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Say goodbye to trips to the 
bank! 

An innovation has hit CUNY 
Colleges. With the help of the 
CUNY Scholar Support System 
Prepaid Card, financial aid 
payments are now transferred 
automatically onto a card that can 
be used immediately. 

According to Andres Londoño, 
a fellow student at Queensborough 
Community College, Citi Bank 
sustains the prepaid card, promoting 
it as“a faster” way for students to 
receive their financial aid.

The CUNY Scholar Support 
System Prepaid Card is not a 
credit card. Instead, it is a prepaid 
MasterCard card that is accepted 

On November 22, 2010, The Board of Trustees’ 
Committee on Academic Policy will decide whether 
or not the CUNY Proficiency Examination (CPE) 
will remain a requirement for students to graduate 
from Queensborough Community College.

BY JAMES AUDRY

Goodbye CPE? 

Financial Aid Made Easy
BY THELMA SALGADO

at any store or ATM where MasterCard debit is 
accepted. It may be used online, over the phone, 
in retail stores, restaurants, medical offices, or on 
campus. You may even purchase textbooks with 
the card. Also, the CUNY Prepaid Card does not 
require a bank account nor will it affect your credit 
history. 

If you do not have sufficient funds when 
making a purchase and your purchase is declined, 
there is a $1.00 fee per decline. Monthly/Annual 
fees also apply; there is a $1.50 per withdrawal fee 
when used at domestic ATMs outside the Citibank 
network but no fee implemented when getting cash 
at any Citibank ATM.  There is an ATM balance 
inquiry charge of $0.30 and a card replacement fee 
of $5.95 per incident. In addition, as with all debit 
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When students reach 45 credits overall, the 
college sends a letter in the mail that refers to the 
scheduling of a test date. But the college has sent 
a mass email to students on October 8th, 2010, 
informing them about the possible changes to the 
CPE requirement.

At QCC, the requirement of passing this 
examination went into effect in the fall of 2003. If 
the CPE is waived, the new rule will go into effect 
immediately, but until then, the current policy will 
remain in effect. CUNY Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor Alexandra Logue spoke on this issue 
and posted on the University’s CPE website,“Until 
we know the outcome on November 22, we must 
proceed with the current policy, which is that 
passing the CPE is required for graduation with an 
associate degree.”If any changes are made to the 
CPE requirement, they will affect all CUNY schools. 

Photo courtesy of ebr.lib.la.us

Students tend to feel overwhelmed with the 
CPE. QCC student Darryl Welcome stated, “This 
school needs this change because we have enough 
on our plate already and another exam is one more 
thing for us [students] to stress about.”The removal 
of the CPE will be a burden lifted from their 
shoulders. 

But not all students welcome the end of the 
CPE.  Andrew Miller, a QCC student, stated, “I 
don’t mind the exam, and the point of it is to test the 
knowledge of the students once they reach a certain 
point in their college career.”

Whether or not students stress over the CPE, 
they will have to wait until November 22nd to 
discover the fate of this exam.

For more information on the CPE, go to  
http://www.qcc.cuny.edu/testing/cpe.asp.

or credit cards, there is a convenience fee of 2.65% 
that applies when the card is used to pay tuition and 
fees.

However, not every student finds the prepaid 
card to be a breeze. In her third semester at 
Queensborough Community College, Elizabeth 
Gutierrez decided to give the CUNY Scholarship 
Support System Prepaid Card a try. She found the 
prepaid card to be unreliable. “Buying books was 
really a hassle this semester,” she said. “[I] signed 
up for the CUNY [prepaid] card because as it said 
on the site, it was the fast way to receive [financial 
aid] money.”

After she enrolled for the prepaid card, she 
found herself in more of a predicament. “I had 

Continued on page 13
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QCC NEWS

On October 21, the 
Director of International 
Students, Tunde 
Kashimawo, expressed  
her desire to send more 
students abroad with 
increased scholarships 
in the Queensborough 
Community College study 
abroad program.

In an interview, 
Kashimawo expressed the 
desire for more students 
to visit the international 
community. Kashimawo 
stated, “Students should 
make every effort to 
expose themselves to 
different countries,” 

revealing optimism for a program in its third semester that is experiencing 
an increase in interest in many students as well as continued CUNY support 
through resources and time to promote the study abroad programs.

The number of students who participated in study abroad programs 
nationally was 262,214 and 671,616 students from foreign countries studying 
in America, according to the website opendoors.iienetwork.org. The number 
for Americans studying abroad increased eight percent from last year. 

Yet, the lack of participation in the program may be due to financial 

By LEON WILLIAMS

hardships, according to Kashimawo.  But there are options for supplementing 
the fees associated with the programs. Kashimawo discussed one option of 
using financial aid. She stated, “We encourage students to talk to financial aid 
advisors,” and she also mentioned the STOCS scholarship. 

The STOCS scholarship offers students up to $1,000 to cover the costs of 
the study abroad programs, but some of the opportunities cost beyond $5,000. 
Another option is supplementation of the cost from a student’s guardian or 
parent. But the program hopes to have scholarships specifically oriented to 
the study abroad program. Students who are dedicated to the experience of 
studying abroad also resort to saving money well before they apply to the 
program. 

Kashimawo believes that the embrace of the international community as 
well as traveling develops character. David Suarez, a former QCC student 
who study abroad, said, “On my drive back home returning from Austria, I 
was tired, hungry and my body was sore from the hours of sitting, but the 
smile I had could not subside from my face. I just ended one of the greatest 
weeks of my life so far.” Suarez visited Austria with QCC’s study abroad 
program. In his interview, he also mentioned a study by the IES in which 97% 
of students returning from their trip reported a growth in their development 
as human beings. 

Kashimawo also believes that students taking the opportunity to study 
abroad “felt like completely different people” when returning from their trip. 
She stressed the additional benefit of studying abroad, which can be found in the 
Glossari Project started in 2000. The study analyzed students in the university 
system of Georgia, which is comprised of 35 schools, and reported“the four-
year graduation rate was 49.6 percent for the study abroad program compared 
to 42.1 percent,” according to the website www.inside highered.com. 

If you’re interested in studying abroad, visit the Office of the International 
Student Affairs and Center for Immigration located in the library, room 431. 
Packets are available, and applications will be provided when you choose 
a destination from a list of various subjects, locations and durations of the 
programs. 
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Texting: Multi-tasking or a Distraction?
BY KERRIS SEGEE

With technology advancing every day, college students all across 
America can socialize through text messaging, e-mail, Facebook, and 
Myspace on their cell phones. For the youth, being socially connected is 
important, but when does connection become a distraction? 

Students seem to be more concerned with their social lives than 
with their education. In a poll of 50 Queensborough Community 
College students, 43 admitted to texting during class. The remaining 
seven stated that it’s hard for them to concentrate when they know their 
phones are turned on. 

Texting in class has become an epidemic professors deem rude, 

disrespectful and distracting. Many professors at QCC state their cell 
phone policies on their syllabus, emphasizing that cell phones can be 
confiscated if used during class.  

But the epidemic isn’t solely a QCC problem.  Christopher Williams, 
a junior high school teacher at a school in Brooklyn, stated, “Texting in 
class is disrespectful. It is the teacher’s job to provide information, and 
if you are texting it gives the impression that you are less concerned.” 
Students, however, beg to differ. Bathsheba Bauduy, a graduate from 
Stony Brook University, stated, “We are social beings. Even before cell 
phones, I used to pass notes in class. I often text when I am bored and 
have a teacher that isn’t strict.”

Regardless of the school they attend,most students believe that 
being socially connected through the use of technology is in their 
nature.  They don’t consider texting disrespectful because they believe 
that listening to their professor while texting is multi-tasking or, at least, 
an action that doesn’t affect them. “I personally choose not to text in 
class and am not offended by students texting during class. If a student 
wants to send texts, daydream, or listen to an ipod and show the least bit 
of attention, then it is at that student’s expense,” says Charita Coleman, 
a student at BMCC.

Professors who engage in conversation with the class as a whole 
and encourage participation on a regular basis can spot when a student 
is texting. Students become easily distracted when they are not 
participating in class, leaving them with more time on their hands for 
Facebook and texting.  Christina Williams, a student at QCC, said,“If 
professors want their students to stop texting, they should come up with 
a more creative way of teaching that involves the use of technology.”

Photo courtesy of  teachersatrisk.com
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We are now in the flu season, and since the flu is very contagious, it 
is highly recommended that everyone get a flu shot as soon as possible, 
especially since the H1N1 illness from 2009 will most likely affect us 
this year. 

Influenza, also known as the flu, is caused by viruses that infect the 
respiratory tract and can be classified from mild to severe. According to 
the Division of Public Health, an infant in Sussex County was diagnosed 
with influenza on October 8 and is currently at home recovering. 

Contrary to the last flu season when we needed to get two shots, 
one for the H1N1 virus and one for the seasonal flu, 2010 flu shots will 
protect us from both because the shot is all-in-one, and it is absolutely 
free. Flu shots are given at any hospital, clinic or pharmacy.

People who are at the highest risk of contracting the flu are children, 

Don’t Let the Next Victim Be You!
By DIANNE BHAGWANSINGH

elderly adults and pregnant women. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, “90 percent of seasonal flu-related deaths and 
more than 60 percent of seasonal flu-related hospitalizations in the 
United States each year occur in people 65 years and older.” The CDC 
also states, “pregnant [women] with the flu also have a greater chance 
for […] premature labor and delivery.” The flu shot, then, may decrease 
the risk of problems for pregnant women and their unborn babies. 

Expectant mothers are usually afraid of taking the shot because they 
suspect it may have an adverse effect on their unborn babies, but the flu 
shot is safe. Babies get nutrition from their mothers, and so, they may 
obtain antibodies that will help them fight the flu after they’re born. The 
CDC urges pregnant women to get the flu shot.

Anyone who suffers from chronic illnesses, such as diabetes mellitus, 
kidney disease and severe amnesia, asthma, lung and heart disorders, a 
weak immune system, and obesity are also exposed to the flu easier than 
those who don’t have any of these conditions. If a person suffers from 
any of these illnesses and contracts the flu, their illnesses may worsen.  
Asthma patients may develop pneumonia, which is an infection in one 
or both lungs, diabetes patients’ blood glucose may be affected, and 
heart disorder patients’ overall heart function may be affected because 
of the flu’s possible impact on their bodies. Nursing home workers and 
health care workers are also at a high risk for contracting the flu since 
they work with sick patients every day. 

The best shield against the flu this season is the flu shot. It’s just a 
small needle, a small price to pay to get protected. Meanwhile, until you 
get the flu shot, try not to get close to people who are sick, wash your 
hands, cover your nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing, and if 
you are sick, stay away from others so that they will not get infected. 
Take the time now to prevent catching the flu by simply getting the 
shot.

Photo courtesy of insidesocal.com

Obesity in 
America has 
grown to epic 
p r o p o r t i o n s 
with devastating 
effects, but doctors 
stress there are 
methods to combat 
this widespread 
epidemic. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to the New York 
Times, “Nearly 
two-thirds of the 
United States’ 
population is 

overweight.” The Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
stated, “More than 66 percent of Americans are overweight or obese.”

Even though doctors agree that obesity can lead to serious 
complications, such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, some types of cancer, and a high rate of early 
mortality, they aren’t sure if obesity can be cured. However, some are 
optimistic that it can be prevented. 

A simple routine most people can adopt is walking for 20 to 30 
minutes a day. According to the American Heart Association, “Studies 

Obese America, You Can Change!
By ANDREA IZQUIERDO

show that for every hour of walking, life expectancy may increase by 
two hours.” If people walk every-day, even three to five times a week, 
this can help combat obesity in America. 

Meditation may also help. If people meditate on a daily basis, 
they will be able to concentrate, they will become optimistic, and they 
will make positive changes in their lives. Dr. Robert Schneider, the 
director of the Centre for Natural Medicine and Prevention at Maharishi 
University, conducted a study in which he measured the changes in a 
group of individuals who meditated. He studied a group of 23 African 
American heart failure patients and selected half to use the meditation 
technique for six months. According to Dr. Schneider, “The meditation 
group experienced an overall reduction in blood pressure as well as a 
significant reduction in psychological stress.” Dr. Schneider’s research 
shows that meditation can work if a person meditates everyday and 
effectively. 

Most of the students at QCC believe that being healthy is very 
important. Tricia Kellawhan, a QCC student who believes that obesity 
can be prevented, stated, “Before, my health didn’t matter to me. It 
was recently that I decided to exercise and meditate because I have the 
tendency of having heart disease from my family, and now I feel better, 
healthier and more energetic.”

Others like Kellawhan once didn’t care about their health, but they 
eventually decided to make some changes to their lifestyles, following 
the doctor’s orders to “eat right, exercise, and stay healthy” to win the 
war against obesity.

Photo courtesy of obesityinamerica.org



Queensborough Communiqué, November 2010                                                                                      5

HEALTH NEWS

Gatorade is the world’s greatest and well known sports drink since the 
1960’s, but what do we actually know about it?

In 1965, Gatorade was invented as a means to replenish the energy of 
the University of Florida’s football team. It was an answer to the dehydration 
problem, as well as performance.

Gatorade isn’t necessarily unhealthy for us if we are engaged in a serious 
workout or sport, but for those who drink it regularly without doing anything 
active, the drink is certainly unhealthy.  According to Gatorade, its primary 

objective is to restore electrolytes (salt/potassium) and carbohydrates (energy). 
If we are not engaged in a heavy workout or anything active, then drinking 
Gatorade is not our best option. 

“Electrolytes” is another word for salt and/or potassium, which is needed 
to produce sweat in the body. On the nutrition facts of any canned, bottled, or 
boxed product, salt will be displayed as sodium. Taking in too much sodium 
and not burning it off can cause serious problems because we take in vast 
amounts of salt daily. Consuming more than we need is unnecessary and can be 
dangerous. A high salt intake can put us at risk for strokes and cardiovascular 
disease. 

Carbohydrates are our means of obtaining calories. The point of consuming 
calories is to burn them off. Taking in a large quantity of calories and not 
burning them off is also dangerous. Try to remember that if the amount of 
energy consumed outweighs the amount burned off, we will gain weight. 

Gatorade also contains too much sugar. If glucose or fructose is an 
ingredient listed on the nutrition facts, this means the food item or drink 
contains sugar. When drinking Gatorade, we consume more sugar than what 
is actually needed or healthy for us. According to its nutrition facts, Gatorade 
contains 14g of sugar per 8oz (about 4%). Basically, out all of the ingredients 
that should be good for us in this energy drink, sugar outweighs or is close to 
the same intake as the others (salt, potassium, iron). Gatorade contains 95mg 
of sodium (4%), 36.6mg of potassium (1%), 16g of “total” carbohydrates 
(5%), and 2% of Vitamin C. 

An easier way to decrease the risk of stroke, cardiovascular disease, 
obesity, and dehydration is to take our favorite juice and mix it with water. 
With that, we will make our own healthier “sports drink” without sweating 
over what we’re putting into our bodies.

BY LAWRENCE LUBIN

Gatorade: Healthy or Unhealthy?                                 

Photo Courtesy of indyposted.com
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World War II Remembrance Program
By FRANCISCO ROMERO

The Non Commissioned Officers Association, a nonprofit 
organization, honored twelve veterans for their service in World 
War II at a Thursday ceremony in Panama City Beach, Florida. 

Retired Lt. Col. Ralph Easterling stated in an interview, “It can 
bring tears to your eyes[…] it just feels kind of out of place to be 
honored for doing what felt like ought to be done. A lot of us didn’t 
survive, and I lost a lot of friends, but that’s the way it is.”

In 1994, the Non Commissioned Officers Association created 
the “World War II Remembrance Program” to honor each and 
every World War II veteran with a medallion until they reach every 
veteran they can. Lt. Col. (ret.) Raymond MacKinnon believes it’s 
good to know that many people still remember what the war was 
about.

U.S. Justice Department Sues New York State

As the 
Nov. 2 midterm 
election nears, 
the U.S. Justice 
D e p a r t m e n t 
has stepped in 
on behalf of 
the hundreds 
of thousands 
of military and 
overseas voters 
whose absentee 
ballots are in 
danger of not 
being counted. 

Empowerment Act passed by Congress last 
year mandates that election officials deliver 
absentee ballots to overseas and military voters 
no later than 45 days before Election Day. 
Under the MOVE Act, states with primary 
schedules within that 45-day window can apply 
for special exemptions.

New York submitted an application, 
according to the Justice Department, but failed 
to mail ballots to its military by the new October 
1st deadline. Of the 62 counties in New York 
State, nine failed to mail out their ballots in 
time, including those counties comprising New 
York City.

While some election authorities have had 
trouble implementing the MOVE Act, most 
of the 10,000 American election jurisdictions 
have successfully implemented the new 
mandates, ushering in unprecedented reform 
for overseas and military voters, according to 
Susan Dzieduszycka, President of the Overseas 
Vote Foundation.

Among its voting reforms, the MOVE Act 

mandated that voters be able to request and 
receive their ballots electronically, something of 
particular help to troops deployed to warzones 
where snail mail isn’t always dependable.

There are currently 60,076 active duty 
military personnel who are eligible to vote in 
New York.  Only Texas, Florida, and California 
have more military voters. Senator Charles 
Schumer of New York said, “Put these ballots 
on the next plane to Afghanistan.  These soldiers 
sacrifice their lives to protect our freedoms; they 
should never ever be denied their right to vote.  
I wrote and passed this law [the MOVE Act] 
so our brave men and women overseas would 
no longer be disenfranchised, and there is no 
excuse for failing to get this done.  The boards 
of elections should immediately get these ballots 
to each and every one of our service members 
around the world—no ifs, ands, or buts.”

Go to FVAP.gov for information about 
military voting and to learn about online 
balloting options available for military voters.

BY LUIS A. JORDAN

The twelve men who were chosen this year were selected 
because they were the first ones to answer the call from the 
organization. Tom Donohue, the President and CEO of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce, is helping to plan the recognition 
event and hopes to honor veterans every few months. He stated, 
“Had they not done that [fight in the war], I don’t think we’d be 
living like we are now, we wouldn’t have these freedoms […] and 
people in Europe and other parts of the world wouldn’t have the 
freedom they have today.”

It has been more than sixty years since these men answered 
the call to serve and fight against hostile enemy forces. Their 
bravery and steadfast courage will not be forgotten because of 
organizations such as the Non Commissioned Officers Association, 
whose continued efforts to honor these great men will ensure that 
America never forgets their legacy, their story, and most of all, 
their sacrifices. 

Happy Thanksgiving
 from the Communique Staff

The Justice Department has filed a lawsuit 
against New York for failure to get ballots to 
military and absentee voters at least 45 days 
before the election. The legal actions are meant 
to force election offices in New York State 
to count ballots that arrive after the normal 
absentee ballot deadlines.

The Military and Overseas Voter 
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LOCAL/NATIONAL NEWS

In the Queens County area, police believe sexual assaults 
that occurred during the month of October are all related to the 
same male suspect.

On Wednesday, October 13, a 25 year-old woman was 
walking from the train station on Parsons Boulevard and 
Hillside Avenue in Jamaica, Queens.  A black male, roughly 
mid-20s, 6 feet tall, thin, and sporting dreadlocks, began 
talking to the 25 year-old woman and then grabbed her from 
behind.  The suspect choked the victim, forcing her to the 
ground.  He sexually assaulted her, but luckily the victim was 
able to fight off the suspect, managing to walk away with 
several lacerations to her knee and hands and some bruises.

According to CBS New York, John Laura, a St. John’s 
University student, witnessed this sexual assault in front of 
his house.  Laura said, “All of a sudden, I was awakened by 
the most horrifying woman’s scream.”

On Sunday, October 17, two women in their mid-20s 
were walking from the train station at Van Wyck and Queens 
Boulevard.  Police believe they were attacked by the same 
suspect.  The suspect also approached both women by starting 
a conversation and then gabbing them both and pulling them 
into a yard.  The suspect then began to fondle them, but both 
women were able to fight off the suspect and suffered bruises 
and abrasions.

If you live in the Queens County area in which these sexual 
assaults have occurred, be careful.  The suspect is still at large 

Sexual Assault in Queens County
BY NICHOLAS ONG

and has not been arrested.  Don’t walk alone at night.  But if you 
have to, be alert about everything and everyone around you.

Remember, the suspect approaches the victims by engaging 
in a conversation.  If this happens to you, walk away quickly or 
go to an area where there are many people.  

Queens Receiving Either a Gift or a Headache 

During the week of July 26, the Queens 
City Council voted to approve a 850 million 
dollar development project in downtown 
Flushing, Queens as well as another project, 
according to Liz Rhoads’ article “Flushing 
Commons Gets a Green Light” from the 
Aug. 5th edition of the Queens Chronicle. 

New Yorkers and its representatives 
fought to put the projects with larger 
compensation to rest before their start. In 
April, The Prospect Heights Neighborhood 
Development Council took to court the 
developers of the Atlantic Yards project, 
according to Trinika Mitchell’s article 
“Atlantic Yards Challenge Heard in 
Manhattan Supreme Court” from the June 
30th edition of the Fort-Greene Local 
online newspaper. The issue in court 
being litigated is a change in expected 
construction time from 10 to 25 years, 
according to Mitchell Trinika’s article. 

Queens’ newly approved project, 
the Flushing Commons, will be built 
on west Main Street between 137th and 
138th streets. If they start on the Flushing 
Commons this year, it will hopefully 
be built by 2012 and will include an 
affordable- housing complex and a ground 
floor daycare and shopping center named 
Macedonia Plaza. Replacing the municipal 

BY  LEON WILLIAMS

parking lot located beside 3722 Union 
St. in Flushing, Flushing Commons will 
cover five acres, and the Macedonia Plaza, 
located next to the Macedonia AME 
church, will also include a 7,500 square 
foot center for shoppers and a daycare 
center as well.   

The Queens Council still has much 
work to do beyond April, which includes 
clarifying possible problems, such as 
parking, traffic and compensation for 
merchants in the area. The city council 
also approved a compensation budget for 
merchants that include 200,000 in legal 
assistance, business classes, 500,000 in 

revolving loan guarantees and 50,000 for 
signs. With a new parking layout, signs 
are necessary for parkers. The biggest part 
of the compensation will be in 3 million 
dollars allocated to accommodate parking 
during construction. Another aspect offered 
to business owners is the option for their 
customers to park nearby while shopping. 

Building affordable housing structures, 
as well as a YMCA, has the possibility of 
adding congestion. Business owner Jim 
Gerson is concerned over the parking 
policy. All of the problems associated 
with the Flushing Commons can be a 
deterrent or create ill will as the years go 
on. Compensation for business owners and 
parking will remain to be seen if they satisfy 
those involved. The law suit of the Prospect 
Heights Neighborhood Development 
Council regarding the Atlantic Yards 
Project gives Queens’s residents a reason 
for concern. 

In two years, Union and 138th Street and 
137th Street and 39th Avenue as well as the 
municipal parking lot next to Macedonia 
church’s lot may be shining examples of 
architecture or holes in the ground left by 
another inadequate contractor.
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Two years ago, Americans voted for 
change, but this November, will they be 
voting to change course? 

As Obama’s presidential term comes to 
its midpoint and elections come closer to 
the horizon, the Democratic Party remains 
on the defensive as Republicans push 
for control. This November’s midterm 
elections will be a true test of endurance 
to the party in power. America will vote to 
fill in the seats of the U.S. Congress, all 
435 seats in the House of Representatives 
and full terms for 33 of the 100 seats in 
the Senate. In addition, 34 of the 50 states 
will elect their governors to four year 
terms. With many numbers to play with, 
Americans have the ability to decide and 
even reshape the tone and agenda of the 
nation.  The group to watch for during this 
midterm election is most certainly the Tea 
Party movement.

You have heard about the Tea Party 
on the news, but who are their supporters 

exactly? You’ve seen them holding up 
signs that say, “Obama is a Socialist” or 
“Don’t tread on me.” Protestors storm the 
streets as the major media networks scurry 
to cover every last bit of footage of this 
phenomenon. Communities are steadily 
rising together, tired of feeling impotent in 
this era of economic and political turmoil.

The Tea Party movement burst onto 
the scene in 2009 in response to the 
economic stimulus package. The party 
is a self-proclaimed American grass-
roots movement that believes in limited 
government, fiscal responsibility, and 
free markets. They have a tendency to 
unite around conservative ideology and 
have a deeply rooted belief that today’s 
government has overstepped its authority. 
The general consensus among Tea Party 
members seems to be the disapproval of 
the direction that this country is headed 
with the Obama administration.  They 
have mustered up the manpower to come 
together and use the freedom of speech 
and assembly to its fullest extent, which 
is why most of their victories have come 
from voter protests. As time has shown, 
this movement has played an important 
role in primary fights by helping several 
candidates win senate nominations.  This 
was evident in the victory of Joe Miller of 
Alaska, who beat Lisa Murkowski, thanks 
to Tea Party support.

According to a poll conducted by CBS 
News in conjunction with the New York 
Times, the majority of Americans who 
consider themselves Tea Party supporters 

BY STEPHANIE BUENDIA

Why the Tea Party Matters

Bullying is a growing problem 
in schools across America and in the 
classrooms with more than 40% of kids in 
this country saying they’ve been bullied 
on the Internet and 35% saying they have 
received online threats. 

According to the Cyber-bullying 
Research Center, cyber-bullying victims 
are almost twice as likely to attempt suicide 
compared to those who have not endured 
such bullying. Since 2003, at least a dozen 
young people between the ages of 11 and 
18 have killed themselves after some form 
of cyber-bullying.

Cyber-bullying is the use of information 
and communication technologies to cause 
hostile behavior that is intended to harm 
others. Cyber-bullying causes emotional 
and psychological pain and suffering to 
victims when bullies display personal 
photos, send group e-mails and threatening 
e-mails with the intent of humiliating an 
individual or post embarrassing or mean 
messages for others to view. 

In a matter of seconds, a cyber-bully 

can completely destroy a child’s reputation. 
The victims feel that there is absolutely no 
place for them to hide. A cyber message 
can spread like wild fire. By word of mouth 
alone, a rumor might reach 20 people, but 
an online posting has the ability to reach 
millions. Even if millions don’t view the 
posting, the victim may feel as if the entire 
world has seen it. As a result, many young 
people are committing suicide, leaving 
parents and guardians feeling guilty that 
they didn’t notice the warning signs.  

But, now, many parents are speaking 
out to others about the dangers of cyber-
bullying and the importance of talking to 
children who are bullied, especially when 
a change in their behavior occurs.

By BEN BROCKMAN

Bullied to Death

Photo courtesy of meetup.com

Photo courtesy of cdn.uberreview.com

are white Republican males over the age 
of 45 and are wealthier than the general 
population. The study also reported that 37 
percent of Tea Party supporters are college 
graduates in comparison with 25 percent 
of Americans overall.  While the Census 
Bureau reported in September that the 
number of people living below the poverty 
line is the highest it has been in 15 years, 
this poll indicates that 56 percent of Tea 
Party supporters are making more than 
$50,000 per year.  As Democrats fight to 

Photo courtesy of sacbee.com

keep their majority, it is important to note 
that 60 percent of Tea Party supporters 
identify themselves as Republicans, so 
they are most certainly the group to watch 
for this November as tensions rise in 
Washington.



Do QCC Students Have a Voice?
I read through the 

Queensborough Community College 
mission statement and realized a 
majority of the aims of the college are 
directed towards one specific body: 
To enhance, to improve, to provide, 
and to support  its students. This 
immediately triggers the conclusion 
that the sole purpose of the college 
is centered on the students, the very 
core of its establishment. 

In other words, I wouldn’t 
be wrong to claim that each staff 
member and all faculty are placed 

I believe this minor rally was sparked by activities that occurred during 
one of the Student Government’s meetings with the school administration, 
where their opinions weren’t received with respect. Words even circulated that 
some members of faculty and staff even laughed at one of the SG member’s 
suggestions. 

Whether or not it is written anywhere, the student government of QCC or 
any other school is one of the best bridges between the school administration’s 
ears and the students’ minds. 

Authority should accord proper reverence to such a body, since they 
represent the students. And in essence, if they are neglected, then we, the  students 
of the college, are neglected. A rift between the school administration and 
students can lead to dire effects; little discussion may generate mini-campaigns 
and rallies. Major student demonstrations may then erupt afterwards and then 
unruly protests may occur. We hear of several other educational institutions 
experiencing such dire effects. As cliché as the warning ‘’Prevention is better 
than the cure”may seem, it is very relevant to us now. 

So, I ask the QCC Administration to listen and respond to us. And we, in 
turn, shall adhere to the policies. 

Make us count by creating suggestion boxes, establishing emails to receive 
comments and suggestions, performing student surveys and, most importantly, 
listening and communicating civilly with our Student Government, our 
mouthpiece, our representatives and our bridge to you. Remind us that all of 
your joint efforts are targeted at molding dynamic individuals who can take 
on the challenges beyond the gates of this prestigious college, that we are the 
assets of management, the investment of the Board and the true leaders of 
tomorrow. 

For QCC isn’t the buildings, the curriculum, the Bursar’s office, or even 
its admired Nursing program; it is the STUDENTS, the very pride and drive 
of the college.

Genocide in Darfur
BY Natalie Halili

What would you do if you had nowhere to hide or no one to protect you? 
What would you do if you had no means of defending yourself and your 
family from terrible violence?

In Darfur, Sudan, five thousand people die every month. More than 100 
people continue to die every single day. Right now in Darfur, genocide has 
already claimed almost a half a million lives, according to the site darfurscores.
org/darfur.

I remember hearing about this tragedy almost five years ago, when I 
saw a program on TV that was absolutely gruesome. Women and children 
looked physically hurt, mentally lost, and emotionally empty. Women were 
using crutches, unable to walk for the rest of their lives due to extensive 
rape. Children were bloody and laid out everywhere like trash that someone 
carelessly discarded. The sight of people, who had been victims of consistent 
sexual violence and slavery, made me stop and listen. 

As I continued to watch a brief summary of this catastrophe, I learned 
that this brutality had happened to over 80% of Darfur’s women and children. 
Also, 2.8 million people have been displaced in Sudan, and 150, 000 people 
have died directly due to the violence in Darfur.

The other day, while I was on the internet, I was surprised to see an 
article about the genocide in Darfur. I couldn’t believe that this atrocity is still 
occurring with 97% of these torturous murders committed against innocent 
civilians, and 90% of the villages in Darfur completely destroyed. As I read 
this summary, I couldn’t help but wonder who would do such a thing, and why 
this brutality had been allowed to continue.

The government of Sudan neglected its people and left them in complete 
poverty. Naturally, the people of Sudan launched an uprising against the 
government. Their attempt to defend their own lives provoked the government 
to support a private army called the Janjaweed. This government – supported 
militia recruited from local Arab tribes are the ones responsible for the violence 
in Darfur. These poor civilians cannot even fathom the concept of protection.

Since 2003, the Janjaweed militia has used rape, organized starvation, 
violence, slavery, and mass murder to kill thousands of innocent people every 
day. The United States’ former Secretary of State Colin Powell has called the 
genocide in Darfur “the worst humanitarian crisis of the 21st century”.

The people of Darfur need help. If you’d like to learn more about the 
genocide in Darfur, or if you’d like to see how you can help the people of 
Darfur, please visit the websites darfurscores.org and darfurandavedarfur.org.  
Only together can we work to stop this senseless tragedy.
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BY OLUWADAMISI K. ATANDA
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These editorials represent the opinion of the Editorial Board of Communique, which is soley responsible for its contents.  These are not necessarily the views 
of the Queensborough Community College administration and staff.  Communique welcomes any letters or editorials for the population of QCC.  Submit work 
to Communiqué, H-428.  The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit letters for spatial needs and grammatical accuracy.

in their different positions for the sole benefit of the students.  If there are 
no students, then there is no staff. So, what happens when the priority of the 
college’s management is shifted away from the students? 

Indeed, the management shouldn’t lean towards pleasing us but should 
provide what is best for us, using their expertise and experience. Still, are we 
out of line to ask that our opinions be sought? If our voices aren’t heard, we 
are forced to believe that the policies management establishes are mere acts to 
enhance their personal or occupational wants and not for our benefit or for our 
best interests. We don’t seek to overpower the school management; instead, 
we wish that they consider our views and reason with us. It is very important 
that management asks for our opinions, showing us respect. This would only 
further understanding and peace on campus. 

On Wednesday October 13th, at about 12:10p.m., students assembled 
between the Kurt. R Schmeller Library Building and the Humanities Building. 
It was a mini-rally, organized by the school’s Student Government. A poster 
during the demonstration boldly read,“Students, do we really have a voice?”

Photo courtesy of qcc.cuny.edu



Get ready for the new generation of 
gaming!

This coming March, Nintendo 
Gameboy system will release a system 
with its newest feature, 3D graphics. 

Photo Courtesy of inquisitr.com

Another feature that the 3DS includes 
is a camera that allows you to take 3D 
pictures. Of course, these pictures will 
only be 3D on the Gameboy system, but 
you can still send and share these pictures 

with your friends.  You can access the 
internet in places where it is available 
and enjoy gameplay with several users 
at the same time.

In terms of the graphics, according 
to a recent Capcom investor Q&A, the 
games will be developed using the MT 
framework, the same framework that 
is used for all the other major gaming 
systems, such as the PS3, Xbox360, PC, 
and the Wii. This allows graphic features 
like self-shadowing, motion blur and 
HDR lighting.

The 3DS appears to be worth 
the wait and money. According to 
Industrygamers.com, the game system 
is expected to cost in the range of $245-
$299, and although there is no specific 
release date yet, it is expected to be in 
stores March 2011.  

The brand new Nintendo 3DS 
handheld game system no longer 
requires 3D glasses to work. 
According to Gamepro.com, the 
3D effect works with the parallax 
barrier LCD from Sharp. The 
barrier is controlled to send light 
out from the display in different 
directions, so that each eye captures 
a different image, resulting in the 
3D effect. The top screen of the 
Gameboy has a small slider on the 
left, which allows you to adjust 
the level of the 3D effect, and this 
effect can be completely turned 
off, depending on your personal 
preference.  
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TECHNOLOGY NEWS

By KEITH SWIADER

The Only iPhone Case You’ll Ever Need

Apple store, the Otterbox Defender provides the most bang for 
your buck by offering three layers of rock solid protection.

The first layer provides the standard drop-scuff protection. 
The phone sits in a pocket in the front half of the layer, with the 
screen securely protected by a plastic shield. After both sides are 
snapped into place, the phone already feels like it can withstand 
a bullet, but that’s not all.

Next, the silicone layer (rubber casing) is applied, and this 
goes on top of the plastic casing. After massaging the silicone 
into place, your phone is now protected from any sort of shock 
caused by even the slightest drop. At this point, you can use the 
phone in this condition. Actually, this is how the phone should be 
used because the third layer of protection comes in the form of a 
hip case. And this hip case is no pushover either!

While the Defender case does add a bit of bulk to your 
iPhone, this is only a small price to pay for the best protection 
on the market. For those who are worried about the look of the 
case, fear not because it also comes in a variety of colors. But 
if protection is your main concern, you can’t go wrong with the 
Otterbox Defender case series for the iPhone 4 and iPhone 3G(S) 
smart phones.

If you’re still skeptical about the protection/cost ratio, just 
look up Otterbox Defender case protection tests on YouTube, 
and watch people drop their phones out of buildings. You’ll be 
surprised by the results.

There is no doubting the popularity of the iPhone. The number 
of owners increases everyday, and the number of people who 
want one increases everyday. So, when you eventually get one, 
you’ll want to protect it as if your life were at stake; it would be 
a bummer if that sleek device would take a little spill out of your 
pocket, costing $199 with a two-year contract.

That’s where the Otterbox Defender Case comes into play. 
For $49.99, you can get the best protection money can buy for 
your iPhone (and various other smart phones.)  Unlike single-
layer, thin plastic cases that can run up to $34.99 at your local 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

  

WORLD AIDS DAY HEALTH FAIR 
Tablings in Student Union on: 

HIV/AIDS 

Condoms and Sexually Transmitted  

      Illnesses (STI) information 

Health Insurance 

Family Planning 

Smoking Cessation 

Fire Safety 

Yoga and  
Meditation 

Chiropractor 

Oral Care/Hygiene 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 

Nutrition* 

Chair Massage 

Depression Screening* 

 
*Service Learning Activity 

WORLD AIDS DAY 2010  
QCC THEME: 

ERADICATING AIDS STIGMA AND 
DISCRIMINATION 

                 RELATED EVENTS 

Science Building Workshops: 

1:00pm to 2:00pm 
Wellness Panel (Science Building, Rm 112)  
Dr. Lisa Mertz, Dr. Robert Meyers, Prof. Alexandra  
Tarasko, Mr. Michael Unger and Dr. Lana Zinger 
Topics include stress reduction techniques, 
such as yoga and meditation, nutritional and 
herbal  
support for the winter season, and the role of 
sleep in maintaining health. 
2:00pm to 3:00pm 
Service Learning End of Year Celebration 
(Science Building, Rm 112)  
Gym (aka RFK) Building Workshops: 
1:00pm to 1:30pm 
*Smart Banking Tips for Financial Health 
(RFK Building, Rm G 201)  
Prof. Christina Manzo, Prof. Sebastian Murolo 
1:30pm to 2:00pm 
Benefits and Treatments of Smoking  
Cessation 
(RFK Building, Rm G 201)  
David Weisman, Coordinator, Smoking Cessation  
Program, Elmhurst Hospital 
2:00pm to 2:30pm 
FREE Yoga Class 
(RFK Building, Rm G202)  
Mr. Michael Unger: Be prepared to reduce your 
stress levels in this free class! 
2:30pm to 3:00pm 
FREE Aerobics Class  
(RFK Building, Rm G202) 
Prof. Tiffany Sudol: Wear your sneakers to partici-
pate in this free class! 
 

The Office of Health Services is hosting its    
annual World AIDS Day Health Fair with 

the goals of  educating the community about 
the AIDS epidemic as well as remembering 

those  whose lives have been lost. 

This year’s theme focuses on eradicating the 
stigma and discrimination associated with 

having AIDS. We hope to educate the com-
munity and deconstruct the many myths and 
misconceptions surrounding this affliction.  

                  

EVENT IS OPEN TO ALL! 

PROMOTING 
HEALTH 

AWARENESS IN 
HONOR OF  

WORLD AIDS DAY 
Queensborough Communi ty Col lege  

Office of Heal th Servi ces  
718 -631-6375 

 
Date: December 1, 2010 

 
Time: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Location: Student Union Bldg. 

POSTER CONTEST 

FREE Screenings and Giveaways! 

HIV/STI Tabling and Testing 

Nicotine Gum/Patches 

Blood Pressure/Glucose/Cholesterol 

Oral Hygiene/Cancer Screening 

Bone Marrow Drive 

Chair Massages 

Health Insurance Information 

Much, Much More!!!! 

To encourage awareness and critical thinking,       
students are encouraged to participate in this year’s 
poster contest . Participants will design posters    
focusing on the theme of eradicating AIDS stigma 
and discrimination. 

*Factors to consider: Why is there stigma related to 
HIV and AIDS? 

HIV/AIDS is a life-threatening disease, and 
therefore people react to it in a strong way. 

HIV infection is associated with behaviours 
(such as homosexuality, drug addiction,        
prostitution or promiscuity) that are already 
stigmatized in many societies. 

There is a lot of inaccurate information about 
how HIV is transmitted, creating irrational  
behavior and misperceptions of personal risk. 

* Obtained from www.avert.org/hiv-aids-stigma.htm 

Contest Rules: Students can use any poster medium 
or size of their choice and must keep with this year’s 
theme stated above. 

Contest Due Date: By 4:00 pm on Tuesday,         
November 30, 2010. 

Contest Prizes:  

1st Prize: $150 Barnes and Noble Gift Card 

2nd Prize: $100 Barnes and Noble Gift Card 

3rd Prize: $75 Barnes and Noble Gift Card 

4th Prize: $50 Barnes and Noble Gift Card 

Any questions, please call Health Services at            
718-631-6375. 

 PROVIDERS/SPONSORS 

WORLD AIDS DAY 2010 
 QCC THEME: 

ERADICATING AIDS STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION 

WORLD AIDS DAY HEALTH FAIR 
Tablings in Student Union on: 

HIV/AIDS 

Sexually Transmitted Illnesses (STI) Information 

Health Insurance 

Family Planning 

Smoking Cessation 

Fire Safety 

Yoga and Meditation 

Chiropractor 

Oral Care/Hygiene 

Alcohol/Substance Abuse 

Nutrition* 

Depression Screening* 

Stress Reduction 

QCC Academic Computing Center, Art and Design, Business 
Department, Counseling, Health Related Sciences Academy, 
Massage Therapy, Nursing, Health, Phys. Ed. and Dance, Service 
Learning 

QCC Club Sponsors: The Haitian Club, Students’ Health Club, 
CSTEP, SNA 

Elmhurst Hospital, Flushing Hospital, LIJ/NSHS 

Department of Health and  Mental Hygiene 

FDNY And  Many More!! 



When the clock hits zero and all is said and done, will the New 
York Jets be celebrating a Super Bowl victory on February 6, 2011 
in Arlington, Texas? 

Many of the so-called experts believe this to be true, saying 
that the Jets are one of the three best teams in the league. Taking 
into account the Jets’ acquisitions on both sides of the ball, we 
can only expect the team will have a great season and make a run 
at the Super Bowl.  But do the fans believe their team has what it 
takes?

Throughout the years, New York Jets’ fans have been pessimistic 
about their football team. The last time the Jets won the Super-Bowl 
was 41 years ago, when they were led to glory by Joe Namath. 
Since then, the Jets haven’t come close to winning the “big game.” 
Because of the eras of Boomer Esiason, VinnyTestaverde, Chad 
Pennington and all the other mediocre talents on the Jets, and their 
awful collapses, many fans are afraid to get excited this year.

If the constant thought of a total disaster looming in the back 
of the fans’ heads wasn’t enough, the Jets had an eventful pre-
season, raising more questions that need to be answered.  Before 
the season started, Head Coach Rex Ryan put a bulls-eye on his 
team by saying, “I believe the Jets are the best team in the NFL.” 
This statement didn’t sit well with many,leading people to believe 
that the Jets would crack under the pressure Rex Ryan brought 
upon his team. 

Also, there were many questions about their new acquisitions 
and the players they lost via free agency, questions such as “Will 
the running game suffer with the departures of Faneca and Thomas 
Jones?” and “Will Cromartie play up to his ability on the other 
side of Revis Island?” As a result, the Jets’ season seemed to be a 
typical Jets’ season, with high expectations and disappointed fans 
in the end.

But the NFL season is now in full swing, and the Jets are 5-1 
and 3-0 against division opponents. The season commenced with 
a slow start and a loss to Ray Lewis and the Baltimore Ravens. 
Even though the Jets’ defense caused three turnovers and held the 
Ravens offense by 10 points, Mark Sanchez and the offense were 
held to only nine points and looked very conservative. Then, the 
following week, the Mighty Patriots came to town. Many thought 
this was a sure 0-2 start and started to panic. But much to the 
Patriots’ chagrin, the Jets came out behind a completely different 
Mark Sanchez who tossed three touchdowns in a 28-14 win. 

Week three was a repeat performance for Mark Sanchez and 
Dustin Keller who caught two TD’s in a 31-23 win over the Miami 
Dolphins. In week four, the Jets completely trounced the Buffalo 
Bills, and this time Ladanian Tomlinson stole the show with 133 
yards and two TD’s. During week five, the Jets faced a struggling 
Vikings Team and sealed the win on a Brett Favre interception that 
went for a touchdown. In their week five win against the Broncos, 
the Jets scraped out a win and showed us they were ready to go the 
distance by winning a game they would have lost in the past.

Now that the Jets won five games in a row, many fans are 
excited. In his second year, Mark Sanchez seems to have taken big 
steps in the right direction to make this team a serious contender. 
In five games, Sanchez has two interceptions compared to last 
year’s five interceptions at this point in the season. With Sanchez 
and his array of skilled receivers, coupled with the resurgence of 
Ladanian Tomlinson and the Jets’ running attack, the sky’s the 
limit.

Although the Jets have a newfound offensive fire power, a Rex 
Ryan football team’s motto is always DEFENSE. Last year, the 
Jets’ defense carried the struggling offense with their number one 
ranked defense. This year hasn’t been different; the Jets’ defense 
is at the top of the league at stopping the run and takeaways. All of 
this has been accomplished so far despite Derrel Revis’ injury. But 
when he returns, he will make the defense much better.  And their 
strong special teams, led by the guru Mike Westhoff, will account 
for many positive plays.

Knowing that the Jets are built to win doesn’t guarantee that 
they will. Some fans, however, still worry that something is going 
to go catastrophically wrong, so they walk on eggshells when 
they talk about the Jets this season. They worry about the next 
big injury or a total breakdown of Mark Sanchez and the offense. 
But this year may be different. This year, Gang Green may bring 
the Lombardi trophy to their long suffering fans.  Ah, we can only 
dream! 
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SPORTS NEWS

Can this be the Year of the Jets?
BY ANDRES LONDONO

Image courtesy of sportsblog.projo.com



On Tuesday, October 19th, the 
National Football League(NFL) 
announced that it will immediately start 
suspending players for “egregious and 
elevated hits” after a week in which three 
players suffered from concussions during 
games.

Three players were fined a combined 
$175,000 for their tackles that resulted in 
two players receiving concussions on the 
same play.  In one case, Atlanta Falcons 
cornerback Dunta Robinson tackled 
Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver 
DeSean Jackson while Jackson was 
trying to catch the ball. 

No doubt the hit was violent, but does 
Robinson deserve to be fined?Robinson 
said that the play was “bang bang”; it 
happened so fast that there was no way 

Financial Aid Made Easy
Continued from cover story

he could have altered his hit.  The NFL, 
however, said that Robinson was fined 

because the violent tackle occurred on 
a defenseless player. But in football, a 
defensive player’s job is to prevent an 
offensive player from catching the ball.

The NFL is clearly trying to protect 
the league from any lawsuits that players 
may file regarding the safety of players 
and trying to boost the offensive power in 
the game by limiting a defensive player’s 
actions. When a defensive player drops 
his helmet to hit somebody, there will 
be a penalty, fine, and/or suspension, but 
when an offensive player does the same 
to break a tackle, the NFL will allow it. Is 
this really fair? The NFL seems to think 
so. But only time will tell what kind of an 
effect the league’s decision will have on 
the game.

The Queensborough Communiqué is currently searching for talented  
writers, photographers and artists!

If you’re interested in joining our staff, come visit us in A313 on Wednesdays from 1-2 p.m. during club hours.

Or you can visit us on Facebook:
Group: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=145495505486350

Or search: Queensborough Communique

If you’d like to submit articles for the December issue, send them as a word document to  
jeremyfischer55@yahoo.com.  All articles will be returned with comments via email.

For more information, contact Tammi Rothman at TRothman@qcc.cuny.edu. 

Together, we can make the Communiqué a paper for the students, by students!

Photos courtesy of blogspot.com
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No Fun League
BY MARLON CHAVEZ

to wait almost two months for the financial aid funds to kick in,” when 
classes were to begin in less than a week, Gutierrez claimed. 
Yet, Gutierrez expressed that “the only positive thing” about the 
card is that students are “not limited to only buying books at the 
bookstore.”

Despite what Gutierrez experienced with the CUNY 
Scholarship Support System Prepaid Card, she remains optimistic.  
“I just hope that if they do continue this program, there is a way 
for students to get the money fast, like the website states.”

If you’re interested in enrolling, or you’d like more 

information about the CUNY Scholar Support Prepaid Card, go 
to the Financial Aid Office and ask for assistance, or, as stated by 
Londoño, “Everyone with financial aid should receive an email 
from Citi Prepaid Services through their Tigermail account with 
a direct link to [www.enroll.citprepaid.com/cuny].”

If you do not receive your card within five business days 
of enrolling, contact the toll-free 24/7 multilingual customers’ 
support team at 866-326-8689 or help@citiprepaid.com.



3-D vs. 2-D

Image courtesy of glassesfree3dtv.com

Listen Up: A Music Review

Today’s music is very diverse, with all types of genres and 
artists who give out free music or “mix tapes”, which are CDs of 
many different songs by various artists. Also, a single artist today 
will take original songs from other musicians, adding original 
lyrics and giving the album to the public for free. 

Mac Miller and Mike Posner, two artists with a bright future 
ahead of them, offer mix tapes to download for free.

When most people think of rappers, they think of thugs and 
gangsters who are ready to fight at any moment. They have big 
chains, big clothes, and a mean look on their faces. Of course, 
this is a typical stereotype for rappers in the early 90s to the early 
2000s, but this isn’t the case anymore. Mac Miller, a young rapper 
out of the suburbs of P.A., breaks the mold of this stereotype: 
He is only 18. He is Jewish, and he is far from a thug. Also, he 
is a very lyrical and skilled rapper. His mix tape K.I.D.S uses 
segments from the dark movie released in 1995 with the same 
title. He takes lighter moments from the movie, producing a very 
free-flowing and easy-going mix tape. Songs such as “Traffic in 

Continued on page 16

14 Queensborough Communiqué, November 2010

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS

3-D movies are soaring in popularity, increasing business for everyone 
involved in the entertainment industry, but are they necessarily better than 
traditional movies? 

Hollywood is currently making the most money in production history 
with the release of Avatar (grossing $2.7 billion at the box office), Clash of the 
Titans, Jackass 3-D, and other movies promising a 3-D experience. However, 
the flaws of this technology are undeniable. Defense mechanisms sparked 
by the deteriorating economy, 3-D movies are meant to give moviegoers an 
experience they can’t get at home, but the 3-D experience can leave you with 
a headache either from the unusual visuals or from the theaters’ exorbitant 
surcharge prices, ranging from $5-$7.50.

The projectors used for 3-D movies are the same projectors used for 
2-D movies. So why does 3-D cost more at the box office? Most of the 3-D 
movies in production are geared toward children so they can persuade their 
parents to take them to the movies, parents who are more likely to spend extra 
money on their young children than teenagers and adults are likely to spend 
on themselves.

BY JEREMY FISCHER

When the audience watches a traditional 2-D movie, the image on the 
screen pulls everyone into a different world where anything is possible and 
dreams become reality. This occurs because the directors create a three 
dimensional view of the story on a two dimensional screen; for example, a 
person walking towards the camera will get bigger and bigger as he comes 
closer and closer to the audience.  This camera trick subconsciously makes 
the viewer’s mind believe that the person is closing in on him or her. 

Traditional movies, such asWest-Side Story and Inglorious Basterds, give 
the audience an exciting and entertaining experience without the bells and 
whistles of 3-D. Perhaps the real reason why 3-D has become so popular is 
because the Hollywood producers and executives feel threatened that if they 
don’t make movies in 3-D, they won’t make a substantial profit. 3-D films are 
strictly business. This technology was a crutch for the movie industry in the 
past, when people didn’t flock to the movies in hordes; production companies 
had to pull new tricks out of their hats to bring the audience back into the 
theaters.   And they’re doing the same thing today. Instead of tricks, maybe 
the film industry should concentrate on producing better quality scripts.

Image courtesy of gnews.com

BY Maximillian Herbertson McFarlane
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Listen Up: A Music Review

the Sky”, “Kool-aid and Frozen Pizza” and “Ride Around” are light, 
while “Good Evening”, “I’m Outside” and “Face in the Crowd” 
show his lyrical creativity. If you are looking for something new, 
pop this in your ipod and enjoy Mac Miller’s smooth sounds. 

If you’re one of those people who think all music is the same 
today, and you want something different, then Mike Posner is for 
you. He takes R&B, Hip Hop, Pop, and Techno and fuses these 
genres together, adding great beats and his own raspy singing voice 
to a great production.  Songs such as “Cooler than Me” and “Drug 
Dealer Girl” are catchy songs people can sing along with and relate 
to.

Songs such as “Not over You” by The Fray and “Evil Woman” 
by the Electric Light Orchestra are clearly not originals, but Posner 
puts his own spin on these tunes to make them modern, singing about 
situations that people today may experience or something they wish 
would happen to them. This artist is just beginning, and his future is 
very bright. So, download this mix tape; you’ll listen to it hours for 
hours and hours!

Continued from page 14
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American Idiot, the Musical: Punk Goes Broadway

“I don’t want to be an American idiot!” You’d be an idiot to 
miss the newest rock sensation to hit Broadway, American Idiot.

The musical, based on punk rock band Green Day’s multi-
platinum seventh album American Idiot, includes 21 songs from 
American Idiot and their newest album, 21st Century Breakdown, 
which was nominated for three Grammy Awards. 

American Idiot is the story of three lifelong friends forced 
to choose between their dreams and the safety of their homes 
while they journey to find meaning in a post-9/11 world. The cast 
embarks on a tale of rage and love, while rebellious youth break 
out of suburbia on the road to self-discovery.

The New York Times called it, “thrilling and emotionally 
charged, as moving as anything on Broadway!”

Directed by Michael Mayer, American Idiot is nothing short 
of invigorating and explosive. The musical opened its curtains 
on April 20th at the St. James Theatre in Times Square, after its 
world premiere at the Berkley Theater in September 2009 before 
moving to Broadway.

With the help of an innovative team including two-time Tony 
Award-winning composer Tom Kitt, Olivier Award-winning 
choreographer Steven Hoggett, and a phenomenal 19 member 
cast led by Tony Award-winning actor John Gallagher Jr., the 
show keeps you on the edge of your seat from the moment the 
curtain rises with extraordinary dancing and singing, not to 
mention astonishing lighting and set design by Kevin Adams and 
Christine Jones.

Michael Mayer stated, “The idea of theatricalizing this album 
[American Idiot] came to me just from listening to it over and 
over again and hearing a very strong emotional narrative. It was 
the story of American youth looking to improve their lives, and I 
felt that was just a very coming of age story.”

Steven Hoggett choreographed a spectacular aerial dance 
that unites a young wounded soldier with an “Extraordinary 
Girl,” who brings him momentary joy. The show unleashes some 
heartbreaking moments with Johnny (played by John Gallagher 
Jr.) who gets hooked on sex and drugs during his quest to find 
himself, Tunny (Stark Sands) who gets sent to Iraq, and Will 
(Michael Esper) whose pregnant girlfriend smashes his freedom. 

“If you’re going to do a rock opera, you got to do it right. 
It’s going to be louder, and it’s got to have energy,” stated Green 
Day front man Billie Joe Armstrong. American Idiot definitely 
breaks boundaries for Broadway, exploding into a bold new rock 
musical.

BY CAITLIN DOOLEY
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QCC ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

QCC SPOTLIGHT: STEPHEN HALL

Not only is Stephen Hall 
a 19 year-old QCC student 
who hails from Brooklyn, 
New York, he’s also a talented 
singer, musical director, 
songwriter, and pianist for 
singers and ensembles, and 
is part of a gospel house 
band.

Hall has been a musical 
director for three years and 
a musician for 16 years. If 
you’ve been to QCC talent 
showcases, you’ve probably 
seen Hall on stage more than 
once. He’s a very talented 
and dedicated musician that 
most of his peers look to 
when in need of an amazing 
pianist. 

BY ANNMARIE BROWN

directing. I’m making up the music they sing and how they sing 
it. Producers don’t come into the equation till the end. I start from 
scratch, and the producer revises the final product. A producer is 
pretty much my boss.” Although he has the talent to be front and 
center stage, Hall said that he enjoys the “behind the scenes” 
work. As an artist, fame is not his top priority. He focuses on 
making music that other people enjoy while remaining true to 
who he is as a musician.

As our interview came to an end, I asked Hall about the 
source of his inspiration and what motivates him to work so hard 
and so long on his music. He smiled and looked a bit puzzled and 
simply said, “It’s become a part of me; it is a part of me. It comes 
as easy as breathing.” I then asked, “So it’s pretty much second 
nature?” He replied with a smile, saying,“Yes.”

Be sure to see Stephen Hall’s work during upcoming events: 
On November 17th, he will be performing right here on campus 
for the winter Music Society Showcase. Also, on November 
28th, Hall will be performing in DC on BET’s Bobby Jones 
Gospel; he’ll be playing the piano for VOP, Angela Hall and 
Jason Hendrickson. Don’t miss the chance to see this amazing 
talent for yourself!

Image courtesy of  
Annmarie Brown

When asked exactly what is musical directing, Hall said in 
an interview, “It’s a fine line between producing and musical 






