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New York Times Health and Science January 17, 2006 

Dogs Excel on Smell Test to Find Cancer  By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 

1. Sniff means: 

 a. argue  b. lick  c. smell  d. all of these 

2. Detect means: 

 a. find  b. discover c. sense  d. all of these 

3. Consistence means: 

 a. unevenness b. reliability c. irregularity d. a and c 

 

4. State the main idea in a complete sentence. (Don’t include supporting details.) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

5. State the main idea of the second paragraph in a complete sentence. (Don’t include 

supporting details.) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________    

 

6. Near-perfection means: 

a. imperfect b. close to perfect c. error free d. fautless 

 

7. The idiom off the charts means that: 

a. there are no 

measurements for 

this test 

b. results are highly 

unusual 

c. findings 

can’t be 

reported 

d. false 

 

8. Skeptical means: 

a. believable b. disbelieving c. uncertain d. b and c  

 

9. Intrigued means: 

a. interesting b. boring c. old d. b and c 

 

10. Astounded means: 
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a. approved of b. disapproved of c. surprised d. typical 

 

11. Replicated means 

a. renewed b. performed once c. repeated d. initiated 

 

12. fatal means 

a. deadly b. important c. lively d. ordinary 

 

13. a flaw is a: 

a. mistake b. error c. perfection d. a and b 

 

14. Plausible means 

a. delayed b. possible c. mistaken d. correct 

 

15. a.   Specify the main idea of the third paragraph: 

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________    

b. Specify the supporting details in the third paragraph. 

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________    

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________    

 

16. Accurate means: 

 

a. correct b. incorrect c. mistaken d. b and c 
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17. Scan means to: 

a. quick analysis b. careful analysis c. review in 

detail 

d. b and c 

 

18. To be suspicious is to: 

a. doubt b. accept c. question d. a and c 

 

 

 

 

 


