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In the recent four years America has seen a
massive increase in “WET”. What is wet you ask?
Wet, also known as fry or sherm, is a highly lethal
mixture of toxics. It is Marijuana or tobacco ciga-
rettes dipped in a mixture of embalming fluid,
formaldehyde or PCP (known as Angel Dust).
Cities like New York, Washington D.C, Seattle,
and Chicago have reported a major increase in
deaths and accidents. 

People who are under the influence tend to act
violently, and experience a feeling of euphoria.
People have also experienced a slip in to a “toxic
psychosis” of hallucinations, paranoia, and intense
anger. In some cases people have mentioned get-
ting physically “stuck,” motionless, and this
“stuck” has caused a number of seizures.

All dealers get access to these chemicals from
people with access to medical facilities. They can
also get Formaldehyde from their biology class.
The profits to such a drug is off the charts. This
drug is the fastest growing drug on the market next
to ecstasy. Police have cracked down on some
dealers but the number of distributors doesn't come
close.

Since this drug is so new and rapidly growing
it's dangers are still being investigated. Doctors
have concurred that taking a heavydose people will
be more likely to having seizures. They do know
that a chronic use of this drug can cause everything
from bronchitis, to open sores in the nose and
esophagus to heart attacks, even worse, brain dam-
age.

A Drug on the Rise: “Wet” Attacks
BY MARLENY RIVERA

CUNY senior college students are in an uproar
over Governor Pataki’s 2003-04 higher education
budget that contains the highest tuition increase in
CUNY history.

CUNY senior college (Queens College for
example) students have been protesting a budget
containing a $1,200 (41 percent) tuition hike. Back
in 1996 when there was just a $600 increase 30,000
students dropped out of college. So if there is also
an $82 million (12 percent) many students from
poor and working class communities will be shut
out from their schools. The majority of students fit
into that demographic. Soon a college education
will become an exclusive privilege of the rich. This
is not helped by the fact that students will only be
getting two-thirds of their individual Tap grants
while they are attending college. Students will get
the remaining third of their grants only after they
have graduated college. 

If a student does find a way to pay the tuition
there will be a 50 percent cut to opportunity pro-
grams such as EOP (Educational Opportunity
Program) , HEOP, SEEK and College Discovery.
College Discovery provides for students things
such as access to computers, financial aid planning,
tutorial services, and career information workshops.
It also provides students with individual emotional
guidance through faculty advisors and academic
and personal counseling. These programs are essen-
tial to the survival of many college students. They

provide a great amount of support and guidance to
the students who attend the CUNY senior colleges
that require their services. 

What’s worse, funding for STEP and CSTEP
(College Science and Technology Entry Program)
will be totally eliminated. CSTEP is a special
enrichment program for students who are planning
careers in scientific, engineering, technical and
health related professions. The program provides
academic enrichment, career development, peer

support and many other support services. Students
find a great amount of encouragement from spend-
ing time with other students who have the same
major as them. The complete loss of these pro-
grams will cause a huge amount of grief for many
students.

This semester higher education is NYPIRG’s
main concern. The New York Public Interest Group
(NYPIRG) is a not-for-profit, non partisan research
and advocacy  group supported by New York State

college and university students. One of the group’s
most important goals is shaping public policy. One
type of public policy NYPIRG is focusing on this
semester is Pataki’s 2003-04 higher education bud-
get. They think that it is unfair to the CUNY and
SUNY students.  

Queensborough’s NYPIRG Project
Coordinator Martin Markovits had this to say: “If
students want to effect change, they have to get
organized and confront the governor and the gov-
ernment. When in a fiscal crisis, budgets should not
be balanced on students. They are the most vulnera-
ble and have the least money. An amoral and good
society is an educated one. If we limit the opportu-
nity for an affordable and decent education we will
have a society that is unfair and unjust.”

Many Queensborough students were also con-
cerned over the effects of Pataki’s budget. Kevin
Simpson would like to be an NYPD officer and
feels a college education will help him be better
prepared for that career. He would like to go to a
CUNY senior college after he graduates
Queensborough. Kevin has to work double hours at
his job to afford the tuition at Queensborough. With
the tuition increase he will not be able to afford to
go to a CUNY senior college. This means that he
may never be able to get the degree that he wants
so badly. Kevin is just one of the many whose
dreams have been affected by this budget.

Higher Education Budget Worries Many Students 
BY ELIZABETH ANNE GOTTLIEB

“If students want to effect change,
they have to get organized and 
confront the governor and the 

government,” stated Marty
Markovits, QCC’s NYPIRG 

Project Coordinator

Student Government 
Elections Are Coming: 

Be a Leader



2 Queensborough Communiqué, March 2003

These editorials represent the opinion of the Editorial Board of Communiqué, which is solely responsible
for its contents. These are not necessarily the views of the Queensborough Community College 
administration and staff. Communiqué welcomes any letters or editorials for the population of QCC.
Submit work to Communiqué, H-428. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit letters for spatial
needs and grammatical accuracy.

E D I T O R I A L SQUEENSBOROUGH

COMMUNIQUÉ
Humanities Building, Room 428
56th Ave. and Springfield Blvd.

Bayside, N.Y. 11364
(718) 631-6302

Communiqué Staff

William Bustos

Janine Campbell

Jose Campos

Jonathan Cohen

Maureen Dallien

Demitri Diakantonis 

Wendy Diaz

Elizabeth A. Gottlieb

Lauren Hersh

Keana W. Hunt

Bibi Inshan

Luigi Lauretano

Young Lee

Fung Liew

Laura Lopes

Rory O’Callaghan

Shivanand Persaud

Marie Phillip

Kaleila Pufolkes

Jacqueline Quirozbuendia

Marleny Rivera

Kimberly Sanford

Kemal Sealy

Annisa Smith

Todd Thomas

Contributor

Richard Schack

JOIN 
THE 

NEWSPAPER
STAFF

Call Prof. Reesman at 
718-631-6302

We need: 
REPORTERS 
REVIEWERS

ARTISTS 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Would You Be This Kind?
BY KIMBERLY SANFORD

Have you ever thought after September 11th there would still be good Samaritans living among us?
As we head to what some say is the battle for protection of our freedom, did you ever stop to do anything
nice for those who protect us?

Although this probably never crossed our minds, for one woman it did. Recently at Applebees, locat-
ed in the Bay Terrace shopping center in Bayside, Queens a guest eating her meal noticed 15 military
officers having lunch. 

The military officer’s check was well over $150. Without hesitation, the woman asked her server for
her check as well as the check of the officers. 

She asked that her kindness not be recognized as she walked out of the restaurant. However, as she
left, one server asked her reasons for doing what she had done.

“In a couple of weeks we may go to war, and many of those officers may not make it back,” she stat-
ed simply. She disregarded their skin color, their type of religion, and gender and looked at them as
Americans. She didn’t worry about their opinions towards war but realized they had one goal in mind:
freedom.    

“So if I can show them in my own way that their service is appreciated, then it was well worth it,”
she said.

For this woman it was a simple act of kindness in a time of turmoil. Sometimes it only takes the gen-
erosity of one person to make 15 smiles. Would you be this kind? 

Letter to the Editor:
December 19, 2002

The December 2002 issue of the Communiqué had many interesting articles.  However, I was
shocked when I got to page 12 and read the article entitled, “Stop Worrying about Your Weight.” I
don’t think a campus newspaper should be giving any space to a “thermogenic weight loss supplement
that many people and celebrities are endorsing.” There was not one word about checking with a doctor
or nutritionist first.

Lenore Fuhrer
Librarian
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Viewpoints on the War with Iraq
BY KEANA HUNT AND MARLENY RIVERA

We should not go to war because there are other crises going on at this time.  Besides, we are sup-
posed to be a democratic system (our society), but we aren’t getting any say in what we feel and think.
There are other problems going on with Medicaid, homeless people, and hunger in the world. Why can’t
we worry about those issues that need to be resolved right now in our society?  As kids we were told
“never to fight, handle the situation without making more problems.” Instead of fighting, Congress
should use their minds and think of another way to resolve this issue.  

Opposing Viewpoints on the War in Iraq
BY RORY O’CALLAGHAN, BIBI INSHAN, JACQUELINE QUIROZBUENDIA, AND FONG LIEW

Some of the Communiqué news staff talked about their opposition to the war in Iraq.  If the question
is “war: yes or no,” then our answer would be yes.  But there were some in the group that were more
reluctant than others.  Some of the topics we touched on were France and Germany, the UN, inspections,
Saddam Hussein, Al Qaeda, the first gulf war, 9/11, and what will happen after the war.  We all were
able to agree that Saddam needs to be both disarmed and removed from power, and that at this point
President Bush has no choice but to go to war, and the sooner he does, the better.
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When students head to the bookstore each term,
they come prepared. While hoping for the best, they
expect to come away spending $200-$300 on their
textbooks. Besides tuition, it’s the one college cost
most students fear. The question they want
answered is who is to blame?

According to Jose Lopez, a Queensborough
Community College (QCC) student and employee
at the school’s bookstore, “The textbooks are expen-
sive because of the publishers…the bookstore does-
n’t make much, basically about twenty five per-
cent.”

For the 2000-2001 school year, the National
Association of College Stores (NACS) estimates
that students spent $7.1 billion on textbooks and
course materials. 

And the price keeps rising: in 1997 the average
cost of a textbook was $57.65; just three years later
it had risen to $67.12.

One factor that contributes to the rising costs is
that new editions of textbooks are issued every few
years. As a result, students are forced to buy a new
addition, as opposed to buying a used textbook at a
cheaper price. In addition, the QCC bookstore also
orders books that are custom designed for QCC stu-
dents. While these books initially seem cheaper,
that’s not necessarily the case. The price of a cus-
tom-made book is cheaper than a regular book, but
these books have a higher markup (thirty percent as
opposed to twenty-five percent) and are not return-
able. 

Sometimes publishers will charge college
bookstores more than they would a regular book-
store, because they know that students will have no
choice but to buy the book that their professor
selected. 

“The prices of textbooks are ridiculous. The
makers of the textbook and the bookstore are able to
sell us books at ridiculous prices because of the
demand,” says Louis Monterrosa, a QCC student.

According to the pamphlet “How Textbooks
Are Priced,” which is available to all at the QCC
bookstore, the breakdown of each dollar spent on a
textbook is as follows: 67 cents goes to the publish-
er, 9 cents goes to the author, 2.5 cents goes to the
freight company, 9 cents goes to the College, and
12.5 cents goes to the bookstore.

Another employee of the bookstore and a QCC
student who wishes not to be identified said, “The
books are expensive, but it’s fair because I under-
stand how the breakdown works.” The bookstore
has to get a net price from the publisher, and then do
a markup.

“What really upset me last term (my first in
QCC): I had to buy two books for my English 101
class, and one of them, the one the teacher said was
the most important and the one we should get soon-
er, I only used once... it’s really upsetting when you
buy some book over $60 just to use it once,” said
one QCC student, who preferred to stay anonymous.

There are a few things that a strapped-for-cash
student can do to minimize their textbook expenses.
Fill out your Federal Application For Student Aid
(FAFSA). Money from financial aid can usually be
used for textbooks. Or you can purchase your text-
books online. Websites like ECampus.com and
CampusBooks.com offer textbooks for up to 50%
off, and both websites buy back used textbooks as
well.

To summarize it, “Education is costly…you
can’t put a price on it,” said Joe Berrios, assistant
manager at the QCC bookstore on campus.

The Burden of Textbooks: 
The Rising Costs

BY RORY O’CALLAGHAN AND BIBI INSHAN

Is QCC Prepared
For a Terrorist

Attack?
BY TODD THOMAS

In the wake of a Code Orange terror alert,
security is on everyone’s mind. At QCC security
is no different than anywhere else. Each building
has a coordinator to oversee an evacuation. There
are new intercoms to notify people of instructions
in case of an emergency in public areas like
lounges and the cafeteria. Police are also assisting
school security to be trained so they are prepared
in case of an emergency.

Despite all the security measures, unani-
mously all students agreed in a survey that it
would be easy to bring a firearm or explosive on
campus. One student who did not want to be iden-
tified said, "It’s very easy, they don’t even check
you." 

When asked about metal detectors, head of
QCC security Joseph Cunningham stated, "they
would be impractical." QCC has 18 buildings so it
would be difficult to monitor every entrance and
opening. According to Mr. Cunningham metal
detectors "would change the quality of life on
campus…QCC is an open campus." Metal detec-
tors are used however at special events like
dances. On a larger scale having metal detectors
on campus would be like having checkpoints at
every river crossing, avenue and street that enters
New York. 

It’s reassuring to know that QCC has a plan
to deal with the aftermath of an emergency. It
would be more reassuring if they had better pre-
emptive measures as well.
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Shared Learning: Queensborough
Expands its Learning

Communities Program 
for Spring 2003

Public Safety Corner
JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM

DIRECTOR OF SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY

On behalf of the Department of Security and Public Safety, I would like to
welcome you all back to Queensborough Community College.  “Spring can’t
be far away!”

SAFETY – Just a few reminders….
Fire Safety Instruction – In each building and on each floor you will see

copies of our Fire Safety Instruction booklet.  It is available for everyone.
Please take a copy and review it.

Evacuation Routes and Assemble Areas – In each classroom, lab, etc, on
the wall near an exit, is a copy of route and assemble areas you should take in
an emergency.

Now is the time to review these procedures.  Don’t wait for an emergency
situation to occur, it may be too late.

Each building is under the direction of a Building Coordinator, Alternate
and Floor Coordinator.  They have been trained to assist in an emergency.
Please follow their directions and those of the Security Officers in an emer-
gency.

Public Address System – The College has installed, in its public areas, a
public address system, to advise you of an emergency and to pass on instruc-
tions. Remember, if the fire alarm sounds, leave the building, don’t wait for
any instructions.

Fire Drills will be conducted during the school term.  It is against the law
for persons not to leave a building if a fire alarm sounds.  So please cooperate
with Security and Building Coordinator.

In the event of fire or emergency, follow directions from Security
Officers, Building and Floor Coordinators.  

• Leave the building 
• Do not use elevators 
• Do not use a stairway if doors are hot or smoke is observed.  
• Sound fire alarms and use red emergency phones to call Security.

Safety is everyone’s business and working as a team we can all make
Queensborough Community College a great place to be, so join the team.  

The Security Office is located on the 3rd Floor, Library Bldg., by the flag
pole.  Our phone number is 718-631-6320.

I’m Young! Why Invest?
BY YOUNG LEE

How many of you like to spend money? How many of you like to invest
money? Many of you will spend that $20 in your pocket. We love to buy
things for ourselves and loved ones. It’s fun, isn’t it? So why should you
invest? After all you’ve heard so many horror stories about people losing
money in investing. But did you know that the average return of long term
investing in stocks is 12% a year?

Investing means to give up some of your money for a time in hopes that
you will be back something extra. The extra return should compensate you for
not having use of the money and for the effect of inflation. A bank savings
account is one way to invest. You give up some money to the bank as a
deposit, and expect that after a while you will get the money back plus some
interest earned. But returns in banks are most likely equal to the inflation rate.
A savings account required little work and has strong assurance of return. But
stocks, mutual funds, and bonds may offer greater return with much more time
and work and risk of return.

Here is one example of how stocks work. Let’s say back in the days Coca
Cola needed money to start operations. To raise money they could sell share of
ownership in Coca cola. They split the ownership into 1 million shares, and
sell them for $20 apiece. If you buy 200 shares, then you own 0.01 percent of
Coca cola. You would expect to make money in two ways: first, if the compa-
ny was profitable, they would pay you some part of their earnings, called a
dividend, and second, if other investors approved of Coca cola’s operations,
they might want to buy your stock. If enough newcomers wanted Coca cola’s
stock and there wasn’t enough stock available, then the price of this stock
went up. You might have a chance to sell your stock for a profit, maybe at a
$27 per share. If you actually sold the stock and took the profit at this point,
that would generate what’s called a capital gain. But you may be questioning
yourself asking what if the price of stocks fall? According to December 22,
2002, Sunday paper by Independent (London), “After three years of falling
stock markets, you’d be forgiven for having lost faith in equities. But over the
long term, investing ins tocks and share is still a better option than holding
your money in cash.”

If you decided to spend that $20 for your music CDs, DVDs or buying
$20,000 car for trading your old car you should think again about spending
that money. Number one bestseller author Robert Kyosaki, stated many times
in his book “rich Dad Poor Dad” to start small. User your extra money to
invest. Don’t be afraid to lose that money because in return you may gain
experience and knowledge if you find you are able to find your mistakes. That
$20 dollars you’ve lost in stocks might make you 2 million dollars in the
future. It’s crucial that anyone who wants to invest in the market should invest
in their time to learn about areas they want to invest. Many top investors
believe that learning is the key to become a successful investor.

It is fun. It is interesting. It is special. It is growing. Queensborough's
Learning Community Program is expanding from six to twelve communities for
the Spring 2003 semester. It is not too late for students to take in a learning
community and make a unique personal connection with fellow students.
Instructors, and their studies.

A learning community is a group of students who take a pair of courses
covering a common theme. These communities dramatically improve the
opportunity for students to build connections between each other, their profes-
sors, and their course work as the unique dynamics of the learning community
enrich the learning experience. “Students will approach a problem from multi-
ple, simultaneous perspectives, and the students will be working with each other
in both classes, so the exploration of the subject won't end when a class's time is
up,” says Peter Gray, a professor in the English Department who co-directs the
QCC Learning Community initiative with Dr. Linda Stanley. “The investigation
is carried by the students from class to class.”

Professors work in tandem, often sharing common assignments and read-
ings, and investigating a theme that corresponds to both classes. “The close col-
laboration between instructors in a learning community leads to their courses
intersecting in interesting ways that both stimulates and challenges the stu-
dents,” Gray adds.  

So why is it fun? Students get to know each other and a pair of professors
very well. Why is it interesting? The Shared theme and different perspectives
make for an engrossing and challenging experience. Why is it special? It is a
unique experience unlike any other students have in their college experience.
The twelve learning communities available in Spring 2002 include themes such
as Women and Art: Images and Issues & Women in Society: Gender and
Identity; Healthy and Social change; Problem Solving in Physics and Math;
Journey into the Latin American Worlds; and Astronomy & Business, among
others. Go to www.qcc.cuny.edu for detailed learning community listings, and
for information on how to enroll for the Spring 2003 semester at Queensbrough,
call (718) 631- 6236.



PLEASE JOIN THE QCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WHEN YOU GRADUATE
AND HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL. 
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Single Parents Need Our Help, Too
BY MARIE PHILLIP

Why should we as a society help all parents, particularly single parents? The baby boomers (born
between 1946 to 1964), will depend on the children (born between 1976 to 1984) to care for us and run
this country.  According to Kay Beyer’s book on Coping with Parenting, by 1996, 502,000 teenagers
gave birth and  78% of the mothers were under the age of twenty and unmarried.

Most of these mothers have to deal with this new adventure called “parenting.”  They must be com-
mitted and informed to be able to guide and care for their children for many years to come.  Every child
needs supervision for at least fifteen years full time and three years part time. During those years, the
parents must devote some quality time into the rearing of the child.  It has been said that “children prac-
tice what they have learned,” but this is not always true. However, if you raise a child in a good loving
environment, chances are you will raise a good child.  It is possible for a single parent to raise a loving
child, but we as a society need to assist single parents.

They will need financial and mental support. Single parents should not be afraid to ask for help in
their community.  As a society, we have a duty towards children in general.  We must remember that no
one asks to be born.  Make no mistake about it, some babies are in the wrong hands.  However, it is our
duty to make help available to all parents, especially single parents.

Since children did not come into the world with instructions, we need to educate their parents. Some
single parents are still growing and becoming a mother does not make them responsible adults.  The fol-
lowing represent some of the challenges that single parents may encounter after the birth of a child: 1)
another parent is not available to share the responsibilities; 2) their friends no longer visit as often nor
have the time to socialize; 3) their friends don’t know how to deal with children; .4) the parents of the
single parents do not want to deal with parenthood again.

When faced with these problems, single parents have to change their lifestyles.  Most of them have
not finished high school or have to postpone college.  As a result, lack of education and work experience
leave them with limited job options .Therefore, most single parents are poor. As a society our job is to
see that these children are cared for from birth to eighteen. It will be a long process. It may also take a lot
of people to raise a single child. We have to provide doctors, daycare services and caregivers to help
shape the life of every child. We need more twenty four hours/day crisis centers in neighborhoods where
there are a lot of children. In addition we need medical centers to assist with children based on the needs
of the community.

The most important thing we can provide a single parent with is to educate her on how to care for a
child during the most crucial years; the formative years from birth to six years. Our children are our
future and we have to start taking full responsibility for them. They are the ones who will care for us
when we reach the golden years. 

With advanced medical technology many of us will live past seventy. Chances are a person that
grew up with love will show love and compassion to others.

Choosing
Automobile Safety 

BY SHIVANAND PERSAUD

Cars are like telephone companies, they're a
dime a dozen and always changing names. But
did you know getting a safe car could save you a
lot of bucks on car insurance? Some safe cars
aren’t really the best looking cars and sometimes
might be a little pricey, but they will save your
life in an accident.  

Buying a car can be a lot of hassle especially
for a college student. Besides all the money
you’re spending on insurance and taxes, you
should look at what car you’re buying. While
browsing around a Toyota dealership, I noticed
that the sports cars were just as expensive as the
small and midsized sports utility vehicles, but the
advertisements of the sports cars would get any
young teenage boy revved up to purchase one.
“Most young people want a fast and good-look-
ing car but that is not all one should look at,” says
Kenneth Basset at Halterman’s Toyota in
Stroudsburg, PA.  

Ms. Singh, a 19-year-old full time student at
QCC, prefers purchasing a midsized car rather
than a small one.  “ Probably only ten percent of
students look at car safety,” said Ms. Singh who
feels that safety is an important factor because
when driving on the road you wouldn’t like to be
in an accident with a sports utility vehicle when
you're in a small car. 

Another full time student at QCC, Rizwan
Mufti, age 20, said that his idea of car safety is
driving a Mitsubishi Montero. He said, “I don’t
care what I drive once it’s safe and reliable.” He
has a strong feeling that purchasing a used car is
better than spending a lot of money on a new one. 

When college students are looking to buy a
car, safety should be key, instead of figuring what
deal or options you're going to get on your car.
Mike Talon from Chevrolet dealership said,
“Many customers are only interested in perfor-
mance rather than the safety of these vehicles.”
They're so excited to buy a car that they forget
about looking at the vehicle’s safety history and
consumer report information and ratings. A good
idea is to get information on crash testing results
and look at the safety features on the car. Also, if
you get a car in a certain color, statistically you
may have a lower chance of getting into an acci-
dent if your car is yellow. 

Most  vehicles involved in roll over are more
cars than trucks. Most roll overs occur when a car
runs off the road and is tripped by a ditch making
the vehicle roll over. The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTS) states,
“Such accidents such as roll over can be avoided
by paying more attention to the road and driving
slowly during bad weather conditions.”
Becoming more informed about a vehicle's safety
is a good  thing to look at closely when making a
purchase. 

My colleague Debbie Lund and 22 other
German teachers from all over the USA, includ-
ing myself, where chosen to participate in the
TraiNDaF program. TraiNDaF stands for
“Transatlantisches interkulturelles
Nachwuchsförderungsprogramm Deutsch als
Fremdsprache.”  The major goal of the program
is to develop a strong leadership cadre consisting
of younger colleagues who, after a period of pro-
fessional development, will be able to inform
and develop other colleagues in their region of
the United states. We all first met last spring in
Washington D.C for a four-day leadership train-
ing.  Also included in this program was a trip to
Germany during the summer and a four-day
meeting in Salt Lake City last fall.  I want to
share with you our experience by transmitting
what Debbie Lund wrote in her school's newslet-
ter.

“I recently took a trip to Salt Lake City, UT
to the ACTFL conference. ACTFL stands for the
American Council of Teachers of Foreign
Languages. Naturally, there was a keynote
speaker for this conference who addressed an
audience of more than 2000 in the opening ses-
sion.  Keynote speakers are usually chosen for
their ability to speak on the topic of interest to
the attendees of the meeting...they are paid for
giving eloquent expression to things the listeners
want to hear.

The keynote speaker at this year’s ACTFL
conference, National Public Radio’s Cory
Flintoff, was no different in that regard. I mean,
as a German teacher, I'm always trying to con-
vince people to take my classes and trying to
argue against the perennial response, “Why both-
er?  They all speak English anyway!”  We were

all hoping Cory Flintoff would help us out with
another way to fight this closed-mindedness.  He
gave us a bit more than we bargained for.

Mr. Flintoff had not been a model language
student.  He openly admitted that he took French
in middle school because he had a crush on the
teacher. Later in college, he learned one of the
Eskimo languages, of which he remembers only
a few polite phrases.  What has he gained by
learning a language, which fewer than 100,000
people still speak?  And who all speak English
anyway?

Then he explained what he had gained by
his study of these languages-and what everyone
gains by such study. Foreign language students
become real people for the native speakers they
encounter.  Think about it.  If you never bother
to learn another language, you may very well be
able to communicate because other people speak
English (everybody does, right?). But you won't
be real to them.  You won't ever be an insider
who gets invited down to the local café or bar or
golf course to socialize (and everybody knows
that the real business gets transacted on the golf
course-or where the French play boule and the
Germans play Fußball). How can you do real
business as an outsider anyway?  The view from
outside the fishbowl may be safe and warm, but
you won't ever know how the water is.  To find
out what another culture really thinks and feels,
to be able to see the world as they see it, you
have to be an insider, and knowing the language
is the only ticket to that place.  We need to
remember that they don't think in broken
English.  They think in Arabic or Spanish or
Amharic or German just as deeply and profound-

How to be an Insider in
Today’s Global Economy

BY LORENA ELLIS

continued on page 7
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What is Love? 
Is it Scientific?

BY JACQUELINE QUIROZBUENDIA

"How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. I love thee to the depth and
breath and height my soul can reach." We’ve all heard this quote before by
Elizabeth Barrett Browning who wrote a poem about a subject that everyone
is familiar with, Love. Love is an emotion that inspires many feelings within
us. It inspires people to write poetry, philosophies and commit various acts
of crime all in the name of love. Have you ever wondered why we have such
strong feelings when it comes to love? 

In recent studies on the emotion of love scientists have started research-
ing the chemistry of love. What in our body triggers these feelings, which at
times we can’t control?  Scientists have recruited 17 Stony Brook students
who have defined themselves as being in the early stages of love. They used
an imaging technique to compare brain activity when the students gazed at
their partners and when they looked at a picture of a friend.  They discovered
that many of the circuits that are activated when people look at their potential
soulmate are deep in the limbic, or emotional centers. The parts of the brain
that involve unconscious processes like movement are heavily involved with
strong feelings of love.  There was also a British scientist who conducted
similar studies and discovered in his study that the medial insula, anterior
cingulated and basal ganglia are also regions that get affected by the emotion
of love. 

Lucy Brown, a neuroscientist at Albert Einstein College of Medicine
who decided to research romantic love, calls love a "wonderful example of a
long term focused attention."  She believes that biologically it would not be
advantageous to remain in the first stages of love and infatuation for too long
because " it’s too intense" and people wouldn’t be able to get anything done. 

Arthur Aron, a psychology professor at Stony Brook along with Lucy
Brown and Helen Fisher, an anthropologist at Stony Brook as well, are doing
an investigation of the brain. Aron has spent decades dissecting relationships.
What it means to be close to another person, intense attractions, and more
recently what people do to maintain relationships.  Aron is now expanding to
studies that include love and friendship for people who belong to different
social groups. Brown believes that they have discovered a " ain’t no moun-
tain high enough" place in the brain. Grants have now been given to scientist
so that they can conduct further research. 

Love is needed; it is something that is craved and it’s a very powerful
motivational system in our brain. Helen Fisher believed that she was study-
ing an emotion but has come to realize that love is more like a stimulus, a
biological drive similar to things like food, sleep and sex. 

ly as we do in English. 
Mr. Flintoff put this thought another way.  The September 11 terrorists

had a big advantage over us: they could speak our language and we could not
speak theirs.  They were insiders and we were outsiders, and insiders have
more connections. Learning another language multiplies your possibilities for
connections-in business, in education, in culture, in enterprises of all sorts.” 

I, like Debbie Lund, and our other TraiNDaF colleagues experienced this
last summer when we took part in a teacher development seminar run by the
Goethe Institute in Germany.  We all went to different cities and participated
in different seminars. I went to Munich for two weeks, where among 25 teach-
ers of German from all over the world, I was the only American.  The others
came from France, South Africa, Denmark, Russia, Slovenia, Italy, Poland,
Hungary, Greece, Ukraine, etc.  And how did we communicate?  In German.  I
learned Russian jokes in German.  I also learned about  traditions, teaching
conditions and practices in other cultures.  I was invited to visit these col-
leagues in their countries.  So, despite the fact that these places seem to have
little connection with what I do here at QCC, German was my ticket to those
people and places I never would have imagined available to me before.
Learning a foreign language, whichever one you choose, is a connector to the
world and is the tool you need to become a real person beyond your American
boundaries. 

Lorena B. Ellis, Associate Professor at QCC Department of Foreign
Languages and Literatures.

Insider
continued from page 6
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As I walked up the five, seemingly endless flights of QCC’s
Administration Building and approached the large white door that
stood directly in front of me, I suddenly felt like a timid Dorothy as
she approached the Emerald City castle in the Wizard of Oz. On the
door was a shiny, gold plated sign, which read: “Office of the
President,” and presaged the majestic office which lay ahead. I entered
the office, gave secretary Millie Conte my name, and sat waiting for
Dr. Marti, QCC President, to see me. While most of the other faculty
and staff members were enjoying themselves in an Academic Affairs
hosted Holiday party that afternoon, Dr. Marti sat in a meeting in his office,
behind closed doors. When it was my turn to see the President, Dr. Marti called
me into his office, greeted me with a warm smile and a handshake, and offered
me something to drink. Marti was not another one of those stuffy, patronizing,
unapproachable administrators, who made students shiver simply at the sight of
them. Marti was pleasant, funny, and down-to-earth, and although we only had
a short time to talk, he gave me his complete and undivided attention. I soon
became immersed in the mesmerizing story of his life.

Marti's life is a melting pot of experiences and adventures. A biologist,
researcher, teacher, and leader; a husband, father, son, and friend to many,
Marti embraces far more than the persona of a college president. Today, Marti
opens up a sentimental page of his memories and pays tribute to those who
encouraged him to dream when he was growing up. Welcome to the life of your
president, Dr. Eduardo Marti.

Part I: Chasing A Dream
Most of us would agree with the statement that life is a constant journey.

Everybody has a dream, so the quest for satisfaction in life is far from new. Yet
to arrive at a point where the unique characteristics of a person are comfortably
matched with a particular occupation is a complex aspect of one's journey
through life. As we are continuously changing, growing, discovering and
expanding our vision of what is possible, we are also continuously confronting
obstacles and facing challenges at every step along the way.   Each choice we
make in life often leads us to several more pathways that are filled with oppor-
tunities and pitfalls, and these decisions have a direct effect on where we end up
today and tomorrow. 

Queensborough President Dr. Eduardo Marti, like many others, ventured
on this often—frightful journey of life. Born in Havana, Cuba, in 1942,
Eduardo Marti was a diligent and studious little child.  The eldest of two chil-
dren, Marti attended St. George’s private school from kindergarten until gradu-
ation from high school. St George’s was a competitive school where time for
play was scarce. Nevertheless, between studying arduously and helping out at
home, Marti found time to enjoy life, and spent a lot of time playing basketball. 

From a very early age, Eduardo Marti dreamed of being a physician.
Inspired by people like Dr. Otto Garcia, his childhood pediatrician, and Ms.
Butcher, his fourth grade teacher, Marti discovered early in life his interest in
scientific inquiry. Recalling this interest, Marti said, “As a child, I was always
interested in how things were made. I lived by a railroad flat and when I got my
first train I took it to the kitchen in the back of the flat and opened it up to see
what was inside, what made it run.” Soon after, he advanced from examining
his toy-train, to dissecting butterflies and cockroaches. Marti’s interest in study-
ing living things and their relationship to the environment revealed a key aspect
of his personality: his love for biology.  “I was always interested in biology,”
said Marti. “I liked to dissect things.” With his goal set early in life, Marti was
college bound. 

Eduardo Marti became the first member of his family to attend and gradu-
ate from college.  “Because of my interest in medicine, a degree was an expec-
tation. You can’t very well be a physician without going to school,” said Marti.
He credits his father for giving him his goals and aspirations in life. Although
his father only had a fourth grade education, he worked as the president of a
small company in Cuba, and showed Marti that anything was possible with
hard work and a dream. 

Marti soon went on to study medicine in Cuba, but this dream came to a
sudden halt during his first three months of school. His memory of this experi-
ence remains sharp: “During my first three months of medical school in Cuba, I
was told that it was mandatory for all students to become part of the militia. In
order to be a student you had to be a soldier. I did not think this was fair, and I
refused to join. There were tense emotions, and I left the country as a political
refugee.” Disenchanted with Cuban President Fidel Castro’s government, Marti
fled Cuba at the age of 19 for the United States of America. He said, “I came to
New York City with the intentions of returning to Cuba to fight against Castro.
However, I quickly realized that the opposition was very disorganized. I also
came to find out through some friends at home that at my school in Cuba, my
picture had been put up on the wall as ‘un traidor,’ a traitor.” Marti has not
returned to Cuba since.  

Upon his arrival to the United States, Marti followed his aspirations of
becoming a physician, and was soon accepted to New York University (NYU)
as a biology research student.   At the age of 24, after earning both his B.A. and
later his Masters from NYU in 1966, Marti needed a job. Although he was
trained as a researcher, Marti applied for a teaching position at the Borough of
Manhattan Community College (BMCC) to teach Biology. With no teaching
experience, Marti did not qualify for the position. But with a twist of fate, he

was hired for one term to fill a vacancy. Marti states, “I had never
taught before, but I found that I had a facility for disseminating infor-
mation about biology.” Soon after, what began as a one term job,
ended up lasting nearly ten years.  

Marti recalls with enthusiasm, “I loved working at BMCC mainly
because it had a 65% minority population.”  As a minority, as an
immigrant, and as a first generation college student, Marti saw himself
reflected in many of the students he taught, and although he still had a
love for biology, he soon learned that his heart was in higher educa-

tion. With his dedication to helping economically disadvantaged and historical-
ly underrepresented students to graduate from college, Marti found a new pur-
pose in life.  

After teaching for several years, Marti decided to make the move from
teaching to administration.  “Administration was a way to ensure that you
maintain the collegiate environment,” said Marti. Marti started his administra-
tive career at CUNY as Associate Dean of Liberal Arts at BMCC in 1975. He
then went on to serve as Acting President of Middlesex Community College,
where he was Dean of Faculty for four years; Executive Dean of Tunxis
Community College in Farmington, Connecticut; President of Tompkins
Cortland Community College in Dryden, New York, and was named President
of Queensborough Community College on March 27, 2001. 

After years of trials and tribulations, Marti has finally found his calling as a
college president. “Working as President of QCC is a tremendous pleasure,”
said Marti, “It tests my values on a daily basis, and it makes me a better person
because I have to make decisions on a moral ground. That is a privilege.” 

Marti’s childhood dream and the admirable tasks and values he assumed in
his climb, led the path for his success in the field of higher education. But the
road to success was not an easy one. By offering his own experience as an
example, Marti points out that life is a complex roller coaster journey into the
unknown. Marti learned the valuable lesson that finding a satisfying career is a
journey of being rather than doing that calls humans to act out of their most
authentic selves in response. It is as author Parker Palmer said, “In becoming
ourselves we will not only find the joy that every human being seeks — we will
also find our path of authentic service in the world.”  

For any student wishing to follow his footprints, Dr. Eduardo Marti leaves
us with one important message, “Believe in the academy, believe in the beauty
of discovering knowledge and disseminating knowledge, and most importantly,
believe in yourself.”

**Look for Part II:  “Migration and Settlement in America, Marti: The
Ugly Duckling in a New Country,” in the next edition of the Communiqué!)

The Journey of Eduardo Marti: A Biographical Sketch
BY KALEILA PUFOLKES
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Which came first, the chicken or the egg? In
an era where Hip-Hop is the dominant form of
expression and has successfully sold albums to the
consumers that appreciates the art of rhyming to a
beat that makes their hips swivel has had a posi-
tive impact on the economy of various Hip-Hop
industries. Accomplished music labels are having
great commercial success by creating a variety of
images that has established a number of Hip-Hop
artists. However, would the artists be as successful
if there weren’t any images to portray the song and
influence the population of Hip-Hop fans to think,
"it’s all good"? Or would their lyrical context be
different if the videos shown on MTV, BET, and
other video access shows were eliminated? If the
form is what creates the context, then who has
changed the form of Hip-Hop, which has distorted
the purpose of having substance in each lyrical
verse. 

Hip-Hop started in the park and small and
independent music labels were the only ones
reaching out and giving recording contracts to the
rappers. At that time, rappers avoided being gener-
ic and rhymed about life such as Kool and the
Gang with, "Rappers Delight" a song about the
good times friends have when their with each
other. In addition to NWA’s "Fuck da Police" a
song about police brutality in Los Angeles. This
all points out to how life was translated into the
artist’s music and how life and the masses influ-
enced them. Now in the age where every song has
to be a single and every single has to have a video.
The masses have been influenced by how the
video portrays the song’s beautiful images rather
than the song portraying a beautiful imagery. This
is one of the greatest marketing schemes conduct-
ed on the visual music box to sell the artist rather

than the song. With visual special affects and
beautiful people next to the beautiful artist lip
singing to their not created by them but by a pro-
fessional song writer that lives far away from the
masses is the formula to a video that sells the
song. 

Nigga this nigga that and where my hoes at
are what many of today’s rap songs are saying.
However, the masses don’t hear that because the
paid beautiful males and females in the videos are
singing along and dancing to the rhythm of the
rhymes. The video’s bright lights, colorful back-
grounds and fish lens on the camera to make the
special affects more special when creating a MTV
"Spanking New Video" is what now seems to be
all about. Attach all of the special visualization
with a catchy tune and a hook to a song to attract
the attention of the viewers so the rest of the song
could be permissible when cursing out their own
or somebody else’s culture. Well-known rapper
Redd Man is seen as humorous, even though the
majority of the hip-hop fans that have bought his
album don’t know the lyrics just phrases of his
songs. But the fans do know that in his videos he
has overweight females dancing with him and
hilarious stunts such as a female riding a bike and
falling hard on the ground from crashing into a
parked car. This example is a character of how the
masses sees it as "its all good" even though some
rappers (not all) such as Redd Man are saying
nigga this and nigga that and where my hoes at.

Somewhat respected rapper Eminem has
captured the hearts of fans of all types, especially
little twelve and fifteen year olds with his baby
blue eyes and bleached blond hair and humorous
videos that have them saying "hea, hea, hea, he so
crazy hea, hea!" Yet, if Eminem’s videos weren’t

played or didn’t exist, would his fan base be of a
large number of young females rather than people
his own age that could relate to the life struggles in
his lyrics. It is ironic when one of Eminem’s
videos portrays him as a superhero with a plastic
rear end squashing down on pop singers that uses
video images and synchronized dance moves to
capture the audience’s attention when it is him
using the same form to capture the audience’s
attention. How much lyrical context would be
changed if the audiences were to just listen to the
song and have no visual affects but their own to
describe the song? Underground artists that have
no attachments to mainstream hip-hop usually
focus on lyrics rather than image to convey their
thoughts on rhymes. Several underground artists
and groups Black Star and Dead Prez have been
thrown into the spotlight but have not shined
because they’ve given the audiences something to
listen to and not something to watch.

Which is coming now, hip-hop influencing
the masses with the "it’s all good, bling-bling,
shoot them up, I’m a gangster" nonsense. As well
as staging the mentality of our future convicts to
believe that "its awriight" to get money anyway
possible no matter the circumstances just as long
as one looks good with their Lexus or Mercedes
Benz rolling on twenty inch rims and platinum
jewelry hanging on vanities victim. Or is hip-hop
reporting the facts about life and true experiences
that several individuals have encountered in their
adventures in illegal businesses that go against the
governmental law but it is coherent to the law of
the streets. It all could be answered if hip-hop
could turn off its form of capturing its audiences
with visualization and have them become captured
with the context of the lyrics.

Are the Masses Influenced by Hip-Hop?
BY JOSE CAMPOS



Americans today have become reality
obsessed.  It started with soap operas and then on
to shows like the Real World and now has moved
on to shows like American Idol and Joe
Millionaire.  So, what is it that is so appealing
about reality television that lures millions of peo-
ple into watching these shows?

Soap Operas are shows that depict real life
scenarios, but add on extra dramatic effects to keep
the audience engaged.  For instance, let’s examine
Days of Our Lives, a soap opera that has been on
the air since the late 60s.  The cast contains about
35 people that are placed in 9 different families.
Each character is connected to one another in some
way or another.  And, each character has their own
secret that is usually soon discovered by another
character and revealed to persons the secret is kept
from.  And from there the plot(s) thicken.  The sto-
ries within the show are very realistic scenarios,
and so the viewer is likely to relate to each one.
In other words, what keeps viewers hooked on
soap operas is the ability of the show to depict the
dramas that exist in everyone’s lives.

Let’s look at MTV’s The Real World, which
has now been syndicated in places such as
Chicago, New York, California, Hawaii, Miami,
etc.  It starts with 7 people between the ages of 18-
28 with different backgrounds, living together in a
nice apartment for about three months that is paid
for by MTV.  There are cameras located in every
room as well as a cameraman and a confessional
for the participants.  During their time in the apart-
ment they all work at the same job somewhere in
either the entertainment industry or education.
And, some of them take courses at the local uni-
versity in their particular city.  But that’s not all
they do.  What makes the show so engaging is it’s
inevitability to expose people and to create contro-
versial situations.  For instance, one season one of
the characters got a little intoxicated and started a
fight with everyone in the apartment.  This then led
to the breakdown of that particular person and
everyone in the house plotted against her.  It is
those trivial moments that keep people engaged in
the show.

Reality television shows have expanded great-
ly in the last 3 years.  In fact, some of these reality
shows are depicting people’s desire to succeed in
life.  For instance, American Idol is a show that
allows people to show off their singing/dancing
talent in front of America and three star judges.
These judges consist of Paula Abdul, who used to
be a pop star and choreographer, Reggie Jackson, a
music producer, singer and Senior Vice President
of A&R at MCA records, and Simon, an Executive
for BMG Records.  Simon is the one who brings
all the drama because he is a very harsh judge and
criticizes all the contestants.  His comments really
get to the contestants and so they usually rebel
with crude comments.  After the judges make their
comments, America gets to vote which one they
want to stay and which they want out of the com-
petition.  And even though there is only one win-
ner of American Idol, the top 10 contestants have
gone on to do something with their music talents.
For instance, in this summer’s American Idol third
place “winner”, Tamara Grey, ended up with a
record deal and is going to be starring in Fox
Television’s Boston Public.  As for the winner and
the runner up from this summer, they finished
recording their albums and now are working on a
movie together.  American Idol is one of the shows
that allow regular people to have a shot at success
and that is only one of the reasons why people con-
tinue to watch it.

Not only can people relate to people wanting
to be successful, but they can also relate to those

who seek wealth and finding one’s true love.  Joe
Millionaire depicts both these dreams.  In this
show that airs on Fox, the network found a con-
struction worker named Evan and told 20 women
that he inherited millions of dollars.  They all got
to spend time with him in a mansion in France.  As
Evan narrowed down the women he started to have
an inner conflict about lying to everyone in front of
America.  When there were only two left, he
almost had a breakdown.  This reality show depict-
ed how keeping secrets can really take a toll on
your decisions in life and that is why it succeeded
the way it did.

What was even more amazing is that the last
two contestants had completely opposite personali-
ties.  One woman was very reserved, had very little
money and a huge heart.  She enjoys spending time
with the horses and other animals and Evan
referred to their time together as “something out of
a fairytale.”  The other woman has good taste in
both food and clothing and she isn’t afraid to get
what she wants.  Throughout the show she made
several advances at Evan, which gave her a reputa-
tion of being “easy.”  So Evan ultimately had to
choose between “nice” and “easy” and he chose
the nice girl.  After telling the girls who won, Evan
then had to reveal to them that he wasn’t a million-
aire and that he had lied to the girls the entire
month they were in France.  The girl he chose was
then asked to make her decision of whether or not
she wanted to continue her “journey” with Evan
and meet him later that evening to give him her
decision.  Although she was upset that he had lied,
she felt that it didn’t matter and that she wanted to
stay with him.  And then they both got surprised.
Because the girl was able to see past the “decep-
tion” and Evan was able to make the “right” deci-
sion, Fox awarded them with $1 million for them
to share.  Here, being genuine made these two suc-
cessful in finding love and, therefore has massive
appeal to people who watch the show.

Other shows depict a need for survival.  For
instance on CBS’s Survivor starts off with 16 cast-
aways and the contestants vote to see who gets
kicked off the show.  Survivor has also been syndi-
cated in several places in the world. The winner
receives a million dollars.  Another show that does
this is NBC’s Fear Factor, in which contestants
have to do daring stunts in order to win a prize.
On ABC, they have a show called The Mole in
which contestants disguise themselves as the per-
son who gets to choose who leaves each show and
has basic control over the events that happen with-
in each episode. Again, the winner gets a cash
prize.  The Surreal Life, which airs on the WB
Network, has 6 ex-superstars who are living in a
house and have to survive a month with one another.

On March 3rd, a new reality show will be
aired on Fox called Married by America.  On this
show they will have an even number of males and
females.  Viewers will get to view each person and
their personality and then vote on who should
marry whom.  The contestants are marrying a com-
plete stranger, which most people can relate to

when they realize they hardly know the person
they’ve married.  The whole concept of the “view-
er choice” shows how people are prone to suc-
cumbing to what society deems as right.
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American “Idolization”:   
A Close Look at Reality TV 

Last Year’s American Idol Winner
BY LAUREN M. HERSH

Joe Millionaire
20 single women are whisked away to a French
chateau and romanced by a young man they
believe to be a multi-millionaire. (L-R)Sarah,
Melissa W., Dana, Katy, Zora, Dayana, Mary,
Heidi, Andrea, Erica, Melissa M., Jennifer, Amy,
Amanda, Alison, Katie, Gretchen, Brandy,
Melissa Jo and Mandy.

Courtesy Fox.com

Evan Marriott from
Joe Millionaire

Courtesy
WVAH.com

Breaking Into the
Entertainment

Business
BY MAUREEN DALLIEN

June Archer is a resident of Hartford,
Connecticut, and he has successfully studied
Communications and Mass Media at the Central
Connecticut State University.  

Learning from others in the entertainment
industry, Archer states, laughing, “I met a lot of
artists that I admired, and I just became a fly on
the wall of many situations and the conversations
that went on around me.”  

In his early years Archer was influenced by
artists such as Sylvia Rhone from Elektra
Records, Dedra Tate  who is the President of
Flava Unit Records, and Michael Bivans of New
Edition whom he formerly worked with in the
past.  In 1989, Archer was promoted into a
singing group called “Room Service” and in the
summer of 99 his producer was offered a record
deal with Elektra Records. “Room Service” did
the remix album, self titled “The Remixes” for the
group SWV (Sisters With Voices), and with the
success of the record the group was offered a deal
which allowed his production company to have a
label imprint with distribution. 

Working in the entertainment industry Archer
has allowed himself to start an open mic showcase
called Heart Chocolate Soul.  This is a presenta-
tion of music, comedy, and poetry featuring rising
stars in the entertainment industry.  Heart Mind
and Soul (HMS) entertainment created Hot
Chocolate Soul as a performance outlet and artist
development workshop.  In its fourth season,
HMS was created to serve the business and mar-
keting needs for professional entertainers, artists
and athletes.  Heart Mind and Soul management
provides business management, personal manage-
ment, event planning and career services. Hot
Chocolate features a live house band with Karl
Brown and Smooth improvisation who play at the
Soul Café and Nells NYC. Other featured hosts
are Marc Dorsey of Jive Records, and  Fourty
Acres, Meloni Daniels who is a featured back-
ground singer for artists such as Mariah Carey and
Karen Clarke-Sheard, Shaliek Rivers of Universal
Records, and Mike Davis of Jive Records, Village
Underground and Café Wha?
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Movie Review: 
The Recruit

BY WENDY DIAZ

When in the CIA, “Trust no one” and
“Nothing is what it seems” are expressions given
in The Recruit by the famous Academy Award
winner, Al Pacino (Walter Burke). The Recruit
has many twists and turns that make the viewer
not quite sure who the good guy is. 

Starring Al Pacino as a CIA instructor in a
training facility recruits young adults to learn
about the CIA. Al Pacino shows viewers how the
agency trains and recruits and how to prepare the
recruits for the spy game. 

Al Pacino, an amazing actor that has always
made great films, has done it once again in this
film. The greatest actor in film history shows how
he can fool the viewer as the good guy who sud-
denly turns into the bad guy.

Colin Farrell (James Clayton) co-star shows
himself as one of the smartest graduating seniors
of MIT. Even though he may not have the attitude
for the CIA, he is the person that Walter Burke is
looking for the agency. James falls for one of the

recruits Layla (Bridget Moynahan) and learns to
“Trust no one.” He learns you can only trust your-
self; this is a very good example for the everyday
life we live in.  

The recruits all learn secrets about being in
the CIA and how it works. They are also tested on
missions to sustain being in the CIA. Walter
Burke puts the recruits on an assignment, the
recruits go on to do the assignments but as you
will see “it is not what it seems.” This shows that
you should not believe everything you see. The
recruits face many obstacles where only they learn
to trust in themselves and their gut feelings.     

This movie shows that in life we can easily be
betrayed by what we see. Overall the movie was
remarkable and worth watching. The ending
leaves you with a chilling effect, a very unexpect-
ed surprise that can leave you shocked. I encour-
age you to see it for yourself, so you can relate it
to real life situations. 

Photo credits: Kerry Hayes, SMPSP

It seemed I had almost forgotten about him
when I heard an unmistakable voice on the radio
followed by a familiar guitar sound blasting out of
the speakers. I didn't realize how much I missed
the sound until heard the single “Honestly” and
was thankful former Smashing Pumpkins front-
man Billy Corgan is back with his new bank
Zwan and a great debut album, “Mary Star of the
Sea.”

Swan includes head songwriter Corgan along
with four other band members including bassist
Paz Lenchantin or A Perfect Circle. Most impor-
tantly it features the return of former Pumpkins
drummer Jimmy Chamberlain, maybe the most
ferocious in rock and Corgan sounds straight-up
reinvigorated by the new collaboration.

Gone are the sometimes drowsy artsiness of
the Pumpkins' last three albums, in which
Chamberlain was replaced by a drum machine.
Mary Star of the Sea may be Corgan's most acces-
sible album since the classic Siamese Dream a
decade ago. Having Chamberlain back with him
give Corgan's melodies a punch that was missing
before, and the other new members make an
immediate impression. Lenchantin's harmonies
backing Corgan on the album's lead-off, “Lyric”
recall Kim Deal singing behind Black Francis in
the Pixies at their most melodic.

“Here comes my faith to carry me on,” are
the first words Corgan sings on “Lyric” and pseu-
do-religious themes continue through the album.
Love is mentioned in nearly every song and faith
is mentioned repeatedly, including a song
“Declarations of Faith.” That could be the title for
just about all of them—even the album cover
itself features the heavenly imagery of rainbows,
doves and clouds. It can come across a little

heavy-handed at times but the songs are per-
formed with such skill and conviction you let it go
and let the music take you over.

“Honestly,” the aforementioned first single, is
one those moments. Honestly, the song explodes
out of the speakers and is one of the catchiest sin-
gles Corgan has ever written. The song tri-
umphantly builds and explodes as the addictive
chorus, authorative  drumming and outrageous
guitars blast it into outer space.

Upbeat, jangly choruses dominate the album.
Themes of optimism abounding, never has
Corgan sounded so happy with song title like
“Endless Summer” and “Yeah!” Is this the same
guy who famously sang “the world is a
vampire/Sent to drain” on the 1996 single “Bullet
with Butterfly Wings”?

He doesn't sound as upbeat on every song,
however. On the solemn “Of A Broken Heart,” a
cello and delicate arrangement bring back memo-
ries of the epic Disarm” from Siamese Dream.
However, other slower numbers like “Heartsong”
and “Desire” drag a little bit, keeping you waiting
for a musical crescendo that never comes. As
always keep in mind Corgan's high-pitched voice
can get to you after a while, especially on ballads.

But despite one or two missteps the album
(which includes a DVD) is mainly excellent
throughout, one only Corgan can make. How
many other can get away with naming a song
“Jesus, I”? Despite the title the music itself is sim-
ply awesome with one of the best, heaviest, most
infectious riffs on the album. A psychedelic solo
blasts sends the song into heaven and by the time
it turns into the second half of the piece. “Mary
Star of the Sea,” the song is reborn - kind of like
Corgan himself.

Album Review
Zwan - “Mary Star of the Sea”

BY RICHARD SCHACK

QCC Does
Modern

Adaptation of
Othello

The QCC Department of Speech
Communication and Theatre Arts is pleased to
present Othello, running from March 27 through
April 5. Faculty member Georgia McGill directs
a multicultural cast of QCC students in a modern
adaptation of the classic Shakespeare tragedy.

With its modern-day dress and staging, the
Queensborough production makes Shakespeare's
work more accessible and compelling to a con-
temporary audience. Among literature's greatest
tragedies, Othello concerns a man of African her-
itage who is victimized in a white European soci-
ety. Othello, the "Moor of Venice", is ultimately
done in by Iago's ambition and by his own jeal-
ousy.

The title role will be portrayed by QCC stu-
dent (and Queens Village resident) Truman
Lofton. Othere members of the multicultural cast
are QCC students Mariel Delghavi of Jamaica (as
Desdemona), Kristina Lomboy of Bellerose (as
Emilia), David Holliday of Bayside (as Cassio),
and Steve Margulies of Floral Park (as
Roderigo). The [art of the diabolical Iago will be
played by guest artist Arthur Adair of LaMaMa.

Performances will take place in the
Shadowbox Theater, which is located in the Z
Building, on:

Fridays, March 27th & April 4th at 8 p.m. 
Saturdays, March 28th & April 5th at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 2nd at 1:14 p.m., and 
Thursdays, March 28th & April 3rd at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are available  at the Box Office

(Library Building, 1st floor) or one hour before
the performance at the door. Ticket prices: QCC
students, staff and faculty with ID - $3.00,
General Admission - $8.00, Seniors and
Performing Arts Subscribers - $5.00. Special
Bargain Matinee on Wednesday - $1.00. For fur-
ther ticket information call the QCc Box Office
(718-631-6311). For group sales call 718-281-
5371.

QCC Students: 
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

tickets for any of the 
following shows

Please note that Frank Gorshin, March 16, is
cancelled. Ticket buyers for this show can

exchange for any of the remainging shows.

March 8 at 8 p.m. 
I PAGLIACCI PLUS

Sunday, April 13 at 3 p.m.
GOLDEN OLDIES OF THE 50’s

Starring The Platters & 
The Coasters

Sunday, May at 4 p.m.
Barry Manilow’s 
COPACABANA

www.qcc.cuny.edu/boxoffice
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Well, Mets and Yankee fans it’s about that
time again, it is time to start thinking about base-
ball. The 2003 season looks hopeful for the Mets
and Yankees.  Both teams are in position to win
their respective divisions.  

The Mets with new additions to the roster
including new manager Art Howe, and pitchers
like Tom Glavine, and Mike Stanton, position
players such as OF Cliff Floyd, SS Rey Sanchez,
and 3B Russ Johnson. The Mets have added talent
to their lineup as well as their bullpen.  Also
returning this season is the team captain John
Franco who will return in June.  Hopefully for the
Mets, Mo Vaughn, Mike Piazza, and Roberto
Alomar will bounce back from a mediocre year
last year to perform like they usually do. 

The Mets will have a fresh start for 2003,
they have a new manager, and went out and have
brought in good free agents that can only make
the team better. The Mets should focus on the
future and not the disappointing season they had
last year. This year the Mets should have no prob-
lem competing for the National League East as
long as they have a good spring and think towards
the future.

The Yankees are looking to get back to the
top of the American League East. The core group
for the Yankees still remains: Derek Jeter, Bernie
Williams, Alfonso Soriano, Jason Giambi, Jorge
Posada, and Robin Ventura are back for the 2003

season. George Steinbrenner was busy as usual
this off season signing Japanese outfielder Hideki
Matsui and Cuban defector Jose Contreras along
with Todd Zeile as backup for first or third base,
and relief pitchers Juan Acavado, Chris
Hammond, Jon Leiber, and Antonio Osuna to
compensate for the loss of Mike Stanton and
Ramiro Mendoza. The only question that really
has to be answered is who is going to be the fifth
starter Jeff Weaver or Jose Contreras. The ques-
tion may be answered by itself, since Roger
Clemens, and David Wells may be injury prone
because of their age; Clemens will be 41 in
August and Wells will be 40 in May, and that may
open opportunities for Weaver and Contreras. 

Another concern for the Yankees is the
crowded outfield, with the signing of Hideki
Matsui and Chris Latham, and the return of
Rondell White, Raul Mondesi, and Juan Rivera.
The starting OF should be Matsui, Williams, and
Mondesi but anything can happen between now
and opening day.

The Yankees have enough players to make a
run for the championship, but the question is who
will fit into the starting roles and have a positive
impact on the team.

The Mets and Yankees have a great chance to
win their divisions. With good off season acquisi-
tions both teams can only get better.

New Spring Season Revives
Baseball Mania

BY JONATHAN COHEN

BROADWAY
BLUESHIRTS 

FEELING BLUE
BY DEMITRI DIAKANTONIS

What’s the difference between the New
York Yankees and the New York Rangers?
While they both have high payrolls, the
Yankees win a championship every now and
then. Unfortunately, Ranger fans can’t say the
same thing about their team after what they
have gone through in the last six seasons. They
pay more and more for tickets every year
expecting to see a team win some games and
bring a Stanley Cup victory to New York. But
in the last six seasons, the complete opposite
has happened.

The Rangers are not out of the playoffs
yet, but the way the season has gone thus far,
they are most likely going to miss the playoffs
for the sixth consecutive season.  Injuries to
key players have stopped the team from play-
ing up to their full potential.  Bobby Holik
missed 18 games early in the season with a
groin injury, while Brian Leetch and Pavel
Bure each missed 31 consecutive games.  

The Rangers had entered the second half
of the season with a new head coach.  Rookie
head coach Bryan Trottier was fired just before
the all-star break.  General Manger Glen
Sather has taken over the coaching reigns after
assistant Jim Schoenfeld declined the offer.
Since Sather has one of the best winning per-
centages of all time, he seems to be the best
candidate for the job.

Sather guaranteed that the team will make
the playoffs and to show that he wasn’t lying,
he went out and acquired Alexei Kovalev from
the Pittsburgh Penguins.  Kovalev helped the
Rangers to their 1994 Stanley Cup victory.  He
reached NHL stardom when he was traded to
Pittsburgh in 1998.  Hopefully his offense will
give the team some power as they got their full
lineup back shortly after Valentine’s Day
weekend and they continue to battle for the
final playoff bid.

With all this talk about how disappointing
this season has been, no one has said anything
about the team’s future.  Sather is going to
remain head coach until the end of the season
but didn’t comment about any future candi-
dates.  Rumors have speculated about Mike
Keenan making a return to Broadway.  Keenan
was the head coach on the 1994 championship
team and is currently working under a 5-year
contract for the Florida Panthers.  Unless
Sather is willing to compensate the Panthers,
maybe trading Goalie Dan Blackburn or rookie
Jamie Lundmark, which is something he is not
likely to do, don’t expect to see Keenan behind
the Rangers bench anytime soon.

The team’s long-term goaltending situa-
tion is also still uncertain.  Mike Dunham, who
was acquired from the Nashville Predators in
mid-November to replace the injured Mike
Richter, has played his best hockey yet here in
New York.  He is battling with second year
goalie Dan Blackburn, who is expected to be
the Rangers future star goaltender.  This sea-
son has been very grim.  It is time for the team
to start making future plans.

The Queensborough Indoor Track team start-
ed in November and has competed at Seton Hall
University, Wesleyan University in Connecticut
twice, Yale University and Manhattan College so
far. For the first time since 1989, women have
their own team, 12 men and 12 women make up
the tiger squad.

At Seton Hall University December 7, the
women's 4X400 relay comprised of Andelkeys
Perez (Bushwick), Erica Francis, (Bayside),
Michelle Mitchell (St. Agnes) and Keba McKund
(Lowell School-Bayside) placed 4th. Natalie
Castillo (St. Johns Prep) placed 6th in the 1000
Meter run. The Men ran William Marshall (North
West MD) in the 1000M and placed 6th. Orlando
Griffith (Trinidad) placed 7th in the 60M dash.

At Wesleyan University December 14,
William Marshall placed 3rd in the 800 meter run
clocking in at 2:05. Izzi Henriquez (Great Neck
North) turned in 2:08 good for 6th place. Joe
Swift (Forest Hills) turned in good performances
in the 55M Dash and the 400. Mark Promax (St.
Johns Prep) turned in good performances in the
200 25.3 and 400 57.7.  The women ran the
4X400 relay in 4:56 time. The foursome were
Nikki Musullo (Cardozo), Brigitte Burke
(Cardozo), Erica Francis and Natalie Castillo.
Chris Yepez (Bryant) turned in a good time in the
3000Meter Run clocking a 9:49 time.

The team traveled to Yale University January

11 where Orlando Griffith placed 5th in the 55M
dash running 6.66. He teamed up to run the dis-
tance Medley relay with, Henriquez, Marshall and
Yepez. The women's 4x400 relay had Castillo,
Musullo, Perez, and Burke and they turned a 4:52
time while Castillo clocked a 67 400 split. The
men's 4X400 relay featured Marshall Promax,
Swift, Michael Urbano (Newtown). The team
time was 3:48

The 4x400 relay team competed at Madison
Square Garden in the Millrose Games relay
February 7. Griffith, Henriquez and Marshall and
Yepez made up the foursome. The Tigers placed
5th with a season's best time of 3:43.
Queensborough will travel to Maryland February
21 to compete in the North East Jr. College
Championships which include 4 regions from
New England to Maryland. This is also known as
the National Qualifiers. The region winner auto-
matically qualifies for the Nationals held March 7,
8 at Southern Illinois University. Last Year
Queensborough sent 8 ath-
letes to the Nationals held at
Kansas State University.
Queensborough runs divi-
sion One Junior College in
the Winter. 

Outdoor Track starts
March 12. The Tigers will
host the first ever
Queensborough CC relays
March 22. They will travel to the University of
Pennsylvania to run in the Penn relays in April.
Anyone interested in Outdoor Tracek must con-
tact the Guy office immediately and leave a name
and number.

In the past three years that Coach Chris
Omeltchenko has been at the helm, over 20 idffer-
ent athletes have competed at the National
Championships, with 3 All Americans and 3
Academic All Americans, 3 region 15 team cham-
pionships and 4 consecutive trips to National
Tournament.

Indoor Track is Off and Running

Left to right: William Marshall, Orlando Griffith,
Izzi Henriquez, Chris Yepez.

4x400 Relay Team Ran the Millrose Games at
Madison Square Garden.


