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Ever wonder why there is construction of the
courtyard in the Humanities Building? Before the
courtyard was being worked on, there were many
leaks, the concrete was cracked and it was extreme-
ly messy. The area of the Humanities courtyard that
is being worked on is the drainage system and the
floor, including the ramp and balcony. Our school is
part of a project that is connected with other areas in
the college such as the outside stairs of the “C”
building, medical arts driveway, and many other
facilities on campus. This project is one of many
which will help the future appearance of Queens-
borough Community College to be more desirable.

The construction project to beautify the campus
including the Humanities courtyard is being funded
by New York State. Helen Marshall, a city council-
man for the borough projects, has been instrumental
in acquiring these funds from the dormitory authori-
ty of  New York State which has been a tremendous

help in making our college community better.  This
project overall will cost 2.6 million dollars. The
construction of the courtyard is completed although,
the beautification is still being carried out. For
example, there will be installation of lights and art-
work added to the space. At the time this article was
written there was no construction being done. The
college department of campus facilities and
Buildings and Grounds is responsible for the beauti-
fication project.

While the construction of the courtyard will
improve the appearance of the college, the space
will not be open for student use. Yet, the courtyard
will be used to honor students for their achieve-
ments in ceremonies. The courtyard will also be
decorated with artwork. While the end result of the
courtyard will enhance the appearance of our col-
lege, even so the courtyard will not be used on a
regular basis for students. 

Courtyard Construction Improves
Quality of Campus Grounds

BY AYLIN AKKAYA

One year ago, 11-year-old Linda Elizabeth
Sandridge lived in a small, dilapidated hut situated
amidst the civil unrest of South Africa. On Friday,
November 22, Linda stood in the QCC Student
Union Building, put her hand over her heart, and
pledged allegiance to the United States of America.
Her parents watched with tears of joy streaming
down their faces as she and 35 other children
became American citizens at a special ceremony
organized by QCC Director of International Student
Affairs and Center of Immigration, Tunde
Kashimawo, and coordinated with the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS). 

“Welcome to our country new citizens!” said
QCC president and Cuban immigrant, Dr. Eduardo
Marti, in his opening remarks. Thanks to the Child
Citizenship Act passed by Congress last year, for-
eign-born children adopted after February 27, 2001
are granted automatic citizenship, provided they are
under 18 and at least one parent or legal guardian is
an American citizen. “The children derive citizen-
ship through their parents. Adopted parents seeking
naturalization certificates must file a form N643
with the INS,” said U.S.I.N.S.’s NY District Chief
of Naturalization, Rose Chapman. “It’s a fairly long
process.” 

Although children are often given citizenship
certificates after INS officials interview them or
their parents, the agency has been trying in recent
years to conduct more citizenship ceremonies in
public places. “After such a long process, the par-
ents deserve more than just a piece of paper, they
deserve a celebration,” said Chapman. “Today we
celebrate citizenship. As an American, we some-
times take the freedom of our citizenship for grant-
ed. It takes a non-citizen to explain their process, to
remind us of the sanctity afforded us all by
American citizenship.” 

“This is something that needs to be celebrat-
ed,” said Dominican Republic-born U.S.I.N.S.

exam assistant, Ruben Vargas. “It is an honor to be
a citizen of this great country. America is the cross-
section of the world, where multiculturalism is a
way of life.”

“It is wonderful to live in a country where
most people, with the exception of the Native
Americans, are either an immigrant or the descen-
dents of immigrants,” said Dr. Marti. In Queens
alone, 46% of the population is foreign-born. Since
the 1990 Census, more and more immigrants have
headed to Queens, creating enclaves of cultures that
mix to make the borough the City’s most diverse
and most unique. The 2000 Census proves that
here, every corner of the Earth is represented.
“Queens is the most diverse borough, in the most
diverse city of the world,” said Council member
and QCC alumnus Hiram Monserrate. “In this one

room, every continent of the world is touched, and
together we raise one flag, one banner.”

Queensborough, the first-ever college to host a
“kiddie” naturalization ceremony, has a student
population as culturally diverse as the population of
Queens. Last Spring, of the 10,880 students
enrolled at QCC, 48.5% were born in another coun-
try. There were 122 countries of birth other than the
US represented, the top six including Jamaica,
Guyana, India, Haiti, China, and Colombia. “The
diversity of our school adds to the richness of our
curriculum. All the cultures create a beautiful
mosaic that makes learning a wonderful experi-

ence,” said President Marti. “Senator Schumer once
said that New York City is the place where immi-
grants become citizens; I would like to think that
Queensborough Community College is the place
where immigrants become educated citizens.
Therefore, it is right and proper for our College to
host this very important event. I hope that we will
be able to hold these ceremonies on our campus
every year and welcome the new Americans to our
midst.” QCC Associate Dean, Dr. Sandra Bygrave-
Dozier concurred with Dr. Marti. “The newly
established International Student Affairs and Center
of Immigration plans to hopefully expand and have
one naturalization ceremony per semester.” 

Above all, “the ceremony is about the kids,”
said Dean Bygrave. “The importance of who we are
is in these young children. They represent the
American Dream, the great social experiment that
America is,” said Council member Monserrate. 

On Friday, November 22, the 36 youngsters
who hailed from 16 different nations of the world
stood smiling as they clutched onto their tiny
American flags and listened to a message from the
President of the United States of America: “I am
pleased to congratulate you on becoming a United
States citizen. You are now a part of a great and
blessed Nation...Welcome to the joy, the responsi-
bility, and freedom of American citizenship.” 

Although it may be too soon for these new citi-
zens to comprehend the responsibility or the free-
dom afforded by American citizenship, they cer-
tainly experienced the joy. As 11-year-old Linda
Elizabeth Sandridge posed in front of the American
flag for a picture with her new parents and INS
officials, her grandmother sulked, “Darn, I used up
the whole role already!” That didn’t seem to upset
Linda, who shrugged her shoulders and went to
give her father a hug. “I’m happy. Very, very
happy,” said Linda.

Welcome, New Citizens: 
QCC Ceremony Celebrates Citizenship

BY KALEILA PUFOLKES

“Queens is the most diverse
borough, in the most diverse

city of the world,” said Council
member and QCC alumnus

Hiram Monserrate.
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Student Government 
Without the Students

BY TY LEE BUTLER

The founding fathers of this democratic society believed that a government in order to be legitimate
must be by the people and for the people. This essentially requires that the people participate in the politi-
cal process and in choosing their government. Here at Queensborough Community College the principle
of participating in government seems to be lost on many students when it comes to the student government
of the Queensborough Student Association.

Though the QSA deals with many important issues related to all aspects of student life and has enor-
mous power to affect the quality of the student experience most students don’t seem to realize or care
about their campus government. The apathy level appears to be at an all time high. Most students who are
questioned don’t even seem to realize how the QSA is organized or what power it has to affect them.

“There is a student government?” was the response of one biology student who preferred not to be
named, when questioned as to his awareness of the activities of student government. In doing an unscien-
tific survey of students around campus, this editor found the lack of awareness both comical and frighten-
ing. Most students who were asked if they knew the name of their student body president responded no.
Many did not know where the student government office was located. Some were unaware of the time and
methods of student government elections. This lack of minimal awareness about something so important is
appalling.

When interviewed on the subject, Giuseppe (Joe) Vella the current QSA President was forthcoming.
He attributed the lack of participation and awareness to “a lack of advertising. They [students] don’t know
what student government is about.” He blamed the apathy on students not understanding what the QSA
actually does. “When a student doesn’t know what an organization is about, they are not going to get
involved with it.” He admitted that the lack of dissemination of information about QSA was something
that he and the other officers would have to address.

Students should be aware of the influence of student government and the relationship it has with the
school administration. The QSA can address issues as important and diverse as parking on campus or how
the student technology fee on your bursar bill is being allocated. The QSA was also active in promoting
the Q27 bus stop on campus. The QSA President also sits on important administration boards such as the
Academic Senate, which deals with key academic and curriculum issues such as types of department pro-
grams offered and requirements for graduation.

Student government also has direct control over the budgets that clubs on campus are allocated from
the student activities fee. The QSA student senate is responsible for ratifying clubs, thereby controlling
which clubs get to operate and have funds allocated to them.

There are many ways for students to get more involved in the QSA. The Student Senate gives interest-
ed students an opportunity to gain experience in the legislative process and parliamentary procedures, just
like our nation’s congress. The Senate votes on important issues that come before it, and has key commit-
tees such as the ratification committee (to ratify clubs) and the allocation committee. The senate also has a
constitutional review committee, which can recommend changes to the QSA constitution, which after
being approved by the Senate must be voted on by the student body at large. Any student interested in a
copy of the QSA constitution may pick up copy at the Student Union building Lower Level.

Students can also run for positions on the QSA Executive Board including President, Executive Vice
President, Administrative Vice President, Treasurer, etc. There are also positions of Vice President for
Evening Students and Vice President for Part-time students.

QSA elections are held each spring semester during the month of April. There are slots for twenty
(20) at-large senators from the student body. The rest of the senate is comprised of one (1) senator from
each existing club, which are usually elected in their respective clubs at the beginning of the academic
year. Students who are interested in running for any QSA elective position can inquire at the Student
Activities office in the Student Union Building Lower Level.

We as Queensborough students must be active and get involved so we can help affect the quality of
our student life. The new ID policy is just one example of what a few activist students can do when they
are motivated (betcha didn’t know that students were responsible, did ya?) It is important that we practice
social involvement as we acquire an education and move toward becoming productive members of soci-
ety. For citizens of a nation as great as ours, which offers opportunities such as public education and public
colleges, involvement is a responsibility. Don’t be apathetic. Get involved; it is our duty.
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Forgetting how terribly screwed up the world
is right now is so much easier when you have got
a new Area –51m laptop to play with, done up
fresh with a cool, color shifting paint job. Did I
say laptop? I meant mobile gaming machine —
really, that is what this laptop …erm, computer,
is. Yes, it is closer to a desktop replacement than
any other computer system. 

What makes the Area-51m relatively unique
among laptops is that it runs not on a mobile P4,
but on a full-fledged desktop processor. That
means that instead of running at 2.2GHz, the cur-
rent mobile high-end, this new Alienware runs at
an astonishing 2.8GHz, powered by the exact
same 533MHz FSB CPU that is sitting in the kind
of high-end tower you drool over.

The graphics system from ATI is compatible
with DirectX 8.1. It is the fastest and the most
powerful mobile GPU currently available is
Mobility 9000 (M9 for short). Let us compare
against Dell’s own latest and greatest, the new
Inspiron 8200.  

Like the Alienware, Dell’s system runs a
64MB DDR M9 processor, and the memory in the
Dell is clocked a little faster by default (252MHz
core and 200MHz memory versus 259MHz core
and 182MHz memory). Why? Well, because it is
harder to cool a desktop CPU than a mobile one.
Alienware bumps its card down to keep it cooler.
That said, Area-51m does come overclocked
(270MHz core and 190MHz memory) via full
version of PowerStrip that Alienware now offers
with all of its systems for $30 more. It is better to
save the $30 and spare your self the trouble
because after a while the extra heat that is pro-
duced creates problems with the system.

Benchmark scores between the two systems
are nearly identical in 3Dmark2001 SE and
Unreal Tournament 2003. Dell puts out 7,056
3Dmarks while the Alienware pushed 7,113. In
UT 2003, Alienware was 3 fps faster. The differ-
ence became much more apparent when Jedi
Knight II and Dungeon Siege. Because of their
64MB of video memory, the sweet spot for these
laptops is 1024x768. With that in mind, consider
that Dell runs DS at 43 fps at that resolution,
while Alienware cranks out 68 fsp. And in JK II,

Dell caught up a respectable 78 fps, while
Alienware kicked it up a notch-and-a-half to 92
fps. When you further consider that Area-51m is
about $100 more than Inspiron 8200 with a com-
parable configuration, the choice for hardcore
gamers becomes clear, no? 

Now before you make your decision, you
should know that Inspiron 8200 does beat Area-
51min one key area: battery life. Mobile proces-
sor like 2.2Ghz in Dell are made to throttle down
hard when on battery power: unplug from the
wall, and your processor drops down to 1.2 GHz.
Also, by default, the screen dims substantially to
further conserve power. As a result you will get
as much as two-plus hours of use from a single

battery charge. 
Not so with Area-51m.I didn’t see an option

for dimming the screen, and the CPU throttles
down to 1.75Ghz only if the system gets too
hot—not because you unplugged the laptop from
the wall. Result: you get only 35 to 45 minutes
out of a singe battery charge. That is where the
whole “mobile gaming machine” thing comes in.
This laptop is not meant to fly around with you on
airplanes while you run Excel spreadsheets: it is
meant to replace a gaming desktop if need be, and
to be taken to LAN parties or wherever you can
plug in a frag. An additional battery will only net
you an extra 45 minutes or so, but ultimately, if
you need a mobile system with a long battery life,
a machine like Inspiron 8200 may be more of
what you are looking for.

Your Computer System:
Make the Right Choice

BY DAVID MALAYEV

Laptop

Big Freeze Hits New York
Early

BY MICHAEL ALVARADO

The coming of winter’s breathe is not quite what I’m talking about; it’s a
“fiscal freeze” which is being handed down by Mayor Bloomberg. The freeze
is to stop new hires for the firefighters, police officers, and the correction 
officers. This is to take effect immediately and other city jobs such as teachers
might not be far behind. Mayor Bloomberg believes that the freezes will 
prevent major layoffs in the foreseeable future. Even so, layoffs may occur in
the NYPD and up to 25 firehouses may be closed at night, along with other
service cuts. Not since 1994 has there been a more serious ban on city hiring. At
that time Mayor Giuliani was in office and it was not as detrimental as it is now.

All this is being done because of the diminishing economy ever since the
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. For this fiscal year the economy will be in a $1 bil-
lion hole and this will rise from $4 billion to $6 billion in the coming years.
The cuts could help as much as 1.1 billion which would cover this year’s gap.
Bloomberg’s staff stated that the freeze was done in reaction to the “declining
tax receipts from Wall Street.” Mayor Giuliani had banned new hires after
Sept. 11, but since Mayor Bloomberg entered office the number of full time
city workers has crept up to almost ten thousand. The number of city employ-
ees is at 365,700 which is bigger than most state governments.

The freeze and cuts to come are painful and are the worst the city’s expe-
rienced since it was near bankruptcy in the mid 1970s. Overall this will save
the police, firefighters, and other civil service members from major layoffs in
the future. If the economy gets better within the next year, new hires could
start as soon as the spring.

Transit Fare Increase
Is No Secret, But The

Question Is How
Much?

BY WAI WONG

New York City residents will see, once again,
fare increases for subways and buses. The
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is
contemplating such ideas to help meet next years
budget. Figures published by the New York
Times estimate that the Authority is short by
approximately $1.1 billion. In this attempt to fix
the budget, the MTA will also implement increas-
es for the Long Island Railroad, Metro North
Railroad, and its many bridges and tunnels.

It’s been seven years since the city have seen
a raise in fares. The last time around subways and
buses went from $1.25 to $1.50. This time, it will
go from $1.50 to either $1.75 or $2.00, dependent
upon the option the MTA decides to make policy.

There have been many plans being presented
to the MTA for review. The MTA’s website,
www.mta.nyc.ny.us, publicly discloses the three
prominent plans presently under serious consider-
ation.

Under the first option, NYC Transit fares will
be raised to $1.75 and railroad fares will see a
10% increase. Motorists will be hit with a 25-cent
security surcharge at the tunnels and bridges
where the MTA has jurisdiction. Along with the
new fares, reduction in spending will be made to
such things like cleaning. Weekend service of
subways and buses will also be reduced by 10%. 

The second proposed option includes a raise
to $2.00 from $1.50 and a 20% rise for the rails.
Despite the 50-cent increase, the MTA will create
a better discount structure for Metrocard users.
Commuters by car will be charged an extra 50-
cents for use of the tunnels and bridges.  The sec-
ond option hits the pockets harder than the first
plan but there will not be service disruptions of
subways and buses like with the first option. 

The first two proposals also take into account
that there will be aid from Albany as well as City
Hall. But a third proposal was included to allow
more leeway in the event the government-subsi-
dized aid becomes unavailable. With Mayor

continued on page 4
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When we think about college, almost the first
thing that comes to mind are the parties and a way
of life that is totally different from high school or
living with parents where a young individual has
boundaries or limits. The college campus provides
a vast learning environment in which students eas-
ily break away from parental limitations, so the
college years have become a time when students
can find themselves. In the process of finding one-
self, alcohol and drug abuse provide a means to
conceal feelings of insecurity that arise because in
college a student needs to adapt to the social envi-
ronment. As a result, pressure to fit in can change
a student’s attitude towards substance abuse. For
example, if he or she goes to a fraternity party,

chances are they will drink.
The most deadly and serious problem on col-

lege campuses today is binge drinking, when stu-
dents drink to get drunk. A recent survey by
Harvard University’s School of Public Health
indicates that about two of every five college stu-
dents engage in binge drinking, and frequent binge
drinkers at college were 22 times more likely than
non-binge drinkers to have problems such as
missed classes, falling behind in school work or
getting in trouble or hurt and engaging in
unplanned sexual activity. College presidents rank
binge drinking as the most serious problem on
campuses today and since 1997, when a series of
fatalities were attributed to drinking, it has
received heightened attention.

However, there is a link between alcohol and
other drugs and the college experience because
since 1990 it was found that alcohol was the most
widely used drug on college campuses with 41
percent of college students who binge drink.
Almost half of college students who were the vic-
tims of crime admit using alcohol or other drugs
before they were victimized. In fact a survey at
South Western University indicated that 55 per-
cent of sexual assault perpetrators and 53 percent
of sexual assault victims said they were under the
influence of alcohol at the time of assault (Center
for Substance Abuse Prevention).

Most horrifying are sexual assaults caused by
drugs. These drugs are known as the “rape drugs”
and one of the common one’s is Rohypnol, which
comes in the form of a pill. In fact, it has been pre-
scribed in Europe and Latin America as a sleeping
pill since 1975, but today it’s illegal in the United
States. Rohypnol is smuggled into the U.S primar-
ily from Colombia and Mexico in tablet form,

according to the documents of the United States
Drug Enforcement Agency. These tablets dissolve
easily in beverages such as soda, liquor and beer,
leaving no taste or smell of any kind.

This makes Rohypnol the drug of choice for
would-be rapist whose identities are covered by
the amnesia-like effects of the drug. It causes a
sedative-hypnotic effect and begins within 30 min-
utes of ingestion and it can last up to 8 hours
depending on the dosage. This is more time than a
rapist needs to violate his victims. But some
women are fortunate enough to be alive and tell
what danger is out there. One college sophomore
in Minnesota named Kristin was lucky; she had
bruises all over her body but didn’t remember how
she got them after going to a nightclub. When she
woke up the next morning, she was confused and
disoriented, but the last thing she recalls was a
man with long black hair leaning over her to intro-
duce himself. But after the incident Kristin said
she thinks that he spiked her drink with a
Rohypnol tablet when he leaned close to her. The
man then forced her to leave the club. As a result,
she got the bruises on her arms and neck, but
Kristin’s friend Julie intervened and took her
home.

In order to reduce alcohol and drug abuse
among college students, Congress passed the
Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1986,
which set aside money for prevention programs,
but according to the National Bureau of Economic
Research policies, raising the price of alcohol, a
higher beer tax and banning alcohol on campus
also work. As a result this can often help to reduce
alcohol and drug-abuse related crimes in college
campuses nationwide.  

High-Risk Drinking and Drug-Related Abuse Widespread on
College Campuses

BY DEONARINE BALGOBIND

Transit Fare
Increase
continued from page 3

Bloomberg and Governor Pataki pinching to
meet their own budgets, it is possible to see a
reduction in aid set aside for the MTA. 

The plan, as written on the MTA website, will
see the same increases as the second plan except
the discount structure will remain the same as it
has been for the Metrocard users that purchases
their rides in bulk. Not to mention no government
aid. If the aid from the government is absent, then
the third proposal may become reality. 

Before finalizing any decisions made on the
fare increase, public hearings will be scheduled
for alternative ideas and public comments. When
the schedule is available, they will be announced
to the public on the MTA website.





How do people around the world celebrate the coming New Year? There
are many and varied customs from one country to another, ranging from
watching fire works to eating special foods and perform customs or rituals to
bring good luck during the New Year ahead. Although the celebrations are
not always held on the same day, they often include traditions of religious cel-
ebrations, prayers and blessings, some other customs are very surprising, fun
and different from our day-to-day routines.

Latin American countries have a very similar way to celebrate New
Year’s, usually they gather with their relatives and friends for a big late dinner
and wait for midnight while chatting, dancing and celebrating. There are also
some customs that are intended to bring good luck. Most people eat twelve
grapes as the clock chimes twelve midnight for good luck. People wear yel-
low underwear for fortune and red underwear for attracting love to their lives.
Also people who want to travel take a suitcase and carry it around the block. 

Furthermore, there are more specific customs that characterize a single
country. For example in Ecuador, the so-called Ano Viejo is celebrated by
creating a fake person or dummy. The dummy represents something that hap-
pened during the last year; it will be dressed with the family members old
clothes and stuffed with old newspapers, aserrin and firecrackers. The dummy
is usually placed outside
the home, so everybody
who passes can see it and
usually it also carries a
message or caption with it.
At midnight each family
lights the dummy on fire;
as it goes up in smoke the
firecrackers also go off to
add to the festivities. The
old year is forgotten and
the New Year begins. 

In Mexico there is a
custom on January 6th to
eat a special cake with a
hole in it and a small toy
inside. The person who gets
the piece with the tiny toy is supposed to make a special food on February
5th. Finally in Bolivia, families make beautiful little wood or straw dolls to
hang outside their homes to bring good luck.

There is also other
big, cultural kind of cel-
ebrations that takes
afloat the heritage of our
ancestors.  For example,
for the Iranians the cele-
bration lasts 13 days. It
begins in March, the
first day of spring. They
plant miniature gardens
and a special meal of
eggs and pilaf, which is
believed to bring them
good luck. Friends go
visiting and bring gifts

of fruit, flowers and colored eggs. They gather together to watch for special
things to happen at midnight; for example, the eggs are put on a mirror to see
if they shake. The belief is that the New Year
starts when the eggs begin to shake. People kiss
each other and say, “May you live for a hundred
years. On the last day of the celebration, people
throw the garden containers into a stream or
water to signify throwing away their bad luck. 

Another big cultural celebration is held in
India, where the Hindus have a New Year cele-
bration four times a year to welcome each of the
four seasons. Diwali is one of the New Year fes-
tivals held at the beginning of autumn. They
believe that the Hindu goddess of good luck vis-
its homes that are brightly lit. Children make
“dipas” which are small clay lamps to light and
bring the good luck goddess to their homes so
they can receive new clothes and toys. 

In addition there is also the Jewish New Year, which is more like two
New Year celebrations, one for the country and one for the Jewish New Year
known as Rosh Hashanah, which is usually held in September. It lasts one or
two days beginning at sundown on one day and ending on sundown as well.
People recite a blessing called “Kiddush” over wine and egg bread called
“challah.” Worshipping at the synagogue a ram’s horn or “shofar” is blown to
remind people to think about their past year of sins and pray for forgiveness.
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Celebrating New Year’s Worldwide
BY FERNANDA ORTEGA

Homeland Security Bill
Overwhelmingly Approved 

BY JEREMY SACHER

On November 25 in Washington D.C., President George Bush signed the
Homeland Security Bill. This bill states that all pilots that fly commercial air-
planes and pilots in the cockpits of any airplane will be permitted to carry
handguns.  The Senate overwhelmingly approved the bill on November 19 by
a vote of 90-9. The House approved the same bill a week earlier.  

The president named Tom Ridge, who is a director of the White House
Office of Homeland Security for almost a year, as his candidate for this recent
department.  Bush also appointed Gordon England who is the Navy’s secre-
tary to be Ridge’s deputy in this new department.  

The new Department of Homeland Security is the leading reorganization
of the federal government since World War II.  The Cabinet-level intelligence
will be dedicated to defending the United States from terrorist attacks and will
combine about 170,000 federal workers from 22 agencies.  The president
wants Congress to give the new department $37.45 billion for 2003.  The
department would be broken into many sectors: Border and Transportation
Security; Emergency Preparedness and Response; Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear Countermeasures, and Information Analysis and
Infrastructure Protection. 

The question is do we want pilots to carry guns on airplanes?  We have
seen in the past year pilots drinking and attempting to fly and other issues that
pertain to unsafe flying.  Are the tests sufficient enough that a pilot should be
allowed to carry a gun onto an airplane?  After installing the steel plated doors
on airplane cockpits we thought that would be enough to protect our pilots
and our consumers.  

An ex-pilot Jimmy Handt who flew for Delta airlines for 13 years and is
now a retired grandfather stated, "I think it’s in the best interest of the pilots to
have protection. I feel that having a gun in the wrong hands might not be the
best interest of the airlines.  As we have seen, security tests at airports are still
failing even with the reorganization of federal agents at security. What makes
our pilots any different that they won’t abuse the power of having possession
of a firearm?"  

Mr. Handt makes an excellent point that if one pilot has a bad day and
takes his aggression out by waving his gun around, he could cause a panic.
Just like any law that is standard in our economy, there are pros and cons.  We
just have to be certain that we have the right people behind the doors that con-
trol our lives.

Diwali: One of the New Year’s Indian Festival

Dragondance: The dragondance a very 
important aspect of the Chinese New Year’s 

celebration

Ecuador: The Ecuadorian
Ano Viejo 

continued on page 7
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Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of 10 days of
prayer and worship to become better people in the
New Year. 

Another remarkable cultural event is the
Chinese New Year, which is usually celebrated in
the late January, early February gifts are
exchanged and some homes make a “money tree”
which is decorated with old coins and paper flow-
ers. On the third day of the celebrations, the Lion
Dance begins and continues until the fifth day.

Men dress in
lion customs
and dance in a
parade. Dancers
climb on the top
of each other to
form a human
ladder to reach
“lucky money”
that is tied on
high places. The
Dragon Dance is
also held on the
third day of the
New Year cele-

bration. Families open their doors to let the drag-
on bring luck into their homes. Married people
pass out red envelopes with money in it.

Firecrackers are thought to scare away the evil
spirit Shan-sau, so the celebrations are very noisy
with people shouting and drums beating too. 

Moreover, people in Japan spend weeks plan-
ning for their New Year celebrations. They buy
special food and make decorations for their front

door out of pine
branches, bamboo
and ropes that are
believed to bring
health and long
life. Fan ropes are
also hung over the
doors and roofs
with ferns to bring
them happiness
and good luck.
Children receive
“o tosh idamas ,”
which are small
gifts with money
inside. On
December 31st
bells are rung 108
times to chase
away 108 troubles.

The people all laugh after the gongs because
laughter will drive away the bad spirits.

As you can see, many countries have tradi-

tions that they believe will bring good luck for the
New Year. In Puerto Rico children enjoy throw-
ing pails of water out the window at midnight.
Some believe that this rids their home of any evil
spirits. In Switzerland, people believe that good
luck comes from letting a drop of ice cream land
on the floor New Year’s Day, while in France,
people eat a stack of pancakes for luck and good
health. Belgium farmers wish their animals a
Happy New Year for Blessings. Armenian women
cook special bread for the family. The bread is
kneaded with luck and good wishes pressed into
the dough before it is cooked. In Northern
Portugal children go singing from home to home
for good luck and are given treats and coins.

It is important to remark that not every single
person in the country follows the tradition.  Most
people preserve a sense of their traditional cus-
toms but also acquire them to new ones.  For
example, some Chinese people who live in the
United States may continue to celebrate Chinese
New Year, but may also celebrate New Year’s on
December 31st.  Learning about traditions prac-
ticed in other cultures is a fun way to gain respect
and acceptance for others.  It doesn’t matter where
you are from or what your background is.
Celebrate this New Year’s with your heart and
why not, open your mind to new ideas, it may be
fun.  Good luck and Happy New Year’s. 

Japanese New Year: Front
door decoration made out
of pine branches, bamboo
and ropes that is believed

to bring health and long life

Iranian New Year: Plant that
Iranian throw into a stream or

water to signify throwing
away their bad luck the last

day of their celebration. 

Celebrating New Year’s
continued from page 6

Despite successful crackdowns on Al-Qaeda
cells in most parts of the world especially European
countries where cells are more active, the Southeast
Asian countries have been largely ignored. 

Although Al-Qaeda’s main branch in
Afghanistan has been destroyed, the branches that
Osama Bin Laden’s organization has stealthily
built in many parts of the world are still intact and
carrying out their attacks. According to the Central
Intelligence Agency, the Al-Qaeda organization
has set up a clandestine division of itself containing
members that roam amongst the locals as normal
people while preparing for an attack. These divi-
sions are known as sleeper cells. 

The ignoring of southeastern terrorist groups
ended when arrested Al-Qaeda members confessed
that the organization was gunning for U.S.
embassies in the region. The CIA would later con-
firm the information. Al-Qaeda’s plan was foiled
by increased police presence at some US embassies
and the evacuation of others. So although no one
was hurt, the presence of terror groups in the
region was felt quite heavily. 

Even more international attention headed
towards the region on October 12 as a bomb
exploded in a tourist resort in the island of Bali in
Indonesia. There is now no doubt that Al-Qaeda
has set up powerful cells in the region. 

The leader of this division of Al-Qaeda’s orga-
nization and the most wanted terrorist in Southeast
Asia is a man named Riudan Isamuddin, who is also
suspected of masterminding the October 12 attacks
in Bali. Isamuddin, better known as Hambali, is said
to be Bin Laden’s field agent in the region. 

The Philippines mission was given to
Muhammad Jamal Khalifa. Khalifa being Bin
Laden’s brother-in-law married a Philippine
woman and founded an import-export company as
a cover. He quickly started laundering money to
Hambali who founded two terrorist organizations
affiliated with Al-Qaeda, called the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front and Abu Sayyaf. These cells were
made to attack the governments of the regional
countries. Many of the people that serve these
groups were former soldiers. They had been hired
by Bin Laden (at a time when Bin Laden and the
U.S. were allies) to fight against the Soviet Union

attack of ‘79. Some were also hired to fight in
Bosnia. So when they returned to their homelands,
they kept on working for the same people. 

Bin Laden set up another cell in Manila (the
Philippine’s capital) directly targeting the U.S. This
cell was originally trusted to Ramzi Yousef and
Khalid Shaikh Muhammad (Mr. Yousef’s uncle),
both of whom would later take part in the 1993
attack on the world trade buildings. Mr. Khalifa
has also been linked to the attacks. 

U.S. intelligence also sent reports stating that
an organization called Jemaah Islamiyah was send-
ing men to Afghanistan possibly for training in ter-
rorist camps. This group is said to be responsible
for the attacks on the tourist resort in Bali
(Indonesia). After the homicidal Indonesian pro-
west dictator Suharto was overthrown in 1999, Bin
Laden seized the opportunity and established a
training camp in Sulawesi, which is one of the
Indonesian home islands. 

The Sulawesi camp was closed after
September 11. Unfortunately, Omar Al-Faruq, Bin
Laden’s envoy to Jemaah Islamiyah, and Abu
Bakar Bashir, the leader of the group are both still
at large. However, the Indonesian government
claims that it has the organization under control.
Western officials have confirmed this statement.
As for Abu-Sayyaf, it has degenerated into a group
of bandits who engaged in kidnapping for ransom,
among other crimes. The camps in the region that
taught attendants anything from explosives to mar-
tial arts have been destroyed and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Army is in peace negotiations with the
Philippine government. However, we must still not
underestimate the powers of these organizations
because as we saw in Bali on October 12, they
have not been completely dismantled. 

Many terrorism experts see Al-Qaeda as a
multinational company. In an interview with The
New York Times an Asian intelligence official
said, “Al-Qaeda is the McDonald’s of terrorism.”
The organization even held a summit in Malaysia
in the year 2000 that was attended by Muhammad
Atta and Zacharias Moussaoui, two of the hijackers
from the September 11 attacks. 

Information based on articles from The New
York Times  

Al-Qaeda Cells Demand More Attention 
in Southeast Asia

BY ALI R. AHMADI

Smoking Causes a
Lifetime of Struggling

BY AYLIN AKKAYA

Did you know that 390,000 Americans die
each year because of cigarette smoke? Thirty- five
percent of those smokers are from ages twenty to
thirty four. Cigarettes contain nicotine that stimu-
lates the central nervous system which can cause
the heart to beat at a faster pace and the blood
pressure to rise. The nicotine is what gets humans
addicted to smoking. Tar in cigarettes mixes in
with the lungs and respiratory system. Carbon
dioxide makes the blood carry less oxygen to the
rest of the body.

There are many dangers to smoking. Some of
these dangers are heart attacks. In fact, cigarette
smokers have twice the risk of a heart attack.
Smokers have a greater chance of cardiac arrests.
Researchers in New Zealand saw that teens who
start smoking show signs of gum disease by their
twenties. Smoking is abusive for the skin because
it causes premature wrinkles. Cigarette smokers
are fourteen times more likely to die of mouth or
throat cancer, bladder cancer and lung disease. 

A survey taken by about 20 students shows
the reason why most people smoke is peer pres-
sure, boredom, stress and depression. Yet the
most common answer to why people smoke is
peer pressure. When asked in the survey if the
cigarette tax influenced people in a positive or
negative way, most answers varied. Some said the
tax is a positive thing due to financial reasoning.
Some said it was negative  because you would
buy it anyway.  The reason being is they are
addicted. We all know that once you get addicted
to something it is extremely hard to tear yourself
away from it. We can all help a person quit by
being polite about it. Ask the person not to smoke
around you. Remember that you are asking them
to do you a favor.

Quitting is the hardest part but people can
save themselves from a lifetime of health prob-
lems. If you decide to quit now, you are putting
your life at a lesser risk. Your body would be able
to breathe again. Remember it is never too late to
quit.
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Public Safety Corner
JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM

DIRECTOR OF SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Students at QCC requested that we institute a policy that we wear our

school ID Cards on our outer most clothing. 
Why? To increase the security and safety of everyone on campus, to insure

that the school facilities, gym, computer lab, etc. be available to members of
the College Community. 

We have now instituted the policy and it is time for you to wear your ID
card. If you donít, you will not be able to use the school facilities, and will not
be permitted on campus. PLEASE COOPERATE WITH THE SECURITY
STAFF AND WEAR YOUR SCHOOL ID CARDS!

PARKING
We have had some problems and we are working on them. We have

removed all school equipment from any usable parking space to increase avail-
able parking for you. Remember, you need tokens to park in Lot 2 and Lot 6 ñ
day and evening. Lot 1 can only be used in the evening, if spaces are available.
If Lot 1 (Main Gate) is filled, use Lot 6 ñ A security guard has been assigned to
Lot 6 in the evening to provide additional security in the area.

If you are concerned at night and would like an escort to your car in our
parking lots, please call Security at 631-6320, or use any one of the red emer-
gency phones.

CLERY ACT
The College has mailed to the College Community its Crime Statistics and

Sexual Assault Prevention and Reporting Procedures along with the Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment brochures. If you did not receive one, you can pick one

up in the Security Office located on the 3rd Floor, Library, south west corner
by the flag pole. This office is open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. Please feel
free to stop by.

In 1973 New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller enacted what is per-
ceived by some as a harsh drug law and now known as a controversial drug
law, used as a political tool for most NY candidates. The Rockefeller Drug
Laws are considered brutal to some and appropriate to others.

The Rockefeller Drug Laws demand severe prison terms for the individ-
ual that possesses or sells relatively small amounts of drugs. A provision of
this statute mandates that judges impose a prison term for those who possess
4 ounces or sell 2 ounces of a narcotic substance and be convicted of no less
than 15 years to life. Supposedly, an individual’s background and character as
well as the circumstances of the offense are irrelevant when someone is con-
victed as a first time offender or a repeat offender. 

Every four years New York candidates running for office invoke promis-
es either to repeal the law or to reform it. Governor candidate for the state of
NY, Tom Golisano was demanding a repeal to get rid of the law entirely and
come up with a new law, and as well to legalize marijuana. In an East Harlem
Church, Golisano called for the repeal of what he stated to be New York’s
“ineffective and racially biased” drug law at a town hall meeting. Golisano
proposed to “give the judges and prosecutors, not politicians, the power to
decide who goes to prison and for how long.” Golisano also emphasized a
much needed drug treatment rather than long prison terms for first time
offenders. Golisano was applauded and supported by Randy Credico of the
Mothers of the New York Disappeared, who mentioned that Golisano “has
vision and the common sense to separate the serious issues of drug-related
crimes and drug addictions.” 

Another gubernatorial candidate of the state of NY, Carl McCall prefers
to reform the drug law, which is to change the intricate parts of the
Rockefeller Drug Laws. Judicial discretion is not a law therefore McCall is
advocating the 241A bill for a reform. Because of the demand on judges to
impose mandatory sentences without any knowledge of the circumstances
surrounding the events of an arrest, McCall believes in giving judicial discre-
tion to judges. McCall’s reform would give judges a view and conclusion on
each of the individual’s situations. Nevertheless, McCall is advocating a set
law against drug usage and drug-related crimes so that the prosecutors have a
boundary that they can’t step over. The judicial discretion would be based on
the drugs, the amount, and the record of the perpetrator. A supporter of
McCall, City Council member Yvette D. Clark of the 40th District believes
that drugs should not weigh more than human life. 

NY Governor Pataki has promised many people many things concerning
the Rockefeller Drug Laws but has not honored his word. However, several
months before the November 5 governor’s election, Governor Pataki revealed
his policy on the drug laws, which was astonishingly similar to the
Rockefeller Drug Laws. Governor Pataki’s policy was not admitted as a bill
due to lack of support in the NY Senate. Pataki’s proposal does not include
judicial discretion as does McCall’s and Golisano’s.

“The families of individuals currently spending the majority of their adult

lives in prison for minor drug offenses can no longer afford to depend upon
the empty promises of Pataki,” stated Randy Credico. 

Pataki’s plan is not just to get the drugs off the streets but the criminals
affiliated with the drug crimes; therefore, according to the Correctional
Association of New York, in 2000 there were nearly 22,300 drug offenders in
New York state prisons. It costs the state $710 million to maintain drug
offenders each year, a burden for taxpayers but not for private companies that
build prisons that are reimbursed per prisoner. The more people occupying
the prison cells, the more money these private companies make, creating
political pressure on those in power to keep harsh drug laws. 

NYC Policeman Sgt. Rodriguez claimed that even though the
Rockefeller Drug Laws are harsh, they are not being used very often. The
prosecutors usually bring down the drug charges; therefore, the law wouldn’t
be able to be put into practice. 

“The drug law should be amended, however, and the perpetrators caught
in a drug related charge should be penalized for their actions,” Sgt. Rodriguez
continued. “The perpetrators that I have arrested with more than sufficient
amount of illegal substance are usually out of jail within a few hours to a
week. So it leaves one wondering, to whom does this law apply?” asked Sgt.
Rodriguez with a confused and baffled look on his face. 

Rockefeller Drug Laws Reviewed
BY JOSE CAMPOS

A POETRY WORKSHOP AT QCC LINKED ONLINE TO
12 POETRY COURSES WITHIN CUNY AS PART OF
THE NEW “CUNY IS READING” INITIATIVE.  ONLINE
SEGMENTS IN THE COURSE WILL ALLOW FOR INTER-
ACTION WITH CUNY FACULTY POETS LIKE KIMIKO
HAHN, BILLY COLLINS, AND GRACE SCHULMAN.
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According to the Queensborough Community
College Office of Security, the rate of crime on
campus has dropped dramatically during the last
few years. One would think that security would be
loosened due to such reports. But the security on
this campus has increased their activity. They
recently deployed a new ID law calling for all QCC
students to renew their IDs and wear them at all
times.

The process of transforming this idea into a law
was originally initiated by students. Mr. Etan Feuer
came to the student government and campus securi-
ty officials with the suggestion. He proceeded to
gather signatures along with Christina Allan, anoth-
er concerned student. Together, they gathered
approximately one thousand signatures. Even
though that number is less then ten percent of the
number of students on campus, Mr. Feuer’s sugges-
tion was not denied. He took the proposal before the
college administration and they voted in favor of the
notion. He and his colleague Ms. Allan have both
graduated and are now continuing their educations
at Queens College.  

According to campus security Mr. Feuer’s main
concern was the possibility of a terrorist attack on
our campus. He alleged that the new measures were
necessary in light of the Sept. 11 tragedy. He and
many others feared the vulnerability of the college
to outsiders that can just walk on campus. 

Campus Security Director Joseph Cunningham
worked closely with Feuer. In an interview with the
Communiqué, Cunningham revealed that he was
also worried about the trespassing of non-students
on campus grounds. But his main concern was not
terrorism; he feared criminals walking on campus or
non-students using college equipment like the com-
puters. “We need to know who belongs here and
who doesn’t,” stated Mr. Cunningham.  He added,
“We want to ensure what students pay for is [only]
used by students.”  

Upon implementation, this law proved to be
extremely inconvenient, especially for a student
body that is not used to these types of security mea-
sures. All former student ID cards were to be
replaced by new ones that carry expiration dates.
According to the new regulations, all students are
obligated to wear their IDs whenever they are on
campus. Students would not even be able to gain
access to the campus without their IDs. 

But what will happen when a student forgets his
or her ID?  Will the student be turned away?  Peace
officers on campus explained that “about 98 per-
cent” of students have their IDs but refuse to wear
them after they pass the security check points at the
gate. Also, students without ID cards are allowed to
walk on campus since security is taking a lenient
approach towards the issue. The lenient policy,
however, is only in effect for a limited time.

In addition, many students, mostly females,
feared strangers reading their names off their IDs
and using it to access their personal information.
Another problem is the lack of security check points
at the gates. The campus security is obligated to cre-
ate check points at the gates and examine IDs before
permitting any student to enter the campus. But
campus security has been inconsistent in executing
this policy. Security has rarely been present at any
of the 16 campus entrances. Unfortunately, even if
security is on hand at a gate that does not mean that
they will maintain their presence for the rest of the
day. They will observe the check point for a limited
amount of time and then discontinue the coverage.
In addition, security presence at one gate leaves
other gates exposed. Therefore, if a non-student fails
to trespass through one gate, they can succeed in
doing so by taking a two-minute walk to another
entrance.    

Before a bill is passed and transformed into a
law, the topic that needs to be addressed prior to any
other is whether or not the potential law is enforce-

able. Let us now examine some facts about our cam-
pus, its security force, and their ability to enforce the
new ID regulations.   

One peace officer complained about the inferi-
ority of their patrol cars compared to other colleges
and the outdated radios they have been given.
Although most radios in use are of the new and up-
to-date HT-1000 series, product of Motorola, some
old and archaic radios are still being used.
However, that problem is minor compared to the
deficiency of human resources. The campus has a
crew of twenty officers. Only seven are present dur-
ing the morning rush when most students enter the
campus. In addition, a peace officer can call in sick,
further reducing the number of officers on campus.
Due to lack of funding there is no overtime available
and no chance for the number of officers to increase. 

As previously stated, there are 16 gates on the
thirty-four-acre campus of Queensborough
Community College. For all aspects of the new ID
laws to be fully executed, each gate needs to be
guarded by more than one officer. One officer is
needed to check IDs and at least one to deal with
students who are without their IDs. A number of
officers also have to be patrolling the interior of the
campus. Others need to deal with student, faculty,
and staff complaints as well as open doors for those
staff or faculty members who have forgotten their
key and are locked out of their offices. Obviously
the task at hand is near impossible. 

But Mr. Cunningham, who has been at his posi-
tion for twenty years, believes that this law actually
has a chance of being carried out. Mr. Cunningham
argued, “It needs to be a concerted effort.” He
believes that for the law to be properly executed,
campus security needs the assistance of staff, facul-
ty, and students to report anyone who is roaming the
campus without proper student ID. He agreed that
the law has not accomplished much yet, but
expressed optimism towards its future.

Who Is Wearing Their Student ID?
BY ALI R. AHMADI
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BY HABIBA ABDULKHABIR

Christmas is approaching, and fast. Many of us
know what we want and what we probably will and
will not get. But sometimes its better to go for what
we want and not wait for someone to take forever
to get something very specific.

Most girls, myself included, want mainly one
thing, jewelry. And when it comes to jewelry,
there’s usually one thing that makes a girl feel extra
special and loved. Diamonds. That’s what most of
us ladies want as gifts for holidays and special
occasions, like birthdays and anniversaries. 

Unfortunately, some of our loved ones are
clueless to the fact that diamonds are a girl’s best
friend. So, sometimes we’ll have to take matters
into our own hands and get the stud earrings or the
baguette ring ourselves. 

The problem is, ladies don’t always know how
to shop for diamonds of the best value. It’s not part
of our woman’s intuition or part of a natural shop-
ping skill.

Sure, some of us know the traditional six varia-
tions of styles: Round, Brilliant-cut, Oval, Heart-
shaped, Marquise, and Pear-shaped. (At the world-
renowned Tiffany’s, there are two more: Square/
Rectangular Modified Brilliant and their exclusive
Lucida cut.) But do we know about color weight
and the importance of cut?

There are ways to determine the best diamond,
however. The quality depends solely on the four
C’s: cut, clarity, color, and carat.

Cut determines the brilliance of a diamond. In
order to maximize the brilliance and magnificence,
the diamond cutter must place each of the stone’s
facets and angles, which act as light-dispersing mir-
rors, in exact geometric relation to one another. It is
a procedure that requires a lot of patience and pre-
cision. On a classic round, brilliant-cut diamond for
instance, fifty-seven or fifty-eight facets must be
specifically aligned.

Clarity refers to the quantity, size, position,
nature, color, and relief of inclusions (minute crys-
tals, feathers, and clouds that flaw a diamond) in a
diamond. Although a diamond is said to be “flaw-
less” if no inclusions or apparent blemishes can be
seen under a standard 10-power jeweler’s loupe,
completely flawless diamonds are very rare. It is
possible to find inclusions in almost all diamonds.
Clarity is classified on six different grades: FL
(flawless), IF (internally flawless, minor surface
blemishes), VVS1- VVS2 (very, very slightly
included), VS1- VS2 (very slightly included), SI1-
SI2 (slightly included), and I1- I2- I3 (imperfect,
eye- visible inclusions). The best diamond is of
VS2 clarity or better although some can have black
inclusions or strong fluorescence. Most lesser grade
diamonds have flaws that are visible to the your
own eye.

Color quality is very important because usually
the most colorless the diamond, the greater its rarity
and value. A single increase in color grade can
boost a diamond’s value by thousands of dollars,
depending on the stone’s size. Even though many
diamonds may appear colorless to our untrained
eye, most actually have very small traces of yellow,
brown, or gray. There are diamonds that occur by
rare accidents of nature in shades of yellow, pink,
blue, green, and red. Like clarity, there is also a
color grade of letters D- Z, the higher the letter, the
closer to colorless the diamond is. 

And last, the one we all hear about and think is
the most important: carat. A “carat” is the gemolo-
gist’s standard measure of a diamond’s weight. It’s
important to remember that size alone is almost
meaningless. You have to consider the other C’s,
cut, clarity and color. A large stone holds little
value if it lacks brilliance, purity, and high- grade
color. Size does, however, increase the value of a
good quality diamond for the simple reason that
large stones are more rare than smaller ones. Carat

weight can range from .25 to .75 to 1.50 to 3.00
carats and higher. 

If this seems too overwhelming to do yourself,
you can go to great jewelers and they will do every-
thing for you. Tiffany’s diamonds come certified
and guaranteed. Sure, it might be a little pricier, but
you’re worth it. Go ahead and splurge. 

Get The Best Diamond For Your Money

Work Immersion
Study Program

Spend the Summer or a whole year in Germany:
with the “Community Colleges Work Immersion
Study Program” (WISP)  and the Congress-
Bundestag. For application forms see Prof. Lorena B.
Ellis (H214) or go to www.cdsintl.org/wispappl.html. 

WISP is open to students who are studying in
technical fields such as engineering and computers or
international business and marketing, have previous
knowledge equal to one year from other sources, are
dedicated to their professional subject area, have
favorable social and communicative skills to interact
in a foreign society, and have successfully completed
at least one semester of German in a community col-
lege by June 2003. Benefits for the participants are: a
scholarship for a study program abroad, training in
cultural and global awareness, proof of foreign lan-
guage competence and international experience,
increase of future marketability in the national or
international job market, getting to know Germany as
an efficient and highly developed industrial power.
Congress-Bundestag does not require previous
knowledge of German, but is extremely helpful to
take at least a semester of German before departure.

QCC German courses offered in the Spring:
LG111 Beginners 1, LG112 Beginners 2 and
Intermediate 1; NEW ONLINE: LG401 Culture of
German Speaking countries in English, and LG115
German for the Traveler.  
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Arthur Miller’s A View from the Bridge pro-
vides an introspective glance into a paternalistic
relationship which crosses the boundary into a
more intimate one from the perspective of the
protagonist. It leaves the audience member ques-
tioning the parameters of acceptable modes of
behavior within such relationships by blurring the
lines that separate the states of love.

Set in 1950s Red Hook, Brooklyn, the play
begins by attempting to establish a connection
with the average audience member and is success-
ful in doing so. The protagonist, ‘Eddie’, as
played by Vincent Pepe, has made his niche with-
in this working class community as a water-front
worker supporting himself, his wife Beatrice
(Dale Soules), a housewife, and his niece
Catherine (Lydia Jasmin Carrasquillo), who at the
outset of the play is attending stenography school.
Part of the connection is due to the ability of audi-
ence members to empathize with the classic pro-
totype of the ‘common man’ within a working
class community, which is crucial to the under-
standing of Eddie’s eventual decline.

However, most of the credit is due to Pepe’s
performance of Eddie, compensating for those
audience members who do not make that initial
association. Pepe has managed to gain the needed
insight into Eddie that allows for the full explo-
ration of the character’s multifaceted relationship
with his niece, Catherine, ranging from fatherly
concern to a lover’s jealousy. It is Eddie’s inabili-
ty to reconcile his emotions with his own sense of
morality and that of society, which inevitably
leads to his downfall. Pepe should be applauded
for endearing the audience to a character, which
exhibits less than desirable traits.

The entrance of Marco (Joey Giannone) and
in particular Rodolpho (Jimmy O’Neil), Marco’s
brother, is the catalyst causing Eddie to confront
his true feelings for Catherine. As the relationship
between Catherine and Rodolpho grows stronger,
so does Eddie’s hatred for Rodolpho. It is the
manifestation of this anger which begs a closer
examination of the relationship between Eddie
and Catherine, that which actually exists and that

which exists only within the minds of each.
Although Rodolpho’s character is meant to be
provocative, it is apparent that he was not intend-
ed to be Eddie’s foil. However, this particular
dynamic could have been achieved without sacri-
ficing an interchange between Rodolpho and
Eddie, which could have served to magnify
Eddie’s decline. 

In contrast, Rodolpho’s relationship with
Catherine was well developed and allowed the
viewer a glimpse into his personal makeup. Aside
from the humility and naiveté which one expects,
given the circumstances of his relationship with
Catherine, the relationship reveals a man who is
also ambitious and focused. On the other hand, it
is more difficult to see Catherine’s character
development as a result of her relationship with
Rodolpho and how it affects her relationship with
Eddie. Carrasquillo is more successful in portray-
ing her character’s development apart from the
relationship. 

Initially, Marco seems to play an inconse-
quential role within the production. However, as
the play unfolds, Giannone is able to make the
transition from a seemingly flat character to one
who plays a pivotal role without contradicting any
of the traits he originally displayed.

Without a doubt the shinning star of the play
is Ms. Soules. Her performance is thought pro-
voking, illuminating aspects of Beatrice which the
viewer would not have considered otherwise.
Instead of playing the role as a passive, inattentive
spouse, she manages to bring the character’s
internal conflict to the forefront, giving it a type
of universal appeal which the audience can relate
to even if they can’t completely appreciate the
context from which it is derived.

Judging Queensborough’s production of A
View from the Bridge by Miller’s original intent
to "…call up the faculties of knowing as well as
feeling," it was an overall success.  From the per-
spective of a viewer who at the beginning of the
play was less than partial to the works of Miller, I
say to the crew, cast, and production staff  "Thank
you for giving me a newly founded appreciation."

8 Mile: A Review
BY AYLIN AKKAYA

Yes, it is true Eminem can sing and act.
Before you know it he will be winning awards for
acting. The story is based somewhat on his life.
The movie shows how a normal child is trying to
get through the struggles he is facing at home and
with friends. Eminem’s (his character’s name is
Jimmy) situation in the movie has the pressure of
dealing with his drunken mother and taking care
of his little sister.  In real life he was taking care
of his drunken mother and his little brother.  Now
it is not easy to go to work and try to make a liv-
ing with the little money he gets. The way he
vented in these tough times is he rapped. Rather
than using physical abuse, he used verbal. He is
not like most singers. He raps about reality.
Perhaps that is real reason why people like him so
much. He raps about things that could happen to
anyone. 

This movie relates to the lives of many peo-
ple. It shows you that no matter what position you
are in, as long as you believe in yourself, you can
do it. Most people need a push to help them pur-
sue their talents. For example, his friend Future
always believed in Eminem and would sign him
up for battles at a specific club called "The Shaft."
No matter how many times Eminem choked dur-
ing his battles, Future would sign him up for
upcoming battles. He knew that Eminem had that
artistic ability. It was Future who was that special
friend. If Eminem did not have that push, he
would not be where he is today.

The ending of the movie all led up to the
beginning. In order for you to understand the
movie you had to be there for the beginning. So,
yes folks, you cannot be late to the movie. Yet
you can be late to the upcoming previews.
Overall, the movie was terrific. The movie brings
out a sense of emotion, an emotion that everyone
could relate to. I cannot explain the kind of emo-
tion it brings out. You just have to go and see the
movie. Trust me it is all worth it.

As the Christmas season approaches for us in
the western hemisphere, it is a special time when
people from different cultural roots take time out

to reflect on the past
year and also bond
with family and
friends. For others, it
is a season for giving
and receiving.
Although the reli-
gious foundation of
Christmas is to
observe the anniver-
sary of the birth of
Jesus Christ, if you
are a Christian, others

view it as just an allusion to
the end of a calendar year.

In the broader picture of
the world, commercializa-
tion reaches it peak, with
businesses realizing a signif-
icant increase in sales of
their products. It may be crit-
icized for detracting from its
true meaning, but however
celebrated or observed, it

surely is a special time for those willing to share.
For some students at Queensborough Community
College Christmas is
viewed from different per-
spectives. From diverse
backgrounds, they briefly
share their ideas and the
meaning of Christmas.

For Bianka Reyes, a
nineteen-year-old from the
Dominican Republic, she
says, "This time of year I
make resolutions and try to
spend as much as possible
with my family." A Computer Information
Systems major, she sees
this time as one to reflect
on the ending year and
right the wrongs in the
approaching year.

Natasha Cooke, a
Queens native whose back-
ground is a combination of
Jamaican and Indian, says
the season "is one I look
forward to really spending
quality time with my family.

It is the whole feeling of seeing relatives togeth-
er." But the religious observation has no signifi-
cance. "I’m Hindu, so it has no bearing," she
states.

Twenty-two-year-old
Haitian, Yvon Delva
resides in Brooklyn and is
pursuing an associate’s
degree in Business
Management.  He says, "A
lot of partying, eating, it’s
just about having a good
time."  Although he was
socialized as a Christian, he
says the holiday does not represent any special
religious meaning.

Grumit Sethi, an eighteen-year-old from India
says it means nothing to him. "I’m a Sikh, and we
don’t observe that time as being special." It is not
my culture he concludes.

From South Korea, residing in the United
States for the past three years, thirty-one-year-old
Nyung Soon Chang says, "It reminds me of the
birth of Christ, a time for family and experiencing
the warmth of family and close friends." She is
currently a student majoring in Fine Arts.

Whatever interpretation December 25 brings
to you, make it a joyous one and accomplish great
achievements in the New Year.

WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO QCC STUDENTS 
BY LENROY JAMES

Bianka Reyes

Natasha Cooke

Yvon Delva

Grumit Sethi

Nyung Soon Chang

A View from the Bridge:
Re-Viewing Arthur Miller

BY VENESSA N. SINGHROY
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Stop Worrying
About Your Weight

BY CHRISTINE MONTALBANO

A new weight loss craze that has everyone
talking is called Trim Spa. Before we know it sum-
mertime will be here sooner then we think and
remember the holidays are coming and Christmas
is right around the corner. And as we all know
around this time of year, all you’re surrounded by
is FOOD! People just indulge and eat which let’s
face it, is great.

What do you do after New Year’s and you’re
10-15 pounds heavier? Trim Spa is a thermogenic
weight loss supplement that many people and
celebrities are endorsing. It has been advertised all
over the place television, radio and magazines.
There are endless commercials for Trim Spa on the
radio. Trim Spa claims to:

• Raise energy level
• Improve body’s ability to burn fat
• Suppress your appetite
• Support and development of lean muscle

mass
The two Queensborough young students indi-

vidually explained  they started taking Trim Spa
together about four months ago. They wanted to
see if they could lose weight by just taking a pill.
One student said, “I wanted a head start on drop-
ping a few pounds for summer.”They both claimed
before using Trim Spa they were both a bit on the
heavy side and wanted to do something to make
them feel and look better. They both explained that
they didn’t like to work out. One young woman
said she just doesn’t have the time. She also said
she tried other weight loss supplements, Weight
Watchers, Jenny Craig and countless memberships
to gyms that were barely used.

Four months later one of the QCC students
went from a size 14 to a size 7-8 and she said she
feels and looks great. The other woman is 29 lbs.
lighter in four months and said, “I am so much
more confident with myself and what I wear”.
The two young women were asked if they would
recommend Trim Spa. One right away agreed with
a “yes, of course”answer. Trim Spa works and it
changed me for the better,”she exclaimed. When
asked if Trim Spa is some magic pill that just
melts away the pounds, the 21-year-old Trim Spa
user said, “No, you have to exercise somewhat and
take the pill three times a day.”When asked if there
are any negative side affects, the young women
answered, “No, not at all”.

For those who are worried about the upcom-
ing holidays and all the future pounds that await
most of us. So Trim Spa could be your easy way
out. Maybe this holiday season it will be mine.
Sources:
HEALTH4HER.COM & EZWEIGHTLOSS.COM

On November 3 2002, the United States
Olympic Committee voted New York as a candi-
date to represent the United States for the 2012
Olympics. New York beat San Francisco, the
other finalist for the U.S., as the USOC voted 132
votes for New York out of a possible 223 points.
New York’s Olympic bid  consisted of a $5 bil-
lion project, while San Francisco proposed a mere
$211 million project. 

Now that it has been established that New
York will be the U.S. candidate for the 2012
games, the controversy begins. Among the contro-
versial issues, and perhaps the most important, is
the proposed $5 billion needed to renovate and
create facilities, transportation, along with securi-
ty issues and the list goes on and on. According to
NYC2012.com, the money will come from corpo-
rations and big businesses, not from the taxpay-
er’s pocket. However, experts say the $5 billion
proposed budget is only half of what the total
costs will amount to. That means it will take
roughly $10 billion to make New York suitable
for the Olympics. One way or another, some of
that estimated $10 billion budget will be coming
out of the taxpayer’s pocket. 

Another big issue is the idea of building a
new stadium on the west side of Manhattan. The
stadium would be used for the New York Jets in
the years leading up to the 2012 games. However,
since the football season consists of 16 games,
only eight games are at home, which means the

Jets would  be using the stadium for three or four
months out of the year. The new stadium is also
sure to cause massive traffic problems on the
West Side Highway, not to mention the number of
complaints Manhattan residents will make who
are most likely going to  fight this new stadium
being built to the end. 

New York still has a long way to go before
actually being chosen by the International
Olympic Committee. The IOC will choose the
2012 site in three years. Some of New York’s
competitors are: Paris, Moscow, Toronto, Rome,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Madrid and Berlin.  

There seems to be more bad than good that
will result from the Olympics possibly being held
in New York. Many people are against the con-
cept, specifically the residents who live near the
site of the proposed west side stadium, even
though it  looks like this concept is becoming
more and more of a reality. 

There are just too many obstacles to over-
come to bring the Olympics to New York.
Massive renovation, construction, transportation
and security costs are only a few of the big con-
cerns that will cost billions of dollars, billions of
dollars which New Yorkers might not want to
spend.   

Sources:
CNNSI.com
NYC2012.com
SEATTLETIMES.com 

On Sunday, the 24th  of November, the
Philadelphia Phillies signed third baseman David
Bell to a four-year 17 million dollar contract.
This could be one of three major moves done dur-
ing this off-season, which could turn the franchise
around. After trading Scott Rolen away this past
season, the Phillies found themselves with a
slight hole at third. This signing should stop the
leak of errors and offensive slumps, which would
have been occurring otherwise. Bell who is 30
helped the San Francisco Giants with his stellar
defense and also by hitting .261 with 20 homers
and 73 RBIs. 

Don’t be surprised if the Phillies go out and
sign Jim Thome. The Philadelphia Phillies have
offered Thome a five-year contract worth $75
million, topping Cleveland's four-year deal,
which is believed to be between $40-48 million.

Thome has given the Indians one more shot to
sign him but is expected to make a decision in the
near future. Thome hit .304 with 52 homeruns
and 118 RBIs. Thome has been one of the most
successful first baseman in the majors. His bat
could blast the Phillies into a Wild Card team or
even better in a Division Winner. 

Next up on the block is lefty Tom Glavine.
Glavine who is being sought after by the Phillies,

Mets and Braves would make any pitching rota-
tion better. At this point in time the Phillies have
offered Glavine three years for 30 million. The
three years, however, doesn’t seem to be enough
to get him to leave the organization he was a part
of for sixteen years. A fourth year would have to
be added in order for the Phillies to have a shot at
Glavine. Glavine who is 58 victories away from
300, wants this contract to be the last one that he
signs. He doesn’t want to be stuck eight games
under 300 and have to sign another contract. The
four-year deal would almost guarantee that he
would reach that milestone in his career. 

This team could turn out to be one of the best
if they can get these last pieces of the puzzle. Ed

Wade, the General Manager, wants a contending
team by 2004 when their new stadium will be
opening up. There is no better way to get a con-
tending team together than to sign three of the
best and brightest players in baseball. Look out
Mets and Braves there could be a new team rising
to the top in 2003.                

New York is U.S. Candidate for
2012 Olympic Games

BY ANTHONY ZUMMO

The Phillies Start to Ring The Bell
BY CHRIS BROSKY

David Bell hit .261 with 20 homers and 73 RBIs
for the NL champion Giants (AP)

The Indians consider re-signing Jim Thome
their No. 1 priority. (Eric Miller/AP)

REMINDER TO
GRADUATES OF

2003
• File your application for degree

and/or certificate in the Office of
the Registrar

• The Graduation Fee is to be paid
at the Office of the Bursar

• Hold on to your Bursar’s receipt —
you need it to purchase academic
attire

• Academic attire will be on sale at
the book store during the spring
semester


