films their children would be
viewing. After the Production Code was given a
beating by the judicial books in the late 1950’s
early 60’s, it was a given that censorship was
unlawful and could not exist outright. The
Production Code was an attempt to oversee and
censor the content, image and language, of films.
With the Production Code out the window new
kinds of films, more formally adventurous and
socially relevant to the contemporary culture,
began to come into the light.  These films, for
example, “The Last Picture Show,” and
“American Graffiti,” presented new ideas and
voices, and did so without interference. The con-
troversial “Last Tango in Paris,” starring Marlon
Brando, was an X-rated film directed by Bernardo
Bertolucci in which graphic sex scenes aided the
story of alienation and the necessity of interper-
sonal connection. The film went on to garner
Oscar nominations for best picture and best actor. 

Today, a film in the spirit of Bertolucci’s
would most likely not be celebrated in similar
fashion, at least not in the Hollywood movie mak-
ing machine. The MPAA board is made up of ten
members who view films intended for release and
categorize them. The MPAA rating guidelines are
as follows: G is general audiences; meaning the
film has no sex, no violence save any cartoonish
violence, and no drug paraphernalia.  PG is
parental guidance, for strong language, for exam-
ple, shit or ass, and/or strong violence such as
human combat.  PG-13 includes variants of curs-
ing, violence and nudity, and the word “fuck”
should only be used once.

Ratings R and NC-17 are where most film-
makers argue the line is too thin. R rated films
may contain nudity, swearing, violence, and drug
use. Anything with realistic sex acts other than
missionary, including oral sex, anal sex, fetishes,

more than two people, or anything deemed “aber-
rational” is to be given an NC-17.  Despite the
ambiguity of the term aberrational, filmmakers
argue mostly about the detrimental effects of a
NC-17 rating on box office, and the fact they have
little to no information on how and why their film
received the rating. 

The secretive nature of the MPAA board and
its rulings is the set piece for filmmaker Kirby
Dick’s documentary, “This film is not yet rated.”
Dick’s film explores the controversy surrounding
the MPAA board and the secret identities of its
members. One of the first statements in the film
reports the fact that the MPAA is one of the only
review boards in the world to not share the identi-
ties of its members. Why should a group of people
who have such an impact on one of the most influ-
ential art mediums in America not be disclosed to
the public it serves? Particularly today, when film
and television in the popular
imagination is referred to as
the “window to the world.” At
a time when so much informa-
tion is transmitted through the
airwaves and the internet,
information cultivated in large
part by private corporations, it
is only right that the public
hold a proprietary interest in
the dissemination of that infor-
mation.

Recently, however, there
have been threats to cut funds
to such organizations as the
Manhattan Neighborhood
Network (MNN), which has
provided the island of
Manhattan and its people
access to a diverse array of
media blocks ranging from
FRATA EXTRANA, a bilin-
gual gay talk show to Damn
YC news, a bi-weekly show
produced by and for the youth
of NYC.  And in 2005,
Congress voted on the possible
45% decrease in the federal
funding of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting.  Such
cuts could in fact stop many
Americans from exercising
their freedom of speech over
publicly funded (your taxes)
airwaves. If the proposed cuts
were to go into effect, the only
voices left on the “public” air-
waves will be those of political
machines and media conglom-
erates with  capital gain as their only raison d’être.

In the Hollywood system, NC-17 rated
movies are limited in their release and distribution
possibilities. So much so, in fact, that a major film
studio will not dedicate finances to the marketing
of the film, making it very difficult for viewers to
experience these works of art.  “The studio won’t
release your film with (the rating) NC-17,” says
Kimberly Pierce.  Pierce is director of “Boys
Don’t Cry,” a true story about a trans-gender
youth and the harsh obstacles s/he faces when it is
discovered he was in fact born a woman.  Hillary
Swank gives an Oscar worthy performance as the
lead and the film garnered a wide array of critical
acclaim.  Pierce was told by her lawyer that the
studio that had proposed a deal with her was back-
ing out after the film received an NC-17 rating
from the MPAA board. This angered Pierce who
despite financial obstacles and opposition from
her peers concerning the story content was able to
put together a groundbreaking feature presenta-
tion. “To have worked so hard and have this
unknown board tell me I can’t have a meeting!”

The MPAA board maintains a no meeting policy
with filmmakers regarding the reasons for rating a
film NC-17.

The little feedback Pierce did receive regard-
ing the NC-17 rating focused solely on the sexual
content of the film and not the violence, which she
found odd since the violence depicted in the film
is more graphic than any of the sexual scenes.
“What strikes you immediately about MPAA,”
comments Newsweek film critic, David Ansen, “is
how much more they seem to be concerned about
sex in films than violence.” In his film
“TFINYR,” director Kirby touches on this topic
before airing a clip of Jack Valenti, former
Review Board administrator stating that, “Most
pictures that get the NC-17 rating have to do with
violence,” which stats from his own MPAA web-
site, however, clearly disproves. The facts show
that four out of every five films given an NC-17

rating in the last two years were
rated based on sexual content
that was not graphic but seemed
to deal with the situation and
manner of sexual activity.  The
truth is that movies today are
becoming more daringly vio-
lent, while the threat of sexual
consciousness practiced in
European films is beaten back
with a broom.

A present day example of
such patriarchal pseudo-
masochist principles being
allowed into theaters is the long
awaited classic comic turned
film “300.” It is the opinion of
this writer that the movie “300”
is an ultra violent senseless dis-
play glorifying war. As a fan of
the original comic, much of
what is on screen was added
and tweaked by special effects
to promote the message that
death in the battlefield is some-
thing to be admired. The origi-
nal graphic novel by Frank
Miller focuses on the idea of the
few fighting against the many
and sacrificing themselves so
others may fight on. But the
film version is packed with
scenes of political scandal and
the idea of “old traditional
laws” getting in the way of the
“path to freedom.” Add a little
gratuitous sex, a Queen suc-
cumbing to a man’s carnal
desires for the greater good, and

a semi-trailer load of violence and this movie is
summed up. You might also note the close simi-
larities to the present day U.S. campaign in Iraq,
and that the villains in this movie are all non-
Caucasian. 

Darren Aronofsky, director of “Requiem for a
Dream” and “Fountain,” comments that violence
without any blood or the ramifications of violence
portrayed realistically would be more detrimental
to a child than seeing sexual acts that are non-
graphic and not pornographic on screen. The fact
is, with the rules and guidelines between the stu-
dios and theaters, most parents have no choice
whether they feel their kid should see a film since
NC-17 means no one under 17 with or without a
guardian. When a parent decides she or he wants
to expose, say their sixteen-year old son or daugh-
ter to a film concerning sexual matters in a mature
and decent fashion, it is the MPAA ratings board
which makes the final decision.  And who is being
given the right to control you and your communi-
ty’s access to these works of art?  Kirby Dick set 

Sign O’ the Times? The MPAA Begs to Differ
BY MARK CHAPMAN

continued on page 12

BY KARA MANNERS

Bound In Chains….

My Thoughts

Standing Behind Bars….

My Actions

Lost In Despair….

My Expressions

Suppressed By Society….

My Emotions

Bound By Authority….

My Strengths

Released To Society….

My Weakness

Swallowed By the Crowd….

My Fears

Destroyed With Reason….

My Voice

RESTRICTED
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How many of us have heard those words when dealing with a relation-
ship? I am sure plenty of us! Excuses, Excuses, Excuses! When it comes to
relationships, many people struggle to understand the opposite sex. Take for
example the following “hypothetical” scenario involving three women friends
out for dinner in a restaurant:

WWoommaann  11:: Why didn’t he call me yet? He said he would call me ….
WWoommaann  22::  Maybe he’s just really busy, or he has to take care of some

things and he is just waiting for the right time to call you ….
WWoommaann  33::  No offense, I could be wrong, but maybe he gave his number

out to five other girls that night and he doesn’t want to call
because he doesn’t remember who you are, or what you look
like, let alone remember your name ….

WWoommaann  11::  Oh thanks, that makes me feel a whole lot better.  Well, then
why would he tell me he would call?  I don’t understand ….     

WWoommaann  33:: Maybe he is still hung over…. The drinks were pretty strong!
WWoommaann  11::  Still hung over from last weekend?
Think of the last time you found yourself comforting a friend who was

upset that some guy didn’t call. You probably gave her some lame excuses as
to why the guy has yet to call her, only to make her feel like she hasn’t the
slightest bit of hope left for this guy. “Maybe he was really busy,” or “Maybe
he’s just shy,” or “Maybe he likes you so much that he is too scared to get
involved in a relationship.” No need for excuses, if a guy really likes you he
will call and usually does within a matter of hours or even days.  

For most women, it seems “natural” to think that most men have mas-
tered the art of bullshitting.  I am not saying every man walking on this planet
is the Leonardo DaVinci of BS, but that making up excuses seems to come as
easily to men as changing your socks.  To test my theory, I polled my male
friends regarding their responses to the question, “Is it true most men have a
fear of getting into a serious relationship?”  One-hundred percent of respon-
dents said that the “fear of getting involved in a serious relationship” has
never stopped them from getting involved in the first place, and that they all
use the line about feeling fearful of a “serious” relationship with someone
“when we are not that into them.” Thank you gentleman, my point proven! 

And, how about the oldest excuse in the book: “It’s not you, it’s me!”
Men are absolutely kidding themselves! It is (more often than not) totally
their fault! When I polled my male friends asking if they have ever dated a
girl and used that pathetic excuse they all said, “Of course” (Wow, go figure).
Each one of them admitted that when they broke up with someone, the “real
reason,” as distinct from “the excuse,” was always the same, that is, they did-
n’t want to go out with them anymore. I am sure all women would like to
know why most guys seem to have ADHD disorder when it comes to being
with someone for “too long” (“too long” would appear to be arbitrary and
completely subjective, that is, it could be a matter of weeks, months, or
years). What’s happened to everlasting love?

Men! Can’t Live Without Them
Yep. You read it right. This time, women are in the hot seat. The issue is

equality. Equality between men and woman is important to a successful rela-
tionship. Next time you need a shoulder to lean on, seek out one of the males
you’ve been getting close to instead of running to the same old female best
friend. Women always seem to use the excuse, “How will I know if he really
cares, he never shows me how he’s feeling?” It’s a fact that men tend to hide

their feelings. In other words, men say, “If I share myself physically and men-
tally, I am emotionally hooked.” Fact is, men may be more reluctant to com-
mit, but when they do they give it their all. Statistically, it is women who do
more of the breaking up, letting go, and moving on. It takes men longer to get
over it. Research studies state that men suffer more from the breakup.

Give a man a chance! It seems to be a new trend for a woman to make the
first moves on a man these days.  At the same time, having a woman hit on a
man is a favorite male fantasy. Men are overstressed from being the “aggres-
sor” all the time. The point for women is to make an effort to treat men as
friends rather then just blaming them for the cause of everything that goes
wrong in life. Is it PMS, or an excuse to be bitchy? 

You might be saying, “What does this female know about the male per-
spective on dating?” You’re right to ask.  I don’t know everything but it does
help growing up with an older brother. As I observed my brother with his girl-
friend, I came to a shocking realization. Not all men are born to be heart-
breakers! (Sorry ladies but it’s the truth, some guys are truly genuine). Men
have beating hearts which were given the ability to love. When I asked my
friend what most men look for in a woman, he gave me the 411.  He stated
there are six ways to a guy’s heart: 

OOnnee:: Open Up To the Guy. Guy’s love it when girls are honest about
their future goals and what they want to get out of life. It is really deep
and it makes guys see you as a real person rather that just someone they
want to become physical with. 
TTwwoo::  Get Interested. Asking questions about your guy while having a
conversation with him not only shows you are interested in him, but you
are taking the time out to get to know the real him (Instead of sitting there
going on and on about yourself! Having confidence = Turn on;
Conceitedness = Major turn off). 
TThhrreeee::  Be Your True Self. No acting, this is not an audition for an MTV
episode of Next. Men love it when a woman can act goofy and silly, it
shows they feel comfortable, and they know how to have a good time. 
FFoouurr::  Support Him. Even if you have no idea about the sports he is into,
or you don’t know how to play the video games he plays for five hours a
day.  Hang out with him and try to understand, this is what he likes to do
and you can make an effort to get interested. 
FFiivvee:: Plan a Date. Guys are interested in girls who are fun and like to do
other activities than shop. Plan something you know he enjoys doing. Go
to the ball games with him, treat him to a meal. He will appreciate you
taking the time out to do something he wanted rather than only caring
about yourself. And… 
SSiixx:: Play the Field. There is nothing a guy wants more than a woman
who is a challenge. For example, my friend said, “I’d been hooking up
with this girl for awhile. She was “hot,” but I was still seeing other girls
too, so it wasn’t like we were dating steady or anything. But then one day
I saw her with another guy, and it made me really jealous. I knew then
that she meant a lot to me.” 

If you follow these 6 tips ladies, you can’t go wrong! 
Women and men may never be able to understand each other, and maybe

that is the way it is supposed to be. That not-understanding is the unspoken
language of love.

Listen, it’s not you, it’s me!
BY JACLYN SOLOMON

It is everywhere, in the coffee and cocoa we sip, the
chocolate bars we munch, the soda we gulp, and in the tea we
drink. It is there in huge amounts in those cleverly named
“energy” beverages that are specifically marketed for kids and
teens.  

It is common knowledge that college students don’t get
enough sleep.  Most students have school work plus their regular jobs plus
family and friends.  Students often struggle to accomplish as much as they can
in any 24 hour period. And most of the time, the students do not accomplish
the majority of the things they need and want to do. Too often college stu-
dents are just plain old tired. The late nights, drowning in homework and
cramming for exams to stay on top of their game, are the things that most col-
lege students will experience throughout their college program. Sooner or
later, however, when a person does not get enough sleep they start to feel
fatigued.  Ryan Lombardi, Assistant Dean of students at Duke University, has
listed lack of sleep as a major health issue facing students today, along with
alcohol abuse and body image problems.  

Now, imagine adding college sports and it is an equation that equals
destruction.  Not many people know the onus of being a student athlete.  Most
have a demanding and rigorous schedule. To be eligible to play, the athletes
must be full-time students, taking a minimum of twelve credit units a semes-
ter. Because athletes are enrolled in so many classes, they must schedule a
considerable amount of time for studying and homework. Add on the number
of practice hours their sport requires and it’s doubtful many find a second to
rest. Student athletes are the hardest working students in college.

Because of their schedules, many students and student athletes use drugs

such as Adderall, Ritalin, Dexatrin or a form of Ephedrine, to help them stay
up and/or study. Adderall and Ritalin have become “street drugs” at colleges
and universities, replacing caffeine as the stimulant of choice. Adderall and
Ritalin are listed as Schedule II drugs because they are highly addictive.
Schedule II drugs have a high potential for abuse and have some medical
usages with severe restrictions. Adderall, for example, comes replete with
serious side effects, including palpitations, over stimulation, insomnia and
loss of appetite, something students too often do not take into consideration.
It is a controlled substance and therefore it is illegal without prescription.
These drugs are obtained through illegal distribution, most often from other
students who are also using them to stay awake for class or to push through
research papers and studying for finals. In addition, student athletes want to
do well in school and there is a lot of competition.

It turns out that caffeine may be a better way to stay awake and alert,
according to a recent study.  Researchers from Rush University Medical
Center, Brigham and Women's Hospital and Harvard Medical School say they
discovered that low doses of caffeine throughout the day are more effective
than the traditional method of having a large dose in the morning.  The same
study notes that after the study was over, the subjects got a full night’s rest
and the caffeine did not interfere with their ability to fall asleep or their ability
to stay asleep. The subjects also stopped the caffeine about an hour and a half
before they were to go to bed.  Most of the time, many young adults, includ-
ing high school kids, are seen with huge cups of coffee in the morning.
People are drinking coffee as if it were water, or a milk-shake (which is also
not too healthy in large quantities).  

Image made
available by
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Caffeine: A Turn to the Worst!
BY KENDEL ORTIZ

continued on page 9



The first installment of this 2 part series on immigration reform surveyed
the annual costs of illegal immigrants on taxpayers in New York State, and
also used that information to briefly explore arguments in favor of and against
conferring legal status to illegal immigrants. This installment will explore the
effects of the most recent amnesty program granted to illegal residents by the
United States government and survey the federal revenue gaps that illegal
immigrants leave in the federal budget. 

In 1986, Congress introduced sweeping immigration reform called the
Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA). The act focused on granting
amnesty to illegal aliens in two categories: (1) those who could prove their
illegal residence in the United States since January 1, 1982. (2) Agricultural
workers who had worked at least 90 days
from the dates of May 1, 1985 through May
1, 1986 also received a Congressional par-
don. Through fierce debate, IRCA was
passed through both the House and Senate,
thus, legalizing an approximate 2.7 million
illegal immigrants.

Many believed the act held the quintes-
sential humanitarian soul of the United
States at the time. Concerned that an
increased number of residents (legal or illegal) living underneath the official
radar only aided the derogation of society, that continual exploitation of ille-
gal immigrants might lead to serious poverty levels, and fearing hypothetical
scenarios that undocumented immigrants would not be able to access needed
healthcare and inevitably spread diseases to others, proponents of the IRCA
believed it was the answer to America’s illegal immigration problem. In addi-
tion, millions of children would otherwise not be able to attend formal
schooling because of their legal status which it was posited would create a
wider gap between the rich and poor; this economic gap correlated to educa-
tion continues to be a serious concern  because of the effect it can produce in
regard to poverty rates. And, statistically speaking, higher poverty rates
strongly correlate to higher crime rates. 

The blanket amnesty program of the IRCA still affects the United States
today. It gave a large illegal immigrant population a path to citizenship; crit-
ics of a new amnesty contend that this only encouraged a substantial wave of
illegal immigrants entering the United States. In March of 2006, the
Washington Associated Press released an article citing the approximate num-
ber of illegal immigrants within the United States at 12 million. This is literal-
ly a 4 to 1 ratio of the number granted amnesty in 1986. One of the most
detrimental consequences to arise out of the 1986 amnesty program carries
the name of “Mahmud Abouhalima.” Abouhalima claimed amnesty as an
agricultural worker during the 1986 IRCA and was granted a Congressional
pardon. Abouhalima continued his stay in the United States to help master-
mind the World Trade Center bombing in 1993. Later investigations from the
FBI found that Abouhalima was never employed as an agricultural worker,
but falsely claimed for amnesty while operating as a NYC taxi driver during
the allotted IRCA time frame. 

“They (undocumented workers) are a part of our fabric in a practical
sense. They’re not going to get deported… they’re already here” (Michael
Bloomberg, New York City Mayor). Objective and reliable quantifiable data
is hard to obtain on the issue of illegal immigrants, yet supplementing the
money spent in tax dollars supporting healthcare and educational facilities
utilized by illegal immigrants, many illegal immigrants do pay U.S. taxes.
The Center for Immigration Studies (CIS) published a report in 2004 survey-
ing the 2002 federal budget. According to the 2004 report, illegal households
contributed roughly $4,200 per year in federal taxes, totaling nearly 16 billion
dollars annually. However, the report also finds that each illegal household
also imposes annual costs of 26.3 billion dollars on the economy through
government services, equaling roughly $6,950 per illegal household. (This
report cites the estimated illegal population in the country at approximately
12 million.) This leaves a fiscal debt of 10.3 billion dollars incurred by illegal
aliens. The report continues to detail the financial aftermath of a blanket
amnesty program using the 2002 federal budget as a guideline: “Costs rise
unavoidably because amnesty will not change the low education levels of ille-
gal aliens or the fact that the American economy offers such workers very
limited opportunities, regardless of legal status. The vast majority of illegal
aliens will continue to have very low incomes, and make very modest tax
payments.” According to this model, although tax payments may rise 77%,
costs would also increase to 117% because with amnesty there is more open
access to government programs. 

Currently, illegal aliens are generally limited to sub-standard and low
paying jobs. Reports use quantitative data such as that of the professions of
illegal immigrants to infer that they will not contribute on a higher level to the
economy once legalized. Comparing undocumented workers to legal foreign
born workers in the United States, a 2006 report by MSNBC.com found that
undocumented workers consist of 5% of the nation’s workforce, but make up
20% or more in low wage jobs ranging from cooks to insulation workers.
Although illegal immigrants do hold a considerable employment rate in
menial occupations, it is vital to note that there is still a firm bar that restricts

their employment mobility in the United States
– the law. Illegal immigrants have no access to
utilize skills they may either currently hold or
cultivate in the future because of their legal sta-
tus. New models must be implemented in the
immigration debate that may account for an
increased amount of skilled workers that stem
from a new amnesty program, models that do
not contrive data of a current undocumented
workforce which may become obsolete.

Throughout U.S. history, immigrants have not been welcomed with open
arms, whether they were Irish immigrants in the early 1900s or a stream of
Middle Easterners in the new millennium. Yet, the strong diversity helps to
build this country as a super-power. After all, the backs of immigrants built
this country. As expressed by an illegal immigrant who agreed to speak on
the condition anonymity, “We have a lot to offer this country; we just don’t
have the chance to offer it yet. Of course crime rates are higher for illegal
immigrants; we have no access to the social ladder America offers.  If a man
steals so that his family may eat, is he a thief or a hero?” 
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America: Open Arms, Closed Doors
Part II of a Two Part Series

BY DAVID SATNARINE

Part II 
of a two-part Series

on Immigration

reform

led Solving the E-waste Problem (StEP), an initiative focused on making
electronics easier to recycle.  The major issue with recycling is the complexi-
ty of disassembling these electronics.  The cost of this process makes it unat-
tractive to many suppliers.  The onus is on manufacturers to create products
easily dismantled, thereby making recycling profitable.  

Xerox, HP, and Dell are three companies that have instituted recycling
programs for their outdated products.  The wireless phone company Nokia
has also stepped in by unveiling a self disassembling cell phone, which
breaks down when exposed to high temperatures.  The National Electronics
Product Stewardship is in the process of creating a framework for national
recycling.  In the meantime, if you have to have the latest gadget, be sure to
leave your outdated equipment at a local recycling center.  Find one near you,
and more information at: www.wirelessrecycling.com.

Keeping Up with Technology
continued from page 2
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NNaammee::  Troy Blackman
AAggee::  20
HHoobbbbiieess:: Painting and exercise.
MMaajjoorr:: Fine and Performing Arts 
CCoonncceennttrraattiioonn::    Theater
SSeemmeesstteerrss  @@  QQCCCC:: 3
CCaarreeeerr  ggooaallss:: To make it as a successful actor.
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  @@  QQCCCC::  Three: Oedipus Rex, Romeo & Juliet,
and The shorts festival (coming this May). 
In light of Women’s month who is your female role model and why? My moth-
er …I’m a momma’s boy. My mother is very nurturing and keeps me focused.
Also my nana, she has had a hard life but she has a wonderful spirit. She is a
very strong woman and is an inspiration.  
What did the play “For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When
the Rainbow is Enuf” mean to you and what impact did it have on your life? I
played a short cameo and was in the house for the duration of the play. My
favorite scene was played by Simone Black, and I believe this play is meant
for everyone. 

NNaammee::  Turi Mendozo
AAggee::  20
HHoobbbbiieess:: Sketching, playing the guitar, reading, writing, 
directing, performing, and daydreaming.
MMaajjoorr::  Fine and Performing Arts 
CCoonncceennttrraattiioonn:: Theater
SSeemmeesstteerrss  @@  QQCCCC::  4
CCaarreeeerr  ggooaallss:: Become a writer and influence the way people look at life;
inspired by Mark Twain and E. Hager.
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  @@  QQCCCC::  Three:  Romeo & Juliet, and For
Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide (stage manager).
In light of Women’s month who is your female role model and why? My
mother, she raised three children on her own and stayed strong for us.
What did the play “For Colored Girls…” mean to you and what impact did it
have on your life? This play is important to me because it’s my first stage
management so the play is burned in my psyche. I know the play from front to
back.

NNaammee:: Josina B. Miley AKA Ms. Pinkston
AAggee:: 20
HHoobbbbiieess::  Writing, acting, drawing, dancing, braiding and
PINK.
MMaajjoorr:: Fine and Performing Arts; Concentration: Theater
SSeemmeesstteerrss  @@  QQCCCC::  5
CCaarreeeerr  ggooaallss:: An internship at Vibe or BTB fashion magazine. Transfer to
Brooklyn College, major in Television and Video and minor in Journalism.
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  @@  QQCCCC:: Two: Romeo & Juliet, and For Colored
Girls… (nominated for the Irene Ryan Award (International acting scholar-
ship).

In light of Women’s month who is your female role model and why? Simone
Black (co-star in For Colored Girls). She is a strong individual and humble. 
What did the play “For Colored Girls…” mean to you and what impact did it
have on your life? The play showed me another level of acting. It gave me
more understanding of other women’s problems when normally I could only
be sympathetic.

NNaammee::  Belinda Jaime 
AAggee::  N/A
HHoobbbbiieess::  Shopping and hanging with my friends.
MMaajjoorr::  Fine and Performing Arts 
CCoonncceennttrraattiioonn:: Theater
SSeemmeesstteerrss  @@  QQCCCC::  2
CCaarreeeerr  ggooaallss:: My goal is to take the world by storm either by acting or writ-
ing/directing movies. I want to make a few movies as well as star in a produc-
tion on Broadway. Let’s see what happens.
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  @@  QQCCCC::  Two: Romeo & Juliet, and For Colored
Girls…
In light of Women’s month who is your female role model and why? My
female role model is my mother, not just for this month but always. My mom
came to this country from Honduras with nothing and established a great life
for her and her family. She has overcome so many things, and I believe she is
a very strong and spiritual woman. She has done a great job with me and I
love her for that.

NNaammee::  Linda M. Snipes
AAggee::  21
HHoobbbbiieess:: listen to music, read and write lyrics/ poems.
MMaajjoorr::  Fine and Performing Arts 
CCoonncceennttrraattiioonn:: Theater
SSeemmeesstteerrss  @@  QQCCCC:: 2
CCaarreeeerr  ggooaallss::  listen to music, read and write lyrics/ poems.
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  @@  QQCCCC::  One
In light of Women’s month who is your female role model and why? My two
all time women role models will always be Aaliyah and Selena because they
were beautiful people inside and out and for their positive outlook on life.
Another woman would be Dorothy Dandridge who despite the odds of being a
colored actress in the racially biased industry of 1950s Hollywood left a lega-
cy of determination as well as beauty and talent... They all had beautiful voic-
es and their spirits will always live on.
What did the play “For Colored Girls…” mean to you and what impact did it
have on your life? At first glance at the book you would totally brush it off,
but once you read and understand it you see why it’s so important for females
in general to read and see the play - it shows/ tells you what to look out for in
the characters of men and how to love yourself. Working on the play made me
realize that women truly are powerful and that we can get through anything
that stands in our way. 

QCC SPOTLIGHT By Safiya Whitehead
Welcome to the 2nd installment of the Communiqué Spotlight!  Queensborough Community College is home to roughly 22,000 students, all of whom come
from different backgrounds, and have different aspirations.  If you attend QCC, you probably won’t see HALF the students, let alone meet them personally.
The staff at the Communiqué would like to introduce you to a few students on campus that you might not otherwise meet. Say hello to your classmates!

The Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA)
continues to fight for liberation and equality for Afghan women and to restore
a democratic and secular government for the people of Afghanistan.  RAWA
was founded in 1977 in Kabul by social activist Meena Kishwar Kamal as a
self-governing organization working for social and political freedom for the
women of Afghanistan and in opposition to uprising Fundamentalist
Organizations.

Meena Kishwar Kamal, the founder and leader of RAWA, was born in
Kabul,Afghanistan on February 27, 1956, where she later attended the
University of Kabul. According to RAWA documents, Ms. Kamal left the
University of Kabul at age nineteen to develop an organization that would
work towards providing health and education facilities for Afghan women.
RAWA's main objective was to reduce the illiteracy rate among Afghan
women and to restore political equality, including equal voting rights for both
men and women.

However, after the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union in 1979
and the rising of Fundamentalist Organizations under the leadership of
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, RAWA “became directly involved in the resistance of
war.” It began to organize movements in opposition to the Soviet Union's
“heinous” crimes against the people of Afghanistan and later against
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar and his organization. Gulbaddin Hekmatyar key
endeavor was to strip the women of Afghanistan of their religious and social
rights and to create a nation governed under fundamentalist Islamic law.

RAWA circulated “anti-Soviet and anti-puppets leaflets” with the hope of
acquiring support from other women to join them in the “resistance of war.”

In addition to local protests held by the RAWA against the Soviet Union's
Regime and Gulbaddin Hekmatyar’s organization, RAWA launched the publi-
cation of Payam-e-Zan (Woman's Message) magazine in 1981.  Payam-e-Zan
publicly and internationally exposed the “criminal nature of fundamentalist
groups” aiming to acquire full control of Afghanistan and its people and pro-
vided Afghan women with information in “regard to their political and social
rights.” Payam-e-Zan later earned Ms. Kamal an invitation to the French
International Socialist Conference in Valence, France to discuss the develop-
ment of RAWA and its organized movements against the “political chaos” in
Afghanistan due to the Soviet Union's invasion. Meena Kishwar Kamal con-
tinued her work as a social activist, traveling to other European countries cam-
paigning against “Fundamentalism and the governing Russian Puppet
Regime,” with the expectation of gaining support from other international
socialist organizations.  However, Ms. Kamal was forced to relocate to
Pakistan for her safety after learning that the Soviet Regime was inquiring
about her and the others members of RAWA. In Pakistan, RAWA focused on
constructing institutions that would empower the lives of Afghan Women.
RAWA literary courses were established for Afghan refugee women living in
Pakistan. Women were taught the trade of sewing clothing, clothing that was
later sold to generate revenue.  The profits gained were used to purchase med-
ical supplies for the women and children who were still trapped in
Afghanistan. RAWA also founded the Malalai Hospital in Quetta, Pakistan in
1986, providing health care for Afghan women and children refugees living in
Pakistan.

RAWA Fighting for the Liberation of Afghan Women
BY TARA-DEE WOODS

continued on page 9
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“Insider trading” is an activity that most
investors associate with illegal conduct, but the
phrase actually refers to both legal and illegal con-
duct. The legal version is when corporate insiders,
officers, directors and employees buy and sell
stock in their own companies. When corporate
insiders trade in their own securities, they must
report their trades to the SEC (Securities and
Exchange Commission). Illegal insider trading
refers generally to buying or selling security in
other relationships of trust and confidence, while
in possession of material non-public information
about the security. Insider trading violations may
also include “tipping” such information, securities
trading by the person “tipped,” and securities trad-
ing by those who misappropriate such information.

It is not a coincidence that corporate execu-
tives seem to always buy and sell at the right times.
After all, the CEO’s and the CFO’s of the world
have access to every bit of company information
you could ever want. This doesn’t mean individual
investors are left in the dark. Insider trading data is
out there for everyone who wants to use it. A com-
mon misconception is that only directors and upper
management can be convicted of insider trading.
Anybody who has material and non-public infor-
mation can commit such an act. This means that
nearly anybody—including brokers, family,
friends and employees—can be considered an
insider. 

The following examples are of illegal insider
trading:

• The CEO of a company sells a stock after
discovering that the company will be losing
a big government contract in a month.

• The CEO’s son sells the company stock after
hearing from his dad that the company will
be losing the big government contract.

• A government official realizes that the com-
pany will lose a big government contract, so
the official sells the stock.

The Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) is extremely strict with those who trade
unfairly and thereby undermine investor confi-
dence and the integrity of the financial markets.
Insiders, however, are not always involved in

something illegal. They legally buy and sell stock
in their own company all of the time; their trading
is restricted and illegal only at certain times and
under certain conditions (see “Uncovering Insider
Trading” by Investopedia Staff).

Since the depths of the Great Depression, the
Securities and Exchange Commission has tried to
prevent insider trading in U.S. securities markets.
Insiders, a firm’s principal owners, directors, and
management, as well as its lawyers and accoun-
tants, routinely possess information that is unavail-
able to the general public. Because some of that
information will affect the prices of the firm’s
securities when it becomes public, insiders can
profit by buying or selling in advance. Even before
the thirties, insiders were liable under the common
law if they fraudulently misled uninformed traders
into accepting inappropriate prices. But the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 went further by
forbidding insiders from profiting passively from
superior information.

One of the most famous instances of insider
trading was Charles F. Fogarty’s purchase of
Texas Gulf Sulphur shares during 1963 and 1964.
Fogarty, an executive vice president of Texas Gulf,
knew that the company had discovered a rich min-
eral lode in Ontario that it could not publicize
before concluding leases for mineral rights. In the
meantime, Fogarty purchased 3,100 Texas Gulf
shares and earned $125,000 to $150,000 (in 1991
dollars).

The basic argument against insider trading is
that insiders should not be permitted to earn such
sums at the expense of uninformed traders. Yet in
almost all other markets where information is
important, insider trading is well established and
widely accepted. One reason frequently cited by
policymakers and commentators is that insider
trading undermines public confidence in the secu-
rities markets. If people fear that insiders will regu-
larly profit at their expense, they will not be nearly
as willing to invest. A similar argument is that
companies prefer that their securities trade in
“thick” markets, markets with many traders.

An insider trader will sell securities to the spe-
cialist when only he knows that the securities will

soon be worthless. After the price has fallen, the
insider is free to repurchase the securities from the
specialist for the lower price. If that occurs, the
specialist (a specialist is someone whom the stock
exchange appoints to ensure that a buyer of a par-
ticular security listed by the exchange can readily
find a seller, and vice versa) loses money. But
insider trading might also have offsetting benefits.
Insider trading can be profitable only if securities
prices move. Therefore, insiders hoping to trade on
inside information may try to get the price to move
by cutting the company’s costs, seeking new prod-
ucts.

Another well-known instance of insider trad-
ing occurred in 1975 and 1976. Vincent Chiarella
netted more than $60,000 by trading on important
non-public data about firms other than his employ-
er. Chiarella was always able to “crack the code”
by buying from unidentified individuals, and he
thus became a successful trader. The Supreme
Court ruled that Chiarella did not violate the insid-
er trading rules because he did not work for any
firm whose inside information he had discovered. 

A number of financial economists and law
professors take the position that insider trading
ought to be legal. They base their case on the
proposition that insider trading makes the stock
market more efficient. The inside information will
come out at some point. If insider trading was
legal, insiders would bid the prices of stocks up or
down in advance of the information being released.
The result is that the price would more fully reflect
all information, both public and confidential about
a company at any given time.

They also argue that sometimes, through luck
or effort, individuals with no formal relationship
with a firm discover important non-public data.
The real insiders can always profit by trading prior
to public awareness of the data. But a certain fea-
ture of insider trading law is that informed trading
is treated more softly if the trader is a “quasi trad-
er,” a market professional who holds a spot on the
Securities and Exchange Commission, rather than
that the trader is a real insider.

Insider Trading: Legality and Illegality
BY LUKASZ LUGUCIK

According to RAWA reports, as result of Ms. Kamal's dedication to the
fight for democracy and a secular government against Russian forces, she was
assassinated by “agents of KHAD (Afghanistan branch of the KGB) and their
fundamentalist accomplices in Quetta, Pakistan on February 4, 1987.”  Despite
the tragic lost of RAWA’s leader, it continued to work on the goals that Ms.
Kamal had set out to achieve.

After the fall of the Soviet Regime in 1992, an extreme fundamentalist
organization, the “Islamic Taliban,” acquired power over the people of
Afghanistan.  The Taliban put into practice ultra-conservative laws which
denied the right of freedom to the Afghan society, primarily women.  Women
were not allowed to walk the streets without being accompanied by a
“Mahram,” a close male relative.  In addition, employment was restricted, and
whether in neighborhood based businesses or governmental positions, women
were denied the right to be in a profession. Further, women were deprived of
the right to education and sufficient medical care.  In addition, women who
were caught breaking any of the laws implemented by the “fundamentalists,”
generally received punishment for their actions.  Punishment included flogging,
stoning, even death. RAWA’s struggle for the liberation for Afghan women
against the “tyranny” of fundamentalist organizations became far more difficult.

RAWA began to document all criminal activities that were being commit-
ted by the “fundamentalists,” and reported them to international news organiza-
tions, newspapers, magazines and all other organizations that were interested in
hearing their stories.  RAWA also created a website www.RAWA.org as a
source to internationally expose the brutality that the Afghan nation faced due
to the governing of “Extreme Islamic Fundamentalists.”

The focus on educating Afghan women and children has always been the
“hallmark” of RAWA's goals and success, even after the elimination of the
Taliban regime in 2001.  Since 1987, RAWA has founded fifteen schools in
Pakistan, and there are hundreds of literacy programs available to young girls
and women throughout Pakistan and Afghanistan currently under operation.
RAWA’s plan for the future is to carry on with the work that the founder Meena
Kishwar Kamal had set out to accomplish, the liberation of the women of
Afghanistan and the restoration of democracy in their homeland.

Liberation of Afghan Women
continued from page 8

But, when taken in a large amount in the morning it may be useless in
keeping a person alert for the entire day.  Theoretically, if you get a good
eight hours of rest a night and stay awake for sixteen hours during the day,
caffeine should not be needed to stay awake and alert. But since most people
don’t have eight hours of sleep each night, in the morning the caffeine is
needed to wake up. As the day wears on, however, caffeine users become
drowsier. When the caffeine is needed later in the day, it is no longer in one’s
system.

Caffeine and its “sister” chemicals, theophylline and theobromine (which
are also found in varying amounts in beverages including coffee, tea, colas,
etcetera), are central nervous system stimulants. This means they give you a
“buzz” or a sense of increased alertness.  While theophylline and theobromine
relax smooth muscle they and caffeine are also cardiac stimulants (they
increase your heart rate). They are also diuretics, which means they make
your body produce more urine. All of these effects are related to the fact that
caffeine inhibits a specific enzyme in the body that controls many body func-
tions.  Caffeine is also addictive, in the sense that people develop a physical
dependence upon it and have withdrawal symptoms if they stop. If you feel
like you just can’t function without it and need to drink (or take) something
with caffeine every day, then you are addicted to caffeine.  

There is some good news however.  The potential benefits of caffeine are
that it delays (but does not eliminate!) fatigue and provides a temporary boost
of “energy.”  Caffeine starts to work as soon as fifteen minutes after it is con-
sumed. Its effects last about three to four hours. It is often used by people
(particularly college students, truck drivers, and shift workers) to help them
stay awake longer.  Caffeine does work fairly well for a short time for this
purpose, but it is not a substitute for sleep. Caffeine may help you stay awake
and alert long enough to study, but it will not improve your performance on
an exam the next day if you have not gotten enough sleep. Also, caffeine does
not counteract the effects of alcohol.  For further information on caffeine and
its effects, visit The National Sleep Foundation website www.sleepfounda-
tion.org.

Caffeine
continued from page 6
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This summer...

Are you looking for a quality school
that’s minutes from home, in an attractive setting,
where you can take a summer course for $120 per credit?

The Queensborough Difference:

• Small class sizes
• Classes taught by highly credentialed faculty
• Tutorial support
• Earn transferable college credits
• NY State residents: $120* per credit

Apply now for summer courses
Call: 718.281.5000
Visit: www.qcc.cuny.edu
Come to campus: 222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364-1497

Ample parking available

It must be...

*Rate is for matriculated students, plus applicable fees

The City University of New York/QCC is an EEO/IRCA/ADA Employer.
All AA/EEO Policies/Procedures are at www.qcc.cuny.edu/affirmativeaction

Hillary Clinton has served as a New York
State Senator for six years, and she has done a lot
for New York City.  One example is her ongoing
fight to improve the quality of every child’s edu-
cation, from preschool through college.  On her
official website, www.hillaryclinton.com, it states
that Senator Clinton will continue to “press for
equal rights for girls and women by fighting to
protect title IX, which provides equal opportuni-
ties for girls and women in sports, (and) champi-
oning legislation that would ensure that women
earn the same amount as men for equal work, and
more.” And today, in addition to her previous
accomplishments, Senator Clinton is running for
President of the United States in the 2008 election.  

Although Senator Clinton has done a lot for
this country she now faces the biggest battle of her
political career—how to win the Presidential elec-
tion. One problem that she, and each of her com-
petitors face in that instead of looking at what
each candidate has done and said, the popular
media and much of its audience is instead focusing
upon the issue of identity, that is, upon the racial,
ethic and gender identities of the candidates, on
whether they are black, white, male or female,
young or old.  In addition, media commentators
are questioning if the fact that Hillary Clinton is a
woman, and is married to a former President,
might negatively affect her chances in winning the
election. 

It seems that when people see Senator Barack
Obama they think that because he is a young
African American he’s going to stand up for
African Americans; and when they see Hillary
Clinton they assume she is going to stand up for
women’s rights. But the fact of the candidate’s
racial and gender identity is not always a clear

indication of their position on legislative matters.
Observers of the race for the Presidency might be
better served to focus on what issues the candi-
dates speak most passionately about, and what
their plans are to address and solve problems, big
and small.  

There are certain advantages Senator Clinton
has that may help her win the Presidency and there
are some disadvantages that may contribute to her
losing the election.  Advantages include her stance
against the war in Iraq as against President Bush’s
push to increase the number of American soldiers
deployed in Iraq, encouraging more young men
and women to join the army, navy, and marines.
In addition, Senator Clinton is in high demand as a
speaker at Democratic functions across the coun-
try, and she is currently the Democratic frontrun-
ner in raising campaign funds (Senator Obama’s
campaign, as of this writing, is on par with
Clinton’s fundraising efforts).  Senator Clinton’s
disadvantage might be summarized in the follow-
ing manner:  As the battle for the Democratic par-
ty’s nomination continues it appears that more and
more people are asking the question, is a woman
capable of assuming such an important political
post, especially given the fact that the U.S. is
presently engaged in two wars in the Middle East?
Unfortunately, a significant number of Americans

do not consider men and women intellectual and
moral equals.  In addition, people continue to
reflect on what happened between Senator
Clinton’s husband Bill Clinton and Monica
Lewinsky.  And further, some believe that being
married to a former president is a disadvantage for
Senator Clinton in that the public will tend to
associate her policy positions with those of her
husband.

Talking to students on the QCC campus, as
well as with friends, family, and people in my
community it appears that the biggest obstacle
Hillary Clinton faces that might stop her from
winning the Presidential election is the fact that
she voted in support of the invasion of Iraq.
Before she decided to run for the Presidency, she
supported the war because of the attacks on the
United States on 9/11.  Interviewing numerous
students on campus, in addition to friends and
family, I asked if Senator Clinton will win the
2008 election for President. The majority seem to
believe she will not win due to the fact that she’s a
woman, while others thought that she’s not a capa-
ble enough politician to handle the pressing eco-
nomic and social issues facing the United States
today.  In addition, half of the people I inter-
viewed said that Senator Clinton’s marriage to for-
mer President Clinton is a problem.  They believe
that voters will look at what he did and did not do
for the country when he was President and not at
what she is going to do for the country if she
becomes President.  The other 50% said her mar-
riage would not be a problem because Senator
Clinton is her own person and has her own ideas.

Will Senator Clinton’s disadvantages out-
weigh her advantages in the race for the
Presidency?  How and when will America decide?

The Fight Hillary Clinton Faces
BY MURIELLE BLANC
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On March 7, 2007 one of the most deadly
fires in New York City erupted, claiming the lives
of ten people (nine children and one adult), and
injuring nineteen other residents of the building.
The fire started sometime around 11 p.m. in the
basement of the home, which was split into two
apartments, and spread quickly up the stairs.  The
victims included Fatoumata Soumare
and her four children: a daughter
Hassimy, 7, a son Dgibril, 4, and 7-
month-old twins Sisi and Harouma. Her
Husband Mamadou Soumare, an immi-
grant from Mali, a country in West
Africa, is a New York City cab driver
and was on duty when the fire started.
He received a panicked call from his
wife when the fire broke out. Fox News
reported, “She said, ‘We have a fire!’
She screamed,” Soumara recalled. When
Soumara heard the call he rushed home to find that
his wife and children were trapped in the house
and fire was spreading through their home – there
was nothing that he could do but watch. The build-
ing did not have a fire escape, and according to

city building codes, the building was not required
to have a fire escape.  That made it harder for the
victims to escape and for the fire department to put
out the fire. The fire department took approximate-
ly two hours to extinguish the blaze, which had
spread to the first floor and then throughout the
building. 

It has been reported that
either a space heater or an over-
loaded power strip located in the
home started the fire.
Unfortunately, this isn’t the first
time an electrical appliance has
been the cause of a deadly fire.
In July 2005 a fire spread through
a two-story home in Queens
Village, killing three people.  A
2-year-old baby girl, her 23-year-
old mother and her grandmother

all died in this fire. Six people lived in the house,
but only five were in the house at the time of the
fire.  An eighteen-year old man jumped out of the
window from the second floor and crawled to a
neighbor’s home to ask for help, and a twenty-

five-year old woman who was also in the house
escaped but needed medical assistance at the hos-
pital. This tragic fire happened on my block, a
couple of houses down from my home; to witness
this terrible event was heartbreaking. It was report-
ed that faulty electrical wiring or an air-condition-
er on the first floor of the house caused the fire. 

According to the U.S. Fire Administration,
electrical fires in homes claim the lives of 485
Americans each year and injure 2,305 more. Most
fires are caused by electrical system failures and
appliance problems, but many more are caused by
misuse of electrical appliances, incorrectly
installed wiring, and overloaded circuits and
extension cords. Some homes have a lot of resi-
dents living in them and overcrowding can con-
tribute to fire when electrical circuits are over-
loaded. Electrical devices are very useful, but they
can also be extremely dangerous when used
improperly. 

Both of the fires were tragedies.  We all need
to understand how to use appliances safely and
hopefully incidents like those mentioned here will
never happen again.

Home of the deadly Bronx
fire that killed 10 people

Photo by ABC news/ 
(Associated Press)

The Bronx Tragedy
BY CANDICE THOMPSON

In the past thirty years many changes have
occurred within the United States Armed Forces
which are considerably alarming, and controver-
sial.  Private military contractors have recently
come under increased scrutiny due to their opera-
tional costs, and that most of these companies do
not abide by the same rules rules of military
engagement as the United States Military, nor do
they report to anyone besides company officers.
The relationship between private military sectors
and the U.S. government has grown especially
close within the past decade. Up until World War
2, the primary role of PMCs was to provide med-
ical assistance, logistics support, provisioning, and
transportaion. The past ten years, however, has
seen the most dramtic changes in PMC operations.
The increased role of these private companies can
be seen in the growth in deployment of private
military personnel, from approximately 1 out of
every 50 U.S. military personnel to 1 out of every
10 by 2003. 

Since the Vietnam War, the U.S. military has
relied more on private contractors to provide tech-
nical and weapons support.  Private military con-
tractors have since taken on work including air
maintance and control, ammunition, weapons dis-
armament and destruction of weapons, mine
extraction, high level security, and many other
high risk and low risk operations. These compa-
nies are in competition for high value contracts.
As a consequence, companies may withhold infor-
mation in order to stay ahead of competitors, court
favoritism among those hiring the company, and
ignore issues of accountability which can lead to
mismanagment.  In addition, many of the opera-
tions now carried out by the private sector were
once the responsibility of U.S. military personnel.
This trend toward universal privatization of the
military is currently undergoing an expansion in
all branches of the armed services, with plans
from the Bush administration to move additional
sections of government work to private sectors. 

Many military officials have argued that there
has been a recent exit increase with many special
forces across the globe, with a significant number
of former U.S. special forces personnel  employed
at these private military corporations.  Military
staff are drawn in by the fact that entry level posi-
tions with different companies can pay up to
$100,000 a year in some instances, or as high as
$1,000 a day, which is 2-3 times more than what
an average special forces soldier is paid by the

U.S. military.  In addition, most special forces per-
sonnel are deployed for no more than a year and a
half.  At the same time, however, private contract-
ing creates competitive pressure to reduce the
costs.  This competition and drive for profits sig-
nificantly problematizes the private sectors
involvement with government armed forces.  For
example, unless both private contractor and U.S.
military personel are sent on joint contracted oper-
ations, coordination of efforts and oversight is vir-
tually impossible.  At present, there is no middle
ground. Private military contractors once under
contract have all the available resources provided
by their own company, which match government
equipment.  Yet, when a situation gets out of con-
trol during a contracted operation, the contractor
may call in reinforcement provided by the United
States military.  

A controversy in 1999, involving DynCorp
stationed in Bosnia, was particularly embarrassing
for the U.S. military.  A Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations Act lawsuit filed against
DynCorp employees while located in Bosnia
found: “Employees and supervisors from
DynCorp were engaging in perverse, illegal and
inhumane behavior and were purchasing illegal
weapons, women, forged passports and participat-
ing in other immoral acts.” Interestingly, the
United States Army has awarded a contract for
management of translation and interpretation ser-
vices in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom to
Global Linguistic, a joint venture formed by
DynCorp. This deal offers a five-year contract,
with a maximum value of $4.645 billion, ordered
to begin March 2007.  What does this “award” say
about accountability?

Currently in Iraq there are thought to be at
least 100,000 private military contractors working
directly for the United States Department of
Defense, ten times the number included in previ-
ous operations since the Persian Gulf War, just
over a decade earlier. The growth in private mili-
tary contractors may expand their power and
influence upon the government in many aspects.
It seems the competition, need for growth, and
generation of wealth is appealing to many looking
for financial opportunity. Unfortunately, whether
for freedom, liberty, profit, or political power, it
may be extremely difficult to determine the true
motivations of PMCs. 

Private Paramilitary companies which offer,
Removal of conventional weapons and ammuni-

tions, Counterterrorism, Analysis Centers, Armed
Security, Surveillance and Reconnaissance,
Training…. All open for business to many govern-
ments, nations, companies, and individuals located
around the world:
• Alpha Point Security http://www.alphapointse-

curity.com/. 
• AQMI Strategy Corp 
• Blackwater USA

http://www.blackwaterusa.com/
• Braddock Dunn & McDonald 
• C3 Defense, Inc. http://www.c3defenseinc.com/
• CACI - California Analysis Center,

Incorporated 
• Critical Intervention Services 
• Berodt Dynamics
• Defion Internacional, 
• DynCorp, http://www.dyn-intl.com/
• Eastern Cross 
• Elite Security Corps 
• ITT Corporation 
• ISCS International 
• Kellogg Brown and Root -Division of

Halliburton 
• Landmine Sourcing   http://www.landmine-

sourcing.com/
• Military Professional Resources Inc.-

http://www.mpri.com/index.html 
• ManTech International Corporation 
• Northbridge Services Group 
• Northrop Grumman 
• Overwatch Protection Solutions International, 
• Paratus World Wide Protection,

http://www.paratusiraq.com/  
• Ronin Worldwide Executive Protection, LLC,  
• Raytheon 
• SCG International Risk 
• SkyLink USA 
• SOS Temps, Inc. 
• Spartan Consulting Group  
• Tactical Response Services paramilitary 
• Titan Corporation 
• Top Cat Marine Security  http://www.topcat-

marinesecurity.com/
• Triple Canopy, Inc. -

http://www.triplecanopy.com/triplecanopy/en/h
ome/ 

• Vinnell Corporation 
• VIP Investigations & Protective Services Inc.

http://www.usfind.com/
• EUBSA BV Inc. STOP units http://www.pri-

vate-military-company.com/

For Profit or Liberty
BY TONY VITTIGLIO
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out to answer that question for us. 
With the aid of a private detective, Dick managed to obtain the identities

of the MPAA board members. I will mention three: Joan Yatabe, age 61, has
two kids aged 22 and 25. Anthony Hey, age 61, has two children aged 28 and
30.  Arleen Bates, at 44, is the youngest member with a 15 year old and a 23
year old.  It would appear that there is quite a generation gap between the
members of the ratings board, and the target audience of most movie produc-
tions. As with the age limit for the presidency, 35 being the youngest, it turns
out that young people at times are not only shut out of politics, but they can’t
decide what movies are suitable for their peers to watch until they are forty
plus years old.

Here is an idea for the MPAA, how about letting young adults make deci-
sions about what 14, 15, and 16 year olds can handle. These are different
times, with different social expectations, necessities, and values. The idea that
no parent under the age of thirty exists in Hollywood seems unfathomable.  In
addition, Jack Valenti wanted no child psychiatrist or anyone with similar
skill traits on the board. This means that board members have only their bias-
es and the fact that they have children to guide their rating decisions.  Biases,
but what biases could they hold? Sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, social
and economic standing can play a part in why some films are left on the cut-
ting room floor. At times it seems that America is afraid of its own self, its
own feelings, and its own voice. Here are some examples:

• Boys Don’t Cry was rated NC-17 for a scene of oral sex. Single White
Female, rated R, contains several scenes of oral sex. The difference: In
Boys Don’t Cry, a woman is being orally pleasured by another female, in
the latter a man is being pleasured by a woman.  Female pleasure vs. male
domination, homosexuality vs. heterosexuality.

• Mysterious Skin (NC-17) has a scene of two young men engaging in rear
entry penetration.  Unfaithful (R) contains a scene of rear entry penetration
between a man and a woman. Homosexuality vs. heterosexuality. 

• But I’m a Cheerleader (NC-17) contains a scene of a teenage female charac-
ter masturbating on the outside of her underpants.  No actual finger penetra-
tion.  American Beauty (R) contains a scene of male character masturbating
in shower.  Female pleasure vs. male dominance.

One can see that it is not only the films themselves that are being pushed
to the outskirts of media consciousness by MPAA ratings, but the ideas that
these films embody – ideas of sexual freedom, ideas of love having no gender
constraints, and women enjoying sex or being sexually pleasured without
being subservient to a man. Do gay people make love, or carry out carnal
desires that could be damaging to the teenage psyche?  Do women mastur-
bate?  Can a woman find pleasure without the help of a man? Is it wrong for a
man to pleasure a woman without a “fair exchange”?  Each of the three NC-

17 films mentioned above, or any film that has found itself a castaway, is a
voice expressing an idea. The MPAA board, a group of people in close con-
nection with the film studios, shows favoritism to those voices with filters
intact. 

Today, in journalism, literature, and music, voices are being muffled.  If
censorship, as practiced by ratings boards such as the MPAA, continues
unchallenged, setting the parameters of acceptable and unacceptable ideas, the
day will come when the ability to conceive of a thought or an idea for oneself
will no longer exist.  It is therefore of the utmost importance to recognize the
strength in your own voice, and know that you are here, that you see with
your own eyes, taste with your own tongue, and feel passion with your own
heart. Experience firsthand life’s wonders, and never allow your presence to
be diminished by anyone. Your voice is a sign o’ the times.   

Sign O’ the Times?
continued from page 5

explosion that will overflow into other sections of society.”  SDS literature
represents the SDS as an education and social action organization dedicated
to increasing democracy in all phases of daily life. It seeks to promote the
active participation of young people in the formation of a movement to build
a society free from poverty, ignorance, war, exploitation, racism and sexism.
Charnell Covert, a student of the New School and member of the women of
color at SDS, proudly held a sign outside the Chambers Street recruitment
center reading “Justice, or Just US.” She said that she stood behind the words
of Dr. Martin Luther King, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.”

The scene may have been oddly familiar for workers and residents of the
downtown area who witnessed similar demonstrations against the Vietnam
War, during which, incidentally, an earlier incarnation of the SDS was
immensely influential.

An hour and a half after storming the building three handcuffed men
were led to police vehicles.  Among the three was Korte, and upon seeing this
students began chanting, “Solidarity forever with the brothers and sisters
inside.” This continued until all the students were taken from the recruiting
center and loaded into the vans, men in one, women in the other. A chain of
approximately fourteen police officers stood blocking the wagons, acting as a
barrier to separate those being arrested from the crowd. 

The arrestees entered the vans with their heads held high, communicating
to the onlookers that they were being punished for what they believed in. A
final count of twenty-one were loaded into the vehicles, they left for central
booking. They were to be charged on account of criminal trespassing.
Protesters followed the vehicles singing their chants, banging their drums and
supporting their fellow students who had been arrested.

According to Eugene Lang College student and SDS member Joe Plourde,
the point of the rally was to represent what the organization believes to be the
majority position of the university community that is against the war in Iraq,
translating sentiment into action.  And while their action, aimed at shutting
down the recruitment center was unsuccessful, they achieved a level of suc-
cess, making an impact on the streets of lower Manhattan and in the eyes of all
those who bared witness.  For more information on Students for a Democratic
Society, visit their website at: www.studentsforademocraticsociety.org.

Students for a Democratic Society
continued from page 1

power and influence. The consequence of Ironman’s actions is that the reader
questions his true intentions, eventually concluding that his patriotic support
of the Registration Act was a lie.  The similarity to the Bush Administration’s
rationale for invading Iraq under the pretense of searching for WMDs is unde-
niable. The Super-hero Registration Act is a parody of the Patriot act, an act
passed by Congress that directly infringes on the rights of the American peo-
ple, granting the government the right to monitor our email, cell phone 
conversations, bank statements and other private information, putting a new
spin on the term “Big Brother.” 

What does the death of Captain America really mean? What does it say
about state of American society? From his creation in 1941, Cap has been the
face of American democracy and liberty – the cover of his first comic book
has him giving Adolf Hitler a knuckle sandwich. Captain America was a shin-
ing example of what America could be. He fought along the side of soldiers in
WWII, acting as a morale booster, and encouraged Americans to save war
bonds in support of the war. He battled with communism during the Cold War
era, and stood up for American liberties in the present day, at a time when it
seems like we are forgetting what they actually mean.

The death of Captain America, the Sentinel of Liberty, as he is some-
times called, is a bold and direct statement by Marvel, and should be a wake
up call to the American public that it is slowly losing its liberties and free-
doms under the false pretense of national safety. It is making sure that we do
not go quietly into that dark night, and that we acknowledge what is going on
around us; Marvel Comics, with the demise of Captain American, is fulfilling
a civic duty that too many other forms of mass media entertainment are not,
and doing so with artistic grace and imagination.  

The artists and writers at Marvel Comics are encouraging the American
public to live up to the words of the late Edward R. Murrow when he said,
“We will not walk in fear of one another. We will not be driven into an age of
unreason if we dig deep into our history and remember we are not descended
from fearful men.”

Death of the Sentinel 
continued from page 1
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