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The City University of New York will be
implementing a new honors program in seven of
the CUNY colleges.  This is an excellent idea to
restore the original academic reputation of CUNY.
The seven colleges include Queens, Lehman,
Brooklyn, Hunter, Baruch, City and College of
Staten Island.  The honor students on each campus
will be the designated university scholars.

The qualifications are to have excellent acade-
mic grades throughout high school, high SAT/ACT
scores, recommendations from teachers, an inter-
view and a written essay. Each applicant must sub-
mit a CUNY honors application, and a freshman
application. This program will grab the attention of

students to do extremely well academically to
qualify for the honors program. The honors pro-
gram offers cultural and financial incentives to stu-
dents who qualify.

The financial incentives includes paid in full
tuition expenses, a free laptop computer, study
abroad expenses and paid living expenses during
unpaid internships.  Some of the advantages of this
program are that  the classrooms are smaller than
the average college class so that  the students can
acquire a special relationship with their teacher.
The honor students will become familiar with his-
tory, arts, scientific civic institutions of our early
environment. This will give them opportunities in

mentoring experience, internships and research. 
Students will also receive cultural passport

incentives to places like museums, movies, con-
certs, theaters and other cultural institutions.  The
purpose of the cultural passport is to get the stu-
dent involved interacting with people in every
aspect of city life. It also includes arts, politics,
government, science and business. 

The new honors program is an excellent
opportunity for all students, especially because of
the demand for a degree in this society. Due to this
demand it would be in your best interest to take
advantage of programs like this. It proves that edu-
cation is the key to success. 

Honors Program at CUNY Schools Restores 
Higher Academic Status

BY CHARLENE DIEGO

ARATA ISOZAKI: 
Good Design Goes Beyond the Border

BY SAIKO FUJISE

As a part of Asian Heritage Month, “Asian
Architecture Workshop: Arata Isozaki” was held
on April 10 at QCC. This workshop, which was co-
sponsored by the Architecture Club and the Asian
Society, featured the notable Japanese architect
Arata Isozaki. The lecture consisted of video pre-
sentation and discussion.

Isozaki, who was born and raised in Japan, is
noted for his Olympic Stadium in Barcelona, the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles
(MOCA), and Team Disney Building in Florida.
His buildings are characterized by bold forms and
colors. Sometimes critics describe his works as

“schizophrenic.” They look like a Roman
Cathedral or Egyptian pyramid but also modern
and geometrical. Now MOCA has become the
landmark in downtown LA. 

“Most of my work used to be controversial and
I liked it. I wonder why people accepted MOCA.
Therefore, according to my theory, MOCA is not
really a good building,” Isozaki recalls and smiles.

Isozaki often integrates eastern ideas into his
designs. For example, he wanted to express a Yin-
yang theory of positive and negative space when he
designed the Team Disney building. The oddly
looped gateway suggests gigantic Mickey Mouse
ears. His Team Disney design won a National
Honor Award from the AIA in 1992.

Isozaki’s work does not just look modern and
strategic but childlike. Why did he become so pop-
ular in an art scene? Maybe it is not just because he
chose the world, but the world chose him. He

proves that good design goes beyond the border;
the beauty of Art is universal.

For those of you who want to know more
about Isozaki, or just appreciate Architecture, join
Architecture Club here at Queensborough. The
club meets every Wednesday from 1 p.m. to 

3 p.m., in Room LB-26. They often have a
good guest lecturer. For more information, contact
Professor Craig Weber in Mechanical Technology
Engineering Department, at 718-631-5378.

Office hour is Tuesday from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.,
Wednesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in Room S-
124.

Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Los Angeles

Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Los Angeles

“Most of my work used 
to be controversial 

and I liked it.”
A. Isozaki

The Staff of Communiqué 
Wish Everyone A 

Happy and Healthy Summer



On “Middle East Crisis”:

Dear Editor,
While reading the article in the Communiqué “War and Funeral: One

Woman’s Perspective” by Crystal Cruz, I felt sad for what is happening in
Israel. I think is not fair for people who live in Israel to live in fear every day
of their lives. Why can’t anyone do something to stop this war? Every day
many lives are lost because of the war that is going on in the Middle East.
This woman’s experience described in this story has frightened me because
she could have lost her life and because of the feelings she had inside her
heart. 

I personally have a friend who has some relatives in Israel. Every day
when she goes to work she tells her family goodbye, yet she doesn’t know if it
is goodbye for that day or forever.  Innocent people are losing their lives every
day because of the Middle East Crisis, Palestinians and Israelis attacking each
other almost relentlessly. 

Sincerely very sad,
Veronica Kerschek

On “Dreams of Tall Buildings”:

Dear Editor, 
The article “Dream Big Dreams of Tall Buildings” which appeared in the

March 2002 issue was factual and interesting. I have to mention that what
caught my attention was when the writer stated,  “America may not like to
admit it, but it has always looked to England for inspiration.”  I have to say
that I never thought about that fact.  Moreover, the article shows England as
the best example for America, and for other countries as an inspiration to cre-
ate whatever comes to mind.  I felt captivated by this article because it attract-
ed my heart.  When I read the article, I thought about the WTC skyscrapers.
For this reason I believe that the article makes the readers explore their deep-
est thoughts.

Sincerely,
Claudia Escobar
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These editorials represent the opinion of the Editorial Board of Communiqué, which is solely responsible
for its contents. These are not necessarily the views of the Queensborough Community College 
administration and staff. Communiqué welcomes any letters or editorials for the population of QCC.
Submit work to Communiqué, H-428. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit letters for spatial
needs and grammatical accuracy.
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Road to Success or Road to Rehab?
BY DELVIN VARGHESE

One major problem of college students these days is their tendency to participate in all night binge-
drinking parties. Binge-drinking is characterized as having more than five drinks for a male and four or
more for females. Major studies have been done across the country at universities and colleges alike. Due
to the problem at hand, a federally appointed task force was implemented to study the problem. 

The statistics that the task force came up with are eye opening. The task force estimates that nearly
half a million injuries and 70,000 cases of sexual assaults and date rapes have been reported. The num-
bers don’t stop there; 400,000 young adults between the ages of 18-24 participated in unprotected sexual
encounters. When these numbers are averaged out, it comes out to about four college students dying each
day from alcohol related incidents. 

These statistics are alarming and the matter needs to be addressed to be acted upon. After this study
was done about five years ago, the task force convened with college presidents and students to come up
with an answer to these problems. One of the main issues is that heavy drinking is more of a problem
among college students rather than non-college going kids. The Department of Health and Human
Services conducted a survey in 2000 and found that 41 percent of college students drank 5 or more drinks
on one occasion during a one-month period as opposed to 35.9 percent of non-college going kids. The
survey also states that 62 percent of full time college kids had at least one drink in a given month when
the part-time average was only 50.8 percent. The study also affirms that drinking was heaviest among
white male students attending four-year colleges, whereas lesser numbers were found among black col-
leges and among students who live at home. The numbers also show that there is more alcohol consump-
tion with students in four-year colleges than two-year colleges. 

Since this is turning out to be a huge problem, many databases are being implemented to keep track
of surveys and other related information. Many ideas to help stop this dilemma have been reviewed.
However, chief researcher Ralph Hingson of Boston University School of Public Health says, “I think
actually getting the numbers out will help the public understand that this is a very large problem, perhaps
a larger problem than people might have otherwise thought” (NYTimes). Another solution to this problem
is to educate students on how to resist peer pressure and show them how this road of partying and drink-
ing is not the answer, and how it will jeopardize their chances of reaching their goals.  

To relate a personal case of my friend, a student in a four-year college, he was a heavy drinker but
one night changed his life. One night he was coming from a party drunk, and he crashed his car, leaving
him and two others in the hospital. After gaining consciousness a day later, he was visited by the priest
from his church who aided him throughout. Now a strong believer, my friend hasn’t touched a bottle.
Getting strength from faith might also prove to be another solution to students abusing alcohol. 

Letters to the Editor:
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The Asian Heritage Festival, which was held
in Student Union Lounge on April 17, gave us a
privileged glimpse into Asian cultures.  On that
day lots of unique and beautiful displays enter-
tained us.  Individuals from India, China, and
Korea enlightened QCC students and Queens’s
residents about the history behind diverse cultural
displays, such as Chinese calligraphy, Mehndi tat-
toos, and various traditional dances and music per-
formances.  The followings are a few descriptions
of some of the cultural displays that were found at
the QCC Asian Heritage Festival. 

Origami or the Art of Folding Paper 
First of all, near the entrance of the Student

Union Building, beautiful cranes created by fold-
ing colorful paper welcomed us.  The guide
explained that the art of folding paper is a tradi-
tional art craft that originated in China.  This art
form was subsequently introduced to Japan where
it gained considerable popularity.  The Japanese
have further renamed this art process “origami”
and the skill of it is still passed down to genera-
tions of artisans.  Skilled artists can create intricate
figures, such as animas and tools, with the skillful
manipulation of paper.  The guide continuously
explained that this folding paper art is a learned
skill, but anyone with dedication can become a
master in this art form.  The cranes that greeted us
were a symbol of fortune, luck, and also a symbol
of long life.  Thus, in this art genre, the manipula-
tion of paper is not only an artistic expression but
it serves to express cultural beliefs as well.  The
Japanese further believe that the creation of a thou-
sand cranes can cause an individual to recover
from any illness.  

Calligraphy
Apart from the Art of Folding Paper, Chinese

calligraphy was one of the most profoundly inter-
esting displays at the Festival.  Chinese calligraphy
is a profound and tasteful art form that has existed
for thousands years.  Traditionally, calligraphy is

done with a special brush and inks on parchment
paper.  This ancient art represents the beauty of
Chinese words.  Each Chinese character has its
own meaning, which is associated with the nature
of beauty and human characteristics.  Take for an
example the Chinese character, “human.” It is rep-
resented by two sticks supporting each other.  The
concept of this character expresses human interde-
pendency.  The two sticks are representative of
humans who need one another for support.  Each
stick exists because of the other.  If one is removed
then, the concept of the human collapses – just like
humans without emotional support.  In the Chinese
cultural system where the community is prized
over the individuals, this concept holds deep mean-
ings and strong universal appeal to us.  Like the art
of folding paper art, Chinese calligraphy was
adopted in Japan more than 1,000 years ago, and it
evolved into a distinctive Japanese calligraphy,
called “hiragana” and “katakana.”  Allegedly, it is
said that here are more than 4,000 letters used on a
daily basis in China.  In the festival, many students
asked the calligraphy master to write their favorite
words.  Most were impressed by the beauty and
symbolism of this profound writing art.  

Mehndi
Like calligraphy, Mehndi is a cultural art form

that can be found in India.  Mehndi is described as
the Indian traditional painting art.  Using a thick
paste of ground henna leaves facilitates the process
of Mehndi.  This paste is made by mixing henna,
oil and lime juice.  When it is applied to the skin
and allowed to dry, it leaves a rich brown tempo-
rary stain on the skin.  It is a temporary tattoo, but
it lasts for two or three weeks.  Nowadays, the
most common use of the Mehndi is for brides in
India.  There are various kinds of decorations in
Mehndi, which have their own charming effects.
Mehndi can be used to paint intricate designs on
the hand or the feet.  Indian lore describes Mehndi
as a protective amulet of sorts from evils.
Moreover, the Mehndi artist explained that after

the decoration fades off, one can expect good for-
tune.  Henna leaves are non-poisonous and non
–allergic, so everybody can enjoy this art form.  

In addition, to these displays, there were also
other performances, such as dances and music
demonstrations that entertained us.  After those
performances were over, ethnic Asian food await-
ed us and satisfied our appetite.  Everybody
seemed to enjoy participating in this festival.  And
the end of the day, one was entertained and gained
a privileged insight into Asian cultures.  

Asian Heritage Festival Enlivens QCC Campus
BY KEIICHI KIKUCHI

Honors Organization Phi
Theta Kappa Active at QCC

BY RUBY ZOE RODRIGUEZ

The Phi Theta Kappa Fraternity of the community college is a national
organization. Its mission is to provide students with academic dedication
rcognition for their work through scholarship opportunities and enrich the
community at large by encouraging students to participate in their colleges
and beyond. It is open to students who have a minimum of fifteen credits and
have maintained a grade point average of 3.5 or better.

Joining PTK can have many advantages. For starters, all students are
maintained in contact with all scholarship opportunities through their massive
database and an well-updated website. PTK offers scholarships that range
from one to ten thousand renewable dollars each semester attended at a senior
college. The only drawback is that it is limited to students who apply to pri-
vate senior colleges. And that because of this, these scholarships may not be
made available to CUNY or SUNY senior college applicants.

Although the scholarships are awarded based on academic standing,
many take into consideration the individuals interest in community service. Its
focus is individual growth through active participation on and off campus.
Students are encouraged to volunteer tutoring services, organize fundraisers
and blood drives, offering an opportunity for growth through cooperation, dis-
cipline, and commitment.

Although this organization has national support and recognition, our
chapter here at QCC lacks the students' participation that is necessary for its
total development. As acting president and soon to be graduate, I would like
to leave behind a sound body of willing minds that are dedicated to exploring
the opportunities provided to us through this unique organization. The present
goal is to get PTK proper representation in student government by acquiring
club status here at our college.

Phi Theta Kapa encourages foreign students to participate. Students of all
walks of life who wish to pursue their academic careers at a private senior
college should join us for an induction ceremony May 9 at 7 p.m. in the stu-
dent union lounge. Our Queensborough President and PTK Alumni, Dr.
Marti, will be attending the event. If you are unable to join us or have any
questions regarding PTK, you may contact Arthurine Desola at the office of
counseling. Or you may contact PTK directly at getconnected.ptk.org. 
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A female student from Queensborough
Community College reported that on February 11,
2002 at about 2:15 p.m. behind the RFK
Gymnasium that she was a victim of sexual assault.
The incident was reported to the 111th Precinct on
March 5th, 2002 at 7:20 p.m. It is unknown if the
assailant is a student of Queensborough
Community College. The victim did not know her
attacker and had never seen him before the incident
but has seen her attacker once after the crime. 

The victim was alone when she was
approached by a light-skinned male (possibly
Hispanic), about six feet tall and approximately 18-
20 years old. The assailant had a muscular build,
short black (buzz-cut) hair and had a thin beard
from his ear to his chin forming a "goatee." So if
anyone has any information about this crime,
please contact the QCC Security Office at 631-
6320 or call the 111th Police Precinct, Special
Victims Unit at 718-279-5208. 

Since the unfortunate attack that occurred on
February 11, 2002, there has been an active
response for higher safety in our community. There
has been an immediate change with the help of the
111th Precinct to patrol around QCC and the com-
munity. Some other precautions at Queensborough
are escorting services from our school security. If
you feel uncomfortable walking alone or would
feel more secure with someone with you, you can
go to one of the security booths located by the
main entrance or parking lots and request a person-
al escort. Queensborough Community College has
a full time security staff that is working to protect
you. If you are in an emergency situation, there are

red telephones located throughout the campus that
are direct lines to the security office. So do not hes-
itate to pick up the phone if you or someone you
know is in danger or you can call security at 631-
6320/6384.

School ID cards will be mandatory for stu-
dents, faculty and staff to wear as of Fall 2002.
They will have to be exposed and visible to be seen
by security. The reason for this new rule is to have
a safer environment and discourage any unwanted
visitors. There will also be an information/visitor’s
booth set up between the Library and
Administration Buildings, so if anyone outside the
school comes to use QCC facilities, they must first
go to the visitor’s booth and they will receive a
temporary visitor’s card which will give them per-
mission to be on campus. By using this new
method of security, it will allow the college to keep
records and know who is on our campus. The
details for the ID cards are still underway and will
be finalized soon.

Also, if you have been involved or seen an act
of violence on campus, there is a log book located
in the Security Office. It is encouraged for anyone
to write down information regarding an incident
and for your own safety the book is left anony-
mous, so there is no request for your own personal
identification. If you are concerned about your
safety and would like more information, there are
pamphlets that are available through QCC regard-
ing sexual assault, date rape, domestic violence and
safety on campus. These pamphlets are sent to your
home in the beginning of the semester and can also
be found in offices on campus. 

Here are some guidelines for safety:
• Being alert and trusting your instincts
• Lock your doors at home and your car
• Never automatically open your door to

strangers
• Avoid using shortcuts
• Make sure you walk in well lit areas
• Let others know where you are going
• If you suspect someone following you, walk

to an active area where there are people and
lights

• Avoid doorways, bushes or alleys
• Stand tall and walk confident

Sexual assault can happen to anyone, any-
where and anytime. People who are sexually
assaulted are not always strangers to their victims.
In more than one third of reported cases the rapist
is either an acquaintance, neighbor, friend or rela-
tive. The suspect mainly wants to hurt, humiliate
and degrade their victim, which is a crime.
Remember if you are assaulted in any way, you are
a victim of crime and should take action to report it
as soon as possible.

If you are a victim of rape:
• Report the crime immediately to police 
• Do not shower or wash after the crime
• Have a medical exam as soon as possible
• Inform the police of all the details
• Show police any external bruises or injuries
• Give the police undergarments or clothing

for semen analysis

To obtain a pamphlet with more tips on how to
protect yourself against sexual assault call the Sex
Crime Report line: 212-267-RAPE or go to 
The Official NYPD website:
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/nypd/home.html. 

Students Cautioned: Assault on QCC Campus
BY GABIJA ASTRAUSKAS

Rare Quake Hits
Northeast

BY JEREMY SACHER AND THERESA MANISCALCHI

On the morning of April 20, 2002 at 6:50 a.m.,
Plattsburg, NewYork was shaken by a strapping
earthquake. The magnitude of the quake reached a
high of 5.1, which is extremely capable of causing
a substantial amount of damage. The earthquake
was felt from Maine all the way to Maryland.  

There was a very slight amount of damage
reported from the earthquake. A man from Lake
Placid stated, "The walls were shaking all around
me, my windows cracked and the decorations
around my house began to fall." According to the
USGS, the U.S Geology Survey, the quake lasted
about 30 seconds and was felt most heavy in the
vicinity of its epicenter. The only major damage
suffered from this earthquake were about two
cracked roads in Upstate New York and people’s
homes getting a fine rattling.   

The largest earthquake to ever hit New York
was in 1944 which reached a magnitude of 5.8, and
the epicenter was in Massena which is about 3 miles
from the Canadian border. The last time the Big
Apple was the center of an earthquake was in
January 2001. The magnitude was 2.1, which is a
rather mild tremor felt throughout the entire city.
There is a fault line under Manhattan at about 102
St. and Park Avenue called the Manhattanville fault.
According to the Lamont Doherty Earth
Observatory, the World Trade Center’s collapse reg-
istered at about 2.1 and 2.3 on the Richter’s scale.

We should be very thankful that nobody was
seriously injured or died and that we don’t live in
cities where earthquakes with larger magnitudes
plague the lifestyles of communities and popula-
tions such as California and Asia.
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New Immigration Center Opens
Its Doors on QCC Campus

BY AVENA LATCHMAN

Queensborough is proud to have a brand new Immigration Center staffed
with experts on immigration issues. The Immigration Center provides all students
with a lawyer on staff and fellow law students to assist. All of them have a very
strong background in immigration law and are prepared to serve with the most
worthy information. They are not part of the INS, and most importantly, all infor-
mation is confidential. As many of us know, most people cannot afford an immi-
gration lawyer which makes this service even more appealing because there is no
charge for students.

With changes to non-resident tuition for undocumented or out-of-status
aliens, this new center can provide ways in which students can deal with the situa-
tion. The change was made to comply with Federal Law, specifically the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA), which requires
public colleges and universities to charge undocumented or out-of-status aliens
the same rate of tuition as that charged of out-of-state U.S. citizens and residents.
However, there are many ways of handling these circumstances if a student visits
the Immigration Center to learn about how this new law affects tuition rates.

The CUNY law students involved are consultants going into the immigration
law field. An immigration attorney is available one day a week since he has a pri-
vate practice as well. The President of CUNY is very happy with this new
Immigration Center and has high expectations for it. Queensborough along with
City College and City Tech are the only three schools having this service, and we
are very proud and honored to be the only one in Queens to provide its sources to
all students.

The staff is very pleasant and treats all students with 100 percent respect and
loyalty. They are highly qualified and trained to give the best advice, and as men-
tioned, everything is entirely confidential. Students should feel absolutely free to
visit this center for any questions you may have regarding your immigration sta-
tus. The best part is that all services are free of charge! 

If you have any questions about how this policy may affect you, please con-
tact Tunde Kashimawo, director of International Student Services and Center for
Immigration at (718) 631-6631, Room L-431 at the college as soon as possible.
The Immigration Center will provide you with information and referrals, and they
strongly urge everyone to check it out. They plan on offering workshops for those
who are interested. Information regarding the workshops will be mailed shortly. 

With CUNY’s NEW Immigration Center, no problem is ever too big to solve
and to small to discuss. Go check it out today!

Student Gov’t Election Draws
Few Candidates

BY GIUSEPPE VELLA

Elections for the 2002-03 academic school year have finally arrived.
This year, however, the number of students, considering running for office,
have been disappointing.  Despite the hard efforts of the two coordinators,
Gisela Rivera, the acting director of Student Activities, and Raymond Volel,
the assistant director of Student Activities, along with the current student
government, they were unable to bring in enough candidates.  

Only two candidates ran for office position, Becky Ramgoolam who ran
as an independent candidate for executive vice president, and Jeffrey Ijaji
who ran as an independent candidate for administrative vice president.

Becky Ramgoolam entered Queensborough Community College in the
Fall 2001, after graduating from John Adams High School. She is pursuing
her A.A. degree in Liberal Arts and hopes to graduate in 2004. She hopes to
become a psychologist. Her goals to be accomplished are to give the students
at Queensborough a voice and to improve student activism on campus.  

Ramgoolam stated, “I would like to give the students of Queensborough
a voice.  To voice their opinion and to let them know they can change
things.”  She would also like to increase the number of active students on
campus and to increase the number of students who feel free to  “speak out”
about important issues that concern them.  

Jeffrey Ijaji entered Queensborough during the Fall 2001 semester after
graduating from John Adams High School. He anticipates receiving his
A.A.S. degree in Computer Engineering in 2003.  His goals are to pursue the
projects that have already been put in place by previous boards but which
have not yet been completed. 

Ijaji said, “I want to strongly focus on promoting student opportunities
around campus” and “to have some activities to open the floor to listen to
student issues.” 

The newly elected board shall allocate the remaining seven positions of
president, programming vice president, and vice-president for evening stu-
dents, vice-president for part-time students, treasurer, parliamentarian, and
executive secretary after the 1st of July 2002.  These positions will be offered
to those students who express their interests in making changes to improve
student life here at Queensborough.  The new Student Government shall take
their office and become immediately active as of the 1st of July 2002.
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One of the busiest places on campus is
Instructional Support Services where students can
obtain help in their academic coursework six days a
week.  Tutoring support is offered in all academic
subjects except remedial courses.  Tutoring is done
both one-to-one and in small groups.  Help is avail-
able for English assignments and writing for other
courses across the curriculum. In addition, ISS
helps with problem-solving techniques and note-
taking strategies for specific disciplines.  Special
workshops are conducted for ACT writing exams
and CUNY Proficiency Exam (CPE) throughout the
entire academic year.

According to Dion Pincus, director of
Instructional Support Services, last year ISS helped
approximately 3,500 students with tutoring assis-
tance.  On average, approximately 60% of students
who participate in ACT Writing Exam workshops
pass the retest each time they take it.  He added that
ISS tutoring is not just for students who are looking
to bring up their grades, but that it is also for the
many A and B grade students who are interested in
maintaining and improving their grades.

Students who are interested in obtaining tutor-
ing need to be currently enrolled at QCC with a $0
balance on their bursar’s receipt.  They can then
come to fill out an application for services.  The
reason for this is that every year, a certain percent-
age of student fee money is applied to ISS to help
pay for tutoring.  So students who have never been
to Instructional Support Services to register for
tutoring assistance should think about doing so,
because they are actually already paying for it!
Each student on campus is entitled to one writing
and one other academic tutoring appointment.  If a
student needs to be tutored for a third subject, a let-

ter is required from the instructor saying that the
student can really benefit from the extra hour.  

A standard appointment is once a week for 1
hour for the full semester.  If the student misses two
appointments without contacting the Center, he or
she will be dropped from tutoring.  In order to
obtain tutoring again, the student needs to fill out
another application and wait to be rescheduled.  It’s
not guaranteed that they will get the same tutor they
had before, because there is a waiting list for stu-
dents who are interested in obtaining tutoring.  

As Mr. Pincus, the director, mentioned, "We
have 10,800 students around the campus and they
should have equal opportunities to receive tutoring.
All the services we provide are for all the students
and we hope that they take advantage of the ser-

vices that are offered.  That includes one-to- one
tutoring, group tutoring, ACT & CPE workshops,
and everything else that we provide."  

In addition, students have access to the ISSC
computer lab for Internet research, word process-
ing, and computer software support for their work.
And speaking of technology, ISS is developing sev-
eral interesting projects for use by students for next

year, including moving toward making the tutoring
center a wireless environment with laptop lending
privileges, and phasing in a distance learning e-
tutoring service for students.

If students are interested in becoming tutors,
they need to have a minimum of 12 earned credits
and a 3.0 GPA.  Students who are interested in
tutoring also need to have a B+ or better in the
course they are interested in tutoring.  There is a
process they need to go through.  First, they will be
interviewed.  Second, they will go through 6 hours
of certification, where they will work with and
observe a senior tutor.  After the certification is
completed they will have a limited number of stu-
dents to work with in the beginning.  Every tutor
needs to complete 16 hours of training each semes-
ter, inclusive of an 8-hour Orientation/Foundations
of Tutoring training. 

As the director, Dion Pincus, stated, "We take
professional development and tutor training very
seriously.  We want our tutors to grow as future
educators and lifelong learners, and we want stu-
dents to have the highest quality of assistance in
support of their learning experience."

One of Instructional Support Services’ tutors,
Harshanie Persaud, said, "I enjoy what I am doing
and my reward is when students understand the
material that I am explaining and as a result they
receive a good grade."  There are certain qualities a
tutor needs.  First of all, patience is the most impor-
tant and second, is understanding the material and
being able to explain it in such a way that the stu-
dent is able to acquire the knowledge besides
receiving a good grade.  As a tutor he or she needs
to be able to adjust to the level of the students when

Instructional Support Services 
Offers Students Academic Help 

BY VERONICA KERSCHEK

Continued on page 7
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discussing the subjects.
Rodolfo Rodriquez is also a tutor at ISSC.

He is tutoring physics and other subjects that
require time and patience with the students.  He
stated, "In tutoring physics you need to make sure
that students know the basic math.  Understanding
the laws of physics is a process. First, you need to
make sure the students understand the overall law,
then know how to apply the law using mathemat-
ics."  Rodolfo is also working as a tutor in a work-
shop for Verizon employees.  This is a workshop
that is conducted as a special student learning
model called Peer Led Team Learning (PLTL).  A
PLTL group consists of 5 to 7 students from a
section of a course who come down to ISS togeth-
er to work on a particular classroom problem.
The Peer Leader is not an instructor; he or she
gets the students talking and working with each
other so the students themselves actually solve the
problem.    

A senior tutor who is tutoring English,
American Literature and writing, added: "We are
here to help students understand the material well,
give them hints and help them in the process of
completing their assignments."

Yoshio Kitagawa is an international student
from Japan.  He has been using the tutoring ser-
vice throughout the entire semester.  Tutoring
helps him maintain his grade and understand the
material.  He added, "The tutors are very kind and
always do their best to help me.  It has been a
great help for me to be able to obtain tutoring.  I
think every international student should take
advantage of the services that ISS is offering. It
will help them with their communication skills
and with their assignments."

As a student who has used ISS services, I can
say that the tutors were a great help.  In addition
to obtaining help with your assignments, you also
have a place where you can go when you have
questions.  The tutors and the staff are always
ready with answers. And even better, they help
you to understand how to ask the important ques-
tions!

The director, Dion Pincus, also would like
students to know:

• Instructional Support Services is very much
a team effort and all the members of its staff –
Bridget Orozco, Hertha Barrack, Robin Levine,
Adam Greenberg, Veronica Jones, Fany Negrin,
Susan Makanjuola, Erskine LaRocque, and
Melanie Kyi – work very hard to ensure that stu-
dents receive the best services possible.

• Instructional Support Services is currently
looking for new tutors to join its team for the
Summer and Fall.  If students are interested in
becoming tutors, they should come to the ISSC
and fill out an application.

• There will be tutoring support for students
during the college’s Summer 2002 sessions –
from the end of May until the first week of
August.

• Registration for ACT Writing Exam and
CPE Exam workshops are ongoing throughout the
year, and especially during the summer.  Students
should contact ISS periodically at 631-6663 to
find out if they meet the criteria for taking the
workshops and what the current schedule is; or
students can log on to Instructional Support
Services’ ACT and CPE Workshop Registration
sites for information: 

For ACT Writing Exam:
http://web.acc.qcc.cuny.edu/ACTwritePrepReg

For CPE Exam:
http://web.acc.qcc.cuny.edu/CPEprepReg

Instructional Support
Services

Continued from page 6

The Rock Brings In A
King’s Ransom

BY MICHAEL ALVARADO

The Rock (AKA Dwayne Johnson) has definitely transcended from
wrestling icon to movie action-hero.  Right from the start of the film The
Scorpion King plays right out of the Schwarzenegger playbook for action
flicks.  The Rock plays an Arcadian (an ancient Egyptian race of assassins)
named Mathayus.  Mathayus is driven to avenge the death of his brother who
was killed by the malicious conqueror Memron.  Mathayus is also joined by a
beautiful sorceress played by actress Kelly Hu who is of television fame
whom I’m sure you will be seeing more of.  The movie is a prequel to the role he played in The Mummy
Returns.  Mathayus is destined to become The Scorpion King is predictable but it was fun to watch how
he made his rise to royalty. 

The Scorpion King dialogue is not what will keep you captivated, but I’m sure the non-stop action
and some played off humor learned by the Rock during his time at WWF (world wrestling federation).
One negative of the movie was the PG-13 rating.  Smartly done in one sense to reach a larger audience
of the Rocks fan base that is (5 and up).  I think the R rating though could’ve capitalized on the action
and violence factor that the movie seemed to thrive on.  The Scorpion King cost about 60 million to
make and grossed over 36 million on its opening weekend.  It should come close if not surpass the 100
million.  It also became the highest grossing movie for the month of April on its opening weekend, beat-
ing out the Matrix’s 27 million opening weekend.
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BY GABIJA ASTRAUSKAS

The summer is almost here and the spring semester is coming to an end.
There is no better time than now to check out the upcoming movies scheduled
for this summer. Summer 2002 has a great line up of movies, from animated
movies to sci-fi; there is something that will appeal to everyone! Here is a
Summer Preview of selected movies coming out this summer and a Summer
2002 movie calendar.

ESPN’S ULTIMATE X
Release Date: May 10

Ultimate X is exclusively in IMAX theaters and large format cinemas
worldwide. It is an action packed documentary behind the scenes of the 2001
X Games in Philadelphia. The film presents actual documentation of the com-
petitions from skateboarding, biking, moto x, street luge and interviews from
the athletes themselves. This is a movie filled with exhilarating stunts and
excitement. Check out the website at: www.espn.com/ultimatex.

MAY 2002 MOVIE RELEASES:
5/3/02 5/10/02 5/17/02

DEUCES WILD THE NEW GUY ABOUT A BOY
HOLLYWOOD ENDING UNFAITHFUL THE SALTON SEA
SPIDERMAN STAR WARS EPISODE 3:

ATTACK OF THE CLONES
5/24/02 5/31/02

ENOUGH THE SUM OF ALL FEARS
INSOMNIA UNDERCOVER BROTHER
SPIRIT: STALLION OF
THE CIMARRON

BAD COMPANY
Release Date: June 27

The original release date for this movie was in December 2002 but the
plot involves a terrorist attack and the release date was set back due to the

recent World Trade Center tragedy. Sir Anthony Hopkins plays a retired CIA
agent who needs to train Chris Rock how to act like an agent. Rock is hired to
replace his deceased twin brother who has to finish an important project that
he started. This movie can be categorized as an action comedy and seems to be
a must see. The films website is www.badcompany.movies.com.

LILO & STITCH
Release Date: June 21

Walt Disney presents a tale of a young Hawaiian girl adopting a dog-
named Stitch, who is actually an alien. Stitch is a genetic experiment that
escaped from an alien planet and has landed on Earth. Lilo helps Stitch hide
from the alien police and through her love helps to unlock Stitch’s ability to
care for someone else. This movie has the classic Disney animation and will be
a must see for the kids. Look at the website for more info at
www.disney.com/stitch.

JUNE 2002 MOVIE RELEASES:
6/7/02 6/14/02 6/21/02

BAD COMPANY THE BOURNE IDENTITY JUWANNA MANN
DIVINE SECRETS OF THE SCOOBY-DOO LILO & STITCH
YA-YA SISTERHOOD WINDTALKERS MINORITY REPORT
LIKE MIKE
SLAP HER, SHE’S FRENCH

6/28/02

HEY ARNOLD! THE MOVIE
MR. DEEDS

REIGN OF FIRE
Release Date: July 12

An action /adventure movie starring Matthew McConaughey and
Christian Bale. It combines medieval past with a post-apocalyptic future in an

Continued on page 9
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exciting tale of adventure and survival. The fire dragons are highly intelligent
and don’t like sharing the planet. The fire chief (Bale) has the responsibility
of keeping the small town of humans alive. Soon an American
(McConaughey) shows up in the town and has a plan to kill the beast and
save mankind. Take a look at the movies website at www.ReignofFire.com.

THE COUNTRY BEARS
Release Date: July 26

Based on Walt Disney’s “Country Bears Jamboree.” The story is about
an 11 year-old bear named Beary whose favorite country music group is the
The Country Bears. Beary  has reunited with the bears for a benefit to save
Country Bear Hall where the band started. This is not an animated movie; in
fact, the movie features performances and appearances by Don Henley, John
Hiatt, Elton John, Queen Latifah, Willie Nelson, Bonnie Raitt and Brain
Setzer. For more info go to www.countrybears.com.

JULY 2002 MOVIE RELEASES:
7/3/02 7/12/02 7/19/02

MEN IN BLACK 2 BLUE CRUSH EIGHT LEGGED FREAKS
THE POWER PUFF THE CROCODILE HUNTER: HALLOWEEN: 
GIRLS COLLISON COURSE RESURRECTION

JACKASS: THE MOVIE K-9: THE WIDOWMAKER
REIGN OF FIRE STUART LITTLE 2
ROAD TO PERDITION

7/26/02

AUSTIN POWERS IN
GOLDMEMBER
THE COUNTRY BEARS

SIGNS
Release Date: Aug 2

Signs is based on the modern day phenomenon known as the “crop cir-
cles” Mel Gibson plays a pastor/farmer from Pennsylvania who becomes a
media sensation when strange crop circles begin appearing in his fields. What
he finds will forever change his brother, who is played by Joaquin Phoenix,
and his family. Check out the movies website at www.signs.movies.com.

Summer 2002 Movie Preview
continued from page 8

AUGUST 2002 MOVIE RELEASES:
8/2/02 8/9/02 8/16/02

SIGNS BLOOD WORK THE ADVENTURE OF PLUTO NASH
XXX SPY KIDS 2:THE ISLAND THE MASTER OF DISGUISE

OF LOST DREAMS SERVING SARA
SWIMFAN SIMONE

8/23/02

DRUMLINE
A GUY THING
MADISON
ONE HOUR PHOTO
THEY

Are Athletes Paid 
Too Much?

BY STEVEN MILLWATER

Athletes have a special place in society. They are above the law, exempt
from common trivialities that annoy regular citizens and privileged beyond
comprehension. But is it their fault? No. They take what is handed to them.
America whines while these athletes sign multi-million dollar contracts, moans
when they get in trouble with the law and points fingers when the athletes do
not live up to the standard of "role model. "Yet these fans that whine, moan, and
point fingers are the same ones that pay hundreds of dollars to see these athletes
play. They are the same ones that berate the justice system if an athlete is ever
convicted, and they are the same ones that buy the shoes and other products
endorsed by an athlete who claims to be anything but a "role model."

Sports should be regarded as originally intended: strictly as a form of enter-
tainment. These days, while it is considered entertainment, it is actually much
more serious than that. People live and die vicariously through their home
teams, professional athletes are routinely stalked and the personal lives of these
superstars are intruded upon by obsessed fans. On the surface, athletics serve no
constructive service to the common citizen. Upon further review, however,
sports are an outlet - an outlet to let go of frustration, to convey emotion, to
bond with one another, share tears of joy and the agony of loss. 

Sports are productive - to a certain extent. When people cross the fine line
between fan and fanatic, that's when sports are brought into a new dimension.
That's also when the business side of this entertainment approaches the spot-
light. Fans are so loyal, so "die-hard," that they will do anything to support their
team. Even if it means sleeping in the snow for a week to get tickets or taking a
road trip cross-country to see their team in the playoffs. These fans are so
obsessed with their team that they do not mind the lack of loyalty shown by
many athletes. It seems to me that some, probably most athletes would rather
take the money over being loyal to the team that made them who they are in the
first place. 

Sports are not worth it. It's just a game. It's good to get out there and have
something to support, but don't make it a larger than life situation. Athletes
should be working-class Americans with working-class lives. They have their
comparative advantages, and they have things a little better than the average
working-class American.  But I am not disputing the fact that every man needs
to make a living. I am disputing the fact that these athletes are making more
than what they are worth, based on a true value-to-society scale. The fact
remains that athletes deserve the money and the publicity if society is willing to
reward them for their services. When people complain about "overpaid, selfish
crybabies," they are inevitably referring to professional athletes. But if owners
are willing to give them these "outrageous" contracts, why shouldn't they take
the money and smile? The players deserve the money more than the owners do.  

Fans who complain about the salaries and the behavior of the players
should not support them. They should actually do something to catch the atten-
tion of those involved in the business, formerly known as sports, - boycott these
events. Don't attend the games if you are going to complain. The fan who
spends $50 for a ticket in the nosebleed section is as guilty as the owners are for
letting salaries escalate to the point where they are. Look at the example of
Tyson Chandler, a 15-year-old sophomore at Compton Dominguez High
School. He is already seven feet tall and would be a basketball phenom based on
height alone. Add that to the fact that he has skills, talent and athleticism to
match his height. Take a closer look and see that Chandler already has a person-
al bodyguard and an insurance policy at 15 years old. He decided to declare
himself draft eligible for the NBA after his senior year, so now he is a million-
aire at 17. Only in America can you find a 17-year-old millionaire. 

The land of opportunity has presented a child with the luxuries that should
only be afforded to those who are assets to society. So while America whines
about the high salaries and the questionable actions of these "role models," we
still continue to pay the absurd ticket prices that the owners demand, in essence
condoning the skyrocketing salaries that the players receive. 

OPINIONS: Letters to the editor are welcome in response to these opinions
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OPINIONS: Continued from page 9

Good Priests Gone Bad?
BY MICHELE TARANTO

Anger, devastation, disgust, and most importantly, betrayal have scared the
Catholic community over the past few weeks. With more and more accusations
that seem to be taking place daily, religious believers are left with a sense of
hopelessness and faithlessness. What appears to be an outbreak of pedophiliac
priests has not only left Catholics, cardinals, and the pope angry, but also many
faithful and good practicing priests.

Less than a month ago, headlines made their way in almost every paper
throughout the world. "Could it be true?" we wondered in astonishment as we
read and listened to news broadcasters report about a priest who apparently
molested a young boy almost 20 something years ago. What only seemed like
minutes later, more and more adults, after hiding behind years of shame, came
forth to tell their story. A question we have to raise is whether or not these
priests were sexual offenders before their days of priesthood? It is now rumored
to believe that many of these priests are of homosexual tendencies. As we look
back on the victims, who appear to be all young males, the question almost
answers itself.

Father John Pfannenstiel, a priest at St. Ambrose's for 11 years, spoke out
and stated his personal feelings against the alleged sexual molesters. He claims
to be appalled and truly disgusted at the thought of any priests engaging in sex-
ual conduct with children.  He states that their sinful actions are nothing more
than a huge betrayal to not only the Catholic community, but to good, faithful
practicing priests through the world.

As we watch and wait the outcome of this tragedy, many come to wonder
how we can prevent this from ever happening again. Has the world really come
to this? First, we are protecting our children from strangers and criminals, and
now priests, the followers of God himself. We may shudder at the thought, but
what has been a nightmare lately, has sadly become a reality.

Today Patriotism, Tomorrow
Platform Shoes.

BY FRANCES FORREST

Patriotism is a love for one’s country and allegiance to its government
and institutions. As an American, being patriotic means being supportive of
American values. America was founded on life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness that our forefathers were willing to die for so that all Americans
would be entitled to these rights. Was this patriotism the same kind of patri-
otism that we saw after the World Trade Center attack?

We all saw the American flags waving proudly out of car windows
after 9/11, the little flag pins and magnets, people wearing I love New York
and God bless America T-shirts.  Where did all this patriotism go?  Was it
all a fad?  Did all this love for our country only come about because of the
media and companies trying to make money from the tragedy that occurred
over seven months ago?

In the aftermath of terrorism, companies wasted no time in using patri-
otic images and imagery of firefighters and policemen to sell their products.
Toys R us encouraged kids to come in and color a flag.  Chevrolet used new
found nationalism to sell their cars by putting firefighters into their commer-
cial and stating "keep America moving."  The food network ran a commer-
cial trying to get people together to cook and relieve stress.  The ad stated
"were all feeling a little overwhelmed, but we have to keep going."  The
December 2001 issue of Maxim magazine states that they are "banned by
the Taliban."

This is not an uncommon business approach. So, was what we wit-
nessed actually patriotism or was it just a selfish ploy brought to us by the
corporate world to sell flags and T-shirts?  If there was an actual feeling of
gratitude towards our nation then why did we wait until an attack on our
freedom to prove it? If the devotion was really heart felt, then it shouldn’t
have taken terrorist groups and thousands of people’s lives to show it.
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SPORTS

When talking about the world's most famous
race tracks, Monaco, Daytona, and Le Mans come
to mind, but without a shadow of a doubt, the
Indianapolis 500 is the most prestigious of them
all. They began racing the 500 miles in
Indianapolis back in 1911, and the first winner was
Ray Harroun in the Mormon-Wasp.  The race is
always run on the last Sunday in May and is the
largest single day spectator sport in the world, with
an estimated 300,000 people in attendance.  

Over the years, legendary drivers from all over
the world such as Mario Andretti and Emmerson
Fittipaldi have dueled each other for the right to
drink the holy glass of milk as the race winner.
But in 1996, the world's biggest race had been
turned into the world's biggest crash fest.  In a fit
of insanity, Tony George, the owner of the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway (IMS) banned the
high tech champ cars which essentially shut CART
out of the race.  Since most of the well known dri-
vers are in CART, they were unable to participate
in the Indy 500.  

It is said that time heals old wounds, and in
2000 an established CART team Target/Chip
Ganassi Racing returned to the Brickyard (IMS)
with veteran driver Jimmy Vasser (USA) and rook-
ie driver Juan Montoya (Columbia).  The team
took some time to get adjusted to the inferior IRL
cars, but they were able to overcome the hurdles,
and Juan Montoya went on to win the 2000
Indianapolis 500.  

The following year, two more CART teams
followed suit to join the fray.  CART team
Marlboro/Penskie with its drivers, Gil DeFerran

(Brazil) and Helio Castroneves (Brazil), along with
fellow CART team Motorola Racing with its dri-
ver, Michael Andretti (USA) proceeded to domi-
nate the race.  The eventual winner of the 2001,
Indianapolis 500 race was Helio Castroneves.
CART teams and drivers finished positions one
through six and managed to put the IRL competi-
tion a lap down.  

The 2002 edition of the Indianapolis 500 mile
race promises to yield the most competitive field
since 1995.  Six former winners of the Indy 500
will throw their hat into the ring once again for the
pursuit of glory.  These include: Arie Luyendyke
(1990, 1997), Al Unser Jr. (1992, 1994), Buddy
Lazier (1996), Eddie Cheever Jr. (1998), Kenny
Brack (1999), and Helio Castroneves (2001).
Teams and drivers representing the CART Series
will include: Team Rahal/Letterman with driver
Jimmy Vasser (USA - sponsor Miller Lite), Mo
Nunn Racing with driver Tony Kanaan (Brazil -
sponsor Pioneer ), Chip Ganassi Racing with dri-

vers Bruno Junqueria (Brazil - sponsor Target) and
Kenny Brack (Sweden - sponsor Target), Team
KOOL/Green with drivers Paul Tracey (Canada -
sponsor 7-Eleven and Klein Tools) and Dario
Franchitti (Scotland - sponsor 7-Eleven and Klein
Tools), and Team Motorola Racing with driver
Michael Andretti (USA - sponsor Motorola and
Budweiser).  

Other notable drivers include former Formula
One stand out Johnny Herbert, and current Nascar
driver Robby Gordon.  Johnny will be teaming up
with Beck Motorsports, which is partly owned by
Keith Duesenberg, a member of the legendary
Duesenberg family that built winning cars in the
1920s and 30s.  Robby Gordon will attempt to be
the third person ever to complete the "daily dou-
ble" of racing by completing the Indy 500, as well
as the Nascar Coca-Cola 600 in Charolette, N.C.
The only two other drivers to complete this great
feat are John Andretti and Tony Stewart.

As always, rookies make up a small percent-
age of the drivers.  This year there will be six rook-
ies: John De Vries, Anthony Lazzaro, Rick
Treadway, Laurant Redon (a former Formula One
test driver), Tomas Scheckter (the son of 1979
world champion Jody Scheckter), and George
Mack (the first Black driver to attempt to qualify
since Willy T. Ribbs).

With a driver line up like this, expect the rac-
ing to be first class.  Be sure to check out "The
Greatest Spectacle in Racing," the Indianapolis
500 which will air Sunday, May 26 at noon, live
on ABC.

Indy 500 Welcomes High Speed and High Drama
BY MATHEW COPLAN

Black Race Car Drivers Making Inroads 
BY MATHEW COPLAN

The sport of auto racing in America has traditionally been a rich man's sport with very few opportu-
nities for minorities.  In fact, very few inroads had been made by minorities until the arrival of the multi-
talented, Willy T. Ribbs.  

Willy T. Ribbs was the first black man to race in the CART series and the Indy 500.  Despite his
obvious talent, Ribbs never had a steady, first-class ride in his five years of Indy-car racing.  He has been
a journey-man competing in shifter karts , Formula Atlantic Series, Trans - Am Series, Sports Cars,
Champ Cars, Indy Cars, and the Nascar Truck Series.  

Willy T. Ribbs is considered to be the most prolific black driver of all time.  Ribbs is also regarded
as one of the most controversial drivers within and outside the paddock.  Confident, cocky, arrogant,
brash, and yet very intelligent are words that quickly come to mind when describing the race car driver.
However, it seems "talented race car driver" and Willy T. Ribbs are hardly ever used in the same sen-
tence.  Unfortunately, many people relate lack of sponsorship dollars to lack of driving talent, but such
was not the case for Willy T. Ribbs.  To Willy's credit, he was very opinionated and outspoken on issues
of racism in motorsports, but many would argue that his activism has kept potential teams and sponsors
away.  

Willy began his professional racing career in 1977 in England, racing in the Formula Ford Series
against future world champion Nigel Mansell.  He produced six race wins out of eleven starts, and fin-
ished second four times, on his way to becoming the series champion.  The following year Willy joined
the Formula Atlantic Series (junior CART series), where he competed against future F1 driver, Keke
Rosberg, and future CART champion, Bobby Rahal.  Willy had his best year in this series in 1982, when
he won the pole at Long Beach against future super stars Al Unser Jr. and Michael Andretti.  From 1983
to 1986, he stepped up to compete in the Trans-Am Series where he won an outstanding 22.  He then
drove for Dan Gurney in the IMSA Sport Car Series (http://www.professionalsportscar.com/) from 1987
to 1989, racking up nine wins, and was twice named the IMSA driver of the year.

By 1990, Willy had reached his ultimate dream of driving in CART by qualifying for the Long
Beach Grand Prix, where he finished twentieth out of 33.  The following year, Willy had his most
promising year ever by procuring the sponsorship of McDonalds, and legendary comedian Bill Cosby.
He became the first black man to qualify for the Indy 500, but all he could muster up was a seventeenth
place finish in the championship.  He took the 1992 season off, but when he returned to racing, he was
never the same.

Willy T. Ribbs has become a role model for young minorities who have an interest in racing.  One
such person is George Mack, an aspiring race car driver who watched Willy race on TV for many years;
he wanted to emulate his hero.  Late last year the two drivers met for the first time and immediately hit it
off.  Willy agreed to take on an advisory roll and help George plant his feet in the racing community.  As
a testament to Willy T. Ribbs, George Mack will be the first black man in over ten years to attempt to
qualify for this year's Indy 500.  Qualifying will take place on May 11th, May 12th, and May 19th.   Be
sure to check out http://www.motorsportstv.com for all TV time schedules.

“Females In Auto
Racing”: 

A New Phenomenon
BY CLAUDIA ESCOBAR

Nowadays, females are more independent
and stronger. Women are looking for equal rights
and an opportunity to demonstrate how good they
can be. Females want to prove that they can do
the same thing or be better than men in sports.
More women are getting involved in auto racing
such as Angelle Savoir, Sunny Hobbs, and
Danika Patrick.

Danika Patrick is one woman competing in
auto racing who is attracting much attention. She
is only 19 years old, and comes from Roscoe,
Illinois.  According to <www.autoracing1.com>,

she won three
grand national go-
kart champi-
onships before
she turned 10
years old. In 2000
she finished sec-

ond in the world
renowned formula

festival. In sports Patrick is considered the next
future auto racing star. All she needs is the right
opportunity and to follow her dreams of being the
next female star athlete.

Many years ago, women didn’t like sports
that much but now everything is different. Until
now only men took part in this type of sport. The
question is: Why are women getting involved in
auto racing? The answer may be that females are
more patient and sensible to most of the problems
in our daily lives. Auto racing requires concentra-
tion and some control. The athlete has to focus on
the main goal which is to make it to the end or at
least to get there and obtain a good position.

Continued on page 12

Danika Patrick
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Continued from page 11
since the earliest days of the automobile. The
popularity of this sport has grown enormously in
the United States, according to the website
<www.cartracing.com> .Millions of spectators
line roads and
race tracks
every year to
watch roaring
racing cars
whip around
curves and hur-
tle down the
straightaway.
The length of
this car is long, thin and very colorful. Athletes
have to roar around the track during the approxi-
mately 500 miles.

Overall, auto racing is a fun sport to prac-
tice. The car needed for the sport contains com-
fortable and reliable features, such as automatic
transmissions, power steering, power brakes, and
air conditioner. Another important fact is the
women’s role in this sport. As  mentioned before
the sport is fun but it may have its consequences
such as the possibility of injury or death which
might occur in one of these races. It is difficult
for a man to understand why women are getting
involved now and not before. They know that is
necessary to be focused on the road and have
total control of the engines. Women don’t worry
anymore about prejudice in racing. They get
their opportunity to win and prove how wonder-
ful athletes are. That's what counts.

Danika Patrick

SPORTS
“Females In Auto Racing”: 

National
Lampoon’s 
Van Wilder 

BY STEVEN MILLWATER

Van Wilder (RYAN REYNOLDS) is the most
popular student at Coolidge College, which
shouldn't come as a surprise since he's been there
for seven years. When he decides he needs an
assistant, all sorts of people try out for the posi-
tion. He decides on Taj (KAL PENN), a foreign
exchange student whose goal is to lose his virgini-
ty, and the two are soon hanging out with Van's
other friend, Hutch (TECK HOLMES). 

Van's reputation is so great that the school's
newspaper editor, Elliot (TOM EVERETT
SCOTT), assigns one of his reporters, Gwen
(TARA REID), to do a story on him. Van agrees to
let her do that story and calls it a date even though
she has a boyfriend, Richard Bagg (DANIEL
COSGROVE), an elitist fraternity president. 

Yet, Van has bigger concerns than that as his
wealthy father, Vance Wilder (TIM MATHE-
SON), has withdrawn his tuition money after
learning his son is still going to college. This caus-
es Van and his friends to set out to raise the money
needed for him to stay in school, all while dealing
with Richard and his follower, Jeannie (EMILY
RUTHERFORD), who set out to undermine his
efforts and reputation, particularly when Gwen
starts to like Van better than Richard. 

The 2002 NHL Stanley Cup
Playoffs
BY MATHEW COPLAN

The Stanley Cup is the oldest and most prestigious trophy in North
America and its importance is widely recognized throughout the world. The
Stanley Cup is presented every June to the National Hockey League (NHL)
team that is able to survive the grueling 82 game schedule as well as the all
important final 16 games of the playoffs. All rounds of the Stanley Cup
Playoffs consist of a best of seven format. The first team to win four games wins the series.

Playoff hockey is often said to be the most exciting playoff series of the four major sports. The
intense non stop and often in-your-face action that the teams and players provide is guaranteed to leave
fans breathless. A total of 16 teams are lucky enough to make the playoffs, whereas 8 come from the
Eastern Conference and 8 come from the Western Conference.

The 8 representatives of the 2002 Eastern Conference are: 1 - Boston Bruins, 2 - Philadelphia
Flyers, 3 - Carolina Hurricanes, 4 - Toronto Maple Leafs, 5 - New York Islanders (Long Island
Islanders), 6 - New Jersey Devils, 7 - Ottawa Senators, 8 - Montreal Canadians.

The 8 representatives of the 2002 Western Conference are: 1 - Detroit Redwings, 2 - Colorado
Avalanche, 3 - San Jose Sharks, 4 - St. Louis Blues, 5 - Chicago Black Hawks, 6 - Phoenix Coyotes, 7 -
Los Angeles Kings, 8 - Vancouver Canucks.

The above diagram shows the winners of the first round of the playoffs. Be sure to check out
http://www.nhl.com for continuous coverage of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. And remember folks, baseball
season doesn’t truly start until the hockey season is over.

NEW STUDENT
EMAIL ACCOUNTS

Your student email account consists of the first
initial of your first name, your full last name, and the
last 2 digits of your social security number and can
be accessed at stumail.qcc.cuny.edu. For furthr infor-
mation about your student email, go to the QCC web
site and click on the student email link.


