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PERSPECTIVES ON DEATH & DYING

The USE Of DEAD BODIES
AUTOPSIES,
TRANSPLANTS
 NEO-MORTS
  
I.  Current Law and Policy 

· a.    disposal-burial, cremation, sea, cryogenic suspension 

· b.    autopsy 

· c.     medical education 

· d.    research 

· e.    therapy -transplantation 

  

II.              Problems with Current System 

a.    insufficient cadaver resources 

b.    voluntary system-difficult to operate 

  

III.            Interests Involved
· the individual has an interest while alive in the disposition of the body.  Interests that include aesthetic, ethnic, religious considerations

· the family has an interest in the disposition of the body.  Interests that include aesthetic, ethnic, religious considerations

· the state has an interest in the dead body in determining the exact cause of death, particularly in cases of suicide . homicide or contagious disease( and workmen compensation cases).

· the state has an interest in the dead body in obtaining sufficient cadaver resources for medical education, dental education and funeral director training.

· the state has an interest in the dead body for obtaining cadaver resources for medical therapy, including transplantation.

In the event of a conflict among the interests, the state's interests take precedence! 

  

IV.            Proposals to increase the number of organs available 

a.    Change the law 

Voluntary System, UAGC (1968) 

Presumed Consent - removal unless there are objection

Required Decision – from all over 18 years of age

 Modified Presumed Consent -removal without disfigurement

 Routine Salvaging - no consent needed, no consultation 

b.    Use anencephalic neo-nates  -Lama Linda Medical Center, CA 

c.     Non-Heart Beating Cadaver Donors  NHBCD-Univ. Pittsburgh 

d.    Incentive Programs 

· Tax breaks 

· Preferential lists

· family members of donor

· citizens first policy,permanent residents, legal aliens other 

                  e. Commercialization

· Buy and Sell Organs and Dead Bodies

· Provide funds to cover burial costs only 

  

f.      Accept Black Market materials, organs, etc. 

g.    Trans-Species Transplants 

h.     Capital punishment/donor policy 

i. Physician Assisted Suicide/donor 

j.  Use of Neo-Morts/body factories/warm cadavers/bio-emporiums

·     i.  medical education

·     ii. medical training 

·    iii. medical experimentation

·    iv. storage

·     v. harvesting- tissues, blood, hormones, organs

·    vi. artificial wombs, incubators

Should neomorts exist at all?

  If so how should it be determined that a body becomes a neomort?  Are there to be any limitations on the use of neomorts?  Would the next of kin have any rights with regard to the neomort?

 

What would it do to the human community if it were to create large numbers of neomorts?

